
 

 

American Literature PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. The death of a hero forms the central idea of "o Captain! My Captain". Does the poem 

effectively express the grief over this loss? Illustrate through examples.  

Ans. "O Captain! My Captain!" is a poem written by Walt Whitman as an elegy to honor the death of 

President Abraham Lincoln. The central idea of the poem is indeed the death of a heroic figure, 

Lincoln, and it effectively expresses grief over this loss through its emotional tone and vivid imagery. 

The poem uses extended metaphors and symbolism to convey both the mourning and the impact of 

Lincoln's death. 

The poem begins with the exclamation "O Captain! My Captain!" which immediately sets a tone of 

deep sorrow and personal lament. The speaker addresses Lincoln as a captain, symbolizing his 

leadership role in guiding the nation through the turbulent times of the Civil War. The repetition of 

this line throughout the poem emphasizes the personal connection and sense of loss. 

Example 1: 

"In fearful trip, the victor ship, comes in with object won;" 

This line refers to the end of the Civil War and Lincoln's successful leadership in preserving the Union. 

The ship's arrival is marked by victory, yet the poet juxtaposes it with the somber mood of mourning. 

This contrast highlights the complexity of emotions surrounding the hero's death. 

Example 2: 

"The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting," 

Here, the reference to the nearing port and the sounds of bells celebrate the end of the war and the 

anticipation of a triumphant return. However, the exultation of the people is tempered by the reality 

of Lincoln's death, creating a bittersweet tone. 

Example 3: 

"But O heart! heart! heart! 

O the bleeding drops of red, 

Where on the deck my Captain lies, 

Fallen cold and dead." 

These lines vividly depict the tragic scene of Lincoln's death. The repetition of "heart" emphasizes 

the depth of the speaker's grief. The image of "bleeding drops of red" symbolizes not only Lincoln's 

bloodshed but also the nation's wounds. The stark contrast between the celebratory atmosphere 

and the Captain's death conveys the impact of the loss on both an individual and national level. 

The poem successfully expresses grief by blending elements of triumph and mourning. It captures 

the conflicted emotions of a nation that has achieved victory but is also grappling with the absence 

of its leader. Through the use of powerful imagery, repetition, and symbolism, Whitman effectively 

conveys the deep sorrow and complex emotions surrounding the death of a hero in "O Captain! My 

Captain!" 



 

 

 

 

Q2. Critically examine the themes of miscegenation and racial violence in William Faulkner's "Dry 

September"  

Ans. In William Faulkner's short story "Dry September," the themes of miscegenation and racial 

violence play a significant role in highlighting the deeply ingrained racial tensions and prejudices of 

the Southern society in which the story is set. These themes contribute to the portrayal of a racially 

divided and oppressive environment, underscoring the harsh realities of racial discrimination and 

violence. 

Miscegenation: 

Miscegenation, or the mixing of races through marriage or sexual relationships, is a central theme in 

"Dry September." The story centers around a rumor that a black man, Will Mayes, has supposedly 

assaulted a white woman, Minnie Cooper. This allegation becomes a catalyst for the racially charged 

events that unfold. The fear of miscegenation drives the white townspeople to take drastic and 

violent actions to protect their perceived racial purity. 

The rumor of miscegenation serves as a reflection of society's deep-seated anxieties about race 

mixing, which was considered taboo in the racially segregated South. The white characters' 

reactions to the rumor reveal their intolerance and willingness to resort to violence to preserve their 

sense of racial superiority. 

Racial Violence: 

Racial violence is a pervasive and disturbing theme in the story. The townspeople's collective rage 

and prejudice lead them to form a mob and seek revenge against Will Mayes without concrete 

evidence of his guilt. The violence that ensues highlights the unchecked power of the mob and the 

dangerous consequences of allowing prejudice and rumor to dictate actions. 

The climax of the story, where the mob takes matters into their own hands and confronts Will 

Mayes, showcases the extent to which racial tensions can escalate into horrific violence. The story 

ultimately ends with a disturbing act of violence that further underscores the destructive force of 

racism. 

