
 

 

Partition Literature PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. Write a critical note on Sabirah. 

Ans. Sabirah is a powerful and emotionally charged work of literature that delves into the harrowing 

experiences of individuals during the partition of India and Pakistan. It portrays the human tragedy 

and the immense suffering endured by countless people caught in the crossfire of political upheaval 

and communal violence. The novel effectively captures the raw emotions, trauma, and displacement 

that resulted from the partition. 

One of the strengths of Sabirah lies in its ability to humanize the characters and present a nuanced 

exploration of their struggles. The author vividly portrays the pain, loss, and despair faced by 

individuals, families, and communities torn apart by the partition. The narrative highlights the 

complex relationships, personal dilemmas, and psychological impact on the characters, allowing 

readers to empathize with their experiences. 

Furthermore, Sabirah offers a historical and socio-political commentary on the partition era. It sheds 

light on the underlying tensions, religious conflicts, and political maneuvers that led to the division of 

the subcontinent. Through its portrayal of diverse perspectives, the novel encourages readers to 

reflect on the causes and consequences of partition, fostering a deeper understanding of this pivotal 

period in South Asian history. 

However, it is essential to approach Sabirah and other works of partition literature with a critical 

lens. While the novel provides a gripping portrayal of individual experiences, it is crucial to recognize 

that it represents a specific narrative and perspective. The partition affected millions of people, and 

their stories were varied and multifaceted. It is important to seek out a diverse range of voices and 

narratives to develop a comprehensive understanding of the partition and its impact. 

Additionally, it is worth noting that the novel's intense focus on suffering and tragedy may present a 

limited portrayal of the partition era. While it is essential to acknowledge and honor the pain 

endured by individuals, it is equally important to recognize the resilience, acts of compassion, and 

efforts towards reconciliation that also emerged during this tumultuous period. 

In conclusion, Sabirah is a significant work of partition literature that delves into the human 

experiences and consequences of the partition of India and Pakistan. It captures the emotions and 

struggles of individuals, while also providing a historical and socio-political context. However, it is 

important to approach the novel critically, acknowledging its singular perspective and seeking a 

broader range of narratives to gain a comprehensive understanding of the partition era.  

 

 

Q2. Elaborate on the setting of the novel Arjun. 

Ans. "Arjun" is a novel written by Sunil Gangopadhyay, a prominent Bengali author. The story is 

primarily set in the backdrop of Kolkata (formerly known as Calcutta), the capital city of West Bengal, 

India. The novel explores the life of the protagonist, Arjun, and his journey through various stages of 

his life in this vibrant and culturally rich city. 



 

 

The setting of Kolkata in "Arjun" plays a significant role in shaping the narrative and the experiences 

of the characters. Here are some aspects of the setting that contribute to the overall atmosphere and 

themes of the novel: 

Urban Landscape: Kolkata is a bustling metropolis with a rich history and a distinct urban landscape. 

The novel portrays the crowded streets, the old colonial buildings, and the diverse neighborhoods of 

the city. The urban setting reflects the rapidly changing social, economic, and political dynamics of 

post-independence India. 

Cultural Hub: Kolkata is renowned for its literary and artistic heritage. It has been a hub for 

intellectual pursuits, Bengali literature, and the arts. The novel explores this cultural aspect of the 

city, depicting Arjun's interactions with writers, artists, and intellectuals. The setting provides a 

backdrop for the exploration of intellectual and creative pursuits. 

Socio-Political Climate: "Arjun" is set during a period of significant political and social change in 

Kolkata and India. The novel portrays the political movements, student protests, and social unrest 

that characterized the time. The setting reflects the socio-political climate and provides a context for 

Arjun's political awakening and his involvement in activism. 

Neighborhoods and Communities: The novel delves into the different neighborhoods and 

communities within Kolkata. It highlights the diversity of people and cultures, as well as the 

disparities and divisions within the city. The setting serves as a backdrop for exploring themes of 

class, caste, and social inequality. 

Historical Context: Kolkata has a rich historical background, being the capital of British India until 

1911. The novel alludes to this history, touching upon the legacy of colonialism and the influence of 

British culture on the city. The setting helps to situate the story within a specific historical context. 

