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SET-B 

Q1. Examine the Marxist perspective of Indian State. 

Ans. The Marxist perspective on the Indian state analyzes it within the framework of Marxist theory, 

which views the state as an instrument of class domination and a reflection of the underlying 

economic structure of society. Here are some key points from the Marxist perspective on the Indian 

state: 

Capitalist State: According to Marxism, the Indian state is fundamentally a capitalist state, serving 

the interests of the capitalist class. It is seen as a mechanism through which the ruling capitalist class 

maintains its control over the means of production and exploits the working class. The state, through 

its laws, policies, and institutions, works to protect and advance the interests of the capitalist class. 

Class Character: Marxists argue that the Indian state is primarily a bourgeois state, representing the 

bourgeoisie or the capitalist class. They contend that the state apparatus, including the legislative, 

executive, and judicial branches, is largely controlled by the capitalist class or its representatives. The 

state's policies and decisions are shaped to safeguard the interests of capital accumulation and to 

maintain the dominance of the capitalist class. 

State and Imperialism: Marxist analysis also emphasizes the connection between the Indian state 

and imperialism. It asserts that the Indian state, while being subservient to domestic capital, also 

functions in the interests of global imperialism and international finance capital. This perspective 

argues that the state's policies, such as economic liberalization, privatization, and globalization, are 

geared towards integrating the Indian economy into the global capitalist system, benefiting both 

domestic and international capitalist interests. 

Repressive Apparatus: From a Marxist viewpoint, the state is seen as having a repressive apparatus 

that is employed to maintain social order and suppress dissent. This includes the police, judiciary, 

armed forces, and other institutions that are utilized to protect the interests of the ruling class and 

suppress potential challenges to the capitalist system. Marxists argue that the state uses repressive 

measures against workers, peasants, and marginalized sections of society when they organize for 

their rights or challenge the capitalist order. 

Ideological Hegemony: Marxist analysis also highlights the role of the state in perpetuating 

ideological hegemony. The state, through its educational institutions, media, and cultural apparatus, 

disseminates the dominant ideology that upholds the interests of the ruling class. This ideology often 

promotes capitalist values, individualism, consumerism, and maintains a status quo that perpetuates 

class inequality. 

Revolutionary Transformation: Finally, the Marxist perspective envisions the ultimate goal of a 

revolutionary transformation of the state and the economic system. Marxists argue for the 

overthrow of the capitalist state and the establishment of a socialist state that serves the interests of 

the working class and prioritizes collective ownership and democratic control over the means of 

production. 



 

 

It's important to note that perspectives on the Indian state can vary within Marxism, and different 

Marxist thinkers may have nuanced interpretations of the specific features and dynamics of the 

Indian state. Additionally, other political and sociological perspectives may offer alternative analyses 

of the Indian state that differ from the Marxist viewpoint.  

 

 

Q2. Analyze the relationship between the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles of State 

Policy. 

Ans. The relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) in 

India is an important aspect of the country's constitutional framework. Here is an analysis of their 

relationship: 

Constitutional Framework: The Indian Constitution contains both Fundamental Rights and Directive 

Principles of State Policy. Fundamental Rights, enshrined in Part III of the Constitution, are individual 

rights that protect citizens from arbitrary state action. Directive Principles of State Policy, found in 

Part IV of the Constitution, provide guidelines to the state for policymaking and governance in order 

to promote social and economic justice. 

Different Legal Status: Fundamental Rights are justiciable, meaning they are enforceable through the 

courts. Citizens can approach the courts to seek remedies if their Fundamental Rights are violated. 

On the other hand, Directive Principles are non-justiciable, meaning they cannot be directly enforced 

in courts. However, they are still considered fundamental in the governance of the country and are 

meant to guide the state in making laws and policies. 

Complementary Objectives: While Fundamental Rights primarily focus on safeguarding individual 

liberties and freedoms, the Directive Principles aim to promote the welfare of the people, social 

justice, and economic equality. Despite their different legal status, there is an intrinsic connection 

between these two sets of principles. The intention is to achieve a balance between individual rights 

and societal welfare, recognizing that the well-being of individuals is intertwined with the progress 

and upliftment of society as a whole. 