Critique of Racial Prejudice: 

Faulkner uses the themes of miscegenation and racial violence to offer a scathing critique of the 

racial prejudices deeply ingrained in the Southern society of the time. He highlights how these 

prejudices can lead to the dehumanization and victimization of innocent individuals like Will Mayes. 

The story exposes the irrationality and irrational fears that underlie racism, as well as the dangerous 

consequences of mob mentality. 

In conclusion, the themes of miscegenation and racial violence in "Dry September" serve as powerful 

vehicles through which Faulkner portrays the corrosive effects of racism in a racially divided society. 

The story sheds light on the destructive power of prejudice, the potential for violence fueled by fear 

and rumor, and the tragic consequences that can result from unchecked racial tensions. 

 

 



 

 

Q3. "The Declaration of Independence", as well as "The Gettysberg Address" are statements on 

human rights. Do you agree? Give a reasoned answer.  

Ans.  Yes, I agree that both "The Declaration of Independence" and "The Gettysburg Address" are 

statements on human rights. These foundational texts in American history address key principles 

related to human rights, equality, and the value of individual liberty. Let's explore each document's 

perspective on human rights: 

The Declaration of Independence: 

"The Declaration of Independence," drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson and adopted on July 4, 

1776, is a significant document that articulated the American colonies' decision to break away from 

British rule. It proclaims that all individuals are endowed with inherent and unalienable rights, 

including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This declaration lays the philosophical 

groundwork for recognizing human rights as fundamental and not dependent on any governing 

authority. 

The document asserts that governments derive their legitimacy from the consent of the governed 

and that people have the right to alter or abolish governments that violate their rights. This 

revolutionary idea emphasizes the importance of protecting individual rights and limiting the power 

of governments to infringe upon them. 

The Gettysburg Address: 

"The Gettysburg Address," delivered by President Abraham Lincoln on November 19, 1863, during 

the American Civil War, reaffirms the principles of equality and human rights. Lincoln's address was 

given at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and it 

emphasized the importance of preserving the Union and recognizing the sacrifices made by those 

who fought in the Civil War. 

In the address, Lincoln eloquently states that the United States was conceived in liberty and that its 

core principle is the idea that all men are created equal. He emphasizes the enduring nature of these 

principles and asserts that the government should be of the people, by the people, and for the 

people. This highlights the importance of government serving the interests of the people and 

protecting their rights. 

Reasoned Answer: 

Both documents are indeed statements on human rights because they affirm the fundamental 

principles of individual liberty, equality, and the protection of inherent rights. "The Declaration of 

Independence" lays out the philosophical basis for the recognition of human rights as a central 

aspect of governance, while "The Gettysburg Address" reaffirms the commitment to equality and 

liberty as the guiding values of the nation even in times of conflict and division. 

These documents have had a profound impact not only on the history of the United States but also 

on the global discourse on human rights. They have inspired movements and efforts to secure the 

rights of individuals and marginalized groups around the world. 

 

 

Q4. "For nowadays the world is lit by lightning! Blow out your candles, Laura and so goodbye...." 

Comment with close reference to the text these lines are taken from.  



 

 

Ans.  The lines "For nowadays the world is lit by lightning! Blow out your candles, Laura and so 

goodbye...." are taken from Tennessee Williams' play "The Glass Menagerie." These lines are spoken 

by the character Tom Wingfield, who serves as both the narrator and a participant in the play's 

events. The lines are significant as they encapsulate the emotional and symbolic layers of Tom's 

departure from his family and his yearning for a life beyond their confined reality. 

In this scene, Tom addresses his sister Laura before leaving their home, which is stifling and 

emotionally suffocating. The reference to "the world is lit by lightning" suggests that the world is 

moving forward at a rapid pace, experiencing dramatic changes and advancements. This phrase 

captures Tom's restlessness and desire to break free from the stagnation of their current situation. 

"Blow out your candles, Laura" is a direct instruction to Laura, who is often seen tending to her 

collection of delicate glass figurines. The candles symbolize a form of escape into a world of 

imagination and illusion. Tom encourages Laura to let go of these illusions and face the reality of 

their circumstances. 

