European Classical Literature PYQ 2021

Q1. The lliad offers an extended reflection on the nature of war, describing both the heroism and
horror that the war entails. Discuss.

Ans. The lliad, an ancient Greek epic poem attributed to Homer, indeed provides a profound
exploration of the nature of war, presenting both its heroic and horrifying aspects. Throughout the
poem, the epic heroes engage in a brutal conflict that reveals the complexities of war and its impact
on individuals, communities, and even the gods themselves.

Heroism is a central theme in The lliad, as it showcases the valor and martial prowess of the Greek
and Trojan warriors. The epic presents a vivid portrayal of heroism through characters like Achilles,
Hector, and Ajax, who demonstrate exceptional strength, skill, and bravery on the battlefield. These
warriors engage in duels, showcasing their individual prowess and prowess for glory. The lliad extols
the heroic code, emphasizing honor, courage, and the pursuit of everlasting fame.

However, alongside the celebration of heroism, the poem also exposes the horrors of war. Homer
does not shy away from depicting the devastating consequences of the conflict. The lliad presents
the physical and psychological toll of war on both the combatants and the innocent bystanders. It
delves into the pain, suffering, and grief experienced by thosé caught in the midst of the violence.

The poem describes in detail the gruesome reality of battle: the clash of weapons, the bloodshed,
and the death of warriors. Homer vividly depicts the carnage, often highlighting the futility and
senselessness of the violence. One of the most striking examples is the death of Patroclus, Achilles'
closest companion, which serves as a poignant reminder of the devastating loss and personal tragedy
that war brings.

Moreover, The lliad explores the moral ambiguity of war. While heroism is celebrated, the epic also
presents instances where it is overshadowed by brutality and cruelty. Achilles, the epitome of
heroism, displays a ruthless streak as he relentlessly pursues vengeance against Hector. This
underscores the dark side of war, where acts of valor can be driven by personal motivations rather
than nobleideals.

Thegods in The lliad also play a significant role in shaping the nature of war. They are not only
observers but also active participants, influencing the events on the battlefield. Their intervention
highlights the capricious and unpredictable nature of war, as mortal lives are at the mercy of divine
whims. The gods themselves are divided in their allegiances, exacerbating the conflicts and
intensifying the horrors of war.

In conclusion, The lliad offers a nuanced reflection on the nature of war, presenting both heroism
and horror in equal measure. Through its vivid portrayal of battle, the poem highlights the valor and
courage displayed by its epic heroes. However, it also delves into the brutal realities of war, exposing
its devastating consequences on individuals and society as a whole. The lliad prompts readers to
contemplate the complex moral and emotional dimensions of war and raises questions about the
inherent contradictions and costs of armed conflict.



Q2. The Chorus in Greek Tragedy acts as a mouthpiece of the dramatist. Give a reasoned answer
through a detailed analysis of the Chorus in Oedipus the King.

Ans. In Greek tragedy, the Chorus holds a significant role, serving as a collective voice that interacts
with the characters and provides commentary on the events unfolding in the play. While it can be
argued that the Chorus in Oedipus the King, written by Sophocles, acts as a mouthpiece of the
dramatist to some extent, a closer analysis reveals a more nuanced relationship between the Chorus
and the playwright.

The Chorus in Oedipus the King functions as a bridge between the audience and the characters,
offering insight, moral guidance, and reflecting on the unfolding tragedy. It represents the voice of
the people of Thebes, expressing their collective thoughts, fears, and concerns. The Chorus members
are portrayed as elderly citizens who possess wisdom and experience, which they draw upon to
make sense of the events surrounding Oedipus.

One aspect that suggests the Chorus acts as a mouthpiece for the dramatist is its role in delivering
moral lessons and providing interpretations of the events. Throughout the play, the Chorus offers
reflections on themes such as fate, human frailty, and the consequences of pride. For example, in the
opening stasimon, the Chorus comments on the unpredictability of human life, expressing the idea
that no one can escape their destined fate. These moral pronouncements often align with the
underlying themes and messages that Sophocles intends to convey.