Constitutional Harmony: The Indian Constitution envisions a harmonious relationship between 

Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles. The courts have held that Fundamental Rights and 

Directive Principles should be read together and should not be seen in isolation. If there is a conflict 

between a Fundamental Right and a Directive Principle, the courts strive to interpret the laws in a 

manner that reconciles the two, ensuring that the spirit of both sets of principles is upheld to the 

greatest extent possible. 

Progressive Realization: The Directive Principles act as a roadmap for the state to work towards 

achieving social and economic justice. They provide guidance to the government in formulating 

policies and legislation aimed at eradicating poverty, promoting education, improving healthcare, 

ensuring a just distribution of resources, and more. While immediate and absolute implementation 

of the Directive Principles may not always be feasible, the state is expected to take progressive steps 

towards their realization. 

Judicial Activism: Over the years, the Indian judiciary has played a crucial role in interpreting and 

harmonizing the relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles. Courts have 

expanded the scope of certain Fundamental Rights to include aspects of Directive Principles, giving a 



 

 

broader interpretation to protect the socio-economic rights of citizens. This approach ensures that 

the principles of social and economic justice are not undermined while upholding individual liberties. 

In summary, the relationship between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles in India is one 

of complementary objectives, with the aim of achieving a just and equitable society. While 

Fundamental Rights safeguard individual liberties, Directive Principles guide the state in working 

towards the welfare of the people. Although there may be occasional conflicts, the Indian judiciary 

has sought to harmonize these principles and ensure their progressive realization.  

 

 

Q3. Discuss the changing nature of Parliament. 

Ans. The nature of Parliament, as an institution of representative democracy, has been subject to 

various changes over time. Here are some key aspects that highlight the evolving nature of 

Parliament: 

Representation: The concept of representation has evolved to become more inclusive and diverse. 

Initially, parliamentary representation was limited to a select group of privileged individuals, but over 

time, there have been movements to expand suffrage and ensure broader representation. Many 

countries have extended voting rights to previously marginalized groups, including women, racial and 

ethnic minorities, and younger citizens, thereby diversifying the composition of Parliament. 

Role and Powers: The role and powers of Parliament have also transformed. While Parliament 

traditionally had a legislative role, over the years, it has gained additional functions such as oversight, 

scrutiny of the executive, and budgetary control. Parliament now plays a crucial role in checking the 

actions of the government, ensuring transparency and accountability, and safeguarding democratic 

principles. 

Technological Advancements: Technological advancements have significantly impacted the 

functioning of Parliament. The advent of telecommunication, electronic voting systems, live 

broadcasting, and digital platforms has made parliamentary proceedings more accessible to the 

public. These advancements have also facilitated greater citizen engagement through avenues like 

online consultations, e-petitions, and social media interactions with parliamentarians. 

Increased Public Scrutiny: There has been a growing demand for transparency and public scrutiny of 

parliamentary activities. Citizens and civil society organizations now expect greater openness and 

accountability from their elected representatives. This has led to the adoption of mechanisms such 

as Freedom of Information Acts, codes of conduct for parliamentarians, and the establishment of 

parliamentary ethics committees to ensure ethical behavior and maintain public trust. 

Committee System: The committee system within Parliament has gained prominence and 

significance. Committees allow for in-depth examination of legislative proposals, policy issues, and 

government actions. They provide opportunities for subject matter experts, stakeholders, and the 

public to contribute to the decision-making process and shape legislation. The committee system 

enhances the expertise and effectiveness of Parliament in its scrutiny and lawmaking functions. 

Changing Dynamics and Political Landscape: The changing dynamics within societies, including the 

rise of multiparty systems, coalition governments, and shifting political ideologies, have influenced 

the functioning of Parliament. The need for consensus-building and negotiation has become more 



 

 

prominent, with diverse political groups often needing to work together to form stable governments 

and pass legislation. 

