
 

 

Understanding Globalisation PYQ 2021 

 

Q1. The world is a 'Global Village'. Analyze this statement in the context of Globalization. 

Ans1. The statement "the world is a global village" is often used to describe the phenomenon of 

globalization. Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of 

countries through the exchange of goods, services, information, and ideas on a global scale. 

Advances in technology, communication, and transportation have made the world more 

interconnected, creating a sense of global community or village-like closeness. In this context, let's 

analyze the statement in relation to globalization. 

Communication: Globalization has revolutionized communication, making it easier and faster to 

connect with people around the world. Through the internet, social media, and other 

communication technologies, individuals can interact, share information, and collaborate regardless 

of geographic boundaries. This has transformed the world into a global village, where people can 

communicate and share ideas in real-time, transcending cultural and national boundaries. 

Economy: Globalization has led to the integration of economies across the world. Trade in goods and 

services, international investments, and global supply chains have become commonplace, blurring 

the lines between national economies. Companies can operate globally, and consumers can access 

products and services from different countries, leading to a globalized economy. This economic 

interdependence has created a sense of a global village, where economic activities are 

interconnected and have far-reaching impacts across borders. 

Culture: Globalization has also facilitated the exchange of cultural ideas, values, and practices. The 

spread of media, entertainment, and popular culture from one country to another has led to the 

blending of cultural influences and the creation of a globalized culture. People can access and adopt 

cultural elements from different parts of the world, leading to a global village where cultural 

boundaries are fluid and interconnected. 

Migration and Mobility: Globalization has increased global migration and mobility, leading to the 

movement of people across borders for work, education, and other purposes. This has resulted in 

diverse communities and neighborhoods with people from different parts of the world living and 

interacting with each other. This mobility has led to the mixing of cultures, traditions, and ideas, 

creating a global village where people from different backgrounds live side by side. 

Global Challenges: Globalization has also brought to the forefront global challenges that require 

collaborative efforts from different countries. Issues such as climate change, pandemics, terrorism, 

and poverty are global in nature and require international cooperation for effective solutions. This 

has led to the recognition of shared global responsibilities and the need for collective action, creating 

a sense of a global village where nations must work together to address common challenges. 

Inequalities: However, it is important to note that while globalization has created a sense of 

interconnectedness, it has also exacerbated global inequalities. Disparities in wealth, power, and 

access to resources persist, leading to uneven benefits and burdens of globalization. Not all countries 

or communities have benefited equally from globalization, and this has resulted in social, economic, 

and political inequalities at the global level. This challenges the notion of a truly unified global village 

where all members have equal opportunities and benefits. 



 

 

In conclusion, the statement "the world is a global village" captures the essence of globalization, 

highlighting how the world has become more interconnected and interdependent through advances 

in technology, communication, economy, culture, mobility, and global challenges. It emphasizes the 

increasing interconnectedness of people and nations on a global scale, transcending traditional 

boundaries. However, it is important to recognize that globalization also has its challenges, including 

inequalities and disparities, which need to be addressed for a more inclusive and equitable global 

village. 

 

 

Q2. What do you understand by ‘Culture’? Critically examine the various debates related to 

Cultural Globalization. 

Ans2. Culture can be broadly defined as the shared beliefs, values, norms, customs, traditions, 

language, arts, and other symbolic systems that shape the way of life of a group of people or a 

society. It encompasses the knowledge, beliefs, behaviors, and artifacts that are transmitted from 

one generation to another and shape the identity, behavior, and worldview of individuals within that 

culture. Culture is dynamic and constantly evolving, influenced by various factors such as history, 

geography, religion, politics, and social interactions. 

Cultural globalization refers to the spread, exchange, and interaction of cultural ideas, practices, 

products, and values on a global scale. It is facilitated by advances in communication, transportation, 

and technology, which have made the world more interconnected and interdependent. Cultural 

globalization has been a subject of debate among scholars and policymakers, with varying 

perspectives and opinions. 

