
 

 

Detective Literature PYQ 2022 

 

Q1.  Discuss the role and significance of the narrator friend in Edgar Allan Poe's story "The Murders 

in the Rue Morgue."  

Ans. In Edgar Allan Poe's short story "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," the role of the narrator's 

friend, C. Auguste Dupin, is of utmost significance as he serves as the brilliant detective who unravels 

the mysterious murders. The story, often considered one of the earliest examples of detective fiction, 

showcases Dupin's analytical prowess and deductive reasoning. The narrator, who remains unnamed, 

plays a secondary role as the storyteller and the observer of Dupin's methods. 

1. Analytical Genius: 

Dupin's role as an analytical genius is central to the story's plot. He possesses remarkable deductive 

skills, keen observation, and an ability to see beyond the obvious. He is not a professional detective 

but is driven by his intellectual curiosity to solve the baffling crime. His mental acuity allows him to 

reconstruct the events leading up to the murders, analyze evidence, and arrive at logical conclusions. 

2. Deductive Reasoning: 

Dupin's deductive reasoning is on full display throughout the story. He engages in thoughtful analysis, 

often examining the smallest details and drawing inferences from them. He is able to piece together 

seemingly unrelated information to form a coherent explanation for the crime. This approach to 

solving the mystery sets the stage for future detective fiction protagonists who rely on logical 

deduction. 

3. Methodical Investigation: 

Dupin's methodical approach to the investigation is a crucial element of the story's significance. He 

follows a systematic process of examining the crime scene, interviewing witnesses, and considering 

alternative explanations. His reliance on intellect and method rather than brute force contrasts with 

the police's initial approach to the case. 

4. Deconstructing Stereotypes: 

Through Dupin's character, Poe challenges the stereotype of the detective as a law enforcement 

officer. Dupin is an amateur sleuth, detached from the police force, who relies on his intellect to 

solve the crime. This departure from conventional crime-solving methods adds depth to the 

character and establishes the foundation for future fictional detectives. 

5. The Unnamed Narrator's Role: 

The unnamed narrator serves as the storyteller and the observer of Dupin's methods. While Dupin 

drives the investigation, the narrator's presence allows readers to witness the unfolding events from 

an outsider's perspective. The narrator's role is crucial in conveying the details of the mystery and 

Dupin's extraordinary abilities to readers. 

6. Legacy in Detective Fiction: 

"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is often considered the precursor to the modern detective story 

genre. Dupin's role as a brilliant and unconventional detective has influenced subsequent fictional 

detectives like Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot. The story's significance lies in its establishment 



 

 

of a new kind of literary figure—the brilliant detective who relies on intellect and method to solve 

complex cases. 

In conclusion, C. Auguste Dupin's role in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is of immense 

significance as he embodies the traits of a brilliant detective through his analytical genius, deductive 

reasoning, and methodical investigation. His character's impact resonates throughout the history of 

detective fiction, shaping the archetype of the intelligent detective who relies on intellect rather than 

force to solve crimes. 

 

 

Q2. In what way does Violet Smith represent the 'new woman' in Holmes story? 

Ans. In Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes story "The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist," Violet 

Smith can be seen as representing certain characteristics and ideals associated with the "New 

Woman" movement of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The "New Woman" was a term used to 

describe a modern, independent, and assertive woman who sought greater autonomy, education, 

and economic opportunities. While Violet Smith's portrayal in the story is not an overt 

representation of the New Woman, there are elements in her character and circumstances that align 

with this societal phenomenon. 

1. Independence and Agency: 

Violet Smith demonstrates a level of independence and agency that aligns with the aspirations of the 

New Woman. She is a music teacher who has ventured out on her own, seeking employment and 

financial independence. This reflects the New Woman's desire to break away from traditional roles 

and pursue personal and professional goals. 

2. Self-Reliance: 

Violet's decision to take up the position of a music teacher and travel alone on her bicycle suggests a 

willingness to rely on herself and her skills rather than being dependent on others. This echoes the 

New Woman's emphasis on self-sufficiency and self-reliance. 

