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Q1. Examine the various forms of desire highlighted by Tagore in Gitanjali. 

Ans. In Rabindranath Tagore's work "Gitanjali," a contemplation of desire is presented through 

various forms. Tagore's verses reflect the essence of longing, seeking, and yearning. The desire 

expressed in the text can be categorized into different aspects: 

1. Spiritual Desire: Tagore emphasizes the aspiration for a deeper spiritual connection. The desire 

here is to be in communion with the divine and to transcend the material world. The verses illustrate 

a yearning for a higher understanding and unity with the divine presence. 

2. Human Connection and Love: The desire for human relationships and love is another pivotal 

theme in Gitanjali. Tagore delves into the emotional realms of affection, longing, and the need for 

genuine human connections. This desire encompasses both romantic and platonic relationships. 

3. Freedom from Material Attachments: The poems also reflect a desire to break free from the 

entanglements of material possessions and desires. This form of desire pertains to achieving inner 

liberation and detachment from worldly pursuits. 

4. Quest for Self-Identity: Tagore's work echoes the yearning for self-discovery and self-identity. The 

desire to understand one's own nature and purpose is a recurring motif, reflecting a journey of 

introspection and realization. 

5. Harmony with Nature: Gitanjali portrays the desire for harmony with the natural world. The 

verses evoke a sense of oneness with nature and a longing to connect with its beauty and serenity. 

In summary, Tagore's "Gitanjali" encapsulates a spectrum of desires, ranging from the spiritual and 

transcendental to the human and earthly. These desires are intricately woven into the fabric of the 

text, reflecting the multifaceted nature of human longing and aspiration. 

 

 

 

Q2. With reference to ‘The Shroud’ examine Premchand’s portrayal of caste dynamics in rural 

India. 

Ans. In Premchand's story "The Shroud," the author skillfully portrays the complex caste dynamics 

that prevail in rural Indian society. The narrative sheds light on the hierarchical structure and its 

profound impact on the lives of individuals. Through the characters and their interactions, 

Premchand highlights the following aspects of caste dynamics: 

1. Caste Hierarchy and Discrimination: The story reveals the rigid caste hierarchy that exists in the 

village. The upper-caste individuals, such as the Brahmins, hold a position of privilege and power, 

while the lower-caste individuals, like Dukhiya, face discrimination and marginalization. The social 

order dictates the roles and treatment of each caste. 



 

 

2. Social Marginalization: Dukhiya, an untouchable, experiences the harsh reality of social exclusion. 

His status as an untouchable results in his isolation from the rest of the community. He is subjected 

to derogatory treatment and is not allowed to interact freely with people of higher castes. 

3. Economic Exploitation: The caste system perpetuates economic exploitation, as those belonging 

to lower castes are often relegated to menial and degrading occupations. Dukhiya's occupation as a 

grave digger highlights the link between caste and occupation, reinforcing the idea that one's caste 

determines their social and economic status. 

4. Social Stigma: The story depicts the deep-rooted social stigma attached to inter-caste interactions. 

The villagers' reluctance to accept Dukhiya's help even in times of death showcases how caste 

prejudices hinder human compassion and empathy. 

5. Resistance and Change: Through Dukhiya's character, Premchand introduces an element of 

resistance against the oppressive caste system. Dukhiya's desire to make a shroud for a Brahmin 

woman symbolizes his yearning for equality and dignity. This act challenges the norms and 

expectations of the caste-based society. 

In conclusion, "The Shroud" by Premchand offers a poignant portrayal of caste dynamics in rural 

India. The story effectively highlights the injustices, inequalities, and prejudices that arise from the 

caste-based social order. Through the characters and their struggles, Premchand prompts readers to 

reflect on the detrimental impact of caste hierarchy on individual lives and society as a whole. 

 

 

Q3. In Andha Yug, through an intense poetic dialogue, Bharati presents the characters as 

‘embodiments of extreme states of being’. Critically analyze the statement. 

Ans. In Dharamvir Bharati's play "Andha Yug," the characters are indeed portrayed as 

embodiments of extreme states of being through the medium of intense poetic dialogue. The play, 

set against the backdrop of the aftermath of the Mahabharata war, delves into the complexities of 

human emotions, moral dilemmas, and the consequences of unchecked power. Bharati's use of 

intense poetic dialogue serves to highlight the following aspects: 

1. Heightened Emotions: The characters in "Andha Yug" are presented with heightened emotions 

that reflect the extreme psychological states brought about by the war and its aftermath. The intense 

poetic dialogues articulate their inner turmoil, guilt, despair, and anguish. Characters like 

Ashwatthama and Yuyutsu embody the extremes of human emotions, capturing the depths of their 

emotional experiences. 

2. Moral Dilemmas: The characters grapple with profound moral dilemmas, torn between their 

duties, loyalties, and the ethical consequences of their actions. The poetic dialogues serve as a 

medium to convey the weight of these dilemmas, making the characters appear as embodiments of 

conflicting moral forces. 