There are several debates related to cultural globalization, including: 

Homogenization vs. Heterogenization: One debate centers on whether cultural globalization leads to 

homogenization or heterogenization of cultures. Some argue that globalization leads to the spread of 

a dominant, Westernized culture, eroding local cultures and promoting cultural homogenization. This 

view argues that global media, consumerism, and Western values are erasing traditional cultures and 

promoting a homogenized global culture. However, others argue that globalization leads to 

heterogenization, as local cultures adapt, reinterpret, and mix with global cultural elements, creating 

hybrid cultures that are unique and diverse. This perspective emphasizes the agency of local cultures 

and their ability to resist and transform global influences. 

Cultural Imperialism vs. Cultural Diversity: Another debate relates to the power dynamics in cultural 

globalization. Some argue that cultural globalization promotes cultural imperialism, where dominant 

cultures from economically and politically powerful countries impose their values, ideas, and 

products on less powerful cultures, leading to cultural domination and loss of diversity. This 

perspective emphasizes the power imbalances in global cultural flows and the potential negative 

impacts on local cultures. On the other hand, others argue that cultural globalization can also lead to 

cultural diversity, as it provides opportunities for cross-cultural exchange, dialogue, and creativity. 

This view highlights the potential for cultural hybridity, resistance, and the emergence of new 

cultural forms. 

Global vs. Local: The debate also revolves around the tension between global and local cultures. 

Critics of cultural globalization argue that it promotes a global homogenized culture at the expense 

of local cultures, eroding traditional values, and identities. They express concerns about the loss of 



 

 

authenticity, cultural heritage, and local knowledge. However, proponents of cultural globalization 

argue that it can also enhance local cultures by providing new opportunities for expression, 

creativity, and cultural innovation. They argue that globalization can enable local cultures to reach 

global audiences, gain visibility, and generate economic benefits. 

Cultural Commodification: Critics of cultural globalization also raise concerns about the 

commodification of culture, where cultural products and practices are transformed into commodities 

for global consumption. They argue that this commodification can lead to the commercialization, 

standardization, and exploitation of culture, reducing it to a mere commodity and undermining its 

intrinsic value. They express concerns about cultural appropriation, intellectual property rights, and 

the ethical implications of commodifying culture. On the other hand, supporters of cultural 

globalization argue that it can create economic opportunities for cultural industries, artists, and 

producers, leading to cultural innovation, creativity, and economic growth. 

Identity and Hybridity: The debate also revolves around the issue of identity and hybridity in cultural 

globalization. Critics argue that globalization can lead to cultural dislocation, loss of identity, and 

social disorientation as individuals and communities are exposed to global influences. They express 

concerns about the erosion of traditional cultural identities and the fragmentation of communities. 

However, others argue that cultural globalization can also lead to the emergence of new hybrid 

identities, where individuals and communities creatively negotiate and adapt to global cultural 

influences while retaining their local cultural roots. They argue that cultural hybridity can lead to the 

formation of complex and dynamic identities that reflect the diversity and interconnectedness of the 

global world. 

In conclusion, culture is a complex and multifaceted concept that plays a significant role in shaping 

societies and individuals. Cultural globalization, as a process of the spread and interaction of cultural 

ideas, practices, and values on a global scale, has been a subject of debate. The debates related to 

cultural globalization revolve around issues such as homogenization vs. heterogenization, cultural 

imperialism vs. cultural diversity, global vs. local, commodification of culture, and identity and 

hybridity. These debates highlight the multidimensional nature of cultural globalization and its 

impacts on local cultures, identities, and societies. It is important to critically examine and 

understand the diverse perspectives and dynamics of cultural globalization to navigate its 

complexities and potential implications in a globalized world. 

 

 

Q3. Inequality is not the same as poverty because inequality can rise while poverty can reduce. 

Critically analyze the statement in context of impact of Globalization in Global South. 

Ans3. The statement that "inequality is not the same as poverty because inequality can rise while 

poverty can reduce" highlights an important distinction between two related but distinct concepts: 

inequality and poverty. While the two are often interconnected, they do not always change in 

tandem, especially in the context of globalization and its impact on the Global South. 