"Goodbye" is a final farewell, symbolizing Tom's decision to leave his family behind and pursue his 

own dreams and desires. It marks a turning point in the play, where Tom makes a definitive choice to 

seek a different path in life. 

These lines reveal Tom's conflicted emotions and his struggle between his responsibility towards 

his family and his own need for personal fulfillment. The image of the lit world and blown-out 

candles contrasts the external world's vibrancy and dynamism with Laura's self-imposed isolation 

and their family's emotional confinement. 

Overall, these lines capture the essence of Tom's departure, his desire for a life that isn't constrained 

by familial obligations, and his acknowledgment of the rapidly changing world outside. The lines 

encapsulate the tension between personal aspirations and familial duties that is central to "The Glass 

Menagerie." 

 

 

Q5. Illustrate through examples from the text how Beloved is able to connect gendered violence 

with the violence of racism. 

Ans.  In Toni Morrison's novel "Beloved," the character of Beloved represents a haunting and 

complex embodiment of the intersection between gendered violence and racial violence. Morrison 

masterfully weaves these themes together to portray the harrowing experiences of African American 

women during and after slavery. Through various instances and interactions involving Beloved, the 

novel illustrates the interplay of these forms of violence: 

Beloved's Arrival and Memory of the Middle Passage: 

Beloved's arrival at 124 Bluestone Road is shrouded in mystery and trauma. Her memories of the 

Middle Passage, a horrific journey during the transatlantic slave trade, are described as vivid and 

tormenting. This illustrates how her experience as a black woman is marred by both gendered 

violence (the physical and psychological trauma of the Middle Passage) and racial violence 

(enslavement and dehumanization). 

Beloved's Need for Reassurance and Protection: 



 

 

Beloved's childlike behavior and constant need for reassurance can be seen as a manifestation of her 

vulnerability as a black woman in a world dominated by gendered and racial violence. She seeks 

protection and validation, reflecting the historical and ongoing struggles of black women to find 

safety and acceptance in a hostile environment. 

Beloved's Seduction of Paul D: 

Beloved's seduction of Paul D is a powerful example of how gendered violence and racial violence 

intersect. Through this act, Beloved exerts power over Paul D, a black man who has himself been 

subjected to racial violence and emasculation. The scene underscores the complex dynamics of 

power within relationships and how gendered and racial violence can shape these dynamics. 

Beloved's Craving for Identity and Belonging: 

Beloved's insatiable need for attention, care, and connection reflects the historical erasure of black 

women's identities and experiences. Her desire to be known and remembered is a response to the 

violence of being treated as disposable and invisible due to both her race and gender. 

Beloved's Transformation and Demands for Love: 

As Beloved becomes more influential and demanding, her actions highlight the ways in which the 

violence of racism and gendered violence intertwine. Her demands for love and attention signify the 

historical denial of black women's agency and emotional needs in a society that often disregarded 

their humanity. 

Through these examples and many others, Morrison intricately connects gendered violence with the 

violence of racism, portraying the multifaceted and deeply intertwined experiences of black women. 

"Beloved" sheds light on the unique struggles faced by black women who navigated a world where 

their identities were shaped by both their gender and their race, underscoring the lasting impact of 

systemic oppression and violence. 

 

 

Q6. Langston Hughes' attempts to reconceptualize "the Negro" in his poems. Do you agree? 

Illustrate through examples.  

Ans.  Yes, Langston Hughes indeed made significant efforts to reconceptualize "the Negro" in his 

poems. He sought to challenge stereotypes, offer diverse perspectives, and celebrate the complex 

humanity and experiences of African Americans. Hughes' poems reflect his commitment to 

portraying a more authentic and multi-dimensional representation of black life. Here are a few 

examples that illustrate his efforts: 

"The Negro Speaks of Rivers": 

In this iconic poem, Hughes traces the history of black people across time and geography by 

referencing various rivers. By connecting "the Negro" to ancient civilizations and significant 

landmarks, Hughes elevates the historical presence and contributions of black people, challenging 

the notion of them as mere victims or marginalized individuals. 

