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Q1. Do you agree with the view that the travelogues of Bernier and Manucci represent a selective 

and biased account of 17th century India? Give reasons in support of your argument. 

Ans. Yes, it can be argued that the travelogues of François Bernier and Niccolao Manucci represent a 

selective and biased account of 17th-century India. While these accounts provide valuable insights 

into the social, cultural, and political aspects of the time, they are influenced by the perspectives, 

motivations, and cultural biases of the authors. Here are reasons in support of this argument: 

1. Limited Perspective: 

Both Bernier and Manucci were outsiders to Indian society, coming from Europe. Their observations 

were limited by their own cultural backgrounds and the lens through which they viewed Indian 

society. This limited perspective could lead to misinterpretations and inaccuracies. 

2. Eurocentrism and Ethnocentrism: 

European travelers of that time often viewed their own cultures as superior and measured 

everything against their own standards. This Eurocentric perspective could lead to biased 

comparisons and judgments about Indian practices. 

3. Selective Focus: 

Bernier and Manucci chose to write about specific aspects of Indian society that captured their 

interest, such as court life, architecture, and customs. Their accounts might not represent the full 

spectrum of Indian society or culture. 

4. Cultural Misunderstandings: 

Cultural differences and language barriers could lead to misunderstandings. Certain practices or 

events might be misinterpreted or misreported due to a lack of cultural context or accurate 

translation. 

5. Patronage and Self-Interest: 

Both authors were connected to the Mughal court, and their writings might have been influenced by 

the need to maintain favor with their patrons. This could lead to a biased portrayal of the court and 

its rulers. 

6. Personal Experiences and Biases: 

Manucci, for example, was a prisoner of war who found himself in various situations. His personal 

experiences might have colored his perceptions and led to the emphasis of certain events or 

characters over others. 

7. Sensationalism and Entertainment: 

Travelogues of this era often contained elements of sensationalism to entertain European audiences. 

This could lead to the exaggeration or dramatization of events for literary effect. 

8. Lack of Objectivity: 



 

 

Both Bernier and Manucci were not professional historians or ethnographers; they wrote primarily 

for personal or entertainment purposes. This lack of objectivity could lead to a skewed 

representation of events. 

9. Cultural Relativism: 

The authors might not have fully understood the cultural context of certain practices or beliefs, 

which could lead to misinterpretations or biased views of Indian customs. 

10. Historical and Political Context: 

The period in which these travelogues were written was marked by European colonial expansion. The 

authors might have been influenced by prevailing colonial narratives that portrayed European 

cultures as superior to non-European cultures. 

In conclusion, while the travelogues of Bernier and Manucci offer valuable insights into 17th-century 

India, they must be approached with a critical eye due to the selective and biased nature of their 

accounts. It is essential to consider these limitations when using their writings as historical sources 

and to corroborate their observations with other contemporary and diverse sources to gain a more 

comprehensive understanding of the era. 

 

 

Q2. Discuss the reasons that led to a breach in the Mughal relations with the states of Marwar and 

Mewar in the last three decades of thel7th century. 

Ans. In the last three decades of the 17th century, the Mughal Empire experienced strained relations 

with the Rajput states of Marwar (Jodhpur) and Mewar (Udaipur). Several factors contributed to the 

breach in relations between the Mughals and these Rajput states during this period: 

1. Economic Disputes and Tribute Issues: 

The Mughal Empire relied on revenue collection from its vassal states, including Marwar and Mewar. 

Disagreements over tribute payments and the imposition of heavy taxes led to economic tensions. 

The Mughals expected regular tribute and compliance with their fiscal policies, which sometimes led 

to resistance from the Rajput rulers. 

2. Succession Struggles and Power Shifts: 

Both Marwar and Mewar experienced internal succession struggles and power shifts during this 

period. The instability in leadership led to changing dynamics in the region, making it challenging for 

the Mughals to maintain stable alliances. 

