
 

 

Bestsellers and Genre Fiction PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. Who is Ram Bharosa in The Blue Umbrella? Write a note on this character. 

Ans. Ram Bharosa is a pivotal character in the novel "The Blue Umbrella" by Ruskin Bond. He is a 

kind-hearted shopkeeper who runs a small shop in the remote Himalayan village of Barlowganj. 

Ram Bharosa is a wise and gentle man who is respected and loved by everyone in the village. He is 

known for his honesty and integrity, and he always tries to do the right thing. He is also very 

observant and has a keen sense of empathy, which helps him understand the people around him and 

their needs. 

In the story, Ram Bharosa becomes involved in the conflict between a little girl named Binya and a 

tourist who tries to buy her cherished blue umbrella. Ram Bharosa plays an instrumental role in 

resolving the conflict, acting as a mediator between the two parties and ultimately helping Binya 

keep her prized possession. 

Ram Bharosa's character represents the wisdom and kindness that can be found in everyday people. 

His selflessness and compassion make him a beloved figure in the village, and he serves as a 

reminder that even in the most remote places, there are still good people willing to help others.  

 

 

Q2. Analyse the character of Ayurvati in The Immortals of Meluha. 

Ans. Ayurvati is a significant character in the novel "The Immortals of Meluha" by Amish Tripathi. She 

is a skilled doctor and the chief medical officer of the Suryavanshi tribe, who later becomes a close 

confidant of the protagonist, Shiva. 

Ayurvati is a wise and pragmatic person who believes in the power of science and rationality. She is a 

firm believer in the idea that the medical profession is one of the noblest professions as it involves 

saving lives. She is often seen dispensing medical advice and providing treatment to the injured, 

demonstrating her expertise in her field. 

One of Ayurvati's most remarkable qualities is her courage and her willingness to challenge 

established norms. She is unafraid to speak her mind, even if it means going against the prevailing 

beliefs of her community. For example, she challenges the notion that the Chandravanshis are evil 

and argues that they are simply different from the Suryavanshis. 

Furthermore, Ayurvati is also a compassionate and empathetic person, always ready to lend a 

helping hand to those in need. She is particularly kind to Shiva and supports him through his 

struggles, both physical and emotional. She is instrumental in helping Shiva unlock the power of the 

Neelkanth and shows him great respect and admiration. 

In conclusion, Ayurvati is a multifaceted character in "The Immortals of Meluha" who embodies 

wisdom, courage, compassion, and scientific rationality. She is a valuable ally to the protagonist and 

an excellent example of a character who challenges the status quo while still adhering to her beliefs 

and principles.  



 

 

 

 

Q3. Write a short note on Obed Ramotswe in No. 1Ladies Detective Agency. 

Ans. Obed Ramotswe is a minor character in the novel "The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency" by 

Alexander McCall Smith. He is the father of the main character, Mma Precious Ramotswe, and a 

significant influence on her life. 

Obed Ramotswe is portrayed as a kind and caring man who values his family above all else. He is a 

hard worker who ran a successful cattle farm in Botswana, and he instilled in his daughter a strong 

work ethic and a sense of responsibility. 

Despite his limited formal education, Obed Ramotswe is portrayed as an intelligent and perceptive 

person who has a deep understanding of the people and the land of Botswana. His wisdom and 

knowledge of the country's culture and customs are passed on to his daughter, and they play a 

significant role in shaping Mma Ramotswe's character. 

In the story, Obed Ramotswe passes away, and his death has a profound impact on Mma Ramotswe. 

She feels a deep sense of loss and grief, and her memories of her father help her navigate the 

challenges she faces as a detective. 

Overall, while Obed Ramotswe is not a central character in the story, he plays a critical role in 

shaping the protagonist's character and the themes of the novel. His memory is a constant presence 

throughout the story, and his wisdom and kindness continue to guide Mma Ramotswe even after his 

passing.  

 

 

Q4. What makes Radar a memorable character in Paper Towns? 