"I, Too": 



 

 

In this poem, Hughes asserts the presence and resilience of the black individual within the broader 

American context. The speaker confidently proclaims that "I, too, am America," asserting their 

rightful place in the national narrative. The poem challenges the perception of African Americans as 

outsiders and positions them as integral participants in the American experience. 

"Theme for English B": 

In this poem, Hughes explores the complexities of racial identity and the commonalities shared by a 

black student and his white instructor. The poem reveals the student's inner thoughts, highlighting 

his individuality, aspirations, and struggles. By depicting a young black man grappling with questions 

of self and society, Hughes breaks down stereotypes and showcases the diversity of black 

experiences. 

"Harlem (A Dream Deferred)": 

Through this poem, Hughes addresses the deferred dreams and aspirations of African Americans in 

the face of societal barriers. The poem asks whether these postponed dreams "dry up like a raisin in 

the sun" or "explode." The exploration of suppressed hopes and frustrations serves as a commentary 

on the complex emotions and aspirations of black individuals. 

"Mother to Son": 

This poem features a mother's advice to her son, using the metaphor of a staircase to depict the 

struggles and hardships of life. The mother's words reflect the resilience and determination within 

the black community to persevere despite challenges. The poem presents a nuanced perspective on 

the struggles faced by black individuals while emphasizing their strength and perseverance. 

Through these examples and many more, Langston Hughes reconceptualizes "the Negro" by 

presenting a diverse range of experiences, emotions, and perspectives. He moves beyond one-

dimensional portrayals, allowing his poems to capture the humanity, complexity, and richness of 

African American lives. His work plays a pivotal role in shaping a more inclusive and authentic 

representation of black identity and culture. 

 

 

Q7. Discuss the ending of "Everything that rises must converge" with close reference to the text.  

Ans. "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is a short story by Flannery O'Connor that explores 

themes of racial tensions, generational conflicts, and moral complexity. The story concludes with a 

shocking and thought-provoking ending that highlights the protagonist's realization about the 

consequences of his attitudes and actions. Let's discuss the ending with close reference to the text. 

The story centers around Julian and his mother as they take a bus ride through the racially 

segregated South. Throughout the journey, Julian's mother expresses her prejudiced views, 

particularly toward an African American woman and her young son who are also on the bus. 

 

At the end of the story, Julian's mother offers a young African American boy a coin, and as she 

reaches out to him, she is struck by a black woman carrying a large purse. Julian's mother collapses 

to the ground, and Julian rushes to her side, shouting for someone to call an ambulance. 



 

 

The significance of the ending lies in the ironic reversal of roles and the moment of epiphany for 

Julian. The ending can be analyzed in the following ways: 

Irony of Reversal: 

Throughout the story, Julian has tried to distance himself from his mother's prejudiced views, 

believing himself to be more enlightened. However, in the final moments, the roles are reversed as 

Julian's mother reaches out to the black child with kindness, symbolized by the coin. This irony 

underscores the unexpected ways in which individuals can confront their own biases. 

Epiphany and Consequences: 

Julian's mother's collapse and Julian's frantic call for an ambulance symbolize the consequences of 

her racist attitudes. This event forces Julian to confront the reality of his mother's harmful beliefs and 

the consequences of his own passive complicity. Julian's realization in this moment is a turning point 

that challenges his assumptions and moral stance. 

Theme of Convergence: 

The title of the story, "Everything That Rises Must Converge," suggests a coming together of diverse 

elements. The ending reflects this theme as Julian and his mother's paths converge with the African 

American woman and her child. The collision becomes a metaphor for the collision of different 

perspectives and the need for reconciliation. 

Moral Ambiguity: 

The ending leaves readers with a sense of moral ambiguity. Julian's mother's collapse generates 

sympathy, but it is juxtaposed with the backdrop of her prejudices. This ambiguity encourages 

readers to grapple with complex ethical questions and the intertwining of good and flawed qualities 

within individuals. 

In conclusion, the ending of "Everything That Rises Must Converge" is a powerful moment of 

realization and irony. Through the reversal of roles, O'Connor highlights the complexity of human 

nature and the potential for growth and understanding even in the face of deeply ingrained 

prejudices. The story's conclusion underscores the necessity of self-examination and empathy in 

addressing societal issues. 