3. Desire for Adventure: 

The fact that Violet embarks on a journey alone, facing challenges and uncertainties, reflects a spirit 

of adventure and courage. This aligns with the New Woman's desire to explore new opportunities, 

experiences, and horizons beyond the confines of societal norms. 

4. Rejection of Traditional Roles: 

Violet's reluctance to marry Mr. Carruthers, a suitor chosen by her stepfather for financial reasons, 

showcases her rejection of traditional roles imposed by family and society. This reflects the New 

Woman's resistance to being bound by societal expectations in matters of marriage and 

relationships. 

5. Willingness to Seek Help: 

Violet's decision to seek Sherlock Holmes' assistance in resolving the mystery indicates her 

willingness to take initiative and seek help when facing challenges. This contrasts with the traditional 

view of women as passive and in need of protection. 



 

 

6. Assertiveness and Intelligence: 

Violet shows assertiveness and intelligence in approaching Holmes and Dr. Watson, presenting her 

case and providing details of her situation. Her willingness to engage in discussions and assert herself 

aligns with the New Woman's pursuit of intellectual growth and active participation in public 

discourse. 

While "The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist" is primarily a detective story, Violet Smith's character 

can be interpreted as embodying certain characteristics associated with the New Woman movement. 

Her independence, agency, and willingness to challenge societal norms reflect the changing roles and 

aspirations of women during that period. 

 

 

Q3. Write a note on the setting of A Murder is Announced. 

Ans. "A Murder is Announced" is a detective novel written by Agatha Christie, featuring her iconic 

detective character, Miss Marple. The setting of the story plays a significant role in creating the 

atmosphere, providing clues, and influencing the plot. The novel is set in a charming English village 

called Chipping Cleghorn. The setting contributes to the story's intrigue, suspense, and the 

juxtaposition of seemingly peaceful surroundings with the darker elements of the plot. 

1. Small English Village: 

Chipping Cleghorn is a quintessential English village, complete with picturesque cottages, a village 

green, and a quaint church. The setting evokes a sense of nostalgia and familiarity associated with 

traditional English mystery novels. 

2. Rural Atmosphere: 

The rural setting amplifies the contrast between the apparent tranquility of village life and the 

shocking events that unfold. The murder announcement in the local newspaper disrupts the idyllic 

facade of the village, underscoring the unexpected nature of the crime. 

3. Community Dynamics: 

The close-knit nature of a small village community enhances the impact of the murder on the 

characters and the readers. The characters are interlinked through relationships, gossip, and shared 

history, adding complexity to their motives and interactions. 

4. The Victorian House: 

The setting of the crime, the Victorian-style Little Paddocks house, becomes a focal point of intrigue. 

Its eerie and shadowy interior becomes the backdrop for the climactic events. The house's 

architecture, with its hidden corners and secrets, adds to the atmosphere of mystery. 

5. The Time Period: 

The novel is set in the mid-20th century, a time when societal norms and traditions were 

transitioning. This period setting allows for a mix of traditional values and more modern elements, 

influencing characters' behaviors and motivations. 

6. The Evening Gathering: 



 

 

The pivotal event of the murder is announced through a public gathering at Little Paddocks. This 

gathering of various characters introduces the potential suspects and sets the stage for the unfolding 

of the mystery. 

7. Red Herrings and Misdirection: 

The setting is used strategically to introduce red herrings and misdirection, contributing to the 

mystery's complexity. The rural setting can make it difficult to discern true motives from superficial 

appearances. 

8. Miss Marple's Perspective: 

The village setting resonates with Miss Marple's unique perspective as an observer of human 

behavior. Her familiarity with human nature, acquired through years of living in a similar 

environment, aids her in unraveling the mystery. 

In "A Murder is Announced," Agatha Christie masterfully utilizes the setting to create an atmosphere 

of intrigue and suspense. The cozy, familiar village becomes the backdrop for a complex murder 

mystery, highlighting the contrast between appearances and reality. The setting's influence on 

characters and their relationships enhances the depth of the story, making it a classic example of the 

Golden Age detective genre. 

 

 

Q4. Comment on the relationship between Nishanath and Damayanti in The Menagerie.  