Ans. Radar is a memorable character in the novel "Paper Towns" by John Green, primarily because of 

his unique personality and his close friendship with the protagonist, Quentin Jacobsen. 

One of Radar's defining characteristics is his intelligence. He is a genius, with an impressive 

knowledge of a wide range of subjects. Despite this, he is humble and unassuming, and he never 

flaunts his intellect. Instead, he uses it to help his friends, often providing them with valuable 

information and insights. 

Radar is also known for his sense of humor, which is often self-deprecating and witty. He is a likable 

and funny character who brings levity to the story and provides some of its most memorable 

moments. 

Another reason that Radar stands out is his loyalty and his unwavering support for his friends. He is 

always there for Quentin, even when it means putting himself in uncomfortable or challenging 

situations. For example, he helps Quentin search for Margo and takes part in a risky road trip to find 

her. 

Finally, Radar's unique hobbies and interests make him an interesting and memorable character. He 

is passionate about collecting rare and valuable black Santas, and his collection becomes a running 



 

 

joke throughout the novel. Additionally, his obsession with Omnictionary, an online encyclopedia 

that he helps run, demonstrates his commitment to knowledge and learning. 

Overall, Radar is a standout character in "Paper Towns" because of his intelligence, humor, loyalty, 

and unique interests. He is a fully-realized character who adds depth and richness to the story, and 

his friendship with Quentin is one of the novel's most significant relationships.  

 

 

Q5. Genre fiction becomes a bestseller when it breaks away from a well-established formula. 

Would you agree? Give a reasoned answer in relation to any one text from the syllabus. 

Ans. It is true that genre fiction can become a bestseller when it breaks away from a well-established 

formula. One example of this is the novel "Gone Girl" by Gillian Flynn, which defies the conventions 

of the thriller and mystery genres in several ways. 

One way that "Gone Girl" breaks away from the established formula is through its use of multiple 

perspectives. Instead of focusing solely on the protagonist or the villain, the novel switches between 

the perspectives of two main characters, Amy and Nick. This creates a complex and nuanced 

portrayal of their relationship and their motivations, which is not typical in the thriller or mystery 

genre. 

Another way that "Gone Girl" subverts genre conventions is through its unreliable narrators. Both 

Amy and Nick are unreliable narrators who deceive the reader and each other throughout the novel. 

This creates a sense of tension and uncertainty, which is not typically seen in the genre. 

In addition, "Gone Girl" challenges the typical gender roles and power dynamics in a thriller or 

mystery novel. The female protagonist, Amy, is not a damsel in distress, but rather a strong and 

manipulative character who is not afraid to use her intelligence and wit to get what she wants. This is 

a departure from the typical portrayal of women in the genre. 

Overall, "Gone Girl" is a bestseller because it breaks away from the established formula of the thriller 

and mystery genre. It defies conventions through its use of multiple perspectives, unreliable 

narrators, and challenging of typical gender roles and power dynamics. By doing so, it creates a 

complex and nuanced portrayal of its characters and their motivations, which keeps the reader 

engaged and invested in the story.  

 

 

Q6. Discuss the relationship between Shiva and Sati, and its importance in the novel, The 

Immortals of Meluha by Amish Tripathi  

Ans. The relationship between Shiva and Sati is a central theme in the novel "The Immortals of 

Meluha" by Amish Tripathi. It is an essential element of the plot, character development, and the 

novel's exploration of themes related to love, loyalty, duty, and destiny. 

Shiva and Sati's relationship begins as an intense attraction between two people from vastly different 

backgrounds. Shiva is a warrior from outside the kingdom of Meluha, while Sati is the daughter of 

the emperor of Meluha. Despite their differences, they are drawn to each other, and their 

relationship soon develops into a deep love. 



 

 

Their relationship is significant in the novel because it explores the idea of love as a transformative 

force. Shiva's love for Sati changes him as a person, and he becomes more empathetic, 

compassionate, and selfless. Sati's love for Shiva makes her question the rigid caste system and social 

norms of Meluha, which she has always followed without question. 

