
 

 

Indian Writing in English PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. Write a short note on Amita Ghosh's narrative technique in The Shadow Lines. 

Ans. Amitav Ghosh's novel "The Shadow Lines" is known for its intricate and captivating narrative 

technique, which adds depth and complexity to the story. Ghosh masterfully employs various literary 

devices to weave a multilayered tale that explores themes of memory, history, and the blurred lines 

between truth and imagination. 

One prominent aspect of Ghosh's narrative technique in "The Shadow Lines" is his non-linear 

storytelling. The novel does not follow a chronological structure; instead, it moves fluidly between 

different time periods and locations, blurring the boundaries between past and present. This 

technique mirrors the protagonist's fragmented memories and reflects the interconnectedness of 

events and individuals across time and space. 

Ghosh also employs a polyphonic narrative style, presenting the story through multiple 

perspectives. The novel is narrated by an unnamed protagonist who recounts his childhood 

experiences and the lives of his relatives and friends. Through these various voices, Ghosh provides 

different viewpoints, allowing readers to witness the story from multiple angles and uncover the 

complexities of the characters' lives. 

Moreover, Ghosh seamlessly blends personal and historical narratives in "The Shadow Lines." The 

protagonist's family history intertwines with significant historical events, such as the Swadeshi 

movement, the Second World War, and the Partition of India. By intertwining personal and collective 

memories, Ghosh highlights the impact of political and historical events on individuals' lives and 

emphasizes the interconnectedness of personal and national histories. 

Another noteworthy aspect of Ghosh's narrative technique is his rich and vivid imagery. He paints 

detailed descriptions of locations, whether it be the narrow streets of Calcutta or the bustling cities 

of London and Dhaka. These evocative descriptions not only set the stage but also contribute to the 

overall atmosphere of the novel, immersing readers in the settings and enhancing their emotional 

connection to the story. 

In addition, Ghosh incorporates recurring motifs and symbols throughout the novel, adding depth 

and layers of meaning to the narrative. For example, the shadow lines, which refer to the invisible 

boundaries separating nations, families, and individuals, serve as a metaphor for the characters' 

desires for connection and their struggles with division and separation. 

Overall, Amitav Ghosh's narrative technique in "The Shadow Lines" is characterized by its non-

linear structure, multiple perspectives, blending of personal and historical narratives, rich imagery, 

and effective use of motifs and symbols. These literary devices contribute to the novel's complexity 

and make it a compelling exploration of memory, identity, and the interconnectedness of lives and 

histories.  

 

 

Q2. Critically explain the following lines with reference to context. 



 

 

The sky was filling with a grey light that was dissolving the dense blackness of night. It glistened 

upon a field of white pampas grass which waved in a sudden breeze that had sprung, laughing, 

waving and rustling through the grasses with a live, rippling sound. He thought of Nur's poctry 

being read, the sound of it softly murmuring in his years. He had accepted the gift of Nur's poetry 

and that meant he was custodian of Nur's very soul and spirit. It was a great distinction. He could 

not deny or abandon that under any pressure. 

Ans. These lines depict a scene where the darkness of the night is gradually being replaced by a 

gray light as the day begins to break. The imagery of the sky filling with a "grey light" suggests a soft 

and gentle transition from night to day. This transformation is described as "dissolving the dense 

blackness of night," implying a gradual dispersion of darkness. 

The author then introduces a visual element: a field of white pampas grass. The grass sways in 

response to a sudden breeze, creating a lively and animated atmosphere. The use of words like 

"laughing," "waving," and "rustling" evokes a sense of joy and movement. The breeze is also 

personified, as it is described as "springing" and having a "live, rippling sound." 

In the midst of this tranquil setting, the protagonist's thoughts shift to Nur's poetry. The mention of 

Nur suggests that this person is likely a poet or someone deeply connected to the world of poetry. 

The imagery of Nur's poetry being softly murmured in the protagonist's ears suggests a sense of 

intimacy and personal connection with the words. 

The protagonist then reflects on the significance of accepting Nur's poetry as a gift. This acceptance 

is seen as an act of becoming the "custodian" of Nur's soul and spirit. It is a great distinction for the 

protagonist, emphasizing the honor and responsibility they feel in preserving and safeguarding Nur's 

artistic essence. 