Ans. Relationship between Nishanath and Damayanti in "The Menagerie": 

"The Menagerie" is a short story by R. K. Narayan that explores the strained relationship between 

Nishanath and his wife Damayanti. The story depicts the complexities of their marriage and the 

impact of societal expectations on their lives. 

The relationship between Nishanath and Damayanti is marked by misunderstandings, unspoken 

resentments, and a lack of communication. Nishanath is portrayed as an introverted and reticent 

individual who struggles to express his feelings. He is preoccupied with his collection of birds, which 

becomes a symbol of his emotional detachment from his wife. Damayanti, on the other hand, is 

depicted as a lively and social woman who seeks companionship and affection. 

Their marriage is affected by Nishanath's inability to fully engage with Damayanti's emotional 

needs. He is emotionally distant and consumed by his passion for birds, which serves as a barrier 

between them. Damayanti, yearning for emotional connection, feels neglected and isolated. This 

leads her to forge connections with other men, such as Dr. Raman, as a way of seeking the emotional 

intimacy that is lacking in her marriage. 

The societal expectations and norms of their time also contribute to the strain in their relationship. 

Nishanath's adherence to traditional gender roles places him in a position of authority while limiting 

his emotional expression. Damayanti's efforts to connect with Nishanath are met with his silence, 

leading to frustration and discontent. 

In the end, their relationship is characterized by unspoken pain and unmet needs. The story portrays 

the emotional distance that can arise in marriages when communication and emotional connection 



 

 

are lacking. It serves as a commentary on the importance of understanding and addressing the 

emotional needs of one's partner. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss the Gothic elements in any text in your course. 

Ans. Gothic Elements in "The Fall of the House of Usher" by Edgar Allan Poe: 

"The Fall of the House of Usher" is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe that exemplifies the Gothic 

literary tradition. The story is replete with Gothic elements that contribute to its eerie and 

unsettling atmosphere: 

1. Decaying Setting: The house itself is a decaying, gloomy mansion that mirrors the mental and 

physical decline of the Usher family. The crumbling walls, rotting wood, and dark, foreboding 

atmosphere create a sense of dread. 

2. Isolation: The Usher mansion is isolated from civilization, surrounded by a desolate landscape and 

a tarn that reflects the house's decay. This isolation intensifies the feelings of loneliness and isolation 

experienced by the characters. 

3. Supernatural Elements: The story includes supernatural occurrences, such as the unexplained 

sounds, the strange illness of Lady Madeline, and the seemingly paranormal events. These elements 

contribute to the story's sense of unease. 

4. Psychological Disturbance: The characters, particularly Roderick Usher, suffer from psychological 

distress. His acute sensory perceptions, heightened emotions, and eventual descent into madness 

create an unsettling and eerie atmosphere. 

5. Emphasis on Emotion: The story focuses on intense emotions, such as fear, terror, and anxiety. 

The characters' emotions contribute to the unsettling atmosphere and amplify the sense of 

impending doom. 

6. Dark Family Secrets: The Usher family has a history of dark secrets and mental illness, adding to 

the sense of mystery and unease surrounding the mansion and its inhabitants. 

7. Decay and Death: The theme of decay is pervasive, reflecting the deterioration of the physical 

environment and the mental state of the characters. Death and its associated imagery are recurring 

motifs, further enhancing the story's Gothic elements. 

8. Atmosphere of Doom: From the very beginning, the story creates a pervasive sense of impending 

doom. The house's ominous presence, Roderick's premonitions, and the tragic conclusion all 

contribute to the story's atmosphere of dread. 

In conclusion, "The Fall of the House of Usher" is a prime example of Gothic literature, characterized 

by its decaying setting, isolation, supernatural elements, psychological disturbance, and emphasis on 

intense emotions. These elements combine to create an eerie and unsettling atmosphere that is a 

hallmark of the Gothic genre. 

 

 



 

 

Q6. Explain the concept of ratiocination within the context of the three games mentioned by Poe.  