Overall, the setting of Kolkata in "Arjun" provides a rich and multi-dimensional backdrop for the 

narrative. It captures the essence of the city, its cultural heritage, social dynamics, and historical 

context. The setting not only serves as a backdrop but also influences the experiences, choices, and 

development of the characters, adding depth and authenticity to the story.  

 

 

Q3. In Border Stories, the characters who inhabit the borderland both make and unmake the 

division. Discuss. 

Ans. In Border Stories, the characters who inhabit the borderland play a significant role in both 

making and unmaking the division that exists between different regions or countries. The concept of 

the borderland refers to the space that lies at the periphery or along the borders, where different 

cultures, languages, and identities intersect. In this context, the characters in these stories navigate 

the complexities of the borderland, contributing to both the reinforcement and dismantling of 

divisions. Here are some key points to consider: 

Cultural Exchange: The characters in Border Stories often engage in cultural exchange, challenging 

the notion of fixed boundaries. They defy the rigid divisions imposed by political borders by sharing 

languages, traditions, and customs. Through their interactions, they blur the lines between different 

cultures and challenge the notion of a strict divide. 



 

 

Border-crossing: Many characters in Border Stories navigate the physical borders, often defying or 

subverting them. They become involved in activities such as smuggling, illegal migration, or informal 

trade that challenge the authority and control imposed by the division. By crossing the border, they 

expose its limitations and demonstrate the fluidity of movement across these artificial boundaries. 

Identity Formation: The characters in Border Stories grapple with their identities, which are shaped 

by the borderland context. They often exist in a state of ambiguity, with multiple cultural influences, 

languages, and loyalties. Their experiences and interactions lead to a reimagining of identity beyond 

the confines of the division. They challenge the notion of a singular national or regional identity and 

embrace a more fluid and inclusive sense of self. 

Human Connections: The characters in these stories form deep connections with individuals from 

the other side of the border. Through friendship, love, or empathy, they challenge the hostility and 

animosity often associated with divisions. These connections humanize the "other" and highlight the 

shared experiences and aspirations that transcend the imposed divisions. 

Resistance and Solidarity: In some instances, the characters actively resist the divisions imposed on 

them. They engage in acts of protest, activism, or collective action that challenge the border's 

authority and demand change. They work towards creating spaces of unity and solidarity, 

transcending the divisions and seeking a more inclusive and equitable society. 

In summary, the characters in Border Stories both make and unmake the divisions imposed by 

borders. Through their cultural exchange, border-crossing, identity formation, human connections, 

and acts of resistance, they challenge the rigid boundaries and reimagine a more inclusive and 

interconnected world. These stories emphasize the agency and resilience of individuals in shaping 

their own realities within the borderland context.  

 

 

Q4. Write a note on Lahore as depicted in Taunsvi's memoir. 

Ans. Lahore, as depicted in the memoir "The Sixth River" by Abdullah Hussein (pen name Taunsvi), is 

a central and evocative element of the narrative. The memoir captures the essence of Lahore as a 

vibrant and culturally rich city, while also exploring the sociopolitical and historical context that 

shapes its identity. Here is a note on Lahore as depicted in "The Sixth River": 

Cultural Capital: Lahore is portrayed as a cultural capital, steeped in history, art, and literature. The 

memoir highlights the city's deep-rooted connection to Urdu literature, Sufi traditions, and classical 

music. The streets, bazaars, and historical landmarks of Lahore come alive in the narrative, painting a 

vivid picture of its cultural heritage. 

Mughal Legacy: The Mughal influence on Lahore is a prominent theme in the memoir. The author 

reminisces about the grandeur of Mughal architecture, particularly the iconic Lahore Fort and the 

Badshahi Mosque. The Mughal era represents a golden period in Lahore's history, and the memoir 

nostalgically captures the remnants of that era in the city's landscape. 