Global Interconnectedness: Parliaments are increasingly engaged in international affairs and 

interconnected with global governance structures. They participate in international parliamentary 

organizations, engage in diplomacy, and influence global decision-making processes. The nature of 

parliamentary work has expanded to include addressing transnational issues such as climate change, 

human rights, and international trade. 

It's important to note that the changing nature of Parliament varies across countries and is 

influenced by specific political, cultural, and historical contexts. These changes reflect the ongoing 

efforts to enhance representation, democratic accountability, and citizen engagement within 

parliamentary systems to meet the evolving needs and expectations of modern societies.  

 

 

Q4. Critically analyze the Powers of Supreme Court of India with special reference to Judicial 

Review in INDIA.  

Ans. The powers of the Supreme Court of India, particularly its power of judicial review, play a critical 

role in the Indian constitutional framework. Here is a critical analysis of these powers: 

Judicial Review and Constitutional Interpretation: The power of judicial review allows the Supreme 

Court to review the constitutionality of laws, executive actions, and government policies. This power 

is essential for upholding the supremacy of the Indian Constitution and ensuring the protection of 

fundamental rights. The Court's role in interpreting the Constitution has been instrumental in 

expanding and clarifying the scope of constitutional rights, promoting social justice, and safeguarding 

the principles of democracy and the rule of law. 

Balancing Act: While judicial review is crucial for curbing the excesses of the legislative and executive 

branches, there is a delicate balance that needs to be maintained. Critics argue that an overly active 

judiciary could encroach upon the domains of the elected branches of government and undermine 

the principle of separation of powers. Some contend that the Court may overstep its boundaries by 

intruding into policy matters that are better left to the discretion of the elected representatives. 

Expanding Role: Over the years, the Supreme Court of India has taken on an expanded role beyond 

traditional judicial review. It has assumed responsibilities related to public interest litigation, 

environmental protection, and social and economic issues. While these developments have led to 

positive outcomes in some cases, there are concerns that such an expansive role may blur the 

separation of powers and divert the Court's attention from its primary function of resolving legal 

disputes. 

Judicial Activism: The Supreme Court has been praised for its judicial activism, where it has 

proactively intervened to address social injustices and protect citizens' rights. It has played a pivotal 

role in addressing issues like gender equality, environmental protection, and corruption. However, 

critics argue that excessive judicial activism can undermine democratic decision-making, as 

unelected judges may supersede the authority of elected representatives in matters of policy and 

governance. 

Judicial Delays and Backlog: One of the criticisms faced by the Supreme Court is the issue of judicial 

delays and the pendency of cases. The Court faces a massive backlog of cases, which results in 



 

 

significant delays in justice delivery. This backlog undermines the effective exercise of judicial review, 

as the delayed resolution of cases can render judicial remedies ineffective or dilute their impact. 

Accountability and Transparency: Ensuring the accountability and transparency of the judiciary is 

crucial for maintaining public trust. Critics argue that there is a need for more transparent processes 

for judicial appointments, robust mechanisms for handling complaints against judges, and greater 

scrutiny of judicial decisions. Striking the right balance between judicial independence and 

accountability remains a challenge. 

In conclusion, the powers of the Supreme Court of India, including its power of judicial review, 

have significantly shaped the constitutional landscape of the country. While these powers have 

been essential for protecting constitutional rights and ensuring the rule of law, there are valid 

concerns about maintaining a balance of power, potential overreach, delays in justice delivery, and 

the need for transparency and accountability. Addressing these challenges is crucial for enhancing 

the effectiveness and legitimacy of the judicial review process in India.  

 

 

Q5. How does Patriarchy influence Indian polities being an important factor of power structure. 