 

 

Q8. Based on your reading of The Glass Menagerie, critically comment on the use of motifs and 

symbolism in the play.  

Ans.  "The Glass Menagerie," written by Tennessee Williams, is rich in its use of motifs and 

symbolism to convey deeper themes and emotions. The play employs these literary devices to 

enhance its narrative and evoke a sense of depth and complexity. Let's critically comment on the 

use of motifs and symbolism in the play: 

The Glass Menagerie: 

The titular glass menagerie serves as a central motif and symbol in the play. Laura's collection of 

delicate glass animals mirrors her own fragility and isolation. The menagerie represents the idealized 

world that Laura retreats to, where she can find solace and control. However, it also symbolizes her 



 

 

emotional detachment from reality and her inability to engage with the outside world. The fragility 

of the glass parallels Laura's own vulnerability. 

The Fire Escape: 

The fire escape is a recurring motif that symbolizes both escape and entrapment. It is the path by 

which characters physically exit and enter their apartment, representing their desire to break free 

from their circumstances. At the same time, it signifies the impossibility of complete escape, as they 

are still confined within their cramped apartment and their emotional struggles. 

Blue Roses: 

The phrase "Blue Roses" becomes a symbol that connects Laura and Jim. Jim mistakenly refers to her 

"pleurosis" as "blue roses" in high school, reflecting his genuine concern for her. This symbolizes the 

potential for a connection between them and hints at the idea that despite their differences, there is 

an understanding and compassion that can develop between individuals. 

The Glass Unicorn: 

Within Laura's menagerie, the glass unicorn stands out as a particularly significant symbol. Like the 

unicorn, Laura is unique and different from others due to her physical disability. Jim's accidental 

breaking of the unicorn's horn during their interaction parallels the breaking of Laura's illusions and 

reveals her vulnerability. The unicorn's transformation into a "normal" horse represents Laura's own 

journey toward self-acceptance and the dismantling of her unrealistic fantasies. 

Amanda's Past and the Yellow Dress: 

Amanda's insistence on reminiscing about her past and wearing the yellow dress represents her 

desire to relive her youth and recapture lost opportunities. The yellow dress symbolizes her fading 

beauty and her attachment to a time that no longer exists. It highlights the tension between 

nostalgia and reality. 

Tom's Desire for Adventure: 

Tom's recurrent references to adventure, the movies, and the merchant sailors symbolize his longing 

for escape and his restlessness within his confined life. His desire for adventure and his sense of 

being trapped mirror the broader theme of escape that runs throughout the play. 

In conclusion, the use of motifs and symbolism in "The Glass Menagerie" adds depth and layers of 

meaning to the narrative. These literary devices enhance the exploration of themes such as escape, 

isolation, illusion, and the complexities of human relationships. Through these symbols, Tennessee 

Williams provides insight into the characters' inner worlds and the challenges they face in reconciling 

their desires with the realities of their lives. 

 

 

Q9. "A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 

philosophers and divines", noted Ralph Waldo Emerson. Comment with close reference to the 

prescribed essay. 

Ans. The quote "A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 

philosophers and divines" is from Ralph Waldo Emerson's essay "Self-Reliance." In this essay, 



 

 

Emerson critiques the tendency of individuals to conform to societal expectations and maintain 

consistency at the expense of their own individuality and true self-expression. Let's comment on this 

quote with close reference to the essay. 

In "Self-Reliance," Emerson encourages individuals to embrace their unique thoughts and ideas, 

even if they deviate from conventional wisdom or expectations. He argues that blindly adhering to 

consistency merely for the sake of fitting in stifles creativity, growth, and authenticity. He sees this as 

a limitation of one's potential and a submission to societal pressures. 

Emerson's phrase "hobgoblin of little minds" suggests that fixating on consistency is a limitation 

that holds individuals back from reaching their intellectual and spiritual potential. The word 

"hobgoblin" implies a mischievous and deceptive figure, underscoring the idea that striving for 

consistency can deceive people into believing they are conforming to higher standards when, in 

reality, they are limiting themselves. 