3. Territorial Disputes: 

Territorial disputes between the Mughals and the Rajput states further strained relations. The 

Mughals sought to expand their territories, while the Rajput rulers aimed to protect their 

independence and sovereignty. This clash over territorial control often led to conflicts. 

4. Autonomy and Sovereignty: 



 

 

Rajput rulers valued their autonomy and sovereignty. The Mughals, however, sought to exert more 

direct control and influence over these states. The clash between the Mughal imperial ambitions and 

the Rajput desire for autonomy contributed to tensions. 

5. Religious and Cultural Differences: 

Religious and cultural differences between the Mughals (who were Muslims) and the Rajputs (who 

were predominantly Hindu) played a role in the strained relations. The Mughal rulers often 

attempted to impose their cultural and religious practices on the Rajput states, leading to resistance. 

6. Alliances with Foreign Powers: 

During this period, both Marwar and Mewar explored alliances with foreign powers, including the 

Deccan Sultanates and other regional players. These alliances were often in opposition to the Mughal 

Empire's interests, leading to increased hostilities. 

7. Mughal Political Instability: 

The Mughal Empire was experiencing political instability and decline during this period. Internal 

strife, succession disputes, and economic challenges weakened the central authority. This weakness 

encouraged regional states like Marwar and Mewar to assert their independence. 

8. Loss of Prestige and Power: 

The Mughal defeat in battles like the Battle of Haldighati against Mewar in 1576 and the decline in 

their military prowess diminished their prestige and influence. This emboldened Rajput states to 

resist Mughal authority. 

9. Change in Mughal Policies: 

The policies of Mughal emperors like Aurangzeb, who pursued a more orthodox Islamic approach 

and attempted to curb Hindu practices, led to resentment among Hindu rulers like the Rajputs. This 

contributed to a deteriorating relationship. 

In conclusion, a combination of economic disputes, territorial conflicts, religious differences, and 

shifts in power dynamics contributed to the breach in Mughal relations with the Rajput states of 

Marwar and Mewar in the last three decades of the 17th century. The decline of the Mughal Empire 

and the aspirations of Rajput rulers for autonomy and sovereignty further exacerbated the strained 

relations between the two sides. 

 

 

Q3. Did Maratha polity under the Peshwas mark a significant departure from the state 

organization established by Shivaji?  

Ans. Yes, the Maratha polity under the Peshwas marked a significant departure from the state 

organization established by Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha Empire. While both Shivaji and the 

Peshwas contributed to the growth and expansion of the Maratha power, there were notable 

differences in their approach to governance, administration, and centralization of authority. Here's 

an analysis of the key departures: 

1. Centralization of Power: 



 

 

Shivaji established a decentralized administrative structure that included autonomous local units 

called "swarajyas." He aimed to create a system where local leaders held significant authority and 

contributed to the overall governance. In contrast, the Peshwas centralized power within the 

Brahmin-dominated court, leading to a more centralized and bureaucratic administration. 

2. Role of the Peshwas: 

The Peshwas, under the leadership of Balaji Vishwanath and later Baji Rao I, assumed a prominent 

role in the Maratha state. While Shivaji had the title of a king (Chhatrapati), the Peshwas acted as the 

de facto rulers, often exercising authority on behalf of the nominal ruler. 

3. Military Expeditions and Expansion: 

Shivaji's focus was on building a strong military force to protect his territories and expand his 

kingdom. His military campaigns often aimed at weakening Mughal control and securing regional 

autonomy. The Peshwas, on the other hand, engaged in a series of campaigns, including the North 

Indian expeditions, that sought to expand Maratha influence far beyond Shivaji's territorial 

boundaries. 

4. Administration and Revenue System: 

Shivaji implemented a system of revenue collection that aimed to benefit both the state and the 

peasantry. His administrative structure was organized around local units, and revenue collection was 

often based on the "ryotwari" system. Under the Peshwas, revenue collection became more 

centralized, and the administration was influenced by Brahmin bureaucrats. 