Partition and its Impact: "The Sixth River" also delves into the tumultuous period of the partition of 

India and Pakistan. Lahore, being a major city affected by partition, undergoes a significant 

transformation. The memoir portrays the violence, displacement, and communal tensions that shape 

Lahore during this time, leaving an indelible impact on the city's identity and the lives of its 

inhabitants. 



 

 

Socio-Political Climate: The memoir reflects the socio-political climate of Lahore, particularly in the 

post-partition era. It explores themes of nationalism, identity, and political upheaval. The city 

becomes a microcosm of the larger sociopolitical landscape of Pakistan, with its own complexities, 

struggles, and aspirations. 

Personal and Collective Memories: Lahore holds a special place in the author's personal and 

collective memories. The memoir weaves together the author's personal experiences and memories 

with the city's history and culture. Lahore becomes a backdrop against which the author reflects on 

his own journey, the loss of loved ones, and the changing dynamics of society. 

Overall, "The Sixth River" presents Lahore as more than just a physical location. It is a symbol of 

cultural richness, historical significance, and the complexities of a changing society. The memoir 

captures the essence of Lahore's vibrant spirit, its sociopolitical landscape, and the interplay 

between personal and collective memories. Through vivid descriptions and introspective reflections, 

the author brings Lahore to life, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the city's beauty, 

resilience, and enduring legacy.  

 

 

Q5. Discuss Ritu Menon and Kamla Basin's essay in the context of a gendered history of the 

Partition. 

Ans. Ritu Menon and Kamla Basin's essay, "Borders and Boundaries: Women in India's Partition," 

provides a valuable perspective on the gendered history of the Partition of India in 1947. The essay 

explores the experiences of women during this tumultuous period and sheds light on the specific 

challenges, violence, and dislocations they faced as a result of the partition. It highlights the 

gendered nature of the partition and how it exacerbated existing gender inequalities and subjected 

women to unique forms of violence and trauma. Here is a discussion of the essay in the context of a 

gendered history of the Partition: 

Gendered Violence: The essay examines how women became targets of gender-based violence 

during the partition. It discusses incidents of abduction, rape, and forced conversions, which were 

employed as tactics to assert power and control over women of the "other" community. The authors 

emphasize how women's bodies became sites of contestation and were used to perpetuate 

communal tensions. 

Displacement and Loss: Menon and Basin discuss the forced migration and displacement of women 

during the partition. Women were uprooted from their homes and communities, often separated 

from their families and left vulnerable in unfamiliar territories. The essay explores the emotional and 

psychological toll of this displacement and the loss of home and identity that women experienced. 

Subverting Traditional Gender Roles: The essay examines how the partition disrupted traditional 

gender roles and expectations. Women were compelled to take on new responsibilities and roles as 

they navigated the challenges of survival and rebuilding their lives. The authors highlight instances of 

women displaying resilience, resourcefulness, and acts of resistance in the face of adversity. 

Agency and Activism: Despite the violence and hardships, Menon and Basin emphasize the agency 

and activism displayed by women during the partition. They discuss women's involvement in relief 

work, organizing protests, and challenging societal norms. The essay highlights the ways in which 



 

 

women actively contributed to the rebuilding of communities and played crucial roles in the post-

partition era. 

Silenced Narratives: The authors draw attention to the silencing of women's narratives and 

experiences in the dominant historical discourse on the partition. They argue for the importance of 

documenting and acknowledging the gendered dimensions of the partition, ensuring that women's 

stories are not forgotten or erased. 

In summary, Menon and Basin's essay offers a gendered perspective on the history of the Partition of 

India. It brings to the forefront the experiences of women, highlighting the specific forms of violence, 

displacement, and agency they encountered during this tumultuous period. By centering women's 

narratives, the essay challenges the patriarchal and nationalist narratives that have traditionally 

dominated discussions of the partition and contributes to a more nuanced understanding of its 

gendered impact.  

 

PART-B 

Q6. How does language reflect the cultural and social tensions present in the narrative of Basti?. 