Ans. Patriarchy plays a significant role in shaping power structures within Indian politics. Here are 

some ways in which patriarchy influences Indian polities: 

Gender Representation Gap: One of the most visible impacts of patriarchy in Indian politics is the 

significant gender representation gap. Women are underrepresented in political positions, including 

legislative bodies and executive roles. This underrepresentation reflects the patriarchal norms and 

attitudes that hinder women's access to political power. Male-dominated political parties, limited 

opportunities for women in candidate selection, and societal expectations contribute to this gender 

disparity. 

Gender Stereotypes and Bias: Patriarchal norms and gender stereotypes perpetuate biases that 

affect women's participation in politics. Women often face societal expectations regarding their roles 

and responsibilities, which may discourage or limit their political engagement. Gender-based 

discrimination and bias can manifest in various forms, including biased media coverage, negative 

narratives, and gendered political discourse, which further marginalize women in political spaces. 

Access to Resources and Networks: Patriarchy also influences access to resources and networks that 

are crucial for political success. Traditional power structures tend to favor men, who often have 

greater access to financial resources, educational opportunities, and influential networks. Women 

often face challenges in accessing these resources, which can hinder their political aspirations and 

their ability to effectively navigate the political landscape. 

Power Dynamics and Decision-Making: Patriarchy influences power dynamics within political parties 

and institutions. Male dominance in decision-making processes often results in policies and 

legislation that may not adequately address gender-based issues and concerns. This can lead to the 

perpetuation of gender inequalities and a lack of emphasis on women's rights and empowerment in 

political agendas. 

Violence and Harassment: Women in Indian politics frequently face gender-based violence and 

harassment. Threats, intimidation, and physical violence are used as tools to deter women from 



 

 

participating in politics or to silence their voices. This creates a hostile environment and further 

reinforces patriarchal power structures that limit women's political agency. 

Intersectionality: It is important to recognize that patriarchy intersects with other forms of 

oppression, such as caste, class, religion, and ethnicity. Women from marginalized communities face 

multiple layers of discrimination and face additional barriers in accessing political power and 

decision-making spaces. 

Efforts have been made to address these patriarchal influences in Indian politics, including the 

implementation of gender quotas, campaigns for women's political empowerment, and awareness 

programs to challenge gender stereotypes. However, there is still a long way to go in achieving 

gender equality and dismantling the patriarchal power structures that persist in Indian polities.  

 

 

Q6. Write an essay on the debates of secularism in India. 

Ans. Title: Debates of Secularism in India 

Introduction: 

Secularism, as a concept, has been a subject of intense debate and discussion in India since its 

independence in 1947. As a diverse nation with multiple religious and cultural identities, India's 

approach to secularism has been a cornerstone of its democratic framework. However, the 

interpretation and implementation of secularism in India have often been contested, leading to 

ongoing debates and deliberations. 

Historical Context: 

India's history is rich with religious diversity, ranging from ancient religions like Hinduism, Buddhism, 

and Jainism to the arrival of Islam and Christianity in later centuries. The country's struggle for 

independence was deeply intertwined with movements seeking religious harmony and unity, and the 

framers of the Indian Constitution were determined to build a nation that upheld the principles of 

secularism. 

Constitutional Provisions: 

The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, explicitly declares India to be a secular country. Article 25 

to Article 30 guarantees freedom of religion, including the right to profess, practice, and propagate 

any religion. These constitutional provisions aimed to ensure equal treatment and protection of all 

religious communities. 

Positive Aspects of Secularism: 

Religious Harmony: Secularism in India strives to maintain religious harmony and coexistence, 

promoting mutual respect and understanding among different faiths. 

Individual Freedoms: It protects the rights of individuals to practice their religion freely without any 

discrimination or persecution. 

Social Progress: Secularism encourages a focus on social development rather than religious divisions, 

promoting equality, education, and economic growth. 



 

 

Debates and Challenges: 

Uniform Civil Code: One of the ongoing debates is the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code, 

which seeks to replace personal laws based on religious customs with a common set of laws for all 

citizens. This debate often raises concerns about cultural preservation and religious autonomy. 

Minority Rights: Critics argue that secularism in India has at times led to the appeasement of 

religious minorities, resulting in policies that allegedly favor specific communities. This perception 

has fueled arguments about the true meaning and practice of secularism. 