The final sentence underscores the protagonist's commitment to their role as the custodian. They 

declare that they cannot deny or abandon this responsibility under any circumstances, even when 

faced with pressure or adversity. This statement emphasizes the protagonist's unwavering dedication 

to protecting and upholding the artistic legacy entrusted to them. 

Overall, these lines capture a serene and transformative moment at dawn, interwoven with 

reflections on the power of poetry, personal connection, and the weight of responsibility as a 

custodian of artistic expression.  

 

 

Q3. Critically explain the following lines with reference to context. 

"The house withdrew into silence, snakes moved Among books, was then too young To read, and 

my blood turned cold like the moon” 

Ans. These lines evoke a sense of solitude, mystery, and an eerie atmosphere. Let's analyze them in 

the context provided: 

"The house withdrew into silence" suggests that the house, which was previously alive with activity 

or noise, has now become quiet and still. This withdrawal indicates a shift towards a more subdued 

or desolate environment. It sets the stage for a change in atmosphere or circumstances within the 

house. 



 

 

"Snakes moved Among books" introduces a surreal image of snakes slithering amidst books. This 

metaphorical description implies a sense of danger or trepidation. Snakes are often associated with 

cunning, stealth, and even deception. Their presence among the books suggests an intrusion into a 

realm of knowledge or intellectual pursuits. This image could also signify hidden or dangerous 

secrets lurking within the house. 

The line "was then too young To read" suggests that the speaker was too young at the time to 

comprehend or understand the contents of the books. It implies a sense of vulnerability or 

innocence, as the speaker lacked the knowledge or experience to navigate the mysteries and 

complexities contained within those pages. 

The final line, "and my blood turned cold like the moon," employs a vivid simile to describe the 

speaker's emotional state. The comparison of the speaker's blood turning cold to the moon 

emphasizes a chilling effect. The moon is often associated with coldness, distance, and an eerie 

atmosphere. This simile conveys a profound sense of fear or unease experienced by the speaker, 

intensifying the atmosphere of the scene. 

Overall, these lines depict a moment of isolation and unease within a silent house. The presence of 

snakes among the books suggests hidden dangers or secrets, while the speaker's youth underscores 

their vulnerability and inability to comprehend the situation fully. The comparison of the speaker's 

blood turning cold to the moon further enhances the unsettling ambiance. These lines effectively 

create a sense of foreboding and intrigue, inviting the reader to delve deeper into the mysterious 

circumstances within the house.  

 

 

Q4. Critically explain the following lines with reference to context:  

it is not so bad, Ras said, meaning the moshandi. 

It does not stop love-making or anything, excuse mic teacher sahib, for speaking of such a thing. It 

stops babies only and my woman did not want children any more, so now all is hundred per cent 

OK. All of it is in national interest', he pointed out. 'And soon the frec radio will arrive.” 

Ans. These lines reflect a conversation in which Ras is expressing his opinion about a particular topic, 

likely related to the moshandi, which is not explicitly defined. Let's analyze these lines in the given 

context: 

"it is not so bad, Ras said, meaning the moshandi" suggests that Ras is discussing or evaluating the 

moshandi and expressing his perspective on it. The moshandi itself is not explicitly defined, leaving 

room for interpretation. It could refer to a policy, event, or some other aspect that is being discussed. 

The line "It does not stop love-making or anything" indicates that whatever the moshandi is, it does 

not hinder or prevent the act of love-making. This statement suggests that Ras sees this aspect as a 

positive or reassuring factor, indicating that personal relationships and intimate connections can still 

flourish despite the presence of the moshandi. 

The phrase "excuse mic teacher sahib, for speaking of such a thing" implies a sense of hesitation or 

apology from Ras for bringing up the topic of love-making. It suggests that discussing such matters 

might be considered taboo or inappropriate in the context of the conversation. 



 

 

Ras goes on to explain, "It stops babies only, and my woman did not want children anymore, so 

now all is hundred per cent OK." Here, Ras clarifies that the moshandi only prevents the conception 

of babies. He indicates that this outcome is desirable for him and his partner, as they no longer 

desired to have children. As a result, Ras perceives the situation as entirely satisfactory or "hundred 

per cent OK." 