However, it is important to note that the Chorus in Oedipus the King is not merely a mouthpiece
for the playwright but possesses its own agency and perspective. The Chorus interacts with the
characters, engages in dialogue, and even challenges Oedipus at times. It represents the collective
voice of the Theban citizens and their evolving understanding of the unfolding tragedy. As the play
progresses, the Chorus transitions from a position of reverence towards Oedipus to a more critical
stance, questioning his actions and the consequencesthey bring.

Furthermore, the Chorus serves as a reflection of the contemporary audience, providing a lens
through which the viewers can interpret the events of the play. Their responses, emotions, and
moral judgments are relatable to the spectators, inviting them to engage with the moral dilemmas
presented in the story: The Chorus offers'a range of perspectives, sometimes sympathizing with
Oedipus, while at other times expressing doubts and uncertainties about his character and actions.

Additionally, the Chorus.in Oedipus the King fulfills the function of heightening the dramatic
tension and enhancing the emotional impact of the play. It expresses collective grief and despair as
the tragic truth is revealed, amplifying the audience's cathartic experience. Through their songs,
odes, and dances, the Chorus contributes to the overall aesthetic and artistic elements of the
performance.

In conclusion, while the Chorus in Oedipus the King does serve as a vehicle for the playwright's
thematic and moral intentions to some extent, it is not solely a mouthpiece. The Chorus represents
the voice of the people, offering their perspectives, emotions, and insights into the unfolding
tragedy. It acts as a bridge between the audience and the characters, enriching the dramatic
experience and providing a lens through which viewers can engage with the play's complex themes.
The Chorus's agency, evolving stance, and its ability to evoke empathy and emotional response
differentiate it from being a mere mouthpiece and instead establish it as a multifaceted element of
the tragic narrative.



Q3. Discuss how the trope of the twins and the 'holiday spirit' generate comedy in The Brothers
Menaechmus.

Ans. "The Brothers Menaechmus," a Roman comedy play by Plautus, employs the trope of twins
and the concept of the "holiday spirit" to generate comedy. The play revolves around the mistaken
identities of the twin brothers, Menaechmus of Epidamnus and Menaechmus of Syracuse, leading to
a series of humorous misunderstandings and chaotic situations.

The central comedic element in the play is the confusion caused by the identical appearance of the
twin brothers. This trope of twins is a classic device used in comedy to create misunderstandings,
mistaken identities, and comedic situations. The characters in the play, including the twins
themselves, their wives, and various other individuals, struggle to differentiate between the two
Menaechmi, often mistaking one for the other. This confusion leads to comical exchanges, awkward
encounters, and instances of mistaken intentions.

The holiday spirit, as depicted in the play, adds another layer of comedy. The play is set during the
festival of the Saturnalia, a Roman holiday characterized by revelry, role reversals, and general
merriment. The festive atmosphere creates a backdrop for the chaoticevents to unfold. The
characters are caught up in the spirit of celebration, and their behavior becomes more erratic,
impulsive, and exaggerated. The holiday setting providesa license for the characters to engage in
absurd and unconventional actions, amplifying the comedic effect.

The combination of the twin trope and the holiday spirit allows for a series of comedic situations
and misunderstandings. For instance, mistaken identities occur when characters address the wrong
Menaechmus, leading to humorous dialogues filled with confusion and frustration. Characters find
themselves in absurd situations, such as the wrong wife being courted or mistaken accusations being
made. The chaotic nature of the twins' resemblance and the heightened emotions of the holiday
spirit create a fertile ground for misunderstandings and comedic misadventures.

Additionally, the play utilizes wordplay, puns, and physical comedy to further enhance the comedic
effect. Plautus employs clever wordplay.and linguistic tricks in the dialogues, often relying on puns
and double entendres to create humor. The physical comedy is also prominent, with characters
engaging in slapstick humor, exaggerated gestures, and comical actions to elicit laughter from the
audience.

In conclusion, "The Brothers Menaechmus" generates comedy through the combination of the
twin trope and the holiday spirit. The identical appearance of the twins leads to confusion and
mistaken identities; resulting in humorous misunderstandings. The festive atmosphere of the
Saturnalia provides a backdrop for exaggerated behavior and chaotic situations. Wordplay, puns, and
physical comedy further contribute to the comedic effect. Through these comedic devices, the play
offers an entertaining exploration of mistaken identity, confusion, and the absurdity of human
interactions.