Religious Intolerance: India has witnessed incidents of religious violence and communal tensions, 

which critics claim challenge the very essence of secularism. These incidents raise questions about 

the ability of the state to protect religious minorities and ensure equal treatment for all. 

Secularism and Politics: 

Secularism has also become a significant political issue in India. Different political parties have varied 

approaches to secularism, and the topic often becomes a point of contention during elections. The 

politicization of secularism has, at times, overshadowed the core values of religious harmony and 

equality. 

Conclusion: 

The debates surrounding secularism in India reflect the complexities of a diverse society striving to 

maintain a delicate balance between individual rights, communal harmony, and national unity. The 

Indian Constitution, while providing a solid framework, requires constant evaluation and adaptation 

to address emerging challenges. True secularism lies in upholding the principles of justice, equality, 

and the protection of individual liberties for all citizens, regardless of their religious affiliations. It is 

through a continuous dialogue and a commitment to pluralism that India can further strengthen its 

secular fabric and foster a society that embraces diversity and unity in equal measure.  

 

 

Q7. Analyze the major trends of Indian party system. 

Ans. The Indian party system has witnessed several significant trends since the country's 

independence in 1947. These trends have shaped the dynamics of Indian politics and have had a 

profound impact on the functioning of democracy in the country. Below, I analyze some of the major 

trends that have characterized the Indian party system. 

Dominance of the Indian National Congress: 

The early years of independent India were marked by the dominance of the Indian National Congress 

(INC). As the principal party in the freedom struggle, the INC enjoyed a significant advantage in terms 

of organization, resources, and mass support. This led to its uninterrupted rule at the national level 

for several decades. The dominance of the INC created a single-party system, limiting the space for 

opposition parties and fostering a culture of one-party dominance. 

Fragmentation and Coalition Politics: 

In the 1980s and 1990s, the Indian party system witnessed a fragmentation of the political 

landscape. The decline of the Congress Party's dominance and the emergence of regional parties led 



 

 

to a multi-party system. This fragmentation was further amplified by the rise of identity-based 

politics, with parties representing specific caste, religious, and regional interests gaining prominence. 

This shift resulted in coalition politics, with alliances and partnerships becoming crucial for 

government formation at both the national and state levels. 

Rise of Regional Parties: 

Regional parties have played a significant role in shaping the Indian party system. These parties 

emerged to represent the interests of specific states or regions, often with a focus on regional 

development and autonomy. Parties like the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu, the 

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in Andhra Pradesh, and the Trinamool Congress (TMC) in West Bengal have 

exerted substantial influence in their respective states and have sometimes played key roles in 

national politics as well. 

BJP's Ascendancy: 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which was a relatively small party in the early years, experienced a 

significant surge in popularity and electoral success in the 1980s and 1990s. The BJP's rise to power, 

especially with the formation of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) coalition, marked a shift 

towards right-wing politics in India. The BJP's emphasis on nationalism, Hindutva ideology, and 

economic reforms appealed to a wide section of the electorate, leading to its emergence as a major 

national party. 

Regionalization versus Nationalization: 

The Indian party system has witnessed a tension between regionalization and nationalization. While 

regional parties have gained prominence by focusing on regional issues and catering to specific 

constituencies, national parties like the Congress and the BJP have sought to project themselves as 

viable options for governance at the national level. Balancing regional aspirations with national 

politics has been an ongoing challenge for the Indian party system. 

Dynastic Politics: 

A notable trend in Indian politics is the prevalence of dynastic politics, where political power and 

positions are often inherited within families. This practice can be seen across parties, including the 

Congress, regional parties, and even the BJP. The presence of dynastic politics raises questions about 

the principles of meritocracy and the level playing field for aspiring politicians. 

