
 

 

History and Archaeology PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. Explain the meaning of archaeology and analyse that how far it's relevant in revealing the 

Human past. 

Ans1. Archaeology is the scientific study of the human past through the examination of material 

remains, such as artifacts, structures, and other physical evidence. It seeks to understand human 

behavior and societies from prehistory to the present by examining the material culture left behind 

by past peoples. 

Archaeology is relevant in revealing the human past because it provides a unique perspective on the 

ways in which humans have interacted with their environment and with each other over time. It can 

reveal information about how people lived, what they ate, how they made tools and other objects, 

and what their social and economic systems were like. It can also help to shed light on the origins 

and spread of human cultures, the development of technologies and innovations, and the ways in 

which past societies have changed over time. 

Archaeology is an interdisciplinary field that draws on methods and theories from a wide range of 

disciplines, including history, anthropology, biology, geology, and many others. Through the use of 

scientific techniques such as radiocarbon dating, DNA analysis, and other analytical methods, 

archaeologists are able to piece together a detailed picture of the human past, often from very 

fragmentary evidence. 

Archaeology has helped to fill in gaps in our knowledge of human history and has provided new 

insights into the origins and development of human societies. For example, the discovery of the city 

of Troy by Heinrich Schliemann in the late 19th century confirmed the existence of the city that was 

the subject of Homer's epic poem, the Iliad. Similarly, the discovery of the tomb of King 

Tutankhamun in Egypt in 1922 provided new insights into the wealth and power of the ancient 

Egyptian pharaohs. 

However, there are also limitations to what archaeology can tell us about the past. It is a highly 

interpretive science, and the conclusions that archaeologists draw from their data are subject to 

debate and revision. Additionally, the archaeological record is often incomplete or biased, and there 

are many aspects of human life and behaviour that are not easily visible in the material remains that 

archaeologists study. 

Despite these limitations, archaeology remains an important field for understanding the human past, 

and it continues to make important discoveries and contributions to our knowledge of the past. 

 

 

Q2. Discuss the role of Archaeological survey of India (ASI) in archaeological research and 

development. 

Ans2. Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is an Indian government agency responsible for 

archaeological research and the conservation of cultural heritage sites in India. It was established in 

1861 by Alexander Cunningham, a British archaeologist, and is headquartered in New Delhi. The ASI 



 

 

has played a crucial role in the development of archaeology in India by conducting various research 

projects, excavation of archaeological sites, and the preservation and restoration of historical 

monuments. 

The ASI has a number of responsibilities, including surveying and documenting archaeological sites, 

conducting excavations to uncover new information about the past, and conserving and restoring 

historic structures and monuments. It also promotes public awareness of archaeological heritage 

and encourages the preservation and protection of such sites. 

One of the major contributions of the ASI has been the identification, excavation, and preservation 

of significant archaeological sites in India. These sites include the Harappan civilization sites such as 

Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, ancient Buddhist and Jain monuments, and historic forts and palaces. 

The ASI has also played a significant role in preserving and restoring the Taj Mahal, one of the most 

iconic and culturally significant monuments in India. 

Apart from these, the ASI has also undertaken several research projects to explore the history and 

culture of India. Some of the recent projects include the excavation of a 5,000-year-old Harappan 

site in Haryana, the discovery of a medieval era city in Telangana, and the excavation of an ancient 

Buddhist site in Andhra Pradesh. 

In conclusion, the ASI has played a significant role in the development of archaeology in India. Its 

efforts in surveying, excavation, preservation, and restoration of archaeological sites have not only 

enriched our understanding of India's rich cultural heritage but have also contributed significantly to 

the growth of archaeological research and development in the country. 

 

 

Q3. Describe the various sciences used in the field of archaeology. 

Ans3 Archaeology is a multidisciplinary field that involves the use of various sciences to study the 

past. Some of the sciences used in archaeology include: 

Anthropology: Anthropology is the study of human societies and cultures. Anthropologists provide 

insights into the way people lived in the past, their social structures, and their beliefs and customs. 

