
 

 

Literature and Caste PYQ 2021 

 

Q1. Jhoothan is a text which heals the fractured self through narration. Critically analyse. 

Ans. Jhoothan is a significant literary work that delves into the complexities of identity and self-

discovery. The text is known for its healing impact on individuals who have experienced social 

marginalization and personal trauma. The act of narrating one's experiences can be cathartic and 

empowering, allowing individuals to reclaim their agency and reshape their fractured sense of self. 

Through its narrative, Jhoothan addresses the discrimination, prejudice, and struggles faced by the 

Dalit community in India. The act of storytelling becomes a means of confronting and transcending 

these painful experiences. The process of recounting past events enables the narrator and the 

readers alike to engage with their emotions, leading to a gradual reconciliation with their past. 

Moreover, the act of narration allows for the creation of a shared narrative that resonates with 

others who have faced similar challenges. This communal aspect of storytelling fosters a sense of 

solidarity and belonging among individuals who have experienced marginalization, ultimately 

contributing to the healing process. 

The fragmented self, often resulting from experiences of discrimination and trauma, can find 

cohesion through the act of narrating one's story. This is particularly relevant in the context of 

Jhoothan, where the narrator's storytelling serves as a form of resistance against the oppressive 

social structures that seek to perpetuate divisions. By reclaiming their voice and agency, the narrator 

embarks on a journey of self-discovery and self-empowerment. 

In conclusion, Jhoothan exemplifies how the act of narration can heal the fractured self by providing 

a platform for marginalized individuals to confront their past, share their experiences, and find solace 

in a collective narrative. The power of storytelling lies in its ability to transform pain into 

empowerment, allowing individuals to transcend their fractured identities and forge a path towards 

healing and self-acceptance. 

 

 

Q2. Located at the intersection of caste, class and patriarchy, Dalit women face multiple form of 

violence. Do you agree? Elucidate your answer with the help of instances from P. Sivakami’s novel 

The Grip of Change. 

Ans. P. Sivakami's novel "The Grip of Change" effectively portrays the intersectionality of caste, class, 

and patriarchy, highlighting the multitude of forms of violence that Dalit women often endure. This 

intersectional perspective recognizes that these systems of oppression do not operate in isolation, 

but rather intersect and compound, leading to unique and intensified forms of violence against Dalit 

women. 

In the novel, we witness instances where Dalit women are subjected to violence that is deeply 

rooted in their caste identity. For example, the character Maragatham faces discrimination and 

humiliation from higher-caste individuals simply due to her Dalit background. Her experiences reflect 

the way caste-based violence can manifest in verbal abuse, exclusion, and demeaning treatment. 



 

 

The influence of class exacerbates the vulnerability of Dalit women. The character Rajam, belonging 

to the Dalit community, finds herself in economic hardship and struggles to provide for her family. 

The intersection of caste and class limits her opportunities and forces her into exploitative labor 

conditions, highlighting how economic disadvantage disproportionately affects Dalit women and 

exposes them to various forms of exploitation and abuse. 

Patriarchy also plays a significant role in perpetuating violence against Dalit women. Instances in 

the novel show how patriarchal norms contribute to their subjugation and vulnerability. The 

character Kalyani is a victim of sexual violence, which not only reflects the individual acts of 

aggression but also underscores how patriarchal power dynamics intersect with caste-based 

oppression to subject Dalit women to systemic abuse. 

In "The Grip of Change," the interconnectedness of caste, class, and patriarchy is evident in how 

these systems compound the violence experienced by Dalit women. By weaving together these 

threads, the novel highlights that the violence they face is not isolated but rather a result of the 

intertwined nature of these oppressive structures. 

In conclusion, "The Grip of Change" effectively illustrates that Dalit women indeed face multiple 

forms of violence at the intersection of caste, class, and patriarchy. The novel's characters and their 

experiences serve as powerful examples of how these systems of oppression reinforce and amplify 

one another, creating a complex web of violence that uniquely impacts Dalit women. 

 

 

Q3. Although Jayant Parmar is a Dalit poet, his poetry is not only the poetry of protest but also an 

affirmation of human and natural life. Comment on this statement. 

Ans. Jayant Parmar's poetry indeed goes beyond being solely a vehicle for protest; it encompasses 

a broader spectrum of human experiences, including the celebration of life and nature. While his 

works often reflect the injustices and struggles faced by Dalit communities, they also embody 

themes of resilience, hope, and the beauty inherent in human existence and the natural world. 

