
 

 

Science Fiction and Detective Literature PYQ 2021 

 

Q1. To what extent does Doyle’s narrative redefine the relations between the sexes and give voice 

to women’s professional aspirations? Justify your stance with relevant examples from the text 

Ans. It can be argued that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's narrative, particularly through his iconic character 

Sherlock Holmes, offers a mixed portrayal of the relations between the sexes and women's 

professional aspirations in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. While there are instances where 

Doyle challenges traditional gender roles and provides glimpses of women's capabilities and 

aspirations, the overall narrative context remains reflective of the societal norms of his time. Here 

are some relevant examples to justify this stance: 

Challenging Traditional Gender Roles: 

Irene Adler in "A Scandal in Bohemia": Irene Adler, a notable female character in the Sherlock 

Holmes stories, defies traditional gender roles. She is depicted as an intelligent and resourceful 

woman who outwits Holmes himself. Her independence and ability to outmaneuver Holmes surprise 

him and challenge his preconceived notions about women. 

Violet Smith in "The Solitary Cyclist": In this story, Violet Smith is determined to maintain her 

independence and avoid a potentially harmful marriage. Her resourcefulness and her decision to 

consult Holmes for help demonstrate a willingness to assert herself and challenge societal 

expectations. 

Limitations and Traditional Roles: 

Women as Damsels in Distress: Despite the presence of strong female characters, many stories still 

follow the trope of women as damsels in distress who require male protection. Women like Helen 

Stoner in "The Speckled Band" and Mary Morstan in "The Sign of the Four" fit this mold. 

Marginalization of Female Professionals: While Holmes interacts with various male professionals, 

there are very few female professionals depicted in the stories. This marginalization reflects the 

limited opportunities available for women in professions during that era. 

Limited Agency: Women in Doyle's stories often have limited agency and are secondary to the male 

characters, including Holmes and Watson. They are frequently positioned as clients seeking 

assistance or objects of interest rather than active participants in the investigative process. 

Dependence on Male Characters: Even when a female character displays intelligence and capability, 

she often requires the assistance of Holmes or Watson to navigate complex situations, reinforcing 

the idea of male superiority and female dependence. 

In conclusion, while Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's narrative does challenge traditional gender roles and 

give voice to women's aspirations to some extent, it is important to consider the broader context of 

the time period in which the stories were written. While there are instances of strong and 

independent female characters, the overall narrative reflects the societal norms and limitations of 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Doyle's portrayal of women is complex, revealing both 

attempts to challenge norms and the limitations imposed by the prevailing gender dynamics. 

 



 

 

 

Q2. The Menagerie underlines the theme of appearance versus reality as a comment on 

contemporary society. Do you agree? 

Ans. "The Menagerie" is a two-part episode from the original "Star Trek" series, which consists of 

"The Cage" (the original pilot) and "The Menagerie" (a two-part episode utilizing footage from "The 

Cage"). The theme of appearance versus reality is indeed a central element in this episode, and it can 

be interpreted as a commentary on various aspects of contemporary society. Here's an analysis of 

how this theme is present in "The Menagerie" and its potential commentary: 

1. Appearance vs. Reality: 

In "The Menagerie," the appearance of the Talosians' illusory world contrasts with the reality of their 

devastated planet and their desire to use the crew of the Enterprise for their own purposes. The 

Talosians create illusions that cater to the desires and memories of the crew, blurring the lines 

between reality and fantasy. 

2. Commentary on Escapism: 

The Talosians' ability to create illusions that fulfill people's deepest desires can be seen as a 

commentary on the allure of escapism in contemporary society. The crew members' willingness to 

stay within these illusions highlights the temptation to escape from the challenges and hardships of 

real life. 

3. Critique of Media and Entertainment: 

The theme of appearance versus reality can be seen as a critique of media and entertainment that 

often present a polished and idealized version of reality. The Talosians' ability to manipulate 

perceptions mirrors how media can shape our understanding of the world, often blurring the lines 

between truth and fiction. 

4. Impact of Technology: 

The Talosians' advanced technology enables them to create elaborate illusions. This raises questions 

about the potential consequences of technological advancements in contemporary society, including 

their influence on our perception of reality and the potential for manipulation. 

