Sociology of Gender PYQ 2021

Q1. Examine the statement that Feminist anthropology is merely a branch of mainstream
anthropology.

Ans. The statement that "Feminist anthropology is merely a branch of mainstream anthropology"
raises important questions about the relationship between feminist anthropology and the broader
field of anthropology. While it's true that feminist anthropology emerged as a response to the
limitations of traditional anthropology and sought to address gender biases and inequalities, it is
important to critically examine whether it is truly a distinct and independent field or if it remains
subsumed under mainstream anthropology. Let's explore both perspectives:

Feminist Anthropology as a Branch of Mainstream Anthropology:

Incorporation of Gender: Some critics argue that feminist anthropology, while focusing on gender
issues, is still within the broader framework of mainstream anthropology. It is seen as a specialization
that adds a gender lens to existing anthropological research without fundamentally altering the
field's core concepts and methodologies.

Marginalization: Feminist anthropology may be marginalized within the discipline, with some
arguing that it is treated as a subfield rather than an equal partner. This marginalization can limit the
influence of feminist perspectives on mainstream anthropological theories and practices.

Continued Gender Bias: Despite efforts to address gender bias, mainstream anthropology might still
perpetuate androcentric (male-centered) perspectives and exclude feminist perspectives from
central debates.

Feminist Anthropology.as an Independent Field:

Challenging Paradigms: Feminist anthropology has challenged and transformed the traditional
paradigms of anthropology. It challenges the male-centered perspectives and methodologies that
were once dominant in the field, leading to a reevaluation of existing theories and methods.

Intersectionality: Feminist anthropology often emphasizes intersectionality—the interconnectedness
of gender with other social identities like race, class, and ethnicity. This emphasis on intersectionality
adds depth and complexity to anthropological analyses.

Shift in Research Focus: Feminist anthropology focuses on previously marginalized issues such as
reproductive rights, domestic labor, and gender-based violence. This shift expands the scope of
anthropological inquiry beyond traditional topics.

Methodological Innovation: Feminist anthropology has introduced new research methodologies,
including participatory research, autoethnography, and collaborative approaches, which have
influenced research practices across anthropology.

Diverse Voices: Feminist anthropology emphasizes the importance of diverse voices and experiences,
contributing to a more inclusive and representative anthropology that challenges the homogeneity
of mainstream perspectives.



Reconceptualizing Concepts: Feminist anthropology has prompted the reconceptualization of
fundamental anthropological concepts like kinship, identity, and power in ways that are more
attuned to gender dynamics and power relations.

In conclusion, whether feminist anthropology is merely a branch of mainstream anthropology or an
independent field is a nuanced debate. While feminist anthropology has emerged as a distinct and
transformative approach that challenges traditional anthropological paradigms, it also exists within
the broader context of anthropology. The degree of integration, influence, and impact that feminist
anthropology has on mainstream anthropology varies and is subject to ongoing discussions within
the discipline.

Q2. Critically examine the view that gender is socially constructed.

Ans. The view that gender is socially constructed is a foundational concept in gender studies and
social sciences. It argues that gender identity and roles are not solely determined by biological
differences but are shaped by social, cultural, and historical contexts. While this perspective has been
widely embraced and has led to significant insights into the complexities of gender, it has also faced
criticism and debates. Let's critically examine the view that gender is socially constructed:

Support for the Social Construction of Gender:

Cultural Variation: The variation in gender roles and expectations across cultures and historical
periods suggests that gender is not universally determined by biology but is influenced by cultural
norms and practices.

Historical Changes: Historical changes in gender roles, such as shifts in women's rights and changing
perceptions of masculinity, illustrate that notions of gender are not fixed but evolve over time.

Cross-Gender Identification: Instances of individuals identifying as a gender different from their
assigned sex and cultures recognizing multiple genders indicate that gender identity is not solely
based on biological characteristics.

Socialization: The process of socialization, through which individuals learn gender norms, behaviors,
and expectations; highlights the role of societal influences in shaping one's gender identity and
expression.

Intersectionality: The concept of intersectionality emphasizes that various social identities (race,
class, ethnicity,.etc.) intersect to shape experiences and identities. This perspective underscores the
complex interplay of social factors in constructing gender.