3. Power and Corruption: Through intense poetic dialogues, Bharati portrays how power can lead to 

corruption and moral degradation. Characters like Duryodhana and Karna represent the extreme 

states of hubris and arrogance that accompany unchecked power. Their dialogues reveal their 

distorted sense of self-importance and their descent into darkness. 



 

 

4. Existential Angst: The characters' dialogues often touch upon existential questions about life, 

death, and the purpose of existence. These dialogues convey their innermost thoughts and fears, 

showcasing the characters' existential struggles and their attempts to find meaning in a world scarred 

by war. 

5. Symbolism and Allegory: Bharati uses the characters as symbolic representations of broader 

themes. For instance, Ashwatthama's character embodies the aftermath of war and the destructive 

consequences it brings. His intense dialogues and actions highlight the tragic consequences of 

unrestrained violence. 

In a critical analysis of the statement, it can be affirmed that Bharati's use of intense poetic 

dialogue indeed presents the characters in "Andha Yug" as embodiments of extreme states of 

being. Through these dialogues, the characters' internal struggles, moral conflicts, and emotional 

turmoil are vividly depicted, providing a profound exploration of the human psyche in the face of 

cataclysmic events. The poetic language amplifies the intensity of their experiences, making the 

characters emblematic of the profound impact of war and the complexities of human nature. 

 

 

Q4. Using any two texts from the course, examine how the theme of violence due to war has been 

explored in modern Indian writing in translation. 

Ans. In modern Indian writing in translation, the theme of violence due to war has been explored 

through various perspectives and narratives. Two texts that exemplify this exploration are "Tamas" by 

Bhisham Sahni and "The Empty Space" by Geetanjali Shree. These texts offer distinct portrayals of 

the impact of war-related violence on individuals and society. 

1. "Tamas" by Bhisham Sahni: 

"Tamas" delves into the violent aftermath of the partition of India in 1947. The novel illustrates the 

horrors of communal violence and the consequences of societal breakdown during times of conflict. 

The theme of violence due to war is palpable throughout the narrative, revealing the extent to which 

ordinary lives are disrupted and distorted. 

In the novel, the violence is portrayed as an uncontrollable force that engulfs both Hindu and Muslim 

communities. The characters are confronted with brutality, loss, and the disintegration of social 

bonds. The novel highlights how war-related violence transforms ordinary individuals into aggressors 

and victims, blurring the lines between right and wrong. The title "Tamas," which means darkness or 

ignorance, encapsulates the somber and chaotic atmosphere brought about by violence. 

2. "The Empty Space" by Geetanjali Shree: 

"The Empty Space" presents a different dimension of the theme of violence due to war. This novel 

explores the psychological impact of war and violence on individuals, particularly women, who are 

often relegated to the peripheries of the conflict's narrative. The novel focuses on the lives of women 

in a war-torn region and their struggles to cope with loss, displacement, and trauma. 

Through the character of the protagonist, Geetanjali Shree delves into the emotional scars left by 

war-related violence. The empty spaces within the character's psyche symbolize the void created by 

loss and violence. The novel poignantly portrays the aftermath of war as a lingering presence that 

continues to haunt the lives of those affected. 



 

 

In both "Tamas" and "The Empty Space," the theme of violence due to war is portrayed as a 

disruptive force that shatters lives and communities. While "Tamas" focuses on communal violence 

in the context of partition, "The Empty Space" delves into the personal and emotional aftermath of 

war. Both texts emphasize the profound and lasting impact of violence on individuals and society, 

shedding light on the complexities and tragedies associated with conflicts. 

In conclusion, modern Indian writing in translation, as exemplified by "Tamas" and "The Empty 

Space," offers nuanced explorations of the theme of violence due to war. These texts provide insights 

into the various dimensions of conflict-related violence, whether it be communal unrest or the 

psychological toll on individuals. Through these narratives, readers gain a deeper understanding of 

the human cost of war and the far-reaching consequences it engenders. 

 

 

Q5. In Untouchable Spring, Kalyan Rao creates a parallel aesthetic of language and style as he 

documents continuities of personal and cultural history of dalits. Can this in itself be seen as an act 

of resistance? Critically comment. 

Ans. In "Untouchable Spring" by Kalyan Rao, the creation of a parallel aesthetic of language and 

style as a means to document the personal and cultural history of Dalits can indeed be interpreted 

as an act of resistance. The novel's unique linguistic approach and narrative style are not only artistic 

choices but also serve as a way to challenge existing power structures, assert cultural identity, and 

reclaim marginalized histories. Let's critically examine how this parallel aesthetic can be viewed as an 

act of resistance: 

1. Challenging Dominant Narratives: By employing a distinct language and style, Kalyan Rao subverts 

the dominant literary norms that have often excluded or misrepresented the experiences of 

marginalized communities. This deviation from established literary conventions serves as a statement 

against the erasure of Dalit voices and histories. 