5. Reflection on Human Nature: 

The episode delves into the desires and vulnerabilities of human nature. The characters' responses to 

the illusions shed light on their innermost wishes and fears, reflecting the complexities of human 

psychology. 

6. Morality and Ethical Dilemmas: 

The theme of appearance versus reality also ties into ethical dilemmas. Captain Pike's experiences 

raise questions about the ethics of keeping someone alive in a fantasy world against their will, even if 

it offers comfort and pleasure. 

7. Exploration of Illusion and Truth: 

"The Menagerie" explores the concept of what is real and what is constructed. This exploration can 

be seen as a commentary on how individuals, and society as a whole, navigate the fine line between 

illusion and truth in various aspects of life. 



 

 

In conclusion, "The Menagerie" indeed underlines the theme of appearance versus reality, and it can 

be interpreted as a commentary on contemporary society. The episode's exploration of escapism, 

media influence, technology's impact, human psychology, ethical dilemmas, and the interplay 

between illusion and truth provides a lens through which to reflect on various societal aspects. While 

"Star Trek" is set in a futuristic setting, its themes often draw parallels to real-world issues, making it 

a platform for exploring and commenting on contemporary society. 

 

 

Q3. “The plot is ingenious as ever, the dialogue both wise and witty; while suspense is maintained 

skillfully until the final revelation.” Discuss Christie’s A Murder is Announced in light of the above 

statement.  

Ans. "A Murder is Announced" is a mystery novel written by Agatha Christie and published in 1950. 

The statement praising the ingenuity of the plot, the wisdom and wit of the dialogue, and the skillful 

maintenance of suspense until the final revelation is quite fitting for this novel. Let's discuss how 

these elements manifest in "A Murder is Announced": 

1. Ingenious Plot: 

The novel's plot is indeed ingenious, a hallmark of Agatha Christie's writing. The story revolves 

around a seemingly harmless announcement in a local newspaper, inviting residents to attend a 

murder at a specific time and place. This intriguing premise immediately captures the reader's 

attention and sets the stage for a complex puzzle to solve. 

2. Wise and Witty Dialogue: 

Agatha Christie's characters are known for their engaging and often witty dialogue. In "A Murder is 

Announced," the characters' conversations are not only central to the unfolding of the mystery but 

also provide insight into their personalities and motivations. Miss Marple, the renowned detective, 

frequently engages in astute and reflective conversations that reveal her wisdom. 

3. Skillful Maintenance of Suspense: 

The novel excels in maintaining suspense throughout its narrative. The murder announcement sets 

up an atmosphere of anticipation and intrigue, and as the story progresses, the suspense builds with 

every twist and turn. Christie skillfully crafts red herrings and introduces a wide range of plausible 

suspects, keeping readers guessing about the true identity of the murderer. 

4. Final Revelation: 

The culmination of the story is marked by the final revelation of the murderer's identity. Agatha 

Christie's mastery shines as she unveils unexpected connections and motives, tying up loose ends in 

a satisfying manner. The reveal is often a moment of surprise and realization for readers, reflecting 

the brilliance of the plot's construction. 

5. Character Development: 

While the novel is focused on the mystery, Agatha Christie also provides depth to her characters. She 

presents a diverse cast of individuals, each with their own quirks, secrets, and vulnerabilities. This 

adds layers of complexity to the story and enhances the reader's engagement with the narrative. 



 

 

6. Themes and Social Commentary: 

Agatha Christie's works often contain social commentary and insights into human nature. "A Murder 

is Announced" touches on themes of deception, facades, and the hidden truths that exist beneath 

the surface of seemingly ordinary lives. 

In conclusion, Agatha Christie's "A Murder is Announced" lives up to the statement's praise regarding 

the ingenuity of the plot, the wisdom and wit of the dialogue, and the skillful maintenance of 

suspense until the final revelation. The novel's intricate plot, engaging dialogue, suspenseful 

atmosphere, and expertly crafted conclusion make it a standout example of the mystery genre and a 

testament to Christie's storytelling prowess. 

 

 

Q4. “What songs the Syrens sang, or what name Achilles assumed when he hid himself among 

women, although puzzling questions, are not beyond all conjecture.” What relevance do these 

lines from Sir Thomas Browne’s Urn Burial serve to the general theme of Murders in the Rue 

Morgue? 

