Partition Literature PYQ 2021

SET-A
Q1. Critically comment on the title of Intizar Husain's novel Basti.

Ans. The title of Intizar Husain's novel "Basti" holds significant meaning and relevance to the themes
and narrative explored in the book. "Basti," which translates to "settlement" or "neighborhood" in
English, encapsulates the essence of the story's setting and serves as a metaphor for the larger social
and political context in which the characters exist.

On one level, the title refers to the physical space of a small town or village, emphasizing the close-
knit community and the interwoven relationships among its inhabitants. It reflects the idea of a
localized, self-contained world where people's lives and identities are deeply intertwined with the
surroundings they inhabit. This notion of a "basti" creates a sense of nostalgia and rootedness,
evoking a bygone era and a sense of belonging that is gradually eroded by the forces of history and
change.

However, the title also carries a deeper metaphorical weight, suggesting:a broader socio-political
landscape. "Basti" can be seen as representative of a microcosm of society, with its characters
symbolizing different social, cultural, and political ideologies. Through their experiences and
interactions, the novel explores themes such as nationalism, identity, religious tensions, and the
impact of historical events on individual lives.

In this context, the title "Basti" highlights the idea of a collective consciousness, where personal
narratives merge with the broader historical and social fabric. It reflects the complex and often
turbulent relationship between individuals and the larger societal framework they inhabit. Husain's
choice of title draws attention to the intricate web of human connections, the ways in which personal
stories intersect with collective histories, and the enduring impact of social and political upheavals.

Critically speaking, the title "Basti" successfully captures the multi-layered nature of the novel,
encompassing both the microcosm of a specific place and its inhabitants, as well as the macrocosm
of the larger socio-political context. It establishes a thematic framework that resonates throughout
the.narrative, exploring the complexities of human experience and the interplay between personal
and collective identities.

Q2. In for your lanes, my country by faiz ahmed faiz, the ports's progressive ideas are highlighted.
elaborate.

Ans. Faiz Ahmed Faiz, one of the most celebrated Urdu poets and intellectuals of the 20th century,
often used his poetry as a medium to express his progressive ideas and critique societal norms. In his
poem "In for your lanes, my country" (originally titled "Dekh Tera Kya/Liya Hai"), Faiz highlights the
progressive ideas of the poet and his vision for a more just and egalitarian society. Although | don't
have access to the specific details of this poem, | can provide a general analysis of Faiz's progressive
themes in his poetry.



1. Social Justice: Faiz's poetry frequently emphasizes the importance of social justice. He critiques
the oppressive systems, social inequalities, and injustices that exist in society. Through his verses, he
calls for the upliftment of the marginalized, the eradication of poverty, and the establishment of a
more equitable social order.

2. Resistance against Tyranny: Faiz's poems often voice his opposition to tyranny, authoritarianism,
and colonial oppression. He raises his voice against political and social forces that suppress freedom,
exploit the weak, and undermine human dignity. His poetry serves as a rallying cry for resistance and
the struggle for liberation.

3. Equality and Inclusivity: Faiz champions the values of equality and inclusivity. He challenges
discrimination based on class, caste, gender, or religious identity. His poetry celebrates the diversity
of human experiences and advocates for a society where all individuals are treated/with respect and
afforded equal opportunities.

4. Humanism and Empathy: Faiz's progressive ideas are rooted in a deep sense of humanism and
empathy. His poetry reflects his concern for the suffering of the common people and the need for
compassion and solidarity. He often highlights the power of love, understanding, and collective
action to bring about positive change.

5. Revolution and Transformation: Faiz's poetry resonates with.themes of revolution and
transformation. He envisions a society that breaks free from theshackles of oppressive systems,
where people come together to challenge the status quo'andbuild a better future. His verses inspire
hope, resilience, and the belief in the power of collective action.

Through his powerful and evocative language, Faiz uses poetry as a tool for social and political
critique. His progressive ideas encourage introspection, inspire activism, and advocate for a more
inclusive and just society. Faiz's work continues to resonate with readers, transcending time and
geographical boundaries, and.reminding us of the ongoing relevance of his progressive vision.

Q3. In Manto's Toba Tek Singh, madness is a trope through which Partition viewed and rejected.
Do you agree?