5. Diplomacy and Foreign Relations: 

Shivaji's diplomacy often focused on forming strategic alliances and maintaining autonomy in the 

face of Mughal dominance. He negotiated with European powers like the English and the 

Portuguese. The Peshwas, however, engaged in complex diplomatic interactions with various 

European powers, leading to the Anglo-Maratha Wars and other conflicts. 

6. Patronage of Culture and Religion: 

Shivaji emphasized cultural and religious patronage, fostering a sense of Maratha identity. He 

encouraged the construction of temples and forts. The Peshwas continued this tradition but also had 

to navigate complex religious and communal tensions due to their centralizing policies. 

7. Decline of the Maratha Empire: 

The later Peshwas faced internal conflicts, rivalries, and the growing influence of British colonial 

powers. The decline of the Maratha Empire was accelerated by these factors, leading to its eventual 

downfall. 

In conclusion, while both Shivaji and the Peshwas contributed to the growth of the Maratha Empire, 

their approaches to governance, administration, and centralization of power differed significantly. 

The Peshwas' centralization of authority, diplomatic engagements, and administrative changes 

represented a departure from Shivaji's decentralized and autonomous approach. This departure 

contributed to both the expansion and eventual decline of the Maratha Empire under Peshwa rule. 

 

 



 

 

Q4. Like some of his other measures, Aurangzeb's policy towards Jizya, temples, and music was 

inconsistent. Do you agree?  

Ans. Yes, I agree that Aurangzeb's policies towards Jizya (tax on non-Muslims), temples, and music 

during his reign were inconsistent and varied over time. Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal emperor, is 

known for his attempts to establish a more orthodox and Islamic rule in the empire. However, his 

policies were not always uniform and exhibited fluctuations due to political, religious, and practical 

considerations. Here's an analysis of each of these aspects: 

1. Jizya: 

Aurangzeb is often associated with reimposing the Jizya tax on non-Muslims, which had been 

abolished by his predecessors. However, his approach to Jizya was not consistent throughout his 

reign. Initially, he reintroduced the tax in 1679, primarily as a way to assert his religious authority and 

differentiate between Muslims and non-Muslims. Later, he faced resistance and opposition from 

Hindu and Sikh communities, leading to the reimposition of the tax in certain regions while 

exempting others. This inconsistency in the application of Jizya demonstrated Aurangzeb's pragmatic 

approach, influenced by political and economic factors. 

2. Temples: 

Aurangzeb's attitude towards temples also exhibited inconsistency. While he is often criticized for the 

destruction of some Hindu temples, not all temples were subjected to such treatment. Some 

historical records suggest that Aurangzeb patronized certain temples, showing a more tolerant 

attitude towards Hindu religious sites. His approach may have been influenced by local factors, the 

opinions of his advisers, and the political climate. 

3. Music: 

Aurangzeb's stance on music was ambivalent. He is known for his personal aversion to music and his 

attempts to curtail musical performances in the Mughal court. However, his policies towards music 

were not universally restrictive. Some scholars argue that while Aurangzeb may have discouraged 

music in his immediate circle, musical traditions continued to thrive in different parts of the empire, 

reflecting the diverse cultural landscape of the Mughal realm. 

In conclusion, Aurangzeb's policies towards Jizya, temples, and music were indeed inconsistent and 

shaped by a range of factors, including religious beliefs, political considerations, administrative 

feasibility, and the diversity of the empire he ruled. His approach varied over time and across 

different regions, reflecting the complex nature of his reign and the challenges he faced in governing 

a diverse and expansive empire. 

 

 

Q5. In the Mughal courtly culture, the concept of "mirzai" implied a social and spiritual refinement 

of the self. Elaborate. 

Ans. In the Mughal courtly culture, the concept of "mirzai" represented a multifaceted ideal that 

encompassed social, cultural, and spiritual refinement of the self. It was associated with the process 

of cultivating one's personality, manners, aesthetics, and ethical qualities to embody the attributes of 

a cultivated and sophisticated individual. Mirzai was not merely a superficial display of opulence but 

a deeper pursuit of holistic development. Here's an elaboration on the concept of mirzai: 



 

 

1. Social Refinement: 

Mirzai emphasized the refinement of one's social conduct, etiquettes, and manners. It entailed 

adopting gracious and sophisticated behavior in social interactions, reflecting the norms of 

politeness, respect, and consideration for others. This aspect of mirzai was crucial in the hierarchical 

and formal courtly culture of the Mughal court. 

