Environmental Sociology PYQ 2022

Q1. Environmental Sociology as a field of Study. lllustrate with examples.
Ans.

Environmental Sociology is a subfield of sociology that focuses on the interactions between human
societies and the natural environment. It examines how social factors, such as culture, institutions,
social norms, and economic systems, influence and are influenced by environmental issues.
Environmental sociologists study the ways in which human activities, behaviors, and beliefs impact
the environment, and how environmental changes, in turn, shape social dynamics.

Examples of Environmental Sociology:

Climate Change and Inequality: Environmental sociologists investigate how climate change
disproportionately affects marginalized and vulnerable communities. For instance, low-income
neighborhoods might lack access to resources that would help them adapt to changing weather
patterns or rising sea levels, leading to increased disparities.

Environmental Movements: The study of environmental sociology delves into the formation and
impact of environmental movements, such as protests against.deforestation, oil pipeline
construction, or pollution. These movements often arise from collective grievances and shared
environmental concerns.

Consumerism and Materialism: Sociologists analyze how consumerism and materialism contribute
to resource depletion and environmental degradation. They study the cultural and societal factors
that drive individuals to consume goods and services that have negative ecological impacts.

Urbanization and Nature: As more people move to urban areas, environmental sociologists explore
the relationships between urbanization and nature. They investigate how cities design green spaces,
promote sustainable infrastructure, and address challenges like air pollution and waste management.

Environmental Justice: This area examines the unequal distribution of environmental benefits and
burdens. Environmental sociologists study cases where marginalized communities are
disproportionately exposed to pollutants, hazardous waste sites, or industrial facilities due to
structural inequalities.

Sustainable Practices: Researchers explore the adoption of sustainable practices, both at individual
and societal levels: This could involve understanding the factors that lead to recycling behaviors, the
effectiveness of eco-friendly policies, or the motivations behind renewable energy adoption.

Cultural Perspectives on Nature: Different cultures have distinct beliefs and attitudes toward the
environment. Environmental sociologists investigate how cultural factors influence perceptions of
nature, leading to various environmental practices and policies.

Globalization and Environmental Impact: The globalization of markets and industries has far-
reaching environmental consequences. Sociologists analyze how transnational corporations influence
environmental regulations, labor practices, and resource extraction in different regions.

Technology and Ecological Change: Technological advancements can have both positive and negative
environmental effects. Researchers in this field explore how innovations like renewable energy



technologies, genetically modified organisms, and digital communication impact the environment
and society.

Policy and Governance: Environmental sociologists study the role of institutions and policies in
shaping environmental outcomes. This could involve analyzing the effectiveness of environmental
regulations, international agreements, and local governance structures.

In summary, environmental sociology provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the
complex interplay between human society and the natural environment. It sheds light on how social
structures and behaviors contribute to environmental challenges and opportunities, helping to
inform policy decisions and promote sustainable practices.

Q2. Discuss the discourse of gender in material production of development from its lessons in
India?

Ans. The discourse of gender in the material production of development in India highlights the ways
in which gender dynamics intersect with economic and developmental processes. It underscores how
development initiatives, policies, and economic activities can impact and are impacted by gender
relations. Several key lessons emerge from examining this discourse:

Gendered Division of Labor: In India, traditional gender roles often dictate specific roles for men and
women in the economy. Development initiatives must recognize and challenge these roles to ensure
equal opportunities. For instance, in agriculture, men are often associated with cash crops while
women are relegated to subsistence farming. Recognizing and valuing women's contributions is
crucial for inclusive development.

Unpaid Care Work: A significant lesson.is the recognition of unpaid care work, primarily performed
by women. This work includes domestic chores, caregiving, and other responsibilities that sustain
households and communities. Neglecting to account for this work in development policies can
perpetuate gender inequalities and limit women's participation in the formal economy.

Women's Empowerment and Economic Participation: Gender-sensitive development acknowledges
the importance of women's economic empowerment. Providing women with access to education,
skill.training, credit, and markets enhances their economic participation, leading to improved
livelihoods and greater agency.

Land and Property Rights: Women's limited access to land and property is a major challenge in India.
Development efforts should focus on securing land rights for women, as land ownership contributes
to economic security, social status, and empowerment.

Microfinance and Beyond: Microfinance initiatives, although well-intentioned, have shown mixed
results in terms of gender empowerment. While some women have benefited, others have faced
debt traps. Effective gender-sensitive development involves addressing structural issues beyond
credit, such as education and skill development.