Globalization, broadly defined as the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of 

countries through the exchange of goods, services, information, and ideas, has had both positive and 

negative effects on different regions of the world, particularly in the Global South, which includes 

developing countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean. 



 

 

One of the key impacts of globalization in the Global South has been economic growth and poverty 

reduction. Proponents of globalization argue that it has brought economic opportunities, foreign 

investment, and technological advancements, leading to economic growth in many countries. As a 

result, poverty levels have decreased in some regions, with more people moving out of extreme 

poverty and gaining access to basic necessities such as food, education, and healthcare. This has 

been particularly evident in countries such as China and India, which have experienced rapid 

economic growth and poverty reduction in recent decades. 

However, the reduction in poverty has not necessarily translated into a reduction in inequality. In 

fact, globalization has often been associated with increasing income and wealth inequality, both 

within and between countries. Globalization has facilitated the concentration of wealth and power in 

the hands of a few, leading to the rise of global elites and exacerbating disparities in income and 

wealth distribution. Transnational corporations and multinational companies have been able to 

exploit cheap labor in the Global South, leading to wage stagnation, job insecurity, and poor working 

conditions for many workers. Additionally, globalization has led to the erosion of traditional 

livelihoods and local economies, particularly in rural areas, leading to social dislocation and 

marginalization of vulnerable communities. 

Furthermore, globalization has also brought about cultural and social changes in the Global South, 

which have both positive and negative implications. The spread of global media, consumerism, and 

Western cultural values has led to the erosion of local cultures and traditional ways of life, resulting 

in a loss of cultural diversity and identity. This has led to debates about the homogenization of 

culture and the impact of cultural imperialism, where dominant global cultures impose their values 

and norms on local cultures, often resulting in cultural inequality. 

In conclusion, the statement that "inequality is not the same as poverty because inequality can rise 

while poverty can reduce" is valid in the context of globalization in the Global South. While 

globalization has led to economic growth and poverty reduction in some regions, it has also been 

associated with increasing income and wealth inequality, erosion of local livelihoods and cultures, 

and social dislocation. It is important to critically analyze the multidimensional impacts of 

globalization in the Global South to understand its implications for inequality and poverty dynamics, 

and to address the challenges and opportunities it presents for sustainable and inclusive 

development. Policy interventions, such as equitable distribution of wealth, access to education and 

healthcare, protection of workers' rights, and promotion of cultural diversity, can play a crucial role in 

mitigating the negative impacts of globalization and promoting more equitable outcomes for 

marginalized communities in the Global South. 

 

 

Q4. The global character of terrorism reveals the darker side of globalization. Discuss. 

Ans4. Terrorism, as a form of violence aimed at creating fear, panic, and intimidation, has emerged as 

a global phenomenon in the modern era. The global character of terrorism reflects the darker side of 

globalization, as it demonstrates how the interconnectedness and interdependence of nations in a 

globalized world can be exploited for violent and destructive purposes. In this essay, we will examine 

how terrorism exemplifies the darker side of globalization, including its causes, impacts, and 

challenges. 



 

 

One of the key drivers of global terrorism is the ease of communication, travel, and networking 

facilitated by globalization. Advancements in technology and transportation have made it easier for 

terrorist groups to communicate, recruit, fundraise, and coordinate attacks across national borders. 

The internet and social media have become powerful tools for spreading extremist ideologies, 

recruiting new members, and planning attacks. Global travel has also facilitated the movement of 

terrorists across borders, enabling them to carry out attacks in different countries and evade capture. 

Moreover, globalization has created socioeconomic disparities and inequalities, which can fuel 

grievances and resentment that terrorists exploit. Globalization has led to uneven economic 

development, with some regions and communities benefiting more than others. This has resulted in 

perceived or real marginalization, discrimination, and exclusion of certain groups, which can fuel 

grievances and lead to radicalization. For instance, economic disparities, political marginalization, 

and social discrimination have been cited as factors contributing to the rise of terrorist groups in 

various regions such as the Middle East, South Asia, and Africa. 