In conclusion, the Indian party system has evolved significantly since independence. The 

dominance of the Indian National Congress, the rise of regional parties, the emergence of the BJP, 

coalition politics, and the prevalence of dynastic politics have been key trends shaping Indian 

politics. These trends reflect the diverse and complex nature of Indian society and its evolving 

political landscape. Understanding and navigating these trends is crucial for the functioning and 

development of democracy in India. 

 

 

Q8 Write short notes on any two of the following: 

(a) Environment Movements 



 

 

Ans. Environment movements refer to collective efforts and actions taken by individuals, 

communities, organizations, and governments to address environmental issues and promote 

sustainability. These movements are driven by concerns about the degradation of the natural 

environment, the loss of biodiversity, climate change, pollution, deforestation, and other pressing 

environmental challenges. They aim to raise awareness, advocate for policy changes, and promote 

sustainable practices to protect and conserve the environment for present and future generations. 

There have been numerous notable environment movements globally, each with its unique focus and 

objectives. Here are some prominent examples: 

Conservation Movements: 

Conservation movements focus on the protection and preservation of natural resources and 

habitats. Organizations like the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and Greenpeace have worked to raise 

awareness about biodiversity loss, habitat destruction, and the illegal wildlife trade. These 

movements advocate for the creation of protected areas, sustainable management of resources, and 

the promotion of conservation-oriented policies. 

Climate Change Movements: 

Climate change movements have gained significant momentum in recent years. The global climate 

strike movement, initiated by young activists like Greta Thunberg, has mobilized millions of people 

worldwide to demand urgent action to combat climate change. Movements like Extinction 

Rebellion have engaged in civil disobedience to draw attention to the climate crisis and call for 

systemic changes to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Anti-Deforestation Movements: 

Deforestation is a critical environmental issue, particularly in regions like the Amazon rainforest 

and Southeast Asia. Movements such as the Rainforest Action Network and indigenous rights 

organizations advocate for the protection of forests, the rights of indigenous communities, and 

sustainable land use practices. They aim to halt deforestation driven by activities like logging, 

agriculture, and mining. 

Environmental Justice Movements: 

Environmental justice movements focus on addressing the unequal distribution of environmental 

burdens and advocating for the rights of marginalized communities disproportionately affected by 

pollution and environmental hazards. These movements work towards equitable access to clean air, 

water, and a healthy environment for all, regardless of socioeconomic status or race. They highlight 

the intersectionality between environmental issues and social justice. 

Sustainable Development Movements: 

Sustainable development movements promote practices that balance economic development with 

environmental protection. The concept of sustainability emphasizes meeting present needs without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Organizations like the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and various sustainability initiatives advocate 

for responsible consumption, renewable energy, waste reduction, and the integration of 

sustainability principles into policymaking and business practices. 

In conclusion, environment movements play a vital role in raising awareness, mobilizing action, 

and influencing policies to address environmental challenges. These movements strive to protect 



 

 

ecosystems, mitigate climate change, conserve biodiversity, promote sustainable practices, and 

advocate for environmental justice. Through grassroots activism, advocacy campaigns, and global 

collaborations, environment movements continue to shape public discourse, drive policy changes, 

and foster a collective commitment towards a more sustainable and resilient future.  

 

 

(b) New Social Movements. 

Ans. New Social Movements (NSMs) are collective actions and mobilizations that emerge in 

response to social, cultural, political, or environmental issues. Unlike traditional social movements, 

NSMs are characterized by their non-hierarchical structure, networked organization, and emphasis 

on identity, lifestyle, and cultural change. They often challenge existing power structures, seek social 

justice, and aim to transform society. Here are some examples of new social movements: 

Feminist Movement: 

The feminist movement, which has roots dating back centuries, has gained momentum as a 

powerful NSM in recent decades. It aims to address gender inequality, challenge patriarchal norms 

and institutions, and advocate for women's rights, including reproductive rights, equal pay, and an 

end to gender-based violence. The movement has also expanded to include intersectional feminism, 

which recognizes the intersecting forms of oppression faced by women based on factors such as 

race, class, and sexual orientation. 