Ans. The concept of "ratiocination" is a key element in the detective stories written by Edgar Allan 

Poe, particularly in the context of the three detective games mentioned in his works: "The Murders 

in the Rue Morgue," "The Mystery of Marie Rogêt," and "The Purloined Letter." Ratiocination refers 

to the process of logical reasoning and deduction employed by Poe's fictional detective, C. Auguste 

Dupin, to solve complex mysteries. It involves the careful analysis of evidence, attention to detail, 

and the ability to think outside the box to arrive at a solution. This concept is central to Poe's 

portrayal of Dupin's methods of investigation. 

1. "The Murders in the Rue Morgue": 

In this story, Dupin uses ratiocination to solve a seemingly inexplicable double murder. He examines 

the evidence meticulously, reconstructing the events leading up to the murders. Dupin's keen 

observation of the crime scene and his consideration of alternative explanations lead him to deduce 

that the murders were committed by an escaped orangutan. His logical analysis unveils the truth 

behind the seemingly bizarre crime. 

2. "The Mystery of Marie Rogêt": 

In this story, based on a real-life unsolved murder case, Dupin employs ratiocination to deduce the 

truth behind the disappearance and death of Marie Rogêt. He critically examines newspaper reports, 

considers different perspectives, and systematically analyzes the available information. His logical 

approach helps him uncover the actual sequence of events and the identity of the murderer, which 

had baffled the authorities. 

3. "The Purloined Letter": 

In this story, Dupin's ratiocination is put to the test when he is asked to retrieve a stolen letter of 

great political significance. Unlike traditional detectives, who might search for hidden or elaborate 

hiding places, Dupin focuses on the psychology of the thief. He anticipates that the letter would be 

hidden in plain sight, using reverse psychology to outwit the thief. His logical reasoning and 

understanding of human behavior ultimately lead him to recover the stolen letter. 

In each of these stories, ratiocination involves Dupin's analytical prowess, his methodical 

examination of evidence, and his ability to uncover hidden truths by thinking in unconventional ways. 

Poe's portrayal of ratiocination demonstrates that the key to solving complex mysteries lies in logical 

reasoning, attention to detail, and a deep understanding of human psychology. Dupin's use of 

ratiocination foreshadows the methods that future fictional detectives, such as Sherlock Holmes, 

would employ in solving cases. 

 

 

Q7. "The Adventures of the Solitary Cyclist" is a story that describes greed in human relationships. 

Comment. 

Ans. "The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist" by Arthur Conan Doyle does indeed portray the theme of 

greed in human relationships as a central element of the story. The narrative revolves around the 

sinister actions of characters driven by greed, leading to deception, manipulation, and ultimately, a 

crime. Several instances within the story highlight how greed influences characters' behavior and 

interactions. 



 

 

1. Mr. Carruthers' Motives: 

Mr. Carruthers' interest in Miss Violet Smith is motivated by his desire for her inheritance, the 

fortune she is set to inherit from her uncle. He proposes marriage to her, driven by the financial gains 

he stands to achieve through their union. His motivations are driven by greed for wealth and a 

comfortable lifestyle. 

2. Mrs. Rucastle's Scheme: 

Mrs. Rucastle, Mr. Carruthers' stepmother, is involved in a scheme to keep Violet Smith in her service 

under the pretext of protecting her interests. In reality, Mrs. Rucastle's actions are influenced by her 

greed for the financial benefits she derives from Violet's inheritance, as well as the money she gains 

from her daughter's music career. 

3. Manipulation and Deception: 

The story reveals how greed prompts characters to manipulate and deceive others to achieve their 

goals. Mr. Carruthers' proposal to Violet is presented as an offer of protection and affection, masking 

his true intentions. Similarly, Mrs. Rucastle uses psychological manipulation to keep Violet in her 

service, creating a façade of concern for her well-being. 

4. Mr. Rucastle's Role: 

Mr. Rucastle's role in the story highlights the lengths to which greed can drive someone. His 

involvement in engineering Violet's solitary rides and later, his willingness to resort to kidnapping, 

underscores his prioritization of financial gains over ethical considerations or human emotions. 