The impacts of terrorism are also global in nature. Terrorist attacks can cause significant loss of life, 

destruction of property, and economic disruptions, not only in the targeted country but also in other 

countries with direct or indirect connections to the attack. The global nature of modern 

transportation and communication networks means that the effects of terrorist attacks can be felt 

beyond the immediate location of the attack, leading to ripple effects on trade, tourism, investment, 

and security policies. 

Global terrorism also poses challenges for international cooperation and security. Addressing 

terrorism requires coordinated efforts among countries, including information sharing, intelligence 

cooperation, law enforcement coordination, and diplomatic engagement. However, the globalized 

nature of terrorism also means that terrorists can exploit gaps in international cooperation and cross-

border vulnerabilities. The transnational nature of terrorism often complicates efforts to prevent, 

mitigate, and respond to attacks, as terrorists can exploit differences in laws, regulations, and 

enforcement capacities across countries. 

Furthermore, counterterrorism measures can also pose challenges to human rights, civil liberties, 

and democratic principles. In the pursuit of counterterrorism efforts, governments may implement 

measures that infringe upon individual rights, such as surveillance, profiling, and restrictions on 

freedom of expression, association, and movement. These measures can sometimes lead to 

discrimination, stigmatization, and violations of human rights, and can create tensions between 

security imperatives and human rights protections. 

In conclusion, the global character of terrorism reveals the darker side of globalization. While 

globalization has brought many positive changes to the world, such as economic growth, cultural 

exchange, and technological advancements, it has also facilitated the spread and impact of terrorism. 

The ease of communication, travel, and networking, as well as socioeconomic disparities and 

grievances, have contributed to the global nature of terrorism. The impacts of terrorism are also 

global, affecting not only the targeted country but also other countries with direct or indirect 

connections. Addressing terrorism requires international cooperation and coordination, but it also 

poses challenges to security, human rights, and democratic principles. It is important for countries to 

work together to address the root causes of terrorism, promote inclusive and equitable 

development, protect human rights, and strengthen international cooperation to effectively combat 

the global threat of terrorism. 

 



 

 

Q5. What are the major impacts of climate change on environment? Discuss the international 

agreements introduced to prevent environmental degradation. 

Ans5. Climate change, driven primarily by human activities such as burning fossil fuels, deforestation, 

and industrial processes, has significant impacts on the environment at global, regional, and local 

scales. These impacts are diverse and far-reaching, affecting various components of the natural 

environment, including ecosystems, biodiversity, water resources, land, and air. In this essay, we will 

discuss the major impacts of climate change on the environment and examine international 

agreements that have been introduced to prevent environmental degradation. 

One of the major impacts of climate change on the environment is the alteration of ecosystems and 

biodiversity. Climate change can disrupt ecosystems by affecting temperature and precipitation 

patterns, altering habitats, and causing shifts in species distributions and phenology (timing of 

biological events). This can result in changes in the composition and functioning of ecosystems, 

affecting plant and animal populations, food webs, and ecosystem services. Biodiversity, the variety 

of life on Earth, is also threatened by climate change as many species struggle to adapt to rapidly 

changing conditions, leading to extinction risks and loss of genetic diversity. 

Another significant impact of climate change is on water resources. Changes in precipitation 

patterns, melting glaciers, and rising sea levels can affect water availability, quality, and distribution. 

Some regions may experience increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, such as 

floods and droughts, which can disrupt water cycles, impact freshwater availability, and lead to 

changes in water quality. Changes in water availability can affect agriculture, food production, human 

health, and ecosystem functioning. 

Climate change also affects land resources. Rising temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and 

increased frequency and severity of wildfires can impact land cover, vegetation patterns, and soil 

quality. Changes in land cover and vegetation can lead to alterations in carbon storage, nutrient 

cycling, and habitat availability for wildlife. Soil erosion, degradation, and loss can also occur due to 

changes in precipitation patterns, extreme weather events, and changes in land use practices 

associated with climate change. 

Air quality is another area of concern in relation to climate change. Climate change can impact air 

quality through changes in atmospheric composition and increased frequency and severity of 

wildfires. Higher temperatures and changing precipitation patterns can also affect the formation and 

dispersal of air pollutants, such as particulate matter, ozone, and smog, which can have adverse 

effects on human health, agriculture, and ecosystems. 