2. Reclaiming Cultural Identity: The parallel aesthetic in "Untouchable Spring" can be seen as an act 

of reclaiming cultural identity. By embracing Dalit languages, dialects, and oral traditions, the author 

challenges the marginalization of Dalit culture in mainstream discourse. This act of linguistic 

resistance serves to empower and honor the cultural heritage of Dalits. 

3. Centering Dalit Experiences: The narrative style and linguistic choices in the novel allow the 

author to center the experiences, perspectives, and emotions of Dalit characters. This spotlight on 

Dalit lives challenges the invisibility and dehumanization that Dalits have historically faced, making 

their stories and struggles more visible. 

4. Subverting Hierarchies: The use of a parallel aesthetic can be seen as a subversion of linguistic 

hierarchies. By choosing to write in a manner that departs from dominant languages or literary 

forms, the author challenges the linguistic hierarchy that often marginalizes non-dominant languages 

and dialects. 

5. Aesthetic of Resistance: The very act of creating a parallel aesthetic can be considered an act of 

resistance against established norms. This aesthetic defiance challenges the status quo, disrupts 

expectations, and forces readers to confront their own biases and preconceptions. 

However, it's important to note that the effectiveness of this act of resistance can be context-

dependent and subjective. While some readers may perceive it as a powerful and transformative act, 



 

 

others might not fully grasp the nuances or might resist engaging with unfamiliar linguistic forms. 

Additionally, the success of such resistance depends on the wider reception and acknowledgment of 

the work within the literary and social spheres. 

In conclusion, the creation of a parallel aesthetic of language and style in "Untouchable Spring" can 

be seen as a deliberate act of resistance against established literary norms and power structures. 

This resistance is expressed through the assertion of cultural identity, the challenging of dominant 

narratives, and the centering of Dalit experiences. The novel's linguistic choices serve as a potent tool 

to subvert hierarchical norms, providing a platform for marginalized voices and histories. 

 

 

Q6. Using any two texts from the course, examine how the theme of feminine autonomy and 
subjectivity have been explored by modern Indian writers. 

Ans. The theme of feminine autonomy and subjectivity has been a prominent focus in modern Indian 

literature. Two texts that exemplify the exploration of this theme are "The God of Small Things" by 

Arundhati Roy and "Ladies Coupe" by Anita Nair. These texts offer distinct portrayals of women's 

struggles for autonomy and their journey toward asserting their subjectivity. 

1. "The God of Small Things" by Arundhati Roy: 

In "The God of Small Things," Arundhati Roy presents the story of Ammu, a woman who faces 

societal constraints and family expectations that limit her autonomy. The novel delves into the 

challenges faced by women in traditional Indian society and the consequences of asserting their 

autonomy against prevailing norms. 

Ammu's character embodies the conflict between societal expectations and personal desires. Her 

relationships challenge the conventional roles assigned to women, particularly in terms of her 

romantic involvement with Velutha. Ammu's pursuit of love and autonomy comes at a high cost, 

illustrating the complexities of navigating patriarchal norms while striving for personal agency. 

The narrative's non-linear structure and shifting perspectives allow Roy to delve into the inner lives 

of her female characters, portraying their subjectivity in a nuanced manner. The narrative 

technique allows readers to understand the internal struggles, desires, and thoughts of the women, 

thereby highlighting their agency and subjectivity. 

2. "Ladies Coupe" by Anita Nair: 

In "Ladies Coupe," Anita Nair presents the journey of Akhila, a middle-aged woman who seeks to 

break free from societal expectations and embrace her individuality. The novel explores the lives of 

various women in Akhila's compartment on a train journey, each representing a different facet of 

feminine subjectivity and autonomy. 

Akhila's decision to embark on a solo journey challenges the norms of her conservative family and 

society. Through her interactions with fellow travelers, the novel addresses issues such as marriage, 

career, motherhood, and societal expectations. Akhila's experiences and reflections lead her to 

assert her autonomy and make choices that align with her personal desires. 

The narrative structure of "Ladies Coupe" allows readers to witness the diverse experiences and 

perspectives of women from various backgrounds. The interactions among the women in the train 



 

 

compartment provide a platform for them to share their stories and challenges, ultimately 

emphasizing their agency and subjectivity. 

In both "The God of Small Things" and "Ladies Coupe," the theme of feminine autonomy and 

subjectivity is explored through the struggles, choices, and reflections of the female characters. 

These texts portray women who challenge societal norms, assert their individuality, and seek 

fulfillment beyond traditional roles. Through narrative techniques that highlight inner thoughts and 

interactions, the authors provide a platform for the voices and experiences of women, ultimately 

showcasing the complexity of feminine autonomy and subjectivity in modern Indian society. 