2. Aesthetic Sensibility: 

A mirzai was expected to have a cultivated aesthetic sense. This involved an appreciation for art, 

literature, music, and poetry. Cultivating an understanding of various art forms and expressing 

oneself through creativity was seen as an integral part of personal refinement. 

3. Intellectual Pursuits: 

Intellectual pursuits and a commitment to learning were also integral to mirzai. Mughal nobles were 

expected to be well-educated and knowledgeable about various subjects, contributing to discussions 

on matters of state, culture, and philosophy. 

4. Ethical Values: 

Mirzai encompassed the development of ethical values and moral principles. Upholding honesty, 

integrity, and compassion was considered an important part of personal refinement. This ethical 

dimension reflected not only an individual's personal character but also their role in contributing 

positively to society. 

5. Spiritual Depth: 

Beyond social and cultural refinement, mirzai also had a spiritual aspect. It involved cultivating a 

sense of inner depth, humility, and spiritual consciousness. Engaging in acts of piety and self-

improvement was seen as essential to achieving a well-rounded sense of self. 

6. Poise and Elegance: 

Mirzai emphasized physical poise, grace, and elegance. This encompassed personal grooming, dress, 

and physical comportment. A mirzai was expected to carry themselves with dignity and elegance, 

both in private and public settings. 

7. Love of Learning: 

Mirzai encouraged a continuous love of learning and self-improvement. Engaging in intellectual 

pursuits, expanding one's knowledge, and remaining curious were seen as key aspects of mirzai. 

8. Role in Courtly Life: 

In the context of the Mughal court, mirzai was particularly relevant for nobles and courtiers who 

sought to distinguish themselves through their refined qualities. It contributed to one's reputation, 

social status, and ability to navigate the complexities of courtly life. 

In summary, the concept of mirzai in Mughal courtly culture encompassed a holistic approach to 

personal development. It extended beyond superficial displays of opulence and encompassed social 

grace, cultural appreciation, ethical values, intellectual pursuits, and spiritual depth. A mirzai was an 

individual who aspired to achieve a balanced refinement of the self, embodying the ideals of a 

cultured and sophisticated member of Mughal society. 



 

 

 

 

Q6. Elucidate the visual expression of the Mughal imperial ideology either through the planning 

and buildings of Shahjahanabad OR through the allegory and symbolism in the paintings under 

Jahangir. 

Ans. Visual Expression of Mughal Imperial Ideology: Allegory and Symbolism in Paintings under 

Jahangir 

During the reign of Jahangir, the Mughal Empire witnessed a flourishing of art and culture. Mughal 

paintings of this period not only depicted the beauty of nature and courtly life but also served as 

visual expressions of imperial ideology. Allegory and symbolism were important elements in Mughal 

paintings under Jahangir, conveying deeper meanings that went beyond the surface narrative. Here's 

an elucidation of how allegory and symbolism were used to express the Mughal imperial ideology 

in paintings during Jahangir's reign: 

1. Representation of Power and Authority: 

Mughal paintings often depicted the emperor and his court in scenes of grandeur and splendor. 

Symbols of power, such as the imperial throne, courtly attendants, and elaborate textiles, were 

included to emphasize the authority and majesty of the emperor. These images reinforced the 

hierarchical structure of the empire and showcased the ruler's elevated status. 

2. Portraits and Identity: 

Portraits of Jahangir were intricately detailed, emphasizing his physical features and attire. These 

portraits were not mere representations of the emperor's appearance; they were imbued with 

symbolism. Elements like the regal attire, jewelry, and royal regalia communicated Jahangir's status 

as the ruler of a vast and diverse empire. 