Ans. The lines from Sir Thomas Browne's "Urn Burial" that mention the songs of the Sirens and 

Achilles assuming a female disguise have a thematic relevance to Edgar Allan Poe's "The Murders in 

the Rue Morgue." These lines are significant in the context of the story's exploration of human 

curiosity, the unknown, and the unexpected. They emphasize the idea that even though certain 

mysteries may seem unsolvable, they are not entirely beyond speculation and conjecture. Let's delve 

into the relevance of these lines to the general theme of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue": 

1. Human Curiosity and the Unsolvable: 

In "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," the focus is on a seemingly unsolvable mystery of gruesome 

murders. The detective Dupin's methodical investigation seeks to unravel a puzzle that appears 

baffling to the authorities. The mention of the Sirens' songs and Achilles' disguise highlights the 

enduring human curiosity to explore the unknown and solve complex puzzles. 

2. Speculation and Conjecture: 

The lines suggest that even though certain questions may be puzzling, they are not entirely beyond 

the realm of speculation and educated guessing. This resonates with Dupin's method of solving the 

mystery in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." He engages in thoughtful analysis, speculation, and 

deduction to arrive at solutions that may not be immediately obvious. 

3. Intellectual Pursuit of Truth: 

The lines from "Urn Burial" align with Dupin's intellectual pursuit of truth and his reliance on logic 

and reason. Dupin's deduction process mirrors the notion that even complex and enigmatic 

questions can be approached through thoughtful examination, much like the scholars pondering the 

Sirens' songs or Achilles' disguise. 

4. Exploration of the Mind and Imagination: 

Edgar Allan Poe's story explores the workings of the human mind and imagination. Just as the lines 

mention speculating about the songs of the Sirens and Achilles' actions, Dupin's deductive process 

involves thinking beyond the obvious and considering various possibilities to arrive at the truth. 



 

 

5. Mysterious and Intriguing Elements: 

The lines evoke a sense of mystery and intrigue, much like the mystery that surrounds the murders in 

Poe's story. The inclusion of these lines in the context of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" sets a 

tone of curiosity, intellectual exploration, and the pursuit of hidden truths. 

In conclusion, the lines from Sir Thomas Browne's "Urn Burial" about the Sirens' songs and Achilles' 

disguise align with the thematic elements of human curiosity, speculation, and intellectual 

exploration found in Edgar Allan Poe's "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." These lines reinforce the 

idea that even complex mysteries can be approached through conjecture and thoughtful analysis, 

reflecting the detective Dupin's methodical approach to solving the enigmatic murders in the story. 

 

 

Q5. Murder mysteries seek to restore order with the discovery of the criminal and the solving of 

the crime. Examine this statement in the context of any one of the texts that you have studied in 

this paper. 

Ans. let's examine the statement "Murder mysteries seek to restore order with the discovery of the 

criminal and the solving of the crime" in the context of Agatha Christie's novel "Murder on the Orient 

Express." This classic mystery novel is a prime example of how the resolution of a crime serves to 

restore order within the narrative. 

1. Introduction of Disorder: 

At the beginning of "Murder on the Orient Express," the murder of Ratchett (alias Cassetti) disrupts 

the order and tranquility of the train journey. The crime shatters the passengers' sense of security 

and introduces a state of chaos and suspicion. 

2. Chaotic Elements: 

The investigation that follows reveals a complex web of secrets, motives, and potential suspects 

among the passengers. This chaos is evident through the diverse backgrounds, personalities, and 

potential connections of the characters. 

3. Restoration of Order Through Investigation: 

As detective Hercule Poirot takes charge of the investigation, the narrative follows his meticulous 

approach to solving the crime. Poirot's methodical gathering of evidence, interviews with suspects, 

and analysis of alibis represent an attempt to restore order to the disrupted setting. 

4. Uncovering Truths: 

The process of unraveling the mystery reveals hidden truths about each passenger's connection to 

the crime. Poirot's pursuit of the truth mirrors the narrative's larger aim of restoring a sense of order 

and justice to the situation. 

5. Final Revelation and Resolution: 

In the climax, Poirot unveils the surprising solution to the mystery, revealing that multiple passengers 

participated in the murder as an act of collective justice against the criminal. This revelation ties 

together the individual stories and motives, providing closure to the narrative's chaotic elements. 