Ans. In the novel "Basti" by Intizar Husain, language plays a crucial role in reflecting the cultural and 

social tensions present in the narrative. The story revolves around the experiences of a group of 

characters amidst the partition of India and Pakistan, exploring themes of identity, displacement, and 

the search for belonging. Here's how language reflects the cultural and social tensions in the 

narrative of "Basti": 

Multilingualism: "Basti" portrays a multilingual society where various languages coexist, including 

Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi, and English. The use of multiple languages reflects the diverse cultural and 

linguistic fabric of the region. However, language also becomes a source of tension, as it is tied to 

religious and national identities. The characters' choice of language, and the ways in which they 

speak and interact in different languages, reveal their affiliations and the divisions that exist among 

communities. 

Language and Identity: The novel explores how language is intricately linked to individual and 

collective identities. The characters' use of language reflects their religious and cultural affiliations, 

indicating their sense of belonging or alienation. The divisions between Urdu-speaking Muslims and 

Hindi-speaking Hindus, for example, are evident in their linguistic choices and the way they 

communicate with one another. 

Language as a Marker of Power: Language in "Basti" is also a marker of power and social hierarchies. 

Urdu, often associated with Muslim culture, is portrayed as the language of privilege and authority. 

Those who speak Urdu may hold a higher social status, while those who speak regional languages are 

sometimes marginalized or considered inferior. This linguistic hierarchy further deepens the cultural 

and social tensions within the narrative. 

Lost in Translation: The challenges of translation and interpretation add to the cultural and social 

tensions in the novel. As the characters navigate their changing environments and attempt to 

communicate across linguistic and cultural divides, misunderstandings and misinterpretations arise. 

The difficulty of accurately translating one's experiences and emotions from one language to another 

reflects the complexities and gaps in understanding between different communities. 



 

 

Language and Memory: Language also serves as a vehicle for preserving memories and cultural 

heritage. The characters' use of language becomes a way to reconnect with their past and hold onto 

their roots. The preservation of native languages, songs, and stories in the face of changing political 

and social landscapes becomes a form of resistance and a means to maintain cultural identity. 

Overall, language in "Basti" reflects the cultural and social tensions present in the narrative. It serves 

as a tool for expressing identity, marking divisions, and navigating the complexities of a multilingual 

and multicultural society. The choices characters make in terms of language usage, translation 

challenges, and the power dynamics associated with different languages all contribute to the rich 

portrayal of cultural and social tensions in the novel.  

 

 

Q7. Explain Gangopadhyay's use of mythology in Arjun as a postmodern experiment. 

Ans. Sunil Gangopadhyay's novel "Arjun" can be seen as a postmodern experiment due to its 

innovative use of mythology. The narrative blends elements of ancient Indian mythology, 

particularly the Mahabharata, with contemporary settings and characters, creating a unique and 

layered reading experience. Here's an exploration of Gangopadhyay's use of mythology in "Arjun" as 

a postmodern experiment: 

Deconstruction of Myth: In "Arjun," Gangopadhyay deconstructs traditional mythological narratives 

by reimagining characters and events from the Mahabharata in a modern context. By placing 

mythological figures like Arjuna, Krishna, and Draupadi in contemporary situations, the author 

challenges the fixed interpretations of these characters and their actions. The blending of myth and 

reality allows for a questioning and reevaluation of established narratives. 

Intertextuality and Parody: Gangopadhyay incorporates intertextuality and parody to disrupt 

traditional mythological interpretations. He playfully references and subverts iconic moments from 

the Mahabharata, creating ironic and satirical situations. This postmodern technique undermines the 

grandeur and absoluteness of mythology, emphasizing its malleability and open-endedness. 

Myth as Metaphor: Gangopadhyay uses mythology as a metaphor to explore complex themes and 

issues of contemporary relevance. The characters and events from the Mahabharata are employed 

as allegorical representations of human nature, power struggles, and moral dilemmas that resonate 

with the postmodern condition. The reinterpretation of mythological symbolism allows for a fresh 

examination of timeless concerns. 

Fragmentation and Hybridity: "Arjun" reflects the postmodern tendency of fragmentation and 

hybridity by blending different narrative styles and genres. Gangopadhyay incorporates elements of 

realism, magical realism, and metafiction, blurring the boundaries between fact and fiction. This 

fragmentation mirrors the fragmented nature of postmodern existence and challenges the notion of 

a cohesive and singular narrative. 