To address the challenges posed by climate change and prevent environmental degradation, various 

international agreements have been introduced. The United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC), established in 1992, is a global environmental treaty aimed at stabilizing 

greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere to prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference 

with the climate system. The UNFCCC has led to subsequent agreements, including the Kyoto 

Protocol (1997) and the Paris Agreement (2015), which set targets for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions, promoting adaptation and mitigation measures, and providing financial support to 

developing countries. 

The Kyoto Protocol, which was adopted in 1997 and entered into force in 2005, introduced binding 

emissions reduction targets for developed countries (known as Annex I countries) and established 

mechanisms for international cooperation on emissions trading and clean development projects. 



 

 

However, the Kyoto Protocol had limited success in achieving its goals, as not all countries 

participated, and emissions from developing countries continued to rise. 

The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, is a more comprehensive and inclusive international 

agreement that aims to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 

levels, and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The Paris 

Agreement requires all countries, both developed and developing, to submit voluntary Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) outlining their emissions reduction targets and mitigation and 

adaptation measures. It also establishes mechanisms for financial support, technology transfer, and 

capacity-building to help developing countries transition to a low-carbon and climate resilient 

pathway. 

Despite the international agreements and efforts to address climate change, there are challenges 

and debates related to cultural globalization. One of the debates is the issue of equity and fairness in 

the distribution of responsibilities and burdens among countries. Developing countries, particularly 

those in the Global South, argue that they have contributed less to the problem of climate change 

historically but are disproportionately affected by its impacts due to their vulnerability and limited 

capacity to adapt. They argue that developed countries, which have historically been major emitters 

of greenhouse gases, should take greater responsibility in terms of emissions reductions, financial 

support, and technology transfer to help developing countries address climate change. 

Another debate is the issue of economic development versus environmental protection. Some argue 

that the pursuit of economic growth and development, particularly in developing countries, may be 

prioritized over environmental concerns. Economic activities associated with globalization, such as 

industrialization, urbanization, and increased consumption patterns, can contribute to environmental 

degradation and climate change. Balancing economic development with environmental protection is 

a complex challenge, as countries strive to meet their economic growth targets while also addressing 

climate change and environmental concerns. 

There is also a debate about the role of technology in addressing climate change. Proponents argue 

that technological innovations and advancements can provide solutions to mitigate climate change 

impacts and promote sustainable development. For example, renewable energy technologies, such 

as solar, wind, and hydropower, can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote a transition to a 

low-carbon economy. However, there are concerns about the accessibility and affordability of these 

technologies, particularly for developing countries, and the potential negative social and 

environmental impacts associated with their production and use. 

Furthermore, cultural globalization can also impact traditional knowledge, practices, and indigenous 

rights related to the environment. Globalization can lead to the spread of Western cultural norms 

and values, which may not align with traditional and indigenous knowledge systems and practices 

that have sustained local environments for generations. This can result in the erosion of traditional 

knowledge and practices, loss of cultural diversity, and challenges to indigenous rights and land 

tenure, which can have implications for environmental sustainability and social justice. 

In conclusion, climate change is a significant environmental challenge that has far-reaching impacts 

on various components of the environment, and international agreements have been introduced to 

address this issue. However, there are debates related to cultural globalization, including issues of 

equity, economic development versus environmental protection, the role of technology, and impacts 

on traditional knowledge and practices. Addressing these debates and challenges is crucial in 

ensuring that efforts to prevent environmental degradation and mitigate climate change are 



 

 

effective, equitable, and sustainable, particularly for countries in the Global South that are often 

disproportionately affected by the darker side of globalization. 

 

 

Q6. What are the various challenges plaguing the Security Council ? Should India be given a 

permanent seat in the Council? Give appropriate reasons for your answer. 

Ans6. The United Nations Security Council is the principal organ responsible for maintaining 

international peace and security. However, the Security Council faces various challenges that have 

been a subject of debate and discussion among member states. Some of the major challenges 

plaguing the Security Council include: 

Veto power of the permanent members: The five permanent members of the Security Council, 

namely the United States, Russia, China, France, and the United Kingdom, possess veto power, which 

allows them to block any substantive resolution, even if it has broad support from other member 

states. This can lead to deadlock and hinder the Council's ability to effectively respond to global 

crises, conflicts, and security challenges. 