3. Allegorical Representations: 

Mughal paintings often employed allegory to convey broader messages. For instance, the depiction 

of Jahangir as a just and wise ruler might include symbolism like a lion (symbol of strength) and a 

lamb (symbol of compassion). These allegorical elements conveyed the idea of a ruler who possessed 

both power and benevolence. 

4. Depiction of Nature and Cosmos: 

Nature was frequently depicted in Mughal paintings, with a focus on flora, fauna, and landscapes. 

These depictions weren't merely aesthetic; they often carried symbolic meanings. For instance, a 

garden scene could represent the ideal state of the empire, where order and harmony prevailed. 

5. Integration of Cultural Influences: 

Mughal art under Jahangir was known for its synthesis of Persian, Indian, and European artistic 

influences. This integration was more than stylistic; it conveyed the idea of the Mughal ruler as a 

patron of diverse cultures and a unifier of different traditions. 

6. Representation of Virtues: 



 

 

Mughal paintings could depict virtues such as loyalty, bravery, and justice. These virtues were often 

represented through allegorical scenes, where figures embodied these qualities. Such paintings 

served to emphasize the qualities expected of both the ruler and his courtiers. 

7. Relations with the Divine: 

Some paintings depicted the emperor in scenes that conveyed his connection with the divine or the 

spiritual realm. Jahangir's devotion to Sufism and his interest in spirituality were often depicted 

through symbolic elements like halos, celestial bodies, and heavenly landscapes. 

In conclusion, Mughal paintings under Jahangir were not merely artistic expressions but also served 

as visual tools to convey the imperial ideology. Allegory and symbolism were used to communicate 

ideas about power, authority, virtue, and the relationship between the ruler and the cosmos. These 

paintings provided a layered narrative that went beyond the surface, offering insights into the 

broader ideals of the Mughal Empire during Jahangir's reign. 

 

 

Q7. The Indian response to European crafts and technology during the 16th and 17th century was 

guided more by utilitarian considerations than xenophobic reaction. Do you agree? 

Ans. Yes, I agree that the Indian response to European crafts and technology during the 16th and 

17th centuries was guided more by utilitarian considerations than by a xenophobic reaction. During 

this period, European traders, particularly the Portuguese, Dutch, and English, established trading 

posts and colonies in various parts of India. While there were instances of cultural clashes and 

tensions, the overall response of Indians to European crafts and technology was driven by pragmatic 

and practical considerations. Here's an elaboration of this perspective: 

1. Economic Benefits: 

The primary motivation for Indians to engage with European crafts and technology was the economic 

benefits they offered. European goods, including textiles, ceramics, and weaponry, were often of high 

quality and in demand. Indian merchants and consumers recognized the economic advantages of 

trading and adopting these products. 

2. Access to New Markets: 

European traders introduced Indian goods to new international markets, allowing Indian producers 

to expand their reach and increase profits. This mutually beneficial economic relationship 

encouraged Indians to adopt and adapt to European trading practices. 

3. Military Advantages: 

European firearms and military technology provided an edge in warfare. Indian rulers and states 

sought to acquire these technologies to enhance their military capabilities. The practical advantages 

in battles and conflicts were a significant driving force for adopting European military technology. 

4. Technological Innovation: 

European technology introduced new techniques and methods that often improved efficiency and 

quality in various industries. Indians who were involved in crafts and production recognized the 

potential benefits of adopting these advancements. 



 

 

5. Cultural Exchange: 

While there were instances of cultural misunderstandings, Indians also recognized the value of 

cultural exchange. This included adopting European artistic techniques, architectural styles, and 

scientific knowledge, all of which contributed to the enrichment of Indian culture. 

6. Navigational and Maritime Knowledge: 

European traders brought advanced navigational and maritime knowledge that aided Indian traders 

and seafarers. This facilitated trade and communication across regions and oceans. 

7. Pragmatic Diplomacy: 

Many Indian rulers and states maintained pragmatic relationships with European powers to 

safeguard their own interests. This often involved adopting European technology and goods in 

exchange for diplomatic and economic benefits. 