Multiple Perspectives: The novel presents multiple perspectives and voices, reflecting the 

postmodern emphasis on subjectivity and the decentering of a singular narrative authority. 

Gangopadhyay's use of mythology allows for the exploration of different interpretations and 

viewpoints, highlighting the relativity of truth and the existence of multiple truths. 

Through his postmodern experiment with mythology in "Arjun," Gangopadhyay challenges 

traditional notions of fixed meanings, explores the interplay between past and present, and offers a 



 

 

fresh perspective on timeless themes. By deconstructing and recontextualizing mythology, the novel 

invites readers to question established narratives, embrace ambiguity, and engage in a dynamic and 

participatory reading experience.  

 

 

Q8. Short stories on the Partition use a form of narrative that try to capture the trauma of the 

event. Elaborate with reference to any two stories in your course. 

Ans. Two short stories that capture the trauma of the Partition and utilize a narrative form to depict 

its impact are "Toba Tek Singh" by Saadat Hasan Manto and "The Ice-Candy Man" (also known as 

"Cracking India") by Bapsi Sidhwa. 

"Toba Tek Singh" by Saadat Hasan Manto: 

In this story, Manto presents the madness and absurdity that permeated the atmosphere during the 

Partition. The narrative form employed by Manto reflects the chaotic and disorienting nature of the 

event. The story follows the inmates of a mental asylum located between the newly formed nations 

of India and Pakistan. The protagonist, Bishan Singh, is caught in the crossfire of the political divisions 

and is left in a state of confusion and despair. Manto's narrative style, characterized by fragmented 

and disjointed sentences, mirrors the psychological turmoil experienced by the characters. The story 

is filled with irony and dark humor, capturing the trauma of the Partition through its unique narrative 

form. 

"The Ice-Candy Man" by Bapsi Sidhwa: 

Sidhwa's novel, "The Ice-Candy Man," presents a vivid portrayal of the Partition through the eyes of a 

young girl named Lenny. The narrative form is deeply personal and relies on Lenny's perspective, 

allowing readers to witness the traumatic events through the eyes of an innocent child. The story 

unfolds in a fragmented manner, reflecting the shattered lives and fractured relationships caused by 

the Partition. Sidhwa's narrative style is rich in sensory detail, immersing readers in the sights, 

sounds, and emotions of the turbulent period. The story captures the trauma not only through the 

events that unfold but also through the internal conflicts and emotional struggles of the characters, 

highlighting the lasting impact of the Partition on individual lives. 

In both "Toba Tek Singh" and "The Ice-Candy Man," the narrative forms chosen by the authors 

effectively convey the trauma of the Partition. The fragmented and disjointed narrative structures 

mirror the disarray and emotional upheaval experienced by the characters. By employing these 

narrative techniques, the authors bring to life the complexities, tragedies, and human struggles that 

unfolded during the Partition, creating powerful and haunting portrayals of the trauma caused by 

this historical event.  

 

 

Q9. Discuss Kaloi Bibi's contribution to the Nankar rebellion. 

Ans. Kaloi Bibi played a significant role in the Nankar rebellion of 1949, which took place in the 

Nankar area of Bengal, India. Her contribution to the rebellion was instrumental in mobilizing and 

organizing the local peasants against the exploitative and oppressive practices of the zamindars 



 

 

(landlords) and the colonial administration. Here are some key aspects of Kaloi Bibi's contribution to 

the Nankar rebellion: 

Leadership and Mobilization: Kaloi Bibi emerged as a prominent leader and organizer during the 

Nankar rebellion. She was known for her courage, resilience, and ability to rally the local peasants 

against the oppressive forces. Kaloi Bibi's strong leadership skills and her ability to communicate 

effectively played a crucial role in mobilizing the peasants and uniting them in their struggle for land 

rights and better living conditions. 