The statement "All of it is in national interest" suggests that Ras sees the moshandi as beneficial or 

advantageous for the nation as a whole. He argues that the policy or event being discussed aligns 

with the broader goals or priorities of the country. 

Lastly, Ras mentions the arrival of the "frec radio," which is likely a misspelling of "free radio." This 

detail implies that there are technological advancements or changes taking place, potentially related 

to communication or media. It hints at the idea that progress is happening, and the introduction of 

this new radio could be seen as a positive development. 

Overall, these lines depict Ras offering his perspective on the moshandi, highlighting its perceived 

advantages and positive outcomes. His emphasis on personal relationships remaining unaffected and 

his mention of the national interest suggests a broader context in which the moshandi is being 

implemented. The mention of the "frec radio" adds a layer of anticipation and progress to the 

conversation. However, without further context, the specific nature and implications of the moshandi 

remain open to interpretation.  

 

 

Q5. In the preface to Kanthapura Raja Rao speaks of a distinet 'tempo of Indian life' that Indian 

literature must convey. Explain the significance of the observation citing cxamples from any of the 

poems or short stories included in the syllabus. 

Ans. Raja Rao's observation about the distinct "tempo of Indian life" in Indian literature highlights 

the importance of capturing and conveying the unique cultural and social rhythms of Indian society. 

It emphasizes the need for literature to reflect the specific experiences, traditions, and values that 

shape the Indian identity. Let's explore this significance by citing examples from a poem and a short 

story from the syllabus. 

Example from a poem: 

In Rabindranath Tagore's poem "Where the Mind is Without Fear," the distinct tempo of Indian life 

is evident. The poem calls for a society where individuals are free from fear, narrow-mindedness, and 

oppression. Tagore's use of imagery, metaphors, and cultural references reflects the unique Indian 

ethos. For instance, he mentions "Ganges," "faith," and "knowledge" as symbols that resonate 

deeply within Indian culture. These references evoke a sense of spirituality, interconnectedness, and 

the pursuit of wisdom that characterizes the Indian way of life. The poem's lyrical quality and 

rhythmic language also contribute to the distinct tempo, mirroring the cadence and melodic patterns 

often found in Indian literature and oral traditions. 

Example from a short story: 

In R.K. Narayan's short story "A Horse and Two Goats," the distinct tempo of Indian life is present in 

the portrayal of the rural village setting and the interactions between characters. The story unfolds in 

a small South Indian village, capturing the simplicity, customs, and social dynamics of the local 

community. Narayan's use of dialogue reflects the cadences, idioms, and rhythms of everyday Indian 



 

 

speech. The characters' conversations, with their repetitions, interruptions, and colloquial 

expressions, contribute to the authenticity and distinctiveness of the Indian tempo. The story also 

explores themes such as poverty, miscommunication, and the clash of cultures, which are relevant to 

the socio-economic context of rural India. By immersing readers in this specific tempo of Indian life, 

the story offers a nuanced and genuine portrayal of the Indian experience. 

In both examples, the presence of the distinct tempo of Indian life adds depth, richness, and cultural 

authenticity to the literary works. It enhances the readers' understanding and appreciation of the 

Indian context, enabling them to connect with the characters, themes, and settings on a deeper 

level. By capturing and conveying this tempo, Indian literature showcases the diverse and vibrant 

tapestry of Indian society, its values, and its lived experiences.  

 

 

Q6. Write an essay reflecting on the suitability of the title of Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow lines  

Ans. Title: The Suitability of "The Shadow Lines" by Amitav Ghosh 

Amitav Ghosh's novel, "The Shadow Lines," is a thought-provoking work that explores the 

complexities of memory, history, and identity. The title itself, "The Shadow Lines," is a fitting choice 

as it encapsulates the central themes and motifs of the novel. This essay aims to reflect on the 

suitability of the title and how it resonates with the narrative and ideas presented in the book. 

At its core, "The Shadow Lines" refers to the elusive boundaries and connections that exist between 

people, places, and memories. It signifies the blurred lines between reality and imagination, the past 

and the present, and the personal and the collective. Ghosh skillfully weaves these elements into the 

narrative, creating a multi-layered exploration of how individuals and communities are shaped by 

their histories and the interconnectedness of human experiences. 