Critiques and Debates:

Biological Factors: Critics argue that biology plays a role in shaping gender differences. They point to
hormonal and genetic influences that contribute to differences in physical attributes and behaviors.

Essentialism: Some critics caution against reducing gender to purely social construction, as it might
overlook inherent biological and psychological differences between sexes.



Universal Aspects: Certain gender roles and norms might have universal aspects due to shared
human experiences and needs, challenging the idea that all aspects of gender are socially
constructed.

Reinforcement of Binary: Some argue that the focus on social construction can inadvertently
reinforce a binary understanding of gender, neglecting non-binary and transgender experiences.

Agency and Choice: Critics contend that the social construction perspective can overlook individual
agency and choice in how people construct their own gender identities and roles.

Evolutionary Perspectives: Evolutionary psychology suggests that certain gender behaviors and roles
might have evolved due to their adaptive benefits.

Complexity and Interaction:

The debate over whether gender is entirely socially constructed or influenced by biology is nuanced.
It's important to recognize that gender is a complex interplay of biology, culture, socialization,
individual agency, and historical context. While many aspects of gender are shaped by social
construction, biological factors also play a role.

Furthermore, the view that gender is socially constructed doesn't diminish its significance; instead, it
underscores the power of societal norms and the potential for change and transformation.

Q3. Discuss how ritual and cultural texts encourage socialisation into gender.

Ans. Rituals and cultural texts play a significant role in the process of socialization into gender roles
and norms. They transmit and reinforce cultural expectations regarding how individuals should
behave, present themselves, and relate to others based on their assigned gender. These rituals and
texts serve as powerful mechanisms for conveying and perpetuating societal ideas about masculinity
and femininity. Here's how rituals and cultural texts encourage socialization into gender:

1. Reinforcement of Gender Norms:

Rituals and cultural texts often reinforce traditional gender norms by depicting and celebrating
certain behaviors and traits associated with masculinity and femininity. For example, religious rituals
might assign specific roles to men and women, reinforcing gender-based divisions of labor and
responsibilities.

2. Symbolism and Imagery:

Rituals and cultural texts often use symbols, images, and narratives to represent idealized gender
roles. These symbols can convey messages about what is considered appropriate or expected
behavior for individuals of a particular gender.

3. Rites of Passage:

Rituals related to major life transitions, such as puberty, marriage, and childbirth, often reinforce
gender roles by emphasizing the expected behaviors and roles for individuals entering new phases of
life. These rituals mark the transition from one gender-specific role to another.

4. Cultural Stories and Myths:



Cultural texts, including stories, myths, and legends, often depict gendered characters and their roles
in society. These narratives can reinforce traditional gender norms by presenting characters who
embody and perpetuate societal expectations.

5. Gendered Dress and Appearance:

Rituals and cultural texts often prescribe specific dress codes and appearance standards based on
gender. For instance, rituals may require specific clothing for men and women, reinforcing societal
ideas about appropriate attire.

6. Role Modeling and Imitation:

Rituals often involve role modeling, where individuals learn how to perform gender-specific
behaviors by observing and imitating their elders or others in their community.

7. Social Acceptance and Recognition:

Participating in rituals and conforming to cultural texts' expectations of gender roles can lead to
social acceptance and recognition. This reinforcement encourages individuals to continue adhering
to gender norms to maintain their sense of belonging within their’‘community.

8. Reproduction of Norms:

Cultural texts, including media, literature, and art, play a role inreproducing and perpetuating
gender norms by presenting characters and stories that reflect societal expectations.

9. Rituals of Affiliation:

Rituals often emphasize gender differences|in affiliation groups, such as fraternities or sororities,
reinforcing notions of masculinity and femininity within these exclusive spaces.

10. Transformational Rituals:

Certain rituals involve transformation or initiation, and these experiences can reinforce gender
norms by explicitly teaching individuals about the behaviors and roles expected of them as they
transition into a new stage of life or status.

In summary, rituals and cultural texts are powerful tools for socializing individuals into gender roles
and norms. They.convey expectations about appropriate behavior, appearance, and roles for
individuals based on their gender. By participating in and internalizing these rituals and texts,
individuals are socialized into their respective gender roles and contribute to the maintenance of
societal ideas about/masculinity and femininity.

Q4. With the help of illustrations examine how family and domesticity become agents of
exploitation of women.

