
 

 

Science Fiction and Detective Literature PYQ 2020 

 

Q1. Discuss the Holmes-Watson relationship and its significance in Doyle’s The Hound of the 

Baskervilles. 

Ans. The relationship between Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson is one of the most iconic and 

enduring aspects of Arthur Conan Doyle's detective series. In "The Hound of the Baskervilles," this 

relationship plays a significant role, contributing to the story's depth and impact. 

The Holmes-Watson Relationship: 

1. Complementary Abilities: Holmes and Watson's dynamic is built on their complementary abilities. 

Holmes is a brilliant and analytical detective known for his keen observation and deduction skills. 

Watson, on the other hand, serves as the narrator and provides a human touch to the stories. He is 

intelligent but lacks Holmes' deductive prowess. Their partnership highlights the synergy between 

intellect and practicality. 

2. Narrative Perspective: Watson's role as the narrator allows readers to see Holmes from an 

outsider's perspective. Watson's admiration for Holmes is evident, and his descriptions paint Holmes 

as an enigmatic and larger-than-life figure. This narrative technique adds depth to Holmes' character 

and enhances his mystique. 

3. Character Depth: Watson's presence humanizes Holmes. Watson's loyalty, genuine friendship, and 

genuine concern for Holmes' well-being reveal a warmer side of the detective. Despite their 

differences, Watson is not merely a sidekick but a vital companion who provides emotional support 

and camaraderie to Holmes. 

4. Teamwork and Collaboration: The Holmes-Watson partnership exemplifies effective teamwork. 

Their collaboration highlights that even brilliant individuals benefit from having a reliable confidant 

and sounding board. Watson's assistance often aids Holmes in testing his theories and refining his 

deductions. 

5. Reader Identification: Watson serves as a proxy for the readers, asking questions and seeking 

explanations that the audience might also be curious about. This helps bridge the gap between 

Holmes' genius and the readers' understanding, making the stories more accessible and engaging. 

Significance in "The Hound of the Baskervilles": 

In "The Hound of the Baskervilles," the Holmes-Watson relationship contributes to the story's impact 

in several ways: 

1. Reader Engagement: Watson's narrative style allows readers to immerse themselves in the 

mystery. Through Watson's eyes, readers experience the intrigue and suspense as the case unfolds. 

2. Holmes' Absence and Return: Holmes' temporary absence from the narrative adds tension and 

mystery to the story. Watson's perspective becomes even more crucial in this context, as he becomes 

the readers' guide through the investigation. 



 

 

3. Emotional Support: Watson's concern for Holmes' well-being when they are separated highlights 

the depth of their friendship. Watson's relief upon Holmes' return resonates with readers, 

emphasizing the bond between the two characters. 

4. Collaborative Effort: As Watson delves into the investigation on his own, his observations and 

discoveries contribute to the larger puzzle. This showcases that Watson, while not as deductively 

gifted as Holmes, has his own role to play in solving the case. 

In summary, the Holmes-Watson relationship in "The Hound of the Baskervilles" is pivotal to the 

story's narrative, emotional depth, and the collaborative process of solving the mystery. Their 

partnership showcases the power of camaraderie, complementary skills, and the dynamic between a 

brilliant mind and a steadfast companion. 

 

 

Q2. Does The Woman in White question and subvert the ideals of Victorian middle-class morality, 

or does it uphold them? Give a reasoned answer. 

Ans. "The Woman in White" by Wilkie Collins challenges and subverts the ideals of Victorian middle-

class morality, rather than upholding them. The novel presents a complex exploration of societal 

norms and expectations, highlighting the limitations and injustices of the Victorian era's moral 

framework. Several aspects of the novel contribute to this subversion: 

1. Exploration of Gender Roles: 

"The Woman in White" challenges traditional gender roles and expectations. The character of Marian 

Halcombe stands out as a strong-willed and independent woman who defies Victorian notions of 

passivity and submissiveness. Her agency, intelligence, and determination contrast with the Victorian 

ideal of women confined to domestic roles. Additionally, the portrayal of Laura Fairlie's plight as she 

is manipulated by men for their own purposes exposes the vulnerability of women under the 

constraints of middle-class morality. 

2. Critique of Marriage and Social Status: 

The novel questions the Victorian emphasis on marriage for social status and economic stability. The 

ill-fated marriages depicted in the story—such as Laura's marriage to Sir Percival Glyde—underscore 

the dangers of marrying for reasons other than genuine love and compatibility. The exploration of 

Walter Hartright's struggle to define his identity outside the societal norms also challenges the 

notion that one's social standing defines their worth. 

3. Examination of Class and Power: 

"The Woman in White" sheds light on the power dynamics and class distinctions inherent in Victorian 

society. The treatment of lower-class characters, such as Anne Catherick, and their vulnerability to 

exploitation by the upper classes exposes the injustices present within the system. This subverts the 

idea that the Victorian middle-class morality was based on a sense of inherent superiority or virtue. 

4. Critique of Institutional Authority: 

The novel questions the blind trust placed in institutional authority figures. The character of Fosco, 

with his charismatic manipulation and abuse of power, serves as a critique of how those in positions 



 

 

of authority may exploit their influence for personal gain. This challenges the Victorian belief in the 

inherent goodness and integrity of those in authority. 