Q4. Analyse the Book of Job as an articulation of inexplicable human suffering and pain which
challenges the conventional wisdom of God's justice.



Ans. The Book of Job, found in the Hebrew Bible's Old Testament, offers a profound exploration of
inexplicable human suffering and pain. It challenges conventional wisdom regarding God's justice
and presents a complex and nuanced perspective on the nature of suffering and the human response
toit.

The story of Job centers around a righteous and prosperous man named Job who suddenly
undergoes immense suffering, losing his wealth, family, and health. The book raises the
fundamental question of why the innocent suffer and whether there is a just explanation for human
pain. Job's friends initially offer a conventional explanation, suggesting that suffering is a result of sin
and that Job must have committed some transgressions. However, Job staunchly maintains his
innocence and vehemently questions the justice of his suffering.

The book highlights Job's deep anguish, frustration, and existential wrestling as he seeks answers.
Job engages in a series of dialogues, both with his friends and with God, expressing his confusion,
despair, and longing for justice. His speeches reflect a profound human struggle to make sense of
suffering in a world governed by a supposedly just and benevolent God. Job's lamentations
emphasize the limitations of human understanding and the insufficiency of conventional wisdom to
explain the depth and complexity of human suffering.

The conventional wisdom that Job's friends espouse is ultimately challenged and rejected in the
narrative. Job's friends insist on a cause-and-effect relationship between sin and suffering,
suggesting that Job must have done something wrong to deserve his'misfortune. However, the book
subverts this simplistic understanding by presenting Job as a righteous man and by raising the
guestion of innocent suffering. The suffering of the innocent challenges the traditional notion of
divine retribution and exposes the limitations of human comprehension in understanding the
purposes of God.

In the latter part of the book, God himself responds to Job's lamentations. Instead of providing a
direct answer or justification for Job's suffering, God speaks from a position of awe-inspiring power
and wisdom. God's response focuses on the mystery and complexity of the natural world,
highlighting the vastness ofcreation and the intricate order that surpasses human understanding.
Through this response, the book suggests that human suffering is part of a larger cosmic order
beyond human comprehension, and that human beings must humbly accept their limited
perspective.

The Book of Job offers an alternative perspective on suffering that challenges the conventional
wisdom of God's justice. It does not provide a simple explanation or resolution to the problem of
innocent suffering but invites contemplation, questioning, and a willingness to grapple with the
mystery of human pain. The text emphasizes the importance of wrestling with the profound
guestions surrounding suffering and encourages humility in the face of the divine. It underscores the
limitations of human understanding and the need for faith and trust in the face of inexplicable
suffering.

In conclusion, the Book of Job presents a profound articulation of inexplicable human suffering and
pain, challenging conventional wisdom regarding God's justice. Through the story of Job's suffering
and his quest for understanding, the book explores the complexities of human suffering, raises
profound questions about the nature of justice, and emphasizes the limitations of human wisdom in
comprehending the ways of God. The Book of Job encourages readers to grapple with the mystery of
suffering and to approach it with humility, faith, and a willingness to question and seek deeper
understanding.



Q5. Discuss the poetic genre and style, themes and imagery in the poetry of Sappho.

Ans. Sappho, a Greek poet from the island of Lesbos, is celebrated as one of the greatest lyric
poets of ancient Greece, despite much of her work being lost to time. Her poetry is renowned for
its emotional depth, vivid imagery, and exquisite lyricism. Although only fragments of her work
remain, they provide valuable insights into the poetic genre and style, themes, and imagery present
in Sappho's poetry.

Genre and Style:

Sappho primarily wrote in the genre of lyric poetry, specifically the subgenre of personal lyric. Her
poems are characterized by their deeply personal and subjective nature, exploring the emotions and
experiences of the speaker. Sappho's style is highly intimate, often presenting an introspective and
confessional tone. Her poems frequently express intense emotions such as desire, love, longing, and
loss. Sappho's use of first-person narration adds to the personal and'emotional quality of her poetry.