Ans. Yes, | agree that madness is a trope through which the Partition is viewed and rejected in
Manto's "Toba Tek Singh." In this iconic short story, Manto masterfully employs the theme of
madness to depict the absurdity and tragic consequences of the Partition of India in 1947.

The character of Bishan Singh, the protagonist, is an inmate of a mental asylum located in Toba Tek
Singh, a town situated near the border between India and Pakistan. As the news of the impending
exchange of Hindu and Muslim patients between the two newly formed nations reaches the asylum,
Bishan Singh's response to this madness becomes the central focus of the story.

Bishan Singh represents the collective madness and confusion experienced by countless individuals
during the Partition. Through his actions and words, Manto highlights the absurdity and
senselessness of the division and the impact it had on ordinary people. Bishan Singh's refusal to be
categorized or assigned a national identity mirrors the confusion and refusal to accept the new
boundaries that many individuals faced during that tumultuous time.



By using madness as a literary device, Manto effectively critiques the arbitrariness of the Partition
and exposes the irrationality and brutality of the decisions made by those in power. He demonstrates
how the madness of the Partition shattered lives, disrupted communities, and uprooted individuals
from their homes, often with tragic consequences.

Moreover, by placing the story within the context of a mental asylum, Manto offers a scathing
commentary on the sanity of the world outside. He questions the idea of sanity in a society that
perpetrates such violence and division. The asylum becomes a metaphor for the larger society,
reflecting the madness and chaos that engulfed the entire subcontinent during the Partition.

In conclusion, Manto's "Toba Tek Singh" uses the trope of madness to vividly depict the absurdity
and tragedy of the Partition. Through the character of Bishan Singh and the setting of a mental
asylum, Manto critiques the arbitrary nature of the division and exposes the profound impact it had
on individuals and society as a whole.

Q4. Discuss the relevance of cartography in The Shadow Lines.

Ans. In Amitav Ghosh's novel "The Shadow Lines," cartography, or the study/and representation of
maps, holds great relevance as a metaphorical and thematic device. The novel explores the
complexities of borders, boundaries, and the ways in‘which they shape individual and collective
identities. Cartography serves as a lens through which these themes are examined, offering insights
into the characters' experiences and the broader sociopolitical context.

One of the primary functions of cartography in the novel is to highlight the artificiality and limitations
of drawing lines on maps to define and separate nations and communities. The protagonist, who
remains unnamed throughout the novel, becomes fascinated by maps and the idea of tracing lines
that determine territories. However, he gradually realizes that these lines, while seemingly concrete,
can be blurred, contested, and often arbitrary. The shadow lines, both physical and metaphorical,
that exist in people's minds and memaories challenge the rigidity of cartographic borders.

Through the narrative, Ghosh explores how these borders and the associated conflicts affect
relationships and lead to violence and displacement. The novel delves into the historical context of
the Partition of India in 1947, where the drawing of borders resulted in massive upheaval, migration,
and communal violence. The exploration of borders and their consequences extends beyond India
and Pakistan, encompassing other geopolitical conflicts such as the riots in Dhaka during the
Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971.

Additionally, cartography in "The Shadow Lines" also symbolizes the human desire to impose order
and control on the world. Maps represent an attempt to define and understand the complexities of
space and identity. However, the novel challenges this notion, suggesting that such attempts are
often futile and can lead to the exclusion and marginalization of certain groups. The characters in the
story struggle with the limitations of cartography, as they seek to navigate personal, cultural, and
historical boundaries that transcend physical lines on a map.

Furthermore, the novel emphasizes the interconnectedness of people and places, blurring the
boundaries that maps create. Characters are shown to have transnational identities, with their
memories, experiences, and relationships spanning multiple locations. The narrative challenges the



notion of fixed national identities, emphasizing the fluidity of human connections and the shared
experiences that transcend borders.

In summary, cartography in "The Shadow Lines" serves as a powerful metaphor for exploring the
limitations, arbitrariness, and consequences of borders and boundaries. It underscores the artificial
nature of drawing lines on maps and highlights the interconnectedness of people and places that
transcend these physical divisions. Through its examination of cartography, the novel delves into
themes of identity, memory, displacement, and the impact of geopolitical conflicts on individuals and
communities.

Q5. The gendered experience of the Partition of India is deep and traumatic. Elaborate on this
statement with reference to any text in your course.