Geology: Geology helps archaeologists determine the age of artifacts and sites. It also helps in the 

identification of the geological processes that may have impacted the preservation of archaeological 

sites. 

Botany: Botany provides information about the plants that were used by ancient people for food, 

medicine, and other purposes. 

Zoology: Zoology helps in the identification of animal remains found at archaeological sites. It also 

helps in the reconstruction of ancient ecosystems. 

Chemistry: Chemistry is used to determine the composition of artifacts and the materials used in 

their manufacture. It also helps in the identification of organic remains, such as bones and plant 

fibers. 

Physics: Physics is used to study the properties of materials and to develop techniques for the non-

destructive analysis of artifacts. 



 

 

Computer Science: Computer science is used to create 3D models of archaeological sites and 

artifacts. It is also used in the analysis and storage of data. 

Statistics: Statistics are used to analyze data collected during archaeological excavations. They are 

also used to determine the significance of archaeological findings. 

These sciences, along with others, are used in combination to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the past. 

 

 

Q4. Write an essay on the vertical and horizontal excavation methods. 

Ans4. Archaeological excavations are the primary means by which researchers can gain an 

understanding of past societies and cultures. There are two main methods of archaeological 

excavation: vertical and horizontal. 

Vertical excavation, also known as a deep cut, involves digging a deep pit to expose multiple layers 

of archaeological material. This method is often used when the site is known to be deep, and when 

the goal is to uncover a sequence of occupation or construction layers. In this method, 

archaeologists dig straight down into the site, usually with the help of machines such as backhoes, 

until they reach the natural soil layer. Once the natural soil is reached, the excavation begins to 

move horizontally along the same layer. 

The advantage of vertical excavation is that it allows archaeologists to see a sequence of different 

layers of materials that can help to date the site and provide insight into changes in technology, 

social organization, and economy over time. However, this method can be expensive and time-

consuming, as it requires large amounts of earth to be removed. 

Horizontal excavation, also known as a strip excavation, is the most common method used in 

archaeology. In this method, archaeologists dig a series of trenches or pits across a site in a 

horizontal direction, rather than digging straight down. The depth of the excavation varies 

depending on the site's context and the research goals. Once the trenches are dug, archaeologists 

carefully record the location, depth, and context of each artifact and feature found. 

The advantage of horizontal excavation is that it allows archaeologists to see the spatial distribution 

of artifacts and features within a site. By carefully documenting the location and context of each 

artifact and feature, archaeologists can reconstruct the layout of the site and gain insight into the 

social organization, economic practices, and everyday life of the people who lived there. 

Both vertical and horizontal excavation methods have their strengths and weaknesses, and the 

choice of method depends on the specific research questions and goals of the project. However, 

regardless of the method chosen, the process of excavation is always conducted with the utmost 

care and attention to detail, as the archaeological record is fragile and irreplaceable. 

In conclusion, the vertical and horizontal excavation methods are two of the most important tools in 

the archaeologist's toolkit. These methods allow researchers to uncover the material remains of past 

societies and cultures, providing insights into human history and the evolution of civilizations. 

However, it is crucial that these excavations are conducted with care and attention to detail, as the 

archaeological record is a precious and irreplaceable resource that must be preserved for future 

generations. 



 

 

 

 

Q5. Analyse the various Archaeological findings obtained from the excavations. 

Ans5 Archaeological findings refer to any objects, structures, or evidence that archaeologists 

uncover during their excavations or surveys. These findings provide insight into the past and help us 

understand the way of life of people who lived before us. Here are some examples of archaeological 

findings that have contributed significantly to our knowledge of human history: 

Tools and weapons: Archaeologists have discovered numerous tools and weapons made of stone, 

bone, and metal. These artifacts have provided clues about the way of life of our ancestors, such as 

their hunting and gathering techniques, agriculture practices, and warfare methods. 