LGBTQ+ Rights Movement: 

The LGBTQ+ rights movement advocates for the rights and equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, and queer individuals. It seeks to challenge societal stigma, fight discrimination, and 

promote legal protections and recognition of LGBTQ+ rights, including marriage equality, anti-

discrimination laws, and access to healthcare and inclusive education. This movement has achieved 

significant milestones, such as the legalization of same-sex marriage in many countries. 

Black Lives Matter (BLM): 

The Black Lives Matter movement emerged in response to systemic racism and police violence 

against Black individuals. It aims to address racial inequality, advocate for criminal justice reform, 

and promote the rights, dignity, and safety of Black communities. BLM has mobilized protests, 

raised awareness, and initiated conversations about racial injustice globally, sparking discussions on 

systemic racism and the need for societal change. 

Climate Justice Movement: 

The climate justice movement highlights the urgent need to address climate change and its 

disproportionate impacts on marginalized communities. It emphasizes the intersectionality of 

environmental issues with social, economic, and racial justice. This movement advocates for climate 

action, renewable energy, sustainable practices, and policies that prioritize the needs and rights of 

vulnerable populations affected by climate change. 

Indigenous Rights Movements: 

Indigenous rights movements aim to protect the rights, cultures, and lands of indigenous peoples. 

They advocate for self-determination, land rights, cultural preservation, and recognition of 



 

 

indigenous knowledge and traditions. These movements challenge historical injustices, colonization, 

and the exploitation of indigenous lands and resources, and they often engage in activism, legal 

battles, and international advocacy to protect their rights and sovereignty. 

Disability Rights Movement: 

The disability rights movement strives to promote the rights, inclusion, and accessibility of people 

with disabilities. It advocates for equal opportunities, non-discrimination, and the removal of 

physical and social barriers that hinder full participation in society. The movement focuses on 

disability rights legislation, accessibility in infrastructure and services, and changing societal attitudes 

towards disability. 

In conclusion, new social movements play a crucial role in addressing contemporary social issues 

and advocating for change. These movements are characterized by their decentralized structure, 

emphasis on identity and cultural change, and focus on challenging power structures. They address a 

wide range of issues, including gender inequality, LGBTQ+ rights, racial injustice, climate change, 

indigenous rights, and disability rights. Through grassroots activism, advocacy, and collective action, 

these movements drive social transformation, challenge societal norms, and strive for a more 

equitable and just society.  

 

 

(c) Coalition Politics 

Ans. Coalition politics refers to the formation of alliances or partnerships between multiple 

political parties to gain a majority or strengthen their influence in a governing body, such as a 

legislative assembly or parliament. In coalition politics, parties come together to form a coalition 

government by sharing power and resources based on a mutually agreed-upon agenda or common 

goals. 

Coalition politics is often seen in countries with a multi-party system, where no single party can 

secure an outright majority on its own. Some key aspects of coalition politics include: 

Power-Sharing: Parties in a coalition government negotiate and allocate ministerial positions, policy 

portfolios, and other influential positions based on the relative strength and representation of each 

party. Power-sharing is a critical element of coalition politics as it ensures that various parties have a 

stake in decision-making processes. 

Policy Compromises: Coalition governments require parties to find common ground and make 

compromises on policy issues to maintain the stability of the coalition. Parties often have diverse 

ideologies and priorities, which necessitate negotiations and trade-offs to arrive at mutually 

agreeable policies. 

Stability and Consensus: Coalition governments can provide stability and ensure a broader 

representation of diverse interests. By incorporating multiple parties, they reflect a wider range of 

perspectives and foster consensus-building. However, maintaining stability can be a challenge, as 

conflicting interests or disagreements within the coalition may lead to tensions or even the collapse 

of the government. 

Managing Ideological Differences: Coalition politics necessitates managing ideological differences 

among parties. Parties with different political ideologies and policy preferences often need to find 



 

 

common ground and compromise on their respective agendas to govern effectively. This can require 

flexibility and adaptability on the part of coalition partners. 