5. Sacrifice of Personal Happiness: 

Violet's decision to consider Mr. Carruthers' proposal despite her lack of affection for him showcases 

the impact of financial considerations on personal happiness. The looming prospect of inheriting a 

fortune pushes her to contemplate a marriage devoid of love or genuine connection. 

In "The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist," the characters' actions and motives are underscored by 

the theme of greed. The pursuit of material wealth influences their relationships, leading to 

manipulation, deception, and the sacrifice of personal well-being. Through the depiction of these 

characters, the story explores the darker aspects of human nature when financial gain becomes a 

driving force, overshadowing genuine emotions and ethical considerations. 

 

 

Q8. Miss Jane Marple's art of detection differs from her male counterparts. Do you agree? Provide 

a reasoned answer. 

Ans. Yes, I agree that Miss Jane Marple's art of detection differs from her male counterparts, and this 

difference is one of the key elements that make her character unique and intriguing in the realm of 

detective fiction. Miss Marple, created by Agatha Christie, approaches the art of detection in a 

distinct and often underestimated manner compared to her male counterparts like Sherlock Holmes 

or Hercule Poirot. This difference is driven by her gender, her life experiences, and her understanding 

of human nature. 

1. Observation of Human Nature: 



 

 

Miss Marple's approach to detection is heavily rooted in her deep understanding of human nature, 

particularly the behavior of people in small towns and villages. Her years of observing the 

interactions and relationships of her neighbors and friends allow her to draw parallels between 

situations she encounters and similar events she has witnessed. This makes her astute in predicting 

motives and actions based on her understanding of human behavior. 

2. Knowledge of Domestic Life: 

Unlike male detectives who might focus on external clues and logical deductions, Miss Marple's 

insights often come from her knowledge of domestic life and the dynamics of households. She 

relates seemingly mundane situations to larger criminal patterns, reflecting her understanding of 

how people's everyday actions can reveal their true character and intentions. 

3. Empathy and Intuition: 

Miss Marple's detection style is also characterized by her empathy and intuition. She can put herself 

in the shoes of others and imagine what they might be thinking or feeling. This enables her to form 

accurate hypotheses about crimes and their perpetrators. Her approach is less about analytical 

reasoning and more about connecting with people's emotions. 

4. Subtlety and Disguise: 

Miss Marple often employs subtlety and disguise in her investigations, contrasting with the more 

overt methods of her male counterparts. Her unassuming appearance allows her to gather 

information and eavesdrop without arousing suspicion. She uses her age and reputation as a 

harmless elderly woman to her advantage. 

5. Collaboration and Manipulation: 

While male detectives might dominate the scene and confront suspects directly, Miss Marple often 

collaborates with local authorities or individuals close to the case. She's skilled at manipulating 

conversations to extract information without being confrontational, allowing her to piece together 

the puzzle more effectively. 

In conclusion, Miss Jane Marple's art of detection is indeed different from her male counterparts in 

several key ways. Her emphasis on understanding human nature, her knowledge of domestic life, her 

empathy and intuition, her subtlety, and her collaborative approach all set her apart. These 

differences highlight the influence of her gender, her life experiences, and her unique perspective on 

solving crimes. As a result, Miss Marple has become a beloved and iconic character in the world of 

detective fiction, offering a fresh and engaging perspective on the art of detection. 

 

 

Q9. The Menagerie depicts a postcolonial society where appearance and reality are at odds with 

each other. Elaborate.  

Ans. "The Menagerie," a short story by R. K. Narayan, indeed portrays a postcolonial society where 

the dichotomy between appearance and reality is evident. The story is set in Malgudi, a fictional 

Indian town that serves as a microcosm of broader postcolonial themes. Narayan's narrative 

highlights how societal changes, modernity, and the lingering influence of colonialism create a divide 

between surface appearances and underlying truths. 



 

 

1. Modernization and Colonial Influence: 

The story is set during a time of modernization, where the introduction of Western ideas and values 

clashes with traditional Indian ways of life. The character of Nataraj, a printer and protagonist, 

represents this dichotomy. He embraces Western-style technology but also feels a sense of nostalgia 

for the traditional aspects of his culture. 