5. Emphasis on Individual Morality: 

Through the characters' complex moral choices, the novel suggests that an individual's morality 

cannot be solely determined by societal norms. The characters' actions are driven by personal 

motivations, desires, and ethical dilemmas that don't always align with Victorian moral ideals. 

In conclusion, "The Woman in White" subverts the ideals of Victorian middle-class morality by 

critiquing and challenging traditional notions of gender roles, marriage, social status, class, and 

institutional authority. The novel's exploration of complex characters and their moral dilemmas 

underscores the limitations and hypocrisies of the Victorian moral framework, contributing to its 

subversive nature rather than upholding the prevailing ideals of the time. 

 

 

Q3. The Big Sleep is a misogynist novel which shows women as the cause of all trouble or as 

victims. Do you agree? 

Ans. "The Big Sleep" by Raymond Chandler is often criticized for its portrayal of women, which can 

be seen as problematic and even misogynistic. The novel does contain elements that depict women 

in troubling ways, but whether it is entirely misogynistic is open to interpretation. Let's explore both 

sides of the argument: 

Agree: 

1. Victimization of Women: Many female characters in the novel are depicted as victims of various 

forms of exploitation, manipulation, and violence. Carmen Sternwood, for example, is portrayed as a 

vulnerable and troubled young woman who becomes entangled in dangerous situations. Her 

vulnerability and lack of agency can be seen as reinforcing gender stereotypes. 

2. Women as Trouble: The novel does depict certain women, particularly Carmen and her sister 

Vivian, as sources of trouble and complications for the male protagonist, Philip Marlowe. These 

characters are linked to criminal activities and moral ambiguities, which could be interpreted as 

perpetuating the trope of women as temptresses leading men astray. 

3. Stereotypical Roles: Some of the female characters are confined to stereotypical roles, such as the 

femme fatale or the damsel in distress. These archetypes limit the agency and complexity of women 

in the story, reducing them to one-dimensional plot devices. 

Disagree: 

1. Complex Female Characters: While there are problematic portrayals, the novel also features 

complex and multifaceted female characters. Vivian Sternwood, for instance, is a strong and 

independent woman who defies expectations and challenges Marlowe's perceptions. 

2. Critical Commentary: Raymond Chandler's writing is often seen as a reflection of the darker 

aspects of society. His portrayal of women might be interpreted as a commentary on the social 

constraints and vulnerabilities faced by women in the context of the time. It could be argued that he 

is critiquing societal injustices rather than endorsing them. 



 

 

3. Flawed Characters All Around: It's important to note that the male characters in the novel are also 

deeply flawed and morally ambiguous. The depiction of women as victims or troublemakers could be 

part of Chandler's broader exploration of a corrupt and morally ambiguous world. 

In conclusion, "The Big Sleep" does contain elements that can be seen as perpetuating negative 

stereotypes and misogynistic viewpoints. The portrayal of women as victims or as sources of trouble 

is a notable aspect of the novel. However, it's also worth considering the broader context of 

Chandler's writing, the complex nature of some female characters, and the potential for critical 

commentary on societal issues. While the novel's portrayal of women is a point of concern, labeling 

it as entirely misogynistic may oversimplify the nuanced themes and intentions present in the work. 

 

 

Q4. ‘The detective-story society is a society consisting of apparently innocent individuals.” Discuss 

any novel in the course with reference to this statement. 

Ans. The statement "The detective-story society is a society consisting of apparently innocent 

individuals" can be observed in many detective novels where seemingly ordinary characters are 

revealed to have hidden motives or dark secrets. One such novel that exemplifies this concept is 

Agatha Christie's "Murder on the Orient Express." 

In "Murder on the Orient Express," Hercule Poirot finds himself on a luxurious train journey across 

Europe. The murder of a passenger, Ratchett, takes place, and Poirot is tasked with solving the 

mystery. As Poirot investigates, he discovers that each passenger has a connection to the victim and a 

potential motive for the murder. 

The Concept in "Murder on the Orient Express": 

1. Seemingly Innocent Passengers: The novel introduces a diverse cast of characters, each with their 

own background and motivations. At first glance, most passengers appear to be ordinary travelers, 

but as Poirot delves deeper, he uncovers their hidden pasts, connections, and secrets. 

2. Layers of Deception: The passengers' outward innocence often masks their involvement in the 

crime. As Poirot unravels the layers of deception, he uncovers the complexities of their relationships 

and the extent of their involvement in the murder. 

3. Contrasts and Conflicts: The interactions between seemingly innocent individuals create contrasts 

and conflicts that contribute to the suspense and intrigue. The variety of backgrounds, nationalities, 

and personalities adds depth to the narrative and highlights the diversity of motives that can lead to 

a crime. 

4. Collective Guilt and Motivation: The revelation that multiple individuals are involved in the 

murder challenges the concept of guilt and innocence. The idea that they collectively contributed to 

the crime raises questions about morality and shared responsibility. 