Emerson's reference to "little statesmen and philosophers and divines" highlights that even those 

in positions of power or authority can fall victim to the trap of conformity. By highlighting different 

groups, Emerson suggests that this tendency is not limited to one specific realm but is rather a 

common human inclination. 

Emerson advocates for individuality, encouraging readers to trust their intuition, follow their own 

path, and embrace change when necessary. He believes that genuine wisdom and progress come 

from self-discovery and self-trust, not from the adherence to established norms or the pressure to 

maintain a consistent image. 

In "Self-Reliance," Emerson urges readers to seek their own truths, form their own opinions, and 

break free from the constraints of societal expectations. He champions the idea that individuals 

should value their own experiences and insights over the demand for conformity. The quote reflects 

Emerson's larger message that embracing one's individuality and being open to change are essential 

for personal growth, creativity, and the development of true wisdom. 

In conclusion, Emerson's quote from "Self-Reliance" critiques the blind pursuit of consistency and 

conformity at the expense of individuality and personal growth. He encourages individuals to think 

for themselves, trust their own judgment, and reject the pressures of adhering to a narrow path of 

consistency. The essay serves as a call to embrace the complexities of life and to foster a deeper 

connection with one's true self and potential. 

 

 

Q10. "While Beloved is evidently a politically engaged novel, it is also a novel of extraordinary 

psychological reach." Discuss with close reference to the text.. 

Ans. "Beloved" by Toni Morrison is a multifaceted novel that encompasses both political engagement 

and profound psychological exploration. The narrative delves into the historical trauma of slavery and 

its impact on individuals' psyches, while also weaving in broader socio-political themes. Let's discuss 

this duality with close reference to the text: 

Political Engagement: 

Slavery's Legacy: The novel is deeply rooted in the history of slavery and its aftermath. It sheds light 

on the brutality, dehumanization, and lasting scars inflicted upon African Americans during and after 



 

 

slavery. The characters' experiences and memories reflect the larger context of systemic oppression 

and the struggle for freedom. 

Sethe's Act: The act of infanticide committed by Sethe is a political act in itself, representing a 

desperate refusal to allow her child to be enslaved. It highlights the lengths to which enslaved 

individuals were willing to go to protect their loved ones from the horrors of bondage. 

Community and Identity: The community's response to Sethe's actions, as well as the relationships 

among the characters, reflect the collective trauma of slavery and the importance of communal 

support. The novel engages with the complexities of forging a collective identity in the wake of such 

traumatic history. 

Psychological Reach: 

 

Haunted by the Past: The presence of Beloved, who embodies the trauma and memory of slavery, 

serves as a manifestation of psychological trauma. Sethe and other characters are haunted by their 

past, and their interactions with Beloved reveal the extent to which trauma continues to impact their 

present lives. 

Impact on Identity: The characters' psychological struggles reflect the multifaceted nature of 

identity. Sethe's sense of guilt, Paul D's inability to connect emotionally, and Denver's isolation are all 

manifestations of psychological wounds borne from their experiences as slaves. Their journeys 

toward healing and self-discovery underscore the psychological complexity of grappling with one's 

past. 

Memory and Time: Morrison employs fragmented narrative and nonlinear time to mimic the 

characters' psychological state. This technique allows readers to enter into the characters' minds and 

experience their memories and emotions, emphasizing the deep psychological dimensions of their 

experiences. 

Symbolism and Dream Imagery: Morrison uses symbolism and dream-like sequences to explore 

characters' subconscious desires, fears, and memories. For example, the "chokecherry tree" 

symbolizes Sethe's trauma, and the dream-like quality of the narrative reflects the blurred lines 

between reality and memory. 

In conclusion, "Beloved" is a work of extraordinary psychological depth that explores the inner 

landscapes of its characters, depicting the psychological wounds inflicted by slavery. At the same 

time, it engages with larger political and historical themes, making it a powerful and nuanced 

portrayal of the intersections between personal trauma and societal injustice. Morrison's close 

attention to both psychological and political aspects makes "Beloved" a novel that resonates on 

multiple levels, challenging readers to confront the enduring impact of historical trauma on 

individual lives. 