Ans. Family and domesticity, while often associated with nurturing and care, can also become agents
of exploitation for women due to deeply ingrained gender norms and unequal power dynamics. The
following illustrations highlight how these seemingly benign aspects of life can contribute to the
exploitation of women:

lllustration 1: Unequal Division of Household Labor



In many households, the responsibility for domestic chores and caregiving falls disproportionately on
women, even when they are also engaged in paid work outside the home. This unequal division of
household labor can lead to women being overburdened and having limited time for personal
pursuits or career advancement.

Scenario:

Imagine a working mother who comes home from her job, only to find herself responsible for
cooking dinner, cleaning, helping children with homework, and managing other household tasks. Her
partner, although also working, expects her to take on these responsibilities due to societal
expectations of women's roles.

Impact:

This unequal distribution of domestic labor not only prevents the woman from fully participating in
the workforce but also perpetuates traditional gender roles, limiting her opportunities for personal
growth and self-fulfillment.

lllustration 2: Economic Dependence and Control

In many societies, women's economic dependence on male family members can make them
vulnerable to exploitation and control. This dependence can stem from norms that discourage
women from pursuing education and careers or from unequal pay and opportunities in the
workforce.

Scenario:

Consider a woman who stays in an_ abusive relationship because she lacks financial independence.
Her partner controls the family's finances and uses this power to maintain dominance over her.

Impact:

Economic dependence limits a woman's agency and choices, leaving her trapped in situations of
abuse or exploitation. It reinforces unequal power dynamics and perpetuates gender-based violence.

lllustration 3: Reproductive Labor and Motherhood Penalty

The societal expectation that women will fulfill the role of primary caregivers can lead to what is
known as the "motherhood penalty." This refers to the disadvantages women face in terms of career
advancement and wages due to their caregiving responsibilities.

Scenario:

Imagine a woman who takes time off work to raise her children. When she returns to the workforce,
she finds herself in a lower-paying job with fewer opportunities for advancement compared to her
male colleagues.

Impact:

The motherhood penalty penalizes women for fulfilling their roles as caregivers, resulting in reduced
economic opportunities and reinforcing the notion that women's primary place is in the home.

lllustration 4: Forced Marriage and Traditional Gender Norms



In some cultures, family and domesticity are used to enforce traditional gender norms and practices,
often through forced marriages or early marriages. These practices limit women's autonomy and
perpetuate harmful gender dynamics.

Scenario:

Consider a young girl who is forced into marriage against her will due to societal pressures. Her role
in the marriage is primarily as a homemabker, and she is denied the opportunity to pursue education
or personal aspirations.

Impact:

Forced marriages and traditional gender norms rob women of their agency and can subject them to a
life of limited opportunities and control by male family members.

In summary, family and domesticity can become agents of exploitation for women when they are
used to reinforce unequal gender norms, limit economic opportunities, perpetuate dependence, and
deny women agency. Addressing these forms of exploitation requires challenging traditional gender
roles, promoting women's economic empowerment, and advocating for policies that support equal
distribution of domestic labor and caregiving responsibilities.

Q5. Critically examine the position of cultural relativism with respect to Muslim women.

Ans. Cultural relativism is an anthropological principle that suggests that cultural practices and
beliefs should be understood within the context of their own cultural framework rather than being
judged by the standards of one's own culture. When applied to the position of Muslim women,
cultural relativism has been‘both. praised for.its sensitivity to diverse cultural practices and criticized
for potentially perpetuating human rights violations and gender inequalities. Let's critically examine
the position of cultural relativism with respect to Muslim women:

Support for Cultural Relativism:

Respect for Diversity: Cultural relativism acknowledges the diversity of cultural practices and beliefs
across societies: It avoids imposing one's own cultural norms and values on others, promoting
cultural understanding and acceptance.

Avoiding Ethnocentrism: Cultural relativism prevents ethnocentrism, where one's own culture is
viewed as superior.to others. This approach is important for fostering intercultural dialogue and
mutual respect.

Challenging Western Bias: Cultural relativism challenges Western-centric perspectives that often
overlook the historical, social, and religious contexts that shape practices in non-Western societies,
including those of Muslim women.

Recognition of Agency: Cultural relativism recognizes that individuals within a culture have agency
and may engage in practices for reasons beyond coercion. It avoids oversimplifying complex cultural
practices.