Ans. The gendered experience of the Partition of India is indeed deep and traumatic, with women
bearing the brunt of the violence, displacement, and social upheaval that accompanied this historical
event. One text that vividly explores this aspect is Bapsi Sidhwa's novel "lce:Candy Man" (also
published as "Cracking India").

"Ice Candy Man" is narrated through the eyes of a young/girl named Lenny, who belongs to a Parsi
family in Lahore. Set against the backdrop of the Partition, the novel offers a powerful depiction of
the gendered violence and the profound impact it‘has on women's lives.

Throughout the narrative, Lenny observes and experiences the horrors inflicted upon women during
the Partition. There are instances of abduction, rape, and communal violence, which result in the
displacement and suffering of countless women. The novel portrays the vulnerability and
helplessness faced by womenwho become targets of violence and are subjected to brutal treatment
due to their religious or_.ethnic identity.

Sidhwa portrays the trauma experienced by women through various characters in the novel. Lenny's
beloved Ayah, a Muslim-woman, becomes a victim of sexual assault and faces immense hardship as a
result. Sidhwa also presents the struggles of Shanta, a Hindu woman who is abducted and forced into
a marriage against her will, highlighting the loss of agency and the dehumanizing impact on women.

Furthermore, "Ice Candy Man" explores the societal expectations and restrictions placed upon
women.in the midst of the Partition. The novel delves into the oppressive patriarchal norms and
gender roles that limit women's freedom and agency. Lenny's mother, for instance, experiences
social ostracization and stigmatization due to her status as a widow, further exacerbating her
vulnerability in the chaotic times of the Partition.

Through the lens of Lenny's perspective, Sidhwa also addresses the complex issues of identity,
sexuality, and the intersectionality of oppression. Lenny's coming-of-age journey exposes her to the
violence and prejudices perpetuated against women, leading her to confront the harsh realities of
the world she inhabits.

Overall, "Ice Candy Man" highlights the deep and traumatic gendered experiences of the Partition. It
sheds light on the physical and psychological violence inflicted upon women, the erasure of their
agency, and the ways in which societal norms and patriarchal structures exacerbate their
vulnerability. By focusing on individual stories and experiences, Sidhwa's novel emphasizes the



profound impact of the Partition on women's lives and contributes to a more comprehensive
understanding of the historical event.

Q6. Memory plays a vital role in recuperation of trauma or loss.
Comment on this statement with reterence to any text in your syllabus.

Ans. The statement that memory plays a vital role in the recuperation of trauma or loss is indeed
reflected in various texts, including Toni Morrison's novel "Beloved." "Beloved" delves into the
repercussions of slavery and the enduring trauma experienced by the characters, exploring the
significance of memory in confronting and healing from profound suffering.

In the novel, the character of Sethe, an escaped slave, grapples with the haunting memories of her
traumatic past. Sethe's experience of slavery, including the loss of her children and the dehumanizing
treatment she endured, has left deep scars on her psyche. The weight of her memories and the
unresolved trauma of her past disrupt her present life and relationships.

However, "Beloved" suggests that the process of acknowledging, confronting, and embracing those
memories is crucial for healing and recuperation. Sethe's eéncounter with.-Beloved, a mysterious
figure who embodies the memory of her deceased daughter, becomes a catalyst for the exploration
and reintegration of her past. The novel portrays how the act of remembering, painful as it may be, is
essential for the characters' recovery and reclaiming of their identities.

Moreover, "Beloved" also examines the collective memory of the African American community and
its role in addressing historical trauma. The novel explores the significance of storytelling and
communal remembrance as a means of acknowledging the horrors of slavery and ensuring that the
experiences of the past are not forgotten. Through shared narratives and communal rituals, the
characters in "Beloved™ attempt to confront the painful past and find solace in the collective memory
of their community.

Toni Morrison's portrayal of memory in "Beloved" emphasizes its transformative power. The
characters'aability to confront and embrace their memories allows them to find strength, reclaim
agency, and ultimately move towards healing. Morrison's novel underscores the importance of
acknowledging and reckoning with the past as a necessary step in the process of recuperation from
trauma.and loss.

In conclusion, "Beloved" exemplifies how memory plays a vital role in the recuperation of trauma or
loss. The novel portrays how the act of remembering, both on an individual and collective level, is

essential for confronting and healing from profound suffering. It highlights the transformative power
of memory in reclaiming agency, finding solace, and moving towards a path of healing and recovery.