Their relationship also challenges the notion of duty and destiny. Shiva is destined to be the savior of 

Meluha, while Sati is expected to follow the traditions and duties of her role as a princess. However, 

their love for each other makes them question their respective roles and responsibilities, leading 

them to make choices that go against their prescribed destiny. 

The relationship between Shiva and Sati also highlights the importance of loyalty and sacrifice. Shiva 

is willing to risk his life and go against his destiny to protect Sati, while Sati is willing to give up her 

status and position for Shiva's sake. Their loyalty and sacrifice for each other become a significant 

theme in the novel, emphasizing the importance of love and commitment in relationships. 

In conclusion, the relationship between Shiva and Sati is a crucial aspect of the novel "The Immortals 

of Meluha." It explores themes related to love, duty, destiny, loyalty, and sacrifice and shows how 

love can transform people and make them question their predetermined roles and responsibilities. 

Their relationship is a reminder that love can be a powerful force that can change the course of 

destiny.  

 

 

Q7. Women are the ones who know what's going on. They are the ones With eyes. Have you not 

read Agatha Christie?" Critically comment on Mma Ramotswe's statement and her desire to run a 

detective agency by and for women. 

Ans. Mma Ramotswe's statement, "Women are the ones who know what's going on. They are the 

ones with eyes. Have you not read Agatha Christie?" is a reflection of her belief that women have 

unique insight into the world around them, and this belief is central to her desire to run a detective 

agency by and for women. 

Mma Ramotswe believes that women are uniquely suited to be detectives because of their ability to 

observe and understand people's behavior. She argues that women are more attuned to the nuances 

of human behavior, which allows them to solve cases more effectively than men. This belief is 

evident in her decision to establish the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency, a business that is exclusively 

run by women. 

Mma Ramotswe's desire to run a detective agency by and for women is significant because it 

challenges the male-dominated power structures in Botswana. She believes that women can achieve 

success and independence through their own hard work and intelligence, rather than relying on men 

for support. Mma Ramotswe's agency also provides a platform for women to speak out about their 

experiences and concerns, further empowering them in a society where their voices are often 

marginalized. 

However, it is important to note that Mma Ramotswe's view that women are inherently better 

detectives than men is not necessarily true. While women may bring a different perspective and skill 

set to detective work, men can also be highly effective detectives. Furthermore, it is important to 

acknowledge that women are not a monolithic group, and there are many factors that can influence 



 

 

a person's ability to be a successful detective, including education, experience, and personal 

qualities. 

In conclusion, Mma Ramotswe's statement about women's unique insight and her desire to run a 

detective agency by and for women reflect her belief in the importance of empowering women and 

challenging gender roles in Botswana. While her view that women are inherently better detectives 

than men may be flawed, her efforts to create a platform for women to achieve success and 

independence are commendable.  

 

 

Q8. Although we write, to-a great extent for ourselves, but at the same time, writing is an art of 

communication. So, a writer has to have some reader in mind." Who is Ruskin Bond's ideal reader? 

Discuss his fiction in terms of genre and style, using the prescribed text as your point of reference. 

Ans. Ruskin Bond is a renowned Indian author who has written several novels, short stories, and 

essays. In his works, Bond often explores themes related to nature, human relationships, and the joys 

and struggles of life. His writing style is simple and evocative, and his works are often characterized 

as belonging to the genre of Indian English literature. 

Bond's ideal reader is someone who is curious, observant, and open-minded. He writes for readers 

who appreciate the beauty of nature and the intricacies of human relationships. His stories are often 

set in small towns and villages in India and feature characters from different walks of life. Bond's 

ideal reader is someone who can relate to these characters and their struggles and appreciate the 

simplicity and beauty of their lives. 

In terms of genre, Bond's works are often classified as belonging to the genre of Indian English 

literature, which is characterized by its focus on Indian themes and issues, as well as its use of English 

as a literary language. Bond's works also feature elements of the genre of literary fiction, which 

emphasizes character development and explores complex human relationships. 