One interpretation of the title is the idea that our understanding of history is often clouded by 

shadows and subjective perspectives. Ghosh challenges the notion of fixed, linear history by 

presenting multiple narratives and memories that intersect and intertwine. The characters in the 

novel grapple with the shadows of the past, attempting to piece together fragmented histories and 

personal stories. By employing the term "shadow lines," Ghosh alludes to the intangible nature of 

memory and the subjective nature of historical narratives. 

Furthermore, "The Shadow Lines" suggests the presence of invisible boundaries that shape human 

lives. These boundaries can be physical, such as national borders, or abstract, such as social and 

cultural divisions. Ghosh explores how these boundaries, both visible and invisible, influence 

relationships and create tensions among individuals and communities. The title encapsulates the 

ways in which these lines are often malleable, shifting, and fraught with conflict. 

Additionally, the concept of shadows symbolizes the ephemeral and transient nature of human 

existence. Shadows are fleeting, changing with the movement of light, much like the passing of time 

and the impermanence of life. Ghosh employs this metaphor to reflect on the fragility of human 

connections and the transient nature of personal experiences. The title serves as a reminder that our 

lives are shaped not only by the solid lines that define our identities but also by the intangible and 

ever-changing shadows that surround us. 

In conclusion, the title "The Shadow Lines" is highly suitable for Amitav Ghosh's novel as it 

encapsulates the central themes and ideas explored throughout the narrative. It captures the elusive 



 

 

nature of memory, the blurred boundaries of history, and the transience of human existence. 

Through this title, Ghosh invites readers to reflect on the complex interplay between personal and 

collective histories, the fragility of human connections, and the subjective nature of narratives. "The 

Shadow Lines" serves as a compelling and evocative representation of the multifaceted exploration 

of identity, memory, and the intricacies of the human experience presented in Ghosh's remarkable 

novel.  

 

 

Q7. Do you agree that in custody foregrounds the crisis or modernity as experienced by the post-

colonial Indian nation? Case a reasoned answer. 

Ans. The statement suggests that the custodian plays a significant role in foregrounding the crisis of 

modernity at the expense of the post-colonial Indian nation. To provide a reasoned answer, let's 

break down the statement and analyze its components. 

Firstly, the term "custodian" implies a person or entity responsible for safeguarding or managing 

something. In the context of the post-colonial Indian nation, the custodian could refer to individuals 

or institutions in positions of power, such as politicians, bureaucrats, or cultural gatekeepers. 

The term "foregrounding the crisis of modernity" implies that these custodians emphasize or 

prioritize the challenges and conflicts associated with modernity. Modernity, in this context, refers to 

the social, cultural, and economic changes that accompany the process of industrialization, 

urbanization, and globalization. It encompasses the tensions and dilemmas arising from rapid 

development and the clash between traditional values and new ideologies. 

The phrase "at the expense of the post-colonial Indian nation" suggests that the emphasis on the 

crisis of modernity detracts from the welfare or progress of the nation itself. It implies that the 

custodians prioritize addressing the challenges of modernity while neglecting other important 

aspects of the post-colonial Indian nation, such as social justice, economic equity, or cultural 

preservation. 

In considering this statement, it is essential to acknowledge that post-colonial India faced numerous 

challenges and complexities as it navigated its way through nation-building and modernization. There 

were genuine crises that needed attention, such as poverty, inequality, and the need for 

infrastructure development. However, it is also important to consider the potential drawbacks of a 

singular focus on the crisis of modernity. 

One perspective could argue that a relentless emphasis on the crisis of modernity may result in the 

neglect of other pressing issues. It may lead to a skewed set of priorities, where economic growth 

takes precedence over social welfare, cultural diversity, or environmental sustainability. This 

approach may perpetuate inequalities, marginalize certain sections of society, and undermine the 

nation's long-term stability and cohesion. 

On the other hand, an alternative perspective might suggest that addressing the crisis of modernity 

is indeed essential for the post-colonial Indian nation's development. Modernity brings both 

opportunities and challenges, and custodians may prioritize addressing these challenges to foster 

progress and improve living conditions for the citizens. By foregrounding the crisis of modernity, the 

custodians might aim to find solutions to issues such as poverty, education, healthcare, or 

infrastructure, which are crucial for nation-building. 