5. Moral Dilemmas: As Poirot investigates, he confronts the moral dilemmas faced by the 

passengers. The novel's resolution forces characters and readers alike to consider the complexities of 

justice and the gray areas between right and wrong. 

In "Murder on the Orient Express," Agatha Christie masterfully constructs a society of passengers 

aboard the train, each harboring secrets and motives that contribute to the mystery. The novel 

highlights how even the most innocent-seeming individuals can play significant roles in a crime, 



 

 

emphasizing the intricate web of human behavior and motives. This concept engages readers in 

deciphering the puzzle alongside the detective and challenges them to reevaluate their assumptions 

about the characters' innocence. 

 

 

Q5. “In Keating’s novels, set in India, the bumbling, but always human, Inspector Ghote manages 

to solve crimes with a post-colonial mix of inherited Scotland Yard/Holmesian deductive methods 

and his understanding of his native country’s culture.” Do you agree with this statement about 

Inspector Ghote goes by Train? 

Ans. As of my last update in September 2021, I don't have specific information about the novel 

"Inspector Ghote Goes by Train" by H.R.F. Keating. However, based on the information provided in 

the statement, it seems to describe a characteristic pattern found in many of Keating's Inspector 

Ghote novels. 

If "Inspector Ghote Goes by Train" follows the same pattern as other novels in the series, it's likely 

that Inspector Ghote employs a combination of Scotland Yard/Holmesian deductive methods and his 

understanding of Indian culture to solve crimes. This approach highlights the cultural and contextual 

complexities of investigating crimes in a post-colonial setting like India. 

In many post-colonial detective novels, the protagonist often navigates the complexities of a 

changing society, grappling with issues that bridge traditional and modern values. The blend of 

inherited investigative methods from the colonial era and the inspector's familiarity with the local 

culture allows for a unique approach to solving crimes. 

In the case of Inspector Ghote, his bumbling yet human qualities may make him relatable to readers 

while his insights into both Indian culture and Western investigative techniques enable him to solve 

cases effectively. This blend of cultural understanding and deductive skills can add depth to the 

character and the narrative, offering readers a glimpse into the complexities of post-colonial societies 

and their challenges. 

To fully evaluate whether this statement applies specifically to "Inspector Ghote Goes by Train," it 

would be best to read the novel or gather more information about its plot and themes. If you're 

interested in exploring how Inspector Ghote employs a post-colonial mix of methods and cultural 

understanding, reading the novel itself would provide the most accurate insights. 

 

 

Q6. In the The Hound of the Baskervilles, Doyle uses features of the gothic novel to create 

suspense. Comment. 

Ans. In "The Hound of the Baskervilles" by Arthur Conan Doyle, the author masterfully employs 

features of the gothic novel to create a pervasive atmosphere of suspense, mystery, and unease. 

These gothic elements contribute to the overall tone of the story and enhance its impact on readers. 

Here are some ways in which Doyle utilizes gothic features to achieve this effect: 

1. Dark and Foreboding Setting: 



 

 

The moorland setting of the novel, specifically the desolate and eerie Dartmoor, serves as a classic 

gothic backdrop. The vast, misty moor with its treacherous bogs and eerie mists creates an 

atmosphere of isolation and danger. The isolated landscape contributes to the feeling of being cut off 

from civilization, enhancing the suspense as characters navigate through unfamiliar and potentially 

perilous terrain. 

2. Mysterious Ancestral Home: 

The introduction of Baskerville Hall, the ancestral home of the Baskerville family, is another gothic 

element. The hall is depicted as an old, decaying mansion with secrets hidden within its walls. The 

presence of legends, tales of curses, and rumors of ghostly apparitions adds to the unsettling 

atmosphere, creating an air of mystery that keeps readers intrigued. 

3. Supernatural Elements: 

The legend of the ghostly hound that haunts the Baskerville family serves as a supernatural element 

that is central to the story. The image of the phantom hound is a classic gothic motif, evoking fear 

and dread. Doyle expertly crafts the descriptions of the hound to enhance its terrifying presence, 

even as he employs logical explanations to dispel the supernatural overtones. 

4. Atmosphere of Suspicion and Uncertainty: 

The novel is shrouded in a sense of uncertainty and suspicion. The mysterious death of Sir Charles 

Baskerville, along with the rumors of a curse and a hound, creates an aura of doubt and unease. As 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson delve into the case, the web of conflicting information and the 

questioning of characters' motives add layers of complexity to the story. 

5. Threat to Innocence and Morality: 

The presence of evil and malevolent forces, symbolized by the hound, threatens the innocence and 

moral order of the characters. The tension between good and evil is a common theme in gothic 

literature, and "The Hound of the Baskervilles" explores this theme through its characters' struggle to 

confront and overcome the supernatural threat. 

In summary, Arthur Conan Doyle effectively employs various features of the gothic novel to create 

suspense in "The Hound of the Baskervilles." The dark and ominous setting, the mysterious ancestral 

home, supernatural elements, atmosphere of suspicion, and the threat to innocence all contribute to 

a sense of foreboding and tension that pervades the narrative. These gothic elements add depth to 

the mystery and keep readers engaged as they unravel the enigma of the Baskerville curse. 

 