Gender and Industrialization: Industrialization often creates new economic opportunities, but it can
also reinforce gender norms. Women may be concentrated in low-wage and precarious jobs, limiting
their upward mobility. Gender-responsive policies ensure safe working conditions and equitable
wages for women in the industrial sector.



Women in Informal Sectors: Many women work in the informal sector, lacking legal protections and
social benefits. Gender-sensitive development emphasizes extending legal protections to informal
workers, recognizing their economic contributions.

Gender Mainstreaming: Lessons from India emphasize the importance of gender mainstreaming in
development policies. This involves integrating a gender perspective into all stages of policy
formulation, implementation, and evaluation.

Health and Education: Gender disparities in health and education persist in India. Development
efforts should address these disparities, recognizing that women's health and education have
cascading effects on family well-being and overall development.

Participation and Decision-Making: Women's participation in decision-making processes, both at
community and policy levels, is essential for gender-sensitive development. Empowering women to
engage in these processes ensures that policies reflect their needs and concerns.

In conclusion, the discourse of gender in the material production of development in India
underscores the importance of recognizing and addressing gender inequalities within economic and
developmental frameworks. Lessons from India highlight the needfor comprehensive strategies that
challenge traditional gender roles, promote women's economic empowerment, and integrate a
gender perspective into all aspects of development. This approach can lead to more equitable and
sustainable development outcomes.

Q3. Critically analyse "Treadmill of Production" seen as hindsight to development in environmental
context.

Ans. The concept of the "Treadmill of Production" is a critical perspective that examines the
relationship between economic growth, resource consumption, and environmental degradation.
Coined by Allan Schnaiberg, this theory suggests that modern capitalist economies are caught in a
cycle where the pursuit.of economic growth and profit leads to increased resource extraction,
environmental degradation, and social inequalities. Let's analyze the "Treadmill of Production" as a
hindsight to development in an environmental context:

Positive Aspects:

Recognition of Unsustainability: The theory draws attention to the unsustainable nature of
continuous economic growth driven by resource-intensive production and consumption patterns. It
highlights the limits of Earth's natural resources and ecosystems to support unbridled economic
expansion.

Systemic Analysis: The concept offers a systemic analysis of how economic, environmental, and
social factors interact within a development context. It acknowledges the interconnectedness of
these elements and the feedback loops that perpetuate environmental degradation.

Environmental Justice: The theory highlights how the pursuit of economic growth often leads to
disproportionate environmental burdens on marginalized communities. It draws attention to the
social inequities that result from unsustainable development practices.



Critique of Consumerism: The "Treadmill of Production" theory challenges the prevalent
consumerist culture that promotes overconsumption and planned obsolescence. It encourages a
critical examination of the societal values associated with material wealth.

Critiques and Challenges:

Oversimplification: Critics argue that the theory oversimplifies the complex relationship between
economic growth, environmental degradation, and human well-being. They point out that not all
economic growth leads to environmental harm, and technological advancements can sometimes
mitigate environmental impacts.

Neglecting Progress: Some argue that the theory underestimates the potential for innovation and
technological progress to decouple economic growth from resource consumption. While the
treadmill metaphor captures a pattern, it might not account for shifts in production processes.

Cultural and Contextual Differences: The theory does not adequately account for cultural, historical,
and contextual differences that influence development pathways. Different societies approach
development and environmental concerns differently.

Lack of Agency: Critics contend that the theory portrays economic actors-as.passive participants in
the treadmill, ignoring the agency of individuals, businesses, and governments to adopt sustainable
practices and policies.

Focus on Capitalism: The theory is particularly critical of capitalist economies, potentially
overlooking alternative economic systems that prioritize sustainability and well-being over endless
growth.

Policy Implications: While the "Treadmill of Production" highlights the problems associated with
growth-centric development, it offers limited guidance on how to transition to more sustainable
development pathways.

In conclusion, the concept of the "Treadmill of Production" offers a valuable hindsight perspective on
the environmental consequences of relentless economic growth. It raises awareness about the need
for a balanced approach.to development that considers ecological limits and social equity. However,
it's essential to view/this theory as one lens among many in understanding the complex interplay
between development, environment, and society, and to consider a range of approaches for
addressing environmental challenges while pursuing human well-being.

Q4. Ecofeminism is an understanding between women and nature? lllustrate with examples.