In terms of style, Bond's writing is characterized by its simplicity, clarity, and evocativeness. His 

stories often feature descriptive passages that evoke the natural beauty of the Indian landscape, and 

his characters are often portrayed with empathy and sensitivity. Bond's writing style is also marked 

by its use of humor and irony, which add depth and nuance to his stories. 

The prescribed text, "The Night Train at Deoli," is a classic example of Bond's style and genre. The 

story is set in a small town in India and features a young man who falls in love with a girl he meets at 

a train station. The story explores themes related to love, longing, and the fleeting nature of life. 

Bond's writing in this story is marked by its simplicity and evocativeness, as well as its ability to 

capture the beauty and melancholy of life. 

In conclusion, Ruskin Bond's ideal reader is someone who appreciates the beauty of nature and the 

intricacies of human relationships. His works are often classified as belonging to the genre of Indian 

English literature and feature elements of literary fiction. His writing style is characterized by its 

simplicity, clarity, and evocativeness, and he often uses humor and irony to add depth and nuance to 

his stories. "The Night Train at Deoli" is a classic example of Bond's style and genre and showcases his 

ability to capture the beauty and melancholy of life in simple yet evocative language.  

 



 

 

 

Q9. The last twenty years have witnessed a substantial rise in commercial Indian fiction. What are 

the reasons for this growth? 

Ans. The last twenty years have indeed witnessed a significant rise in commercial Indian fiction. 

Several factors have contributed to this growth, including: 

Increase in literacy rates: With the rise in literacy rates in India, more people are reading books, 

which has led to a surge in demand for Indian fiction. 

Emergence of a new generation of writers: In the last two decades, a new generation of writers has 

emerged in India, who are writing in English and exploring themes that are relevant to contemporary 

India. These writers have been successful in capturing the attention of readers both in India and 

abroad. 

Increase in disposable income: With the growth of the Indian economy, there has been an increase in 

disposable income among the middle class, which has led to a rise in the number of people buying 

books. 

Rise of social media: Social media has played a significant role in the growth of Indian fiction. Writers 

are using social media to promote their books and connect with readers, while readers are using 

social media to discover new writers and books. 

Availability of publishing platforms: The rise of digital publishing platforms has made it easier for 

writers to self-publish their works. This has led to an increase in the number of books being 

published in India, which has contributed to the growth of Indian fiction. 

Increased global interest in Indian culture: There has been a growing interest in Indian culture and 

literature globally, which has led to more people reading Indian fiction. 

In conclusion, the growth of commercial Indian fiction in the last twenty years can be attributed to a 

combination of factors such as the increase in literacy rates, emergence of a new generation of 

writers, increase in disposable income, rise of social media, availability of publishing platforms, and 

increased global interest in Indian culture.  

 

 

Q10. Discuss the motif of the journey or road trip as seen Paper Towns. 

Ans. In "Paper Towns," the motif of the journey or road trip is a central theme that drives the plot 

and character development. The protagonist, Quentin, embarks on a journey to find his childhood 

friend and crush, Margo, who has disappeared after leaving behind a series of clues. 

The journey serves as a metaphor for Quentin's personal growth and self-discovery. He starts off as a 

timid and insecure teenager who is content with his mundane life, but through the journey, he gains 

confidence and learns to take risks. The road trip also allows Quentin to confront his feelings for 

Margo and realize that she is not the perfect, flawless girl he had made her out to be in his mind. 

 



 

 

The journey is also significant in the development of the supporting characters, such as Ben and 

Radar, who accompany Quentin on the road trip. Through their interactions, the reader gains insight 

into their personalities and motivations. 

The road trip also serves as a critique of the American suburban lifestyle. Quentin and his friends 

travel through various towns and cities, each of which is a reflection of the sterile, homogeneous 

suburban lifestyle they are trying to escape. The journey is an attempt to break free from the 

constraints of conformity and explore the world beyond their sheltered suburban existence. 

Overall, the motif of the journey or road trip in "Paper Towns" serves as a vehicle for the characters' 

personal growth and development, as well as a commentary on the limitations of suburban life. 