Themes:

Love and desire are central themes in Sappho's poetry. She explores the complexities of romantic
and erotic relationships, portraying the experiences of passion; infatuation, and heartache. Sappho's
poems often express longing for a beloved, capturing the intensity of desire and the pain of
unrequited love. The exploration of love and desire also extends beyond romantic relationships to
include familial and friendship bonds.

Identity and self-expression are additional themes found in Sappho's work. Her poems often
highlight the individual's unique experience and the expression of one's own voice. Sappho explores
the subjective nature of personal emotions, allowing her speakers to articulate their innermost
thoughts and feelings. This emphasis on self-expression is notable in the context of ancient Greek
poetry, where societal norms often limited individual agency and self-representation.

Imagery:

Sappho's poetry is renowned for.its rich and evocative imagery. She employs vivid and sensory
language to bring her poetic scenes to life. The natural world frequently appears in her poems, with
imagery drawn from elements such as flowers, stars, moonlight, and the sea. These images serve as
metaphors and symbols, enhancing the emotional resonance of the speaker's experiences. Sappho's
use of nature imagery allows for a connection between the human and natural realms, emphasizing
the universality of emotions.

Sappho's imagery also often includes the portrayal of the body, particularly the female body. Her
poetry embraces sensuality and physicality, employing imagery related to touch, fragrance, and the
physical presence of the beloved. Sappho's depiction of the body challenges traditional societal
norms, celebrating the beauty and power of female desire.

In conclusion, Sappho's poetry, though fragmented, showcases the characteristics of lyric poetry
with its deeply personal and subjective nature. Her work explores themes of love, desire, identity,
and self-expression. Sappho's vivid and evocative imagery, drawing from nature and the human body,
adds depth and emotional resonance to her poems. Despite the gaps in our knowledge of her work,



Sappho's poetry continues to captivate readers with its lyrical beauty and exploration of the human
experience.

Q6. Discuss the interrelationship between the divine and human, between God's power and
human fragility in any of the two texts in your course.

Ans. In the text "Paradise Lost" by John Milton, the interrelationship between the divine and
human, specifically the interplay between God's power and human fragility, is a central theme that
permeates the narrative. Milton explores the complex dynamics between the divine and human
realms, highlighting the contrasting attributes of omnipotence and vulnerability.

In "Paradise Lost," God is portrayed as the all-powerful creator and ruler of the universe. His
authority and sovereignty are emphasized throughout the poem, as he exercises control over all
aspects of existence. His power is depicted in the grandeur of his creation, the creation of Adam and
Eve, and the expulsion of Satan from heaven. God's omnipotence isshown through his ability to
shape the course of events and the fates of his creatures.

On the other hand, human fragility is a recurring motif in the poem. Despite being created in God's
image, Adam and Eve are depicted as vulnerable and subject to temptation. They possess free will,
but this freedom exposes them to the potential for error and'sin. Their vulnerability is showcased
through their susceptibility to Satan's manipulations, which ultimately leads to their fall from grace.
Adam and Eve's mortality and susceptibility to-pain.and suffering further underscore their human
fragility.

Milton explores the tension between God's power and human fragility by examining the
consequences of disobedience and the limits of human agency. Adam and Eve's act of eating the
forbidden fruit represents their rebellion against God's commandment, and it results in their
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. This event highlights the disparity between God's authority and
human limitations, as Adam and Eve are unable to withstand the temptations and fulfill their
responsibilities as faithful subjects.

Despite the seemingly insurmountable gap between the divine and human, "Paradise Lost" also
explores themes of divine mercy, redemption, and the potential for human growth. Milton depicts
God's benevolence and compassion in his decision to send his Son to redeem humanity. Through
Christ's sacrifice, the poem suggests the possibility of reconciliation between the divine and human
realms, offering hope for humanity's restoration and spiritual growth.

In conclusion, in "Paradise Lost," John Milton examines the interrelationship between the divine
and human, emphasizing the contrast between God's power and human fragility. The poem
underscores the omnipotence and sovereignty of God while also exploring the vulnerabilities and
limitations inherent in human nature. The tension between these two aspects is a driving force in the
narrative, shaping the themes of disobedience, consequences, and potential redemption. Milton's
exploration of the divine-human interplay provides insight into the complexities of human existence
and our relationship with the divine.