Resistance against Exploitation: The Nankar rebellion was primarily driven by the grievances of the 

peasants, who were subjected to severe exploitation by the zamindars. Kaloi Bibi actively 

participated in organizing protests, strikes, and acts of civil disobedience to challenge the unjust 

practices of the landlords. She encouraged the peasants to stand up against the oppressive system 

and fight for their rights. 

Land Redistribution: One of the key objectives of the Nankar rebellion was to demand land 

redistribution and end the exploitative land tenure system. Kaloi Bibi played a vital role in advocating 

for land reforms and the redistribution of land among the landless peasants. Her efforts aimed to 

address the economic inequalities and provide the peasants with a means of sustenance and 

livelihood. 

Advocacy for Women's Rights: Kaloi Bibi's contribution went beyond the fight for land rights. She 

also advocated for the empowerment of women and their active participation in the rebellion. By 

challenging traditional gender roles and encouraging women to join the struggle, Kaloi Bibi played a 

pivotal role in breaking societal barriers and promoting gender equality within the movement. 

Symbol of Resistance: Kaloi Bibi became a symbol of resistance and hope for the oppressed peasants 

in the Nankar region. Her determination and unwavering commitment to the cause inspired many 

others to join the rebellion. Her bravery in the face of adversity and her dedication to the welfare of 

the peasants earned her the respect and support of the local community. 

Kaloi Bibi's contribution to the Nankar rebellion of 1949 was significant in challenging the oppressive 

systems of exploitation and advocating for the rights of the peasants. Her leadership, mobilization 

skills, and commitment to social justice made her a prominent figure in the struggle against the 

zamindars and the colonial administration. Kaloi Bibi's efforts and the Nankar rebellion as a whole 

played a crucial role in bringing attention to the plight of the peasants and contributing to wider 

movements for land reform and social justice in India.  

 

 

Q10. Comment on Urvashi Butalia's idea of the silences in our Partition's history. 

Ans. Urvashi Butalia, in her work on Partition history, emphasizes the significance of the "silences" 

that exist within the narratives and accounts of the Partition. According to Butalia, these silences 

refer to the deliberate omissions, gaps, and absences in the historical record that obscure certain 

experiences and perspectives of the Partition. Here are some key aspects of Butalia's idea of silences 

in Partition history: 

Marginalized Voices: Butalia argues that the dominant narratives of Partition often overlook or 

marginalize the experiences and voices of certain groups, particularly women, lower castes, and 



 

 

religious minorities. These marginalized groups have often been excluded from mainstream historical 

accounts, resulting in silences that perpetuate an incomplete understanding of the Partition. 

Personal Traumas and Stories: The silences in Partition history also stem from the personal traumas 

and stories that were suppressed or silenced due to their unsettling nature. The immense violence, 

displacement, and loss experienced by individuals and communities during the Partition led to a 

collective silence, making it difficult to fully comprehend the depth of the human suffering endured. 

Official Narratives and Political Agendas: Butalia highlights how official narratives of the Partition, 

driven by political agendas and nationalistic interests, often overlook certain aspects and selectively 

highlight others. These omissions and distortions contribute to the silences in Partition history, as 

alternative perspectives and contradictory narratives are suppressed or dismissed. 

Gendered Silences: Butalia emphasizes the gendered nature of the silences in Partition history. 

Women's experiences, struggles, and perspectives have often been overlooked or trivialized in 

mainstream accounts, resulting in a significant gap in our understanding of the gendered dimensions 

of the Partition. 

Importance of Oral Histories: To address these silences, Butalia stresses the need to collect and 

document oral histories and personal testimonies of individuals who lived through the Partition. By 

listening to these voices and acknowledging their experiences, we can uncover and fill the gaps in the 

historical record, providing a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the Partition. 

By drawing attention to the silences in Partition history, Urvashi Butalia calls for a more inclusive and 

multidimensional approach to understanding this complex event. Her work encourages us to 

critically examine the existing narratives, challenge the dominant discourse, and uncover the 

suppressed voices and experiences that have been overlooked. By doing so, we can gain a deeper 

insight into the lived realities of the Partition and honor the diverse stories and struggles of those 

who were affected by it. 