Parmar's poetry is undoubtedly influenced by his Dalit identity and the socio-political context of 

discrimination and marginalization. His verses frequently shed light on the injustices and challenges 

faced by Dalit individuals and communities, serving as a platform to voice their concerns and 

demand social change. This aspect of his poetry can be understood as a form of protest, as it 

confronts and challenges the established norms of society. 

However, what distinguishes Parmar's poetry is its multidimensionality. In addition to addressing 

social issues, his verses often delve into the intricacies of human emotions, relationships, and the 

beauty of nature. He captures moments of joy, love, and introspection, highlighting the complexity 

and diversity of human experiences. This affirmation of the entire spectrum of life showcases his 

ability to transcend the confines of protest poetry and engage with the universal aspects of 

existence. 

Furthermore, Parmar's poetry often intertwines the human experience with the natural world. He 

draws inspiration from nature's rhythms, cycles, and landscapes, using them as metaphors to explore 

the human condition. By doing so, he bridges the gap between the personal and the universal, 

emphasizing the interconnectedness of all life forms. 



 

 

In conclusion, while Jayant Parmar's poetry certainly engages with themes of protest, it is not limited 

to being solely the poetry of protest. His works also encompass a profound affirmation of human 

experiences and the natural world. Through his verses, he brings to light the struggles of Dalit 

communities while also celebrating the resilience, beauty, and interconnectedness of life in all its 

forms. This multifaceted approach sets his poetry apart and makes it a testament to the richness and 

complexity of the human spirit. 

 

 

Q4. In the poetry of Namdeo Dhasal, prostitutes become the ultimate symbol of human 

degradation—an object of exploitation through sexual possession, and an otherwise loathed non-

person, left to living decay after use. Explain the statement in the light of your reading of the 

poem, in 'Mandakini Patil: A Young Prostitute, My Intended Collage.' 

Ans. In "Mandakini Patil: A Young Prostitute, My Intended Collage," a poem by Namdeo Dhasal, the 

portrayal of prostitutes as symbols of human degradation is palpable. Dhasal's raw and evocative 

poetry often confronts societal injustices, and in this particular poem, he exposes the brutal realities 

faced by sex workers while also critiquing the moral decay of a society that marginalizes and exploits 

them. 

The poem delves into the plight of Mandakini Patil, a young prostitute, highlighting the various 

ways in which she is dehumanized and reduced to an object of exploitation. The poem describes 

her as a "non-person," emphasizing how society treats her as someone to be discarded after being 

used, much like an object that has lost its value. This portrayal vividly underscores the dehumanizing 

effects of the sex trade on the lives of these women. 

Dhasal's imagery and language draw attention to the grim reality of Mandakini's existence. The 

poem paints a vivid picture of the squalid and degrading conditions in which she lives, emphasizing 

the contrast between her inner humanity and the degradation she experiences externally. The use of 

the word "collage" in the title is particularly significant, suggesting a fragmented identity composed 

of various forms of exploitation, abuse, and societal indifference. 

Furthermore, the poem critiques the hypocrisy of a society that both consumes and condemns sex 

workers. Dhasal's stark portrayal serves as a mirror to society's moral decay, highlighting how people 

simultaneously exploit and loathe these women, thereby perpetuating their cycle of degradation. 

It's important to note that Dhasal's intention in this poem is not to reinforce the objectification of 

sex workers but rather to expose the systemic injustices they face. Through his vivid imagery and 

powerful language, he aims to evoke empathy and shed light on the harsh realities that often go 

unnoticed or ignored. 

In conclusion, Namdeo Dhasal's poem "Mandakini Patil: A Young Prostitute, My Intended Collage" 

portrays prostitutes as symbols of human degradation, revealing the ways in which they are 

objectified, exploited, and discarded by a society that both exploits and condemns them. The poem 

serves as a poignant critique of societal hypocrisy and highlights the urgent need for empathy, 

understanding, and systemic change to address the issues faced by sex workers. 

 

 



 

 

Q5. Dalit short stories foreground the discursive, iterative, and performative nature of caste and 

pave the for Dalit consciousness to emerge. Critically comment with reference to any two short 

stories in your syllabus. 

Ans. Dalit short stories indeed play a crucial role in foregrounding the discursive, iterative, and 

performative nature of caste, leading the way for Dalit consciousness to emerge. Through their 

narratives, these stories not only bring to light the entrenched caste-based hierarchies but also 

disrupt and challenge them, ultimately fostering a sense of awareness and empowerment within the 

Dalit community. Let's examine this aspect in the context of two short stories: "Annihilation" by Mulk 

Raj Anand and "The Caste Machine" by Gogu Shyamala. 