 

 

6. Restoring Moral Order: 

The resolution of the crime in "Murder on the Orient Express" serves to restore a sense of moral 

order. While the actions of the passengers are morally complex, they are driven by a shared belief in 

justice, which contrasts with the lack of justice Cassetti faced in the past. 

7. Reestablishment of Normalcy: 

By identifying the criminals and understanding their motivations, the narrative reestablishes a 

semblance of normalcy and routine on the train. The passengers, who were once suspects and 

fearful, can now resume their journey with a sense of closure and safety. 

8. Reflection on Justice and Morality: 

The conclusion of the novel also invites readers to contemplate the nature of justice, morality, and 

the complexities of right and wrong. The act of restoring order is not only about solving the crime 

but also about addressing larger ethical questions. 

In "Murder on the Orient Express," Agatha Christie's intricate plot and Poirot's meticulous 

investigation work in tandem to restore order by uncovering the truth, revealing hidden 

connections, and providing a resolution to the chaotic events. The restoration of order aligns with 

the fundamental structure of murder mysteries, where the detective's efforts lead to the restoration 

of justice and equilibrium to the narrative world. 

 

 

Q6. What constitutes the appeal of detective fiction? Elucidate with the help of any two texts in 

your course. 

Ans. The appeal of detective fiction lies in its ability to engage readers with compelling mysteries, 

intricate puzzles, and the intellectual challenge of solving crimes. It offers a combination of suspense, 

problem-solving, and exploration of human psychology. Let's elucidate this appeal with the help of 

two texts: "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" by Arthur Conan Doyle and "The Maltese Falcon" 

by Dashiell Hammett. 

1. Intriguing Mysteries and Puzzles: 

Detective fiction is known for presenting intricate mysteries that pique readers' curiosity. In "The 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes," each story features a unique puzzle that demands the reader's 

attention. For instance, in "The Adventure of the Speckled Band," readers are drawn into the enigma 

of a woman's death and her last words about a "speckled band." The desire to unravel these 

mysteries keeps readers engaged. 

In "The Maltese Falcon," the central mystery revolves around the search for the elusive Maltese 

Falcon statue. The enigma of the statue's history, value, and authenticity forms a complex puzzle that 

draws readers into the narrative as they, like the characters, attempt to decipher its significance. 

2. Intellectual Challenge and Problem-Solving: 

Detective fiction offers readers the opportunity to engage in problem-solving alongside the 

detective. In "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes," readers are invited to follow the deductive 



 

 

reasoning of Sherlock Holmes. As Holmes pieces together clues, readers are encouraged to actively 

think and speculate, attempting to solve the mystery before the detective does. 

In "The Maltese Falcon," detective Sam Spade's sharp observations and interactions with various 

characters require readers to analyze motives, statements, and actions to uncover the truth. This 

engagement with the narrative stimulates readers' intellectual faculties and satisfies their curiosity. 

3. Exploration of Human Psychology: 

Detective fiction often delves into the complexities of human behavior, motivations, and psychology. 

In "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes," Holmes's keen understanding of human nature allows him 

to deduce intricate details about individuals based on seemingly minor observations. This exploration 

of psychology adds depth to the characters and the overall narrative. 

In "The Maltese Falcon," the characters' motivations and allegiances are shrouded in mystery. The 

story's exploration of greed, ambition, and trust provides insights into the darker aspects of human 

nature and interpersonal dynamics. 

4. Suspense and Tension: 

Detective fiction creates suspense by withholding information, posing questions, and introducing 

unexpected twists. In "The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes," as Holmes and Watson uncover clues 

and gradually approach the truth, readers experience a sense of anticipation and tension. 

Similarly, in "The Maltese Falcon," the shifting allegiances and hidden agendas of the characters 

contribute to a tense atmosphere. The uncertainty of who can be trusted and the looming threat of 

danger add to the suspenseful appeal. 

In conclusion, the appeal of detective fiction lies in its ability to provide intriguing mysteries, 

intellectual challenges, insights into human nature, and a suspenseful atmosphere. "The Adventures 

of Sherlock Holmes" and "The Maltese Falcon" exemplify these elements, engaging readers in the 

thrill of solving puzzles, uncovering truths, and navigating the intricate webs of mystery and intrigue. 