2. Appearance of Progress: 

Malgudi is depicted as a town striving to appear progressive and modern to the outside world. The 

introduction of the printer and the presence of the new Western-style bank create an illusion of 

advancement. This appearance masks the underlying complexities and challenges faced by the 

townspeople. 

3. Influence of the West on Relationships: 

The character of Vasu, an aggressive taxidermist, symbolizes the postcolonial tension between India 

and the West. Vasu's arrogance, disregard for local customs, and imposition of Western attitudes 

reflect the lingering impact of colonial dominance. His obsession with collecting animals and his 

exploitative relationship with Nataraj highlight how colonialism disrupted traditional ways of life. 

4. Disparity Between Cultures: 

Nataraj's interactions with Vasu and the local community illustrate the disparity between 

appearances and reality. While Vasu presents himself as an erudite and sophisticated man, his 

actions reveal his lack of empathy and understanding of the local culture. Similarly, Nataraj's 

attempts to please Vasu by accommodating his demands contrast with his inner discomfort and the 

tension between his obligations and his personal values. 

5. The Fate of the Menagerie: 

The titular menagerie represents the facade of Vasu's grandiose ambitions. He projects an image of 

exoticness and grandeur, amassing a collection of preserved animals. However, the menagerie's 

decay and the eventual tragic events surrounding it expose the emptiness of this display and the 

consequences of exploiting nature for personal gain. 

6. Conclusion: 

In "The Menagerie," R. K. Narayan deftly portrays a postcolonial society grappling with appearances 

that belie the deeper realities. The tension between modernization, colonial influences, and 

traditional values results in a complex narrative where characters and the town of Malgudi navigate 

the complexities of their changing world. The story underscores the challenge of reconciling 

appearances with underlying truths in a society marked by transition and cultural shifts. 

 

 

Q10. The detective fiction always pursues justice and not punishment. Do you agree? 

Ans. Yes, I agree that detective fiction often pursues justice rather than mere punishment. Detective 

fiction, as a genre, focuses on the process of solving crimes and uncovering the truth behind them. 

While punishment of the guilty parties might be an outcome of the investigation, the primary goal is 

to restore justice and order to the society by identifying the perpetrators and resolving the mystery. 



 

 

Here are a few reasons why detective fiction tends to prioritize justice over punishment: 

1. Uncovering the Truth: The core of detective fiction lies in the pursuit of truth. Detectives aim to 

uncover the facts behind the crime, bringing hidden motives, actions, and relationships to light. This 

emphasis on truth-seeking aligns with the pursuit of justice. 

2. Ensuring Fairness: Detective stories often explore the intricacies of the legal system and the 

importance of fair trials. Detectives work to gather evidence and present a case that stands up to 

scrutiny, ensuring that the accused is given a fair chance to defend themselves. 

3. Addressing Injustice: Many detective stories highlight instances of injustice, corruption, and abuse 

of power. By resolving these cases, detectives aim to correct imbalances and restore justice to victims 

and the community. 

4. Moral and Ethical Considerations: Detectives often grapple with moral and ethical dilemmas as 

they navigate complex cases. Their commitment to justice reflects a broader concern for the moral 

integrity of society. 

5. Psychological Satisfaction: Readers of detective fiction are often drawn to the intellectual 

challenge of solving mysteries and seeing justice served. The resolution of a case and the restoration 

of order provide a sense of satisfaction to both fictional characters and readers. 

6. Social Commentary: Detective fiction can serve as a platform for social commentary, addressing 

issues of crime, corruption, and social inequality. By prioritizing justice, these stories shed light on 

societal flaws and the need for resolution. 

7. Complex Motivations: In many detective stories, the motives behind crimes are complex and 

varied. The pursuit of justice involves understanding the root causes of criminal behavior, which can 

lead to more compassionate and comprehensive solutions. 

While punishment might be a natural consequence of the pursuit of justice, detective fiction often 

goes beyond a simple desire for retribution. It explores the nuances of human behavior, the flaws in 

the justice system, and the broader impact of crimes on individuals and society. Ultimately, the 

pursuit of justice in detective fiction reflects a commitment to fairness, truth, and the restoration of 

equilibrium in a world disrupted by criminal actions. 