Pottery and ceramics: The discovery of pottery and ceramics has provided us with valuable 

information about the technology, culture, and trade networks of ancient societies. The designs and 

styles of pottery also provide insight into the aesthetic and artistic sensibilities of the people who 

made them. 

Art and sculpture: Archaeological findings of art and sculpture offer a window into the religious, 

cultural, and social values of ancient societies. Examples include cave paintings, rock art, and statues 

of gods and goddesses. 

Architecture and engineering: The study of ancient structures such as temples, palaces, 

fortifications, and tombs provides insight into the engineering and architectural techniques of 

ancient societies. The design and construction of these structures also offer clues about the political, 

economic, and social organization of ancient societies. 

Human remains: The discovery of human remains, such as bones, teeth, and fossils, helps us 

understand the physical characteristics, health, and lifestyles of our ancestors. The analysis of DNA 

and isotopes in bones and teeth also sheds light on ancient migrations, relationships, and diets. 

These archaeological findings are obtained through various methods, including excavation, survey, 

and remote sensing. Excavation involves the systematic removal of soil and debris from a site to 

uncover artifacts and structures. Survey involves the systematic examination of a site's surface to 

locate and map archaeological features. Remote sensing techniques, such as aerial photography and 

ground-penetrating radar, use non-invasive methods to detect and map buried archaeological 

features. 

Overall, archaeological findings are critical in understanding human history and culture. They provide 

insight into the lives of our ancestors, their technology, beliefs, and relationships. The scientific study 

of these artifacts and structures can also help us understand our own society and culture by 

revealing the roots of our traditions and practices. 

 

 

Q6. Discuss the relation and problem of correlation between textual material and archaeological 

evidences. 

Ans6 The correlation between textual material and archaeological evidence is a significant challenge 

in the field of archaeology. Textual material can provide valuable insights into past societies, 



 

 

cultures, and events, but it is also subject to bias, manipulation, and errors. Archaeological evidence, 

on the other hand, is often fragmentary, ambiguous, and difficult to interpret without a proper 

understanding of the context and the cultural and social background of the people who produced it. 

Therefore, the challenge for archaeologists is to establish a reliable and meaningful correlation 

between these two sources of information, and to use them together to reconstruct the past. 

One of the main problems in correlating textual and archaeological evidence is the issue of 

chronology. Texts may provide explicit or implicit references to specific events, persons, or periods, 

but their dating may be imprecise or uncertain. For example, a text may mention a king or a ruler, 

but it may not indicate the exact dates of his reign or the historical context of his rule. Similarly, a 

text may describe a religious or cultural practice, but it may not specify the period when it was first 

introduced or when it changed over time. 

Archaeological evidence can provide a more precise and direct dating of material remains, but it may 

not always be easy to establish a correlation with textual sources. For example, an archaeological 

site may yield pottery, metal artifacts, or architectural remains that can be dated to a specific period, 

but it may not be possible to link them directly to a particular historical figure or event mentioned in 

a text. In some cases, there may be discrepancies or contradictions between textual and 

archaeological evidence, which can be difficult to reconcile. 

Another problem in correlating textual and archaeological evidence is the issue of interpretation. 

Texts can be written in different genres, languages, and styles, and they may have different purposes 

and perspectives. For example, a religious text may describe a myth or a ritual that has symbolic or 

metaphorical meanings, rather than a literal description of a historical event or a material object. 

Similarly, a historical text may be biased or selective in its presentation of events or persons, 

depending on the political or social agenda of the author or the audience. 

Archaeological evidence can also be subject to multiple interpretations, depending on the context 

and the theoretical framework of the archaeologist. For example, a pottery fragment may be 

interpreted as evidence of a trade network, a social practice, a technological innovation, or a 

religious symbolism, depending on the criteria and assumptions used by the archaeologist. 

Therefore, the correlation between textual and archaeological evidence requires a critical and 

interdisciplinary approach, which combines historical, linguistic, archaeological, and anthropological 

methods and theories. 