8. Regional Variations: 

It's important to note that the Indian response to European crafts and technology varied across 

regions and communities. While some regions embraced these influences more readily, others might 

have been more cautious due to cultural, social, or economic factors. 

In conclusion, while there were instances of xenophobic reactions and cultural clashes, the 

predominant Indian response to European crafts and technology during the 16th and 17th centuries 

was guided by utilitarian considerations. The economic benefits, technological advancements, and 

practical advantages of engaging with European goods and technology outweighed any resistance 

based on xenophobia. This response contributed to India's integration into global trade networks and 

facilitated the exchange of ideas and innovations. 

 

 

Q8. Critically analyse the "Dark Age" Vs "Economic Prosperity" debate related to the interpretation 

of first half of the 18th century in Indian history. 

Ans. The debate between the "Dark Age" and "Economic Prosperity" interpretations of the first half 

of the 18th century in Indian history revolves around contrasting views on the socio-economic and 

political conditions during this period. The interpretations are rooted in different historical 

perspectives and have been subject to extensive scholarly analysis. Let's critically analyze both sides 

of the debate: 

"Dark Age" Interpretation: 

1. Political Instability and Fragmentation: Advocates of the "Dark Age" view argue that the decline 

of the Mughal Empire resulted in political instability and fragmentation. The empire was 

weakened by internal conflicts, succession struggles, and external invasions, leading to a lack of 

centralized authority. 

2. Economic Disruption: They highlight that the breakdown of the Mughal administrative system 

and the disintegration of trade routes had adverse economic effects. The disruption of 

agricultural systems, decline in trade, and insecurity impacted the economy. 

3. Social Disorder and Cultural Stagnation: The "Dark Age" interpretation asserts that the decline 

of centralized authority led to social disorder, lawlessness, and increased instances of banditry. 



 

 

Additionally, they argue that the decline of patronage affected cultural production, resulting in a 

perceived stagnation of art and literature. 

"Economic Prosperity" Interpretation: 

1. Regional Prosperity: Proponents of the "Economic Prosperity" view emphasize that despite the 

decline of the Mughal Empire, several regions experienced relative stability and economic 

growth. Regional powers, such as the Marathas and various nawabs, managed to maintain 

functioning administrations. 

2. Trade and Commerce: They argue that the decline in Mughal authority actually led to the growth 

of regional trade and commerce. With the weakening of imperial control, local merchants and 

traders flourished, contributing to economic dynamism. 

3. Art and Culture: Supporters of this interpretation suggest that there was still significant artistic 

and cultural production during this period. They highlight the continuation of architectural 

projects, literature, and the development of new styles and forms in response to changing socio-

political dynamics. 

4. Diversity and Adaptation: The "Economic Prosperity" perspective underscores the adaptability 

of Indian society in the face of political challenges. Regional leaders and communities 

demonstrated resilience by adapting to changing circumstances and maintaining economic 

activities. 

Critique and Synthesis: 

1. Diverse Realities: One critique of the "Dark Age" interpretation is that it tends to homogenize 

the entire subcontinent, ignoring the diversity of experiences across regions. Similarly, the 

"Economic Prosperity" interpretation might oversimplify regional successes. 

2. Complex Dynamics: It's important to recognize that the period saw a complex interplay of both 

negative and positive aspects. While some regions experienced economic growth and stability, 

others faced significant challenges. 

3. Integration of Multiple Factors: Both interpretations fail to fully consider the multiple factors 

contributing to the historical reality of the period. The decline of the Mughal Empire, rise of 

regional powers, shifts in trade routes, and socio-cultural changes were all interconnected. 

In conclusion, the debate between the "Dark Age" and "Economic Prosperity" interpretations reflects 

the complexity of the first half of the 18th century in India. A balanced approach should consider the 

regional variations, economic dynamics, political changes, and cultural developments of the time, 

rather than adhering to a one-dimensional narrative. The period was marked by both challenges and 

opportunities, making it important to critically analyze and synthesize various perspectives to arrive 

at a nuanced understanding of this era. 