Critiques of Cultural Relativism:



Human Rights Concerns: Critics argue that cultural relativism can be used to justify practices that
violate fundamental human rights, such as gender-based violence, child marriage, and female genital
mutilation, under the guise of cultural preservation.

Gender Inequalities: Applying cultural relativism without considering gender dynamics can
perpetuate unequal power relations and discrimination against women, especially in contexts where
traditional practices disadvantage them.

Universal Values: Some argue that certain rights, such as gender equality and bodily autonomy,
should be considered universal and non-negotiable, regardless of cultural context.

Cherry-Picking: Cultural relativism can sometimes be invoked selectively to justify certain practices
while ignoring others, depending on the convenience of the argument.

External Pressure: Critics worry that cultural relativism can lead to inaction in addressing human
rights abuses, particularly when governments use cultural preservation as an'excuse to resist
international pressure for reform.

Complexity of Application:

The application of cultural relativism to the position of Muslim women'is complex due to the
diversity within the Muslim community and the different ways cultural practices interact with
religious interpretations. It's essential to approach the issue with nuance and consider multiple
factors, including human rights, women's agency, and religious interpretations.

Balancing Act:

Balancing cultural relativism with the protection of universal' human rights is a delicate task. While
cultural sensitivity is important, it should not come at the expense of gender equality, autonomy, and
well-being. The critical examination of cultural practices should be conducted in a way that respects
local contexts while upholding fundamental rights and principles.

Q6. Discuss the key concerns of women’s movements in India after independence.

Ans. After India gained independence in 1947, women's movements in the country continued to
advocate for gender equality, social justice, and the empowerment of women. These movements
addressed a wide range of concerns and challenges faced by women in different spheres of life. Here
are some key concerns of women's movements in India after independence:

1. Gender Equality and Legal Reforms:

Women's movements advocated for legal reforms that aimed to eliminate discriminatory practices
and promote gender equality. One of the major successes was the passage of the Hindu Succession
Act in 1956, which granted daughters equal inheritance rights. The movement also focused on issues
like dowry, child marriage, and polygamy.

2. Violence Against Women:

Women's movements highlighted the pervasive issue of violence against women, including domestic
violence, dowry-related violence, and sexual harassment. The movement played a significant role in



pushing for legal changes, leading to the enactment of laws such as the Dowry Prohibition Act and
the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act.

3. Political Representation:

The women's movement advocated for increased political representation of women at all levels of
governance. This led to constitutional amendments that reserved seats for women in local bodies
(Panchayats and Municipalities) and increased awareness about the importance of women's
participation in politics.

4. Women's Health and Reproductive Rights:

Women's movements emphasized the need for better healthcare access, reproductive rights, and
family planning. These movements aimed to improve maternal and child health, promote family
planning, and address issues related to reproductive health and maternal mortality.

5. Economic Empowerment:

Women's movements highlighted economic inequalities and advocated for women's economic
empowerment. They worked towards improving women's access to education, job opportunities,
equal pay, and skill development.

6. Education and Literacy:

Promoting education and literacy among women was a central concern of women's movements. The
movement focused on removing barriers to girls' education, increasing access to quality education,
and addressing issues such as dropouts and early marriage.

7. Environmental Concerns:

Women's movements recognized the impact of environmental degradation on women's lives and
livelihoods. They highlighted issues like deforestation, water scarcity, and pollution, emphasizing the
need for sustainable development that takes gender perspectives into account.

8. Representation in Media and Arts:

The women's movement advocated for improved representation of women in media, arts, and
literature. They challenged harmful stereotypes and promoted the portrayal of women's diverse
experiences and achievements.

9. Dalit and Adivasi Women's Rights:

The women's. movement acknowledged the intersection of gender with caste and tribe. Movements
worked to address the specific challenges faced by Dalit and Adivasi women and sought to amplify
their voices within the broader feminist discourse.

10. LGBTQ+ Rights:

In recent years, women's movements have expanded their focus to include LGBTQ+ rights. They
advocate for recognition and rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals,
acknowledging the intersectionality of gender and sexual identities.

These concerns reflect the multifaceted nature of women's movements in India after independence.
The movements have sought to address a wide range of issues, from legal reforms to cultural shifts,
aiming to create a more just and equitable society for women.