Despite the challenges of correlation, the integration of textual and archaeological evidence has 

yielded important insights into the past, especially in the study of ancient civilizations and cultures. 

For example, the decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphs has enabled historians and 

archaeologists to reconstruct the political, social, and religious history of Egypt, from the Old 

Kingdom to the Greco-Roman period. Similarly, the study of the Maya hieroglyphs has shed light on 

the cultural and linguistic diversity of the Maya civilization, and on the role of writing and literacy in 

pre-Columbian America. 

In conclusion, the correlation between textual and archaeological evidence is a complex and 

challenging task, which requires a multidisciplinary and critical approach. While each source has its 

strengths and limitations, their integration can provide a more comprehensive and nuanced 

understanding of the past, and can contribute to the development of new theories and methods in 

archaeology and related fields. 

 



 

 

 

 

Q7. Analyse the contribution of any two archaeologists in the development of archaeology in 

India. 

Ans7 One of the most prominent archaeologists in India is Mortimer Wheeler, who was instrumental 

in the development of modern archaeological techniques and methods. Wheeler began his career in 

India in 1912, and quickly distinguished himself as a skilled archaeologist with an eye for detail. He 

was appointed Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in 1944, and he 

continued to work on excavations in India until his retirement in 1948. 

Wheeler's contributions to Indian archaeology are many. He was a pioneer in the use of stratigraphy 

and the scientific method in archaeological excavations, and he developed new techniques for 

dating sites based on the layers of soil and sediment found in them. He was also an advocate for the 

preservation of India's cultural heritage, and he worked tirelessly to protect archaeological sites 

from looters and other threats. 

Another prominent archaeologist in India is B.B. Lal, who is known for his work on the Indus Valley 

Civilization. Lal began his career with the ASI in the 1950s, and he quickly made a name for himself 

as a skilled excavator and researcher. He was instrumental in the discovery of several important sites 

related to the Indus Valley Civilization, including Kalibangan, Banawali, and Dholavira. 

Lal's contributions to Indian archaeology are many. He was one of the first archaeologists to use 

radiocarbon dating in India, and he developed new techniques for analyzing the pottery and other 

artifacts found at archaeological sites. He was also a proponent of multidisciplinary approaches to 

archaeology, and he worked closely with scientists from other fields to better understand the 

complex social and economic systems of the Indus Valley Civilization. 

In conclusion, Mortimer Wheeler and B.B. Lal are two of the most important archaeologists in the 

history of Indian archaeology. Their contributions to the field have been immense, and they have 

helped to shape our understanding of India's rich cultural heritage. 

 

 

Q8. Write short notes on any two of the following: 

(a) Sanauli 

Ans8 a Sanauli is an archaeological site located in the Baghpat district of Uttar Pradesh, India. It 

gained significant attention in 2018 when excavations led by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 

unearthed a chariot, copper artifacts, pottery, and human skeletons from the site. The chariot is 

believed to be the first of its kind found in the Indian subcontinent, dating back to the Bronze Age 

(between 2000 BCE to 1800 BCE). 

The discovery of the chariot and other artifacts shed light on the material culture and lifestyle of 

people living in the region during the Bronze Age. The site also provided evidence of a complex social 

hierarchy, with the presence of the chariot indicating that it was owned by a member of the elite 

class. 

 



 

 

Apart from the chariot, excavations at Sanauli also revealed copper objects, including a helmet, a 

sword, a dagger, and rings, which suggest the use of sophisticated metalworking techniques during 

the time. 

The discovery of human skeletons at the site also provided insight into the burial practices and the 

physical characteristics of people during the Bronze Age in the region. The skeletal remains were 

found buried in a fetal position, indicating a belief in life after death. The study of the skeletons also 

provided evidence of the presence of non-local individuals, highlighting the existence of migration 

and exchange during the time. 