Ans. Ecofeminism is a philosophical and social movement that explores the connections between the
oppression of women and the degradation of the environment. It posits that there are parallel forms
of domination and exploitation in the treatment of women and nature, and it seeks to address these
interconnected issues. Ecofeminism argues that both women and the environment have been
historically marginalized and devalued within patriarchal and anthropocentric systems. This
perspective emphasizes the need for a holistic and sustainable approach that recognizes the
interdependence of women and nature.

Examples of Ecofeminism:



Deforestation and Gender: Ecofeminism draws attention to instances where deforestation
disproportionately affects women. In many societies, women are responsible for collecting firewood
and water, and they depend on forests for resources. When forests are cleared, women's daily lives
are disrupted, and their roles in supporting their families are undermined.

Environmental Activism by Women: Many environmental movements have been led by women who
emphasize the interconnectedness of women's rights and environmental protection. The Chipko
movement in India, for instance, involved women hugging trees to prevent deforestation,
symbolizing their connection to the environment and their role in preserving it.

Water and Gender: Ecofeminism highlights the gendered impacts of water scarcity and pollution. In
some regions, women spend significant time and effort collecting water, and their health can be
compromised by polluted water sources. Addressing water issues involves recognizing women's
central roles in water management.

Agriculture and Seed Preservation: Women often play key roles in agricultural practices.and seed
preservation. As agribusiness and monoculture threaten biodiversity, ecofeminism emphasizes the
importance of preserving traditional knowledge held by women about diverse plant species and
sustainable farming practices.

Toxic Waste and Women's Health: Ecofeminism sheds light on'the connection between toxic waste
sites and women's health. Women living near such sites may experience adverse health effects due
to their proximity to pollution sources, highlighting the intersection between environmental justice
and gender.

Climate Change and Vulnerability: Women, especially in developing countries, are often more
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change due to their socioeconomic status and roles.
Ecofeminism underscores the importance of recognizing women's perspectives and needs in climate
adaptation and mitigation strategies.

Reproductive Rights and Environmental Concerns: Ecofeminism argues that control over
reproduction and women's‘bodies is linked to broader concerns about population growth and
resource depletion. It emphasizes the need for women's reproductive rights while considering
environmental sustainability.

Indigenous Wisdom and Gender Roles: Indigenous communities often hold ecological knowledge
that respects the interconnectedness of all life forms. Ecofeminism values these perspectives, which
often include a deep respect for women's roles as caretakers of the land.

Spirituality and Nature: Some forms of ecofeminism explore the spiritual connections between
women and nature, often rooted in indigenous and nature-based belief systems that emphasize
reverence for the Earth.

In summary, ecofeminism explores the intricate relationship between women and nature,
highlighting the parallels in their marginalization and advocating for an inclusive, holistic, and
sustainable approach to social and environmental issues. Through various examples, it underscores
the need to challenge dominant paradigms that perpetuate gender-based and environmental
injustices.



Q5. Examine the Indian Environmental movement. Discuss with reference to the Chipko
Movement.

Ans. The Indian Environmental movement has a rich history of grassroots activism aimed at
protecting the environment, conserving natural resources, and advocating for sustainable
development. One of the most prominent and impactful movements within this context is the Chipko
Movement, which emerged in the 1970s in the Himalayan region of India. The Chipko Movement is
often cited as a prime example of community-led environmental activism with a focus on forest
conservation and social justice.

Overview of the Chipko Movement:

The Chipko Movement, also known as the Chipko Andolan (Hug the Trees Movement), originated in
the state of Uttarakhand (formerly part of Uttar Pradesh) in the Indian Himalayas: It began in the
early 1970s as a response to the rampant deforestation and commercial logging practices that were
leading to environmental degradation, soil erosion, and loss of livelihoods for local communities.

Key Features and Contributions of the Chipko Movement:

1. Grassroots Mobilization: The movement was largely initiated and led-by women from rural
communities. Women played a central role in hugging trees to physically prevent loggers from
cutting them down. Their involvement highlighted the connection between ecological
preservation and women's empowerment.

2. Ecological Wisdom: The Chipko activists emphasized the traditional ecological knowledge held
by local communities. They recognized the value of forests for preventing soil erosion,
maintaining water sources, and supporting local ecosystems.

3. Nonviolent Resistance: The mavement employed nonviolent resistance tactics, such as hugging
trees and forming human chains around forested areas, to prevent loggers from felling trees. This
approach garnered widespread attention and support.