Representation and inclusivity: The current composition of the Security Council is often criticized for 

being outdated and not fully representative of the contemporary global geopolitical landscape. Many 

countries, particularly developing nations, argue that the Council lacks adequate representation, 

particularly for African, Latin American, and Asian countries. This can lead to a perceived lack of 

legitimacy and fairness in decision-making processes. 

Limited effectiveness in conflict resolution: The Security Council has faced challenges in resolving 

long-standing conflicts in various regions, such as the Middle East, Africa, and Asia. Differences 

among the permanent members, divergent national interests, and the use of veto power can hinder 

the Council's ability to take decisive actions to prevent or resolve conflicts. 

Political considerations: The Security Council is often criticized for being influenced by political 

considerations of its member states, which can affect its decision-making processes. Political 

rivalries, conflicting national interests, and power dynamics among the permanent members can 

impede the Council's ability to take timely and effective actions to address global security challenges. 

Relevance and reform: There have been calls for reforming the Security Council to make it more 

representative, transparent, and effective in addressing contemporary security challenges. However, 

achieving consensus on the reform proposals has been challenging, as different member states have 

varying perspectives and interests. 

As for the question of whether India should be given a permanent seat in the Security Council, it is a 

complex and contentious issue. India, as one of the world's largest democracies and a rising global 

power, has been advocating for reforming the Security Council to reflect the contemporary global 

geopolitical realities. India argues that it deserves a permanent seat in the Security Council based on 

its population, economic strength, and contribution to global peacekeeping efforts. 

Proponents of India's inclusion as a permanent member argue that it would enhance the Council's 

representation and make it more reflective of the current global power dynamics. India's inclusion is 

seen as a step towards rectifying the historical imbalance in the Council's composition, which is 

perceived to be outdated and unrepresentative. 



 

 

Furthermore, India has been a responsible global actor, contributing significantly to UN peacekeeping 

operations, promoting multilateralism, and advocating for global peace and security. India's diverse 

culture, democratic values, and commitment to the rule of law are seen as valuable contributions to 

the Security Council's deliberations. 

However, there are also arguments against India's inclusion as a permanent member of the Security 

Council. Some argue that adding more permanent members could further complicate decision-

making processes and hinder the Council's effectiveness. There are concerns about the potential 

abuse of veto power by additional permanent members, leading to further deadlock and inaction. 

Additionally, some member states may have differing perspectives and interests on India's inclusion, 

and achieving consensus among all member states on this issue could be challenging. 

In conclusion, the question of whether India should be given a permanent seat in the Security 

Council is a complex and contentious issue with varying perspectives. While India's inclusion may 

enhance the Council's representation and reflect the contemporary global power dynamics, it also 

raises challenges related to decision-making processes, effectiveness, and consensus among member 

states. Any decision on this matter would require careful consideration and deliberation among 

member states, taking into account the diverse perspectives and interests involved. 

It is worth noting that discussions on Security Council reform have been ongoing for many years, and 

various proposals have been put forth to address the issue of representation, effectiveness, and 

inclusivity. However, achieving consensus among the member states, particularly the permanent 

members with veto power, has proven to be challenging. Any decision on India's inclusion as a 

permanent member of the Security Council would require careful consideration of the potential 

benefits, challenges, and implications for the functioning and effectiveness of the Council as the 

primary organ responsible for maintaining international peace and security. 

In conclusion, the challenges faced by the Security Council, including the veto power of permanent 

members, limited effectiveness in conflict resolution, political considerations, and the need for 

reform, are important factors to consider in the ongoing discussions on global governance and the 

role of the United Nations in addressing global security challenges. The question of whether India 

should be given a permanent seat in the Security Council is a complex issue that requires thoughtful 

consideration of various perspectives and interests, keeping in mind the principles of inclusivity, 

representation, and effectiveness in global governance. 