 

 

Ultimately, the impact of custodians foregrounding the crisis of modernity at the expense of the 

post-colonial Indian nation depends on the specific policies, strategies, and actions implemented. It is 

essential to strike a balance that addresses the challenges of modernity while ensuring the holistic 

development and well-being of the nation. By recognizing the interconnectedness of various aspects, 

including social, economic, cultural, and environmental factors, custodians can navigate the 

complexities and foster a sustainable and inclusive post-colonial Indian nation.  

 

 

Q8. Tara discusses and brings to light a somewhat taboo subject an Indian families . Do you agree" 

Discuss. 

Ans. Yes, Tara, the protagonist in a novel or story, can indeed bring to light a somewhat taboo 

subject in Indian families. It is not uncommon for literature to explore sensitive topics that are 

considered taboo or traditionally avoided in society. By doing so, authors can shed light on these 

subjects, challenge societal norms, and initiate conversations that may have been suppressed or 

overlooked. 

Discussing taboo subjects in Indian families through literature can be a powerful way to address 

social issues, cultural practices, and the complexities of familial relationships. It allows readers to 

gain insights into the intricacies of these topics, encouraging empathy, understanding, and 

potentially sparking discussions in real life. 

Taboos can vary across cultures, and Indian society is no exception. Some taboo subjects in Indian 

families might include sexuality, mental health, inter-caste or inter-religious relationships, gender 

roles, or domestic violence. These subjects are often deemed sensitive or uncomfortable to talk 

about openly within families or society due to cultural norms, traditions, or stigmas associated with 

them. 

By portraying characters like Tara who confront these taboos, literature offers readers an 

opportunity to explore different perspectives and question societal expectations. It can challenge 

the status quo, provide a platform for marginalized voices, and contribute to social change. Through 

the power of storytelling, authors can depict the internal struggles, conflicts, and consequences that 

arise when taboo subjects are discussed or addressed within Indian families. 

It is important to note that discussing taboo subjects in literature does not imply agreement or 

endorsement of any particular viewpoint or action. Instead, it serves as a means to raise awareness, 

foster dialogue, and encourage critical thinking. Literature has the capacity to inspire reflection and 

empathy, enabling readers to engage with complex and often uncomfortable topics with greater 

sensitivity and understanding. 

In conclusion, discussing taboo subjects in Indian families through literature can be a powerful and 

necessary way to challenge societal norms, address sensitive issues, and initiate meaningful 

conversations. By portraying characters like Tara who confront these taboos, authors provide readers 

with opportunities for introspection, empathy, and understanding. This can contribute to broader 

social awareness and promote positive changes within Indian society.  

 

 



 

 

Q9.  "The Swimming Lesson" is a story about a diasporic Indian struggling to settle down in 

unfamiliar surroundings. Do you agree? Discuss. 

Ans. Yes, "The Swimming Lesson" is indeed a story that explores the challenges and struggles faced 

by a diasporic Indian in settling down in unfamiliar surroundings. The narrative focuses on the 

experiences of a character who is grappling with a sense of displacement and cultural disconnection, 

which are common themes in diasporic literature. 

The protagonist, who is of Indian origin, finds themselves in an unfamiliar environment, likely in a 

foreign country. This unfamiliarity and cultural contrast become sources of tension and unease. The 

story delves into the character's internal conflicts as they navigate their identity, negotiate their 

relationship with their cultural heritage, and adapt to a new cultural context. 

The swimming lesson in the story serves as a metaphor for the protagonist's journey of 

assimilation and finding their place in the new society. The struggle to learn and master swimming 

represents the broader challenges faced by the character in adapting to unfamiliar customs, 

language, and social norms. Through the swimming lesson, the story explores themes of cultural 

assimilation, identity negotiation, and the longing for a sense of belonging. 

Furthermore, the story sheds light on the emotional and psychological toll experienced by diasporic 

individuals who are caught between multiple cultures and find themselves torn between preserving 

their heritage and assimilating into the new society. It touches upon the conflicts arising from the 

clash of traditions, values, and expectations. 

The story also highlights the complexity of intergenerational dynamics within diasporic families. It 

portrays the generational divide between the protagonist and their parents or older relatives, who 

may cling more tightly to their cultural roots. This generational difference adds another layer of 

tension and difficulty in the protagonist's process of settling down and finding their place in the new 

environment. 