4. Success in Policy Change: The Chipko-Movement achieved notable success in pressuring the
government to revise policies related to deforestation. As a result of the movement's efforts, the
government imposed a 15-year ban on commercial logging in the Himalayan region.

5. Inspiration for Global Environmental Movements: The Chipko Movement inspired similar
movements in.other parts of India and around the world. Its success demonstrated the potential
of local communities to bring about change and advocate for sustainable development.

6. Shift in Public Awareness: The movement contributed to a significant shift in public awareness
about environmental issues in India. It brought the plight of forests and local communities to the
forefront of national and international discourse.

7. Linkagesto Social Justice: The Chipko Movement highlighted the close connection between
environmental issues and social justice. It underscored how environmental degradation
disproportionately affected marginalized communities and emphasized the need for inclusive
and equitable environmental policies.

8. Legacy: The Chipko Movement is considered a landmark event in the history of environmental
activism in India. It paved the way for subsequent movements and policy changes that promote
sustainable development and community-based conservation efforts.

In conclusion, the Chipko Movement remains a powerful example of the Indian Environmental
movement's ability to unite local communities, advocate for sustainable practices, and inspire
broader awareness about environmental issues. It demonstrated the potential of grassroots activism



to bring about policy change and underscored the significance of preserving natural resources for the
well-being of both ecosystems and local communities.

Q6. Discuss the disjunction between policy and practise within the structures of displacement with
appropriate case study(ies) from India.

Ans. The disjunction between policy and practice in the context of displacement is a common
challenge faced in many countries, including India. While policies and laws might be enacted to
protect the rights and well-being of displaced populations, the actual implementation often falls
short due to various reasons such as lack of enforcement, conflicting interests, and/inadequate
resources. Here are some examples of such disjunction between policy and practice in India, along
with relevant case studies:

1. Forest Rights Act and Adivasi Displacement:

The Forest Rights Act (2006) in India was enacted to recognize the'rights of indigenous and forest-
dwelling communities over their traditional lands and resources. However, despite the legal
framework, many Adivasi (indigenous) communities continue to face displacement due to
development projects and conservation efforts. One notable case is the Vedanta mining project in
Odisha, where Adivasi communities were displaced from their ancestral lands without proper
compensation or adequate resettlement. Despite the Forest Rights'Act, their rights were not
adequately recognized, leading to loss of livelihoods and cultural dislocation.

2. Land Acquisition and SEZs:

The Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement Act (2013) was introduced to ensure fair
compensation, rehabilitation, and resettlement for communities displaced by development projects.
However, there are instances where this law has'been circumvented. The case of the Posco steel
plant in Odisha exemplifies'this. Despite resistance from local communities, the project was granted
approval, leading to displacement and inadequate compensation for affected villagers.

3. Narmada Dam Project:

The Sardar Sarovar Dam project on the Narmada River resulted in one of India's most controversial
displacement episodes. The project was intended to provide water for irrigation and electricity, but it
displaced numerous communities, many of whom did not receive proper rehabilitation and
resettlement as promised by policies.

4. Coastal Displacement and Tourism Development:

Coastal areas are often targeted for tourism development, leading to displacement of fishing
communities and traditional coastal dwellers. The Chennai Ennore Creek case highlights how
inadequate implementation of rehabilitation policies led to the displacement of fishing communities
without proper resettlement, despite legal protections.

5. Mining and Tribal Displacement:

Mining projects frequently result in the displacement of tribal communities. The case of Niyamgiri
Hills in Odisha is illustrative, where the Dongria Kondh tribe faced displacement due to bauxite



mining. Despite protests and international attention, the community's rights were not adequately
protected.

In all these cases, the disjunction between policy and practice in displacement arises due to a range
of factors, including weak enforcement mechanisms, conflicting priorities of development and
conservation, lack of proper consultation with affected communities, and inadequate monitoring of
implementation. While policies might be well-intentioned, their effectiveness is often compromised
by these challenges, leading to the displacement of vulnerable communities without proper
compensation, rehabilitation, or recognition of their rights.

Addressing this disjunction requires a comprehensive approach that involves proper community
consultation, transparent decision-making processes, strong enforcement mechanisms, and
prioritization of social and environmental justice. It's crucial to bridge the gap between policy and
practice to ensure that the rights and well-being of displaced populations are respected and
protected.