In "Annihilation" by Mulk Raj Anand, the discursive nature of caste is evident in the conversations 

between the character Bakha and the high-caste woman. Through their interaction, the reader is 

exposed to the deeply ingrained social norms and prejudices that dictate how caste relations are 

constructed and maintained. The story highlights how these conversations perpetuate the caste-

based hierarchies, effectively reinforcing Bakha's position as an "untouchable." However, the 

narrative doesn't stop at mere depiction; it iteratively revisits these discourses to challenge them. 

Bakha's growing awareness and his eventual act of defiance showcase the transformative potential 

of acknowledging and questioning the discursive power of caste. 

"The Caste Machine" by Gogu Shyamala further illustrates the performative nature of caste. The 

story revolves around a Dalit woman who is forced to confront the oppressive caste system at her 

workplace. Her experiences mirror the repeated performances of caste-based power dynamics, 

where she is made to feel inferior due to her caste. The story's title itself, "The Caste Machine," 

alludes to the mechanistic and systematic way in which caste operates. However, the story also 

showcases the subversion and resistance that can emerge from these performances. The 

protagonist's refusal to adhere to the expected roles and her assertion of her identity disrupt the 

established norms, laying the foundation for Dalit consciousness to emerge. 

In both stories, the iterative nature of caste's impact is crucial. They portray how caste is reinforced 

through repeated actions, conversations, and societal norms. However, they also demonstrate that 

this repetition can be broken through conscious awareness and resistance. The stories pave the way 

for Dalit consciousness by exposing the insidious nature of caste, encouraging readers to critically 

engage with and challenge these systems of oppression. 

In conclusion, "Annihilation" and "The Caste Machine" exemplify how Dalit short stories 

foreground the discursive, iterative, and performative nature of caste. By depicting the ways in 

which caste operates in everyday interactions and actions, these stories not only shed light on the 

oppressive mechanisms but also provide a platform for questioning, resisting, and ultimately 

fostering Dalit consciousness. 

 

 

Q6. How does Raj Gauthaman envisage a Dalit Counterculture in his essay “Dalit Culture”? 

Ans. In his essay "Dalit Culture," Raj Gauthaman envisions a Dalit counterculture as a 

transformative movement that challenges and subverts the dominant caste-based cultural norms 

and traditions. He outlines the importance of Dalits reclaiming their own cultural identity, forging a 

distinct path that diverges from the oppressive mainstream culture. Gauthaman's vision of Dalit 



 

 

counterculture involves a multi-faceted approach that encompasses various aspects of life and 

expression: 

1. Reclaiming Cultural Heritage: Gauthaman emphasizes the need for Dalits to reclaim their history, 

traditions, and stories that have been marginalized or suppressed by the dominant caste culture. This 

involves embracing and celebrating their unique cultural practices, rituals, and narratives. By doing 

so, Dalits can counteract the erasure of their identity and establish a cultural foundation that 

empowers them. 

2. Expression Through Arts and Literature: Gauthaman suggests that Dalit counterculture can find its 

expression through various artistic forms such as literature, poetry, music, and visual arts. These 

forms can serve as platforms to voice their experiences, struggles, and aspirations. By creating their 

own narratives and symbols, Dalits can challenge the hegemony of the dominant culture and 

promote their own perspectives. 

3. Breaking Hierarchies: The Dalit counterculture that Gauthaman envisions seeks to challenge the 

deeply entrenched caste hierarchies. He emphasizes the importance of fostering equality and 

inclusivity within the Dalit community, thus rejecting the divisive practices that have historically been 

perpetuated by the caste system. 

4. Educational Empowerment: Gauthaman highlights education as a pivotal tool in creating a Dalit 

counterculture. By accessing education, Dalits can critically engage with their history, develop their 

voices, and challenge the narratives that have been imposed on them. Education becomes a means 

to empower individuals and the community as a whole. 

5. Political and Social Activism: The essay also suggests that Dalit counterculture involves political 

and social activism. By organizing and mobilizing, Dalits can demand their rights, challenge systemic 

discrimination, and work towards creating a more just society. 

In essence, Gauthaman envisions a Dalit counterculture that is rooted in embracing their own 

cultural identity, challenging the dominant cultural norms, and actively resisting the oppressive caste 

system. This counterculture serves as a way for Dalits to assert their agency, express their 

experiences, and foster a sense of pride and empowerment within their community. 