The excavation at Sanauli has contributed significantly to the understanding of the material culture, 

social hierarchy, and burial practices during the Bronze Age in the region. It has also led to further 

research and study of the artifacts and skeletons discovered at the site. 

 

(b) Dhaulavira  

Ans8 b Dholavira is a Harappan-era archaeological site located in the Kutch district of Gujarat, India. 

It is one of the five largest Harappan sites in the Indian subcontinent and was discovered in 1967-68 

by archaeologist JP Joshi. The site was inhabited between approximately 2650 BCE and 1450 BCE 

and covers an area of about 100 hectares. 

The site was fortified with massive stone walls and had a sophisticated water management system, 

including reservoirs, channels, and wells. The city was divided into three parts: the citadel, the 

middle town, and the lower town. The citadel was the highest point of the site and was probably 

used for the ruling elite. 

One of the most notable features of Dholavira is its sophisticated water conservation system, which 

is believed to have been used for both drinking water and irrigation. The system consisted of dams, 

reservoirs, canals, and underground drainage systems. 

Excavations at the site have uncovered a wealth of artifacts, including pottery, beads, seals, 

terracotta figurines, and metal objects such as copper and bronze tools. The site also yielded 

evidence of a script that has yet to be deciphered, along with a large number of seals and sealings 

bearing the Indus script. 

Overall, Dholavira provides important insights into the urban planning, water management, and 

material culture of the Harappan civilization in the Indian subcontinent. 

 

(c) Rakhigarhi 

Ans8 c Rakhigarhi is an archaeological site located in the state of Haryana, India. It is considered one 

of the largest and most important Indus Valley Civilization sites, covering an area of about 350 

hectares. Rakhigarhi was first discovered in 1963 and has been excavated by various archaeologists 

and teams over the years. 

The excavations at Rakhigarhi have revealed the existence of a highly advanced and organized urban 

settlement dating back to around 2500 BCE. The site is believed to have been inhabited for several 

centuries and was a major center of the Indus Valley Civilization. The site has been divided into 

several mounds or "tells" and excavations have been carried out on each of them. 



 

 

The findings at Rakhigarhi have provided significant insights into the social, economic, and cultural 

aspects of the Indus Valley Civilization. Some of the major discoveries include a large granary, a 

cemetery, a drainage system, and a number of pottery, jewelry, and other artifacts. The granary is 

one of the most significant findings, as it indicates the existence of a highly organized and centralized 

system of food storage and distribution. 

The site has also yielded human remains, which have been subjected to genetic analysis. The genetic 

studies have revealed a significant genetic continuity between the Harappan population and the 

present-day population of the Indian subcontinent. 

Rakhigarhi has been the subject of much debate and controversy in recent years, with some scholars 

questioning the authenticity of the findings and others suggesting that the site may have been larger 

and more significant than previously thought. Despite these debates, Rakhigarhi remains one of the 

most important archaeological sites in India and continues to attract the attention of researchers 

and scholars from around the world. 

 

(d) National Museum 

Ans8 d The National Museum is located in New Delhi, India, and is one of the largest museums in the 

country. It was established in 1949 and is managed by the Ministry of Culture. The museum houses a 

vast collection of artifacts, works of art, manuscripts, and other items of historical and cultural 

significance. 

The National Museum has over 200,000 artifacts on display, including items from ancient Indian 

civilizations, such as the Indus Valley Civilization, the Mauryan Empire, and the Gupta Empire. The 

museum also has galleries dedicated to art, textiles, jewelry, weapons, and other items of cultural 

significance from different regions of India. 

The National Museum is not only a repository of India's cultural heritage but also serves as a center 

for research, education, and public outreach. The museum conducts lectures, seminars, and 

workshops on various aspects of Indian history and culture. It also collaborates with other museums 

and cultural institutions in India and abroad. 

The National Museum is a must-visit destination for anyone interested in Indian history and culture. 

It provides a glimpse into the rich and diverse cultural heritage of India and helps visitors appreciate 

the depth and complexity of this ancient civilization. 