Through its exploration of the protagonist's struggles and their attempts to navigate an unfamiliar 

environment, "The Swimming Lesson" captures the challenges faced by diasporic Indians in their 

quest for a sense of belonging and cultural integration. It sheds light on the psychological, social, 

and cultural dimensions of the diasporic experience, offering insights into the complexities and 

nuances of identity and cultural adaptation. 

In conclusion, "The Swimming Lesson" can be seen as a story that delves into the struggles of a 

diasporic Indian trying to find their footing in an unfamiliar environment. It explores themes of 

displacement, cultural disconnection, and the search for identity and belonging. Through its 

narrative, the story provides a glimpse into the challenges faced by individuals navigating between 

multiple cultures and highlights the intricacies of the diasporic experience.  

 

 

Q10. Ambedkar argues that social transformation must take precedence over all other reforms. 

Citing examples from the texts included in your syllabus, write an essay reflecting on how Indian 

English literature responds to Ambedkar's aforementioned stance. 

Ans. Title: Indian English Literature and the Pursuit of Social Transformation: Responding to 

Ambedkar's Stance. 



 

 

Introduction: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a prominent social reformer and architect of the Indian Constitution, emphasized 

the paramount importance of social transformation. Indian English literature, through its diverse 

voices and narratives, has responded to Ambedkar's stance by shedding light on the social realities of 

marginalized communities, challenging oppressive systems, and advocating for inclusive societal 

change. This essay will explore how Indian English literature, as reflected in texts from the syllabus, 

responds to Ambedkar's call for social transformation. 

Section 1: Exposing Social Injustice 

Indian English literature serves as a powerful tool for exposing social injustices prevalent in society. 

Works such as Arundhati Roy's "The God of Small Things" and Mulk Raj Anand's "Untouchable" 

address issues of caste discrimination and untouchability. These novels provide a searing critique of 

oppressive social structures and shed light on the plight of marginalized communities. By depicting 

the harsh realities faced by Dalits and other oppressed groups, these texts contribute to raising 

awareness and stimulating conversations about social transformation. 

Section 2: Advocating for Equality and Human Rights 

Ambedkar's call for social transformation is intrinsically linked to the pursuit of equality and human 

rights. Indian English literature responds to this by advocating for equal rights and challenging 

societal prejudices. For instance, in the works of Mahasweta Devi, such as "Draupadi" and "Mother 

of 1084," she addresses issues of tribal oppression, gender inequality, and the exploitation of 

marginalized communities. These texts highlight the need for social transformation by advocating for 

justice, dignity, and equal opportunities for all. 

Section 3: Empowering Marginalized Voices 

One of the crucial aspects of social transformation is empowering marginalized voices. Indian English 

literature provides a platform for these voices to be heard and acknowledged. For example, the 

poetry of Meena Alexander, Kamala Das, or Agha Shahid Ali gives voice to the experiences of women, 

minorities, and the dispossessed. Through their evocative language and personal narratives, these 

poets challenge social norms, confront prejudice, and emphasize the importance of inclusivity and 

social change. 

Section 4: Challenging Patriarchy and Gender Inequality 

Ambedkar's call for social transformation extends to dismantling patriarchal structures and 

promoting gender equality. Indian English literature responds to this by critiquing gender-based 

discrimination and advocating for gender justice. Works like Shashi Deshpande's "That Long Silence" 

and Anita Nair's "Ladies Coupe" explore the experiences of women in a patriarchal society. These 

novels address issues of domestic violence, gender roles, and women's empowerment, aligning with 

Ambedkar's vision of social transformation that recognizes and challenges gender-based oppression. 

Conclusion: 

Indian English literature, as exemplified by texts from the syllabus, effectively responds to 

Ambedkar's call for social transformation. Through their portrayal of social injustices, advocacy for 

equality and human rights, empowerment of marginalized voices, and challenge to patriarchal 

systems, these texts contribute to the ongoing struggle for a more inclusive and just society. By 

engaging with Ambedkar's stance, Indian English literature plays a vital role in fostering critical 



 

 

consciousness, igniting dialogue, and inspiring actions that drive social transformation in India and 

beyond. 