Role of Regional or Smaller Parties: Coalition politics often involves regional or smaller parties, 

which play a crucial role in ensuring representation of regional interests and catering to specific 

constituencies. These parties can exert influence on national policies by leveraging their regional 

support base and demands. 

Impact on Governance: Coalition politics can influence governance dynamics. It may require more 

consultation and consensus-building among coalition partners, leading to slower decision-making 

processes. Additionally, the stability of coalition governments can be affected by the withdrawal of 

support by individual parties, resulting in potential political instability. 

Coalition politics has its advantages and challenges. On the positive side, it provides opportunities 

for broader representation, encourages consensus-building, and accommodates diverse interests. 

However, it can also lead to compromises and dilution of party ideologies, and the stability of 

coalition governments may be prone to fluctuations. 

Coalition politics is a dynamic and ever-evolving aspect of democratic governance, allowing parties 

to cooperate and form governments that reflect the diverse aspirations of the electorate. The 

success of coalition politics depends on effective communication, negotiation, and the ability to 

balance competing interests to achieve collective goals.  

 

 

(d) Role of Trade Unions 

Ans. Trade unions play a vital role in representing the interests of workers and advancing their rights 

in the workplace. They are organizations formed by workers to collectively negotiate with employers, 

protect their rights, and improve their working conditions. The role of trade unions extends beyond 

individual workplaces and encompasses broader social and economic issues. Here are some key roles 

of trade unions: 

Collective Bargaining: One of the primary functions of trade unions is to engage in collective 

bargaining on behalf of workers. They negotiate with employers to secure better wages, benefits, 

working hours, job security, and other terms and conditions of employment. Through collective 

bargaining, trade unions strive to achieve fair and equitable outcomes for workers, balancing the 

power dynamics between employers and employees. 

Worker Protection and Advocacy: Trade unions act as advocates for workers, protecting their rights 

and interests. They monitor compliance with labor laws, occupational health and safety standards, 

and employment regulations. Unions can provide support and legal assistance to workers facing 

workplace issues, including unfair treatment, discrimination, or unsafe working conditions. They also 

play a role in addressing grievances and resolving disputes between workers and employers. 

Labor Market Reforms and Policy Advocacy: Trade unions are actively involved in advocating for 

labor market reforms and policies that benefit workers. They participate in policy discussions and 

engage with government bodies, employers' organizations, and other stakeholders to influence labor 

laws, social security provisions, and employment regulations. Trade unions play a significant role in 

shaping labor policies, minimum wage laws, and standards for working conditions. 



 

 

Skill Development and Training: Many trade unions offer training programs and support skill 

development initiatives for their members. They provide opportunities for workers to enhance their 

skills, improve employability, and adapt to changing job requirements. Skill development programs 

offered by trade unions help workers upgrade their abilities and ensure they are equipped to meet 

the demands of a dynamic labor market. 

Social and Economic Justice: Trade unions are often at the forefront of advocating for social and 

economic justice. They strive to reduce income inequality, fight against exploitation, and challenge 

discriminatory practices. Trade unions work towards creating a fairer society by addressing issues 

such as gender pay gaps, precarious employment, and unfair labor practices. They also play a role in 

broader social movements, advocating for social welfare, affordable housing, and other 

socioeconomic rights. 

Political Engagement and Worker Representation: Trade unions engage in political activities to 

influence policies and protect workers' interests. They support political candidates or parties aligned 

with their objectives and work towards the implementation of worker-friendly policies. Trade unions 

also promote worker representation in decision-making bodies, both within the workplace and at the 

national level. They advocate for the inclusion of workers' voices in policy formulation, ensuring that 

their concerns are considered in economic and social decision-making processes. 

In summary, trade unions play a critical role in safeguarding workers' rights, improving working 

conditions, and advocating for social and economic justice. They negotiate on behalf of workers, 

protect their interests, and strive for fair treatment and equitable outcomes. Through their collective 

strength and representation, trade unions contribute to shaping labor policies, addressing workplace 

issues, and promoting the welfare and well-being of workers. 


