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Q1. For Durkheim, the division into sacred and profane is a necessary precondition for religious 

beliefs. Elaborate.  

Ans. Émile Durkheim, a prominent French sociologist, argued that the division between the sacred 

and the profane is a fundamental concept for understanding the origins and nature of religious 

beliefs in society. In his seminal work "The Elementary Forms of Religious Life," Durkheim posited 

that this division serves as a necessary precondition for the development and persistence of religious 

beliefs. Let's elaborate on this concept: 

1. Sacred and Profane Division: 

Durkheim distinguished between the sacred and the profane as two distinct realms that organize 

human experience. The sacred refers to elements that are regarded as extraordinary, supernatural, 

and endowed with a transcendent quality. The profane, on the other hand, pertains to the everyday, 

mundane, and ordinary aspects of life. 

2. Significance of Division: 

According to Durkheim, the division between the sacred and the profane is essential for the 

emergence of religious beliefs and practices. This division provides a framework that allows 

individuals and communities to create a collective consciousness around shared beliefs, rituals, and 

symbols. 

3. Collective Representation: 

Religious beliefs are not merely personal opinions; they are collective representations that bind 

individuals within a society. The distinction between the sacred and the profane provides a symbolic 

language through which these collective representations are communicated. 

4. Social Integration: 

Durkheim believed that the sacred-profane division contributes to social integration by fostering a 

sense of community and reinforcing social bonds. When individuals come together to participate in 

sacred rituals and activities, they experience a sense of unity and shared identity. 

5. Rituals and Collective Effervescence: 

Sacred rituals, often involving communal gatherings, generate a powerful emotional and spiritual 

experience known as "collective effervescence." These rituals create a sense of awe, heightened 

emotion, and a feeling of connection to the transcendent. 

6. Rituals as a Microcosm: 

Durkheim saw religious rituals as microcosms that reflect and reinforce the fundamental divisions 

and order of society. Through rituals, individuals enact the sacred-profane division, reinforcing their 

understanding of social roles, norms, and values. 

7. Representation of Social Order: 



 

The sacred is often associated with societal values and norms, while the profane represents the 

everyday activities necessary for survival. This division reflects the larger social order and serves as a 

moral compass for individuals. 

8. Solidarity and Cohesion: 

Durkheim argued that religious beliefs and practices help maintain social solidarity and cohesion. The 

shared experiences of the sacred foster a sense of belonging and shared purpose, contributing to 

social stability. 

In summary, Durkheim's idea that the division between the sacred and the profane is a necessary 

precondition for religious beliefs highlights the role of collective consciousness, ritual, and social 

integration in the development of religious systems. By creating a framework that organizes human 

experiences and values, the sacred-profane division forms the basis for religious beliefs that provide 

meaning, coherence, and unity within societies. 

 

 

Q2. How does Weber link the Protestant Ethic with the spirit of rationalised wealth accumulation.  

Ans. Max Weber, a renowned sociologist, explored the link between the Protestant Ethic and the 

spirit of rationalized wealth accumulation in his seminal work "The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 

Capitalism." In this work, Weber examined how certain Protestant religious beliefs, particularly those 

of the Calvinist tradition, contributed to the emergence of a distinct ethos that encouraged 

individuals to pursue economic success and rationalized wealth accumulation. Here's how Weber 

made this connection: 

1. Doctrine of Predestination: 

Weber focused on Calvinism, specifically the doctrine of predestination, which taught that God had 

already determined an individual's salvation or damnation before their birth. This doctrine created 

an atmosphere of uncertainty regarding one's salvation. People sought "signs" of their salvation, 

such as material success and economic prosperity, as indicators that they were among the "elect" 

chosen by God. 

2. Asceticism and Discipline: 

Calvinism emphasized asceticism, self-discipline, and a strong work ethic. The idea was that engaging 

in productive labor and responsible management of resources was a sign of one's devotion to God. 

This ascetic lifestyle involved frugality, self-denial, and the avoidance of worldly pleasures. 

3. Calling and Vocation: 

Weber introduced the concept of the "calling" or vocation, which referred to the idea that individuals 

should view their work as a way to serve God. Engaging in one's occupation diligently and 

successfully was seen as a religious duty. This perspective transformed mundane, everyday work into 

a spiritual endeavor. 

4. Rationalized Work Ethic: 

The combination of predestination, asceticism, and the idea of the calling led to a rationalized work 

ethic. Individuals saw economic success and wealth accumulation as a means to fulfill their religious 



 

obligations and secure their place among the elect. Hard work, diligence, and efficient resource 

management were seen as moral imperatives. 

5. Capital Accumulation and Investment: 

Weber argued that this rationalized work ethic laid the foundation for the emergence of capitalism. 

The emphasis on disciplined work and the rational use of resources facilitated the accumulation of 

capital. Instead of indulging in immediate consumption, individuals reinvested their profits to expand 

their businesses and generate more wealth. 

6. Rationalization and Calculability: 

The spirit of rationalized wealth accumulation was closely tied to the rationalization of economic 

activities. Individuals approached economic decisions with calculated strategies and a focus on 

efficiency. This rationalization led to the development of modern business practices and the pursuit 

of profit maximization. 

7. Impact on Capitalism: 

Weber contended that the Protestant Ethic played a significant role in shaping the spirit of 

capitalism. The rationalized pursuit of economic success, disciplined work ethic, and emphasis on 

rational calculation contributed to the emergence of a capitalist ethos that prioritized accumulation, 

innovation, and economic growth. 

In essence, Weber's argument was that the religious beliefs and practices of the Protestant Ethic 

created a cultural and psychological framework that facilitated the emergence of capitalism. The 

emphasis on rationalized wealth accumulation, disciplined work, and the moral significance of 

economic success influenced the development of modern economic practices and contributed to the 

growth of capitalism in Western societies. 

 

 

Q3. Examine the conception of magic, science and religion in western anthropological thought. 

Ans. The concepts of magic, science, and religion have been central to Western anthropological 

thought, particularly in the study of cultures and societies around the world. These categories have 

been used to understand how different societies explain and interact with the world, and they 

often reflect the varying ways in which people perceive and engage with the supernatural, natural 

phenomena, and the cosmos. Let's examine the conception of magic, science, and religion in 

Western anthropological thought: 

1. Magic: 

Magic is often associated with practices that aim to manipulate supernatural forces to achieve 

desired outcomes. Early anthropologists like Sir James Frazer and Edward Tylor distinguished magic 

from religion by emphasizing its instrumental and pragmatic nature. Magic was seen as a set of 

rituals and actions performed to directly influence events, regardless of the presence of deities or 

spirits. Magic was considered a primitive form of causality, where specific actions led to specific 

outcomes. 

2. Religion: 



 

Religion is a complex category encompassing various beliefs, rituals, and practices that connect 

individuals or communities to the sacred, divine, or supernatural. Anthropologists like E.B. Tylor and 

Bronisław Malinowski highlighted the role of religion in addressing uncertainties, providing 

explanations for natural phenomena, and fostering social cohesion. Religion involves beliefs in higher 

powers, spiritual beings, and transcendent forces that often shape ethical and moral values. 

3. Science: 

The categorization of science within Western anthropological thought has evolved over time. Early 

anthropologists tended to contrast science with magic and religion, viewing science as a rational and 

systematic way of understanding the natural world through empirical observation and 

experimentation. However, this distinction has become more nuanced in contemporary 

anthropology. Scholars like Bruno Latour and David Hess have explored the cultural and social 

dimensions of scientific practices, highlighting that scientific knowledge is also shaped by social 

factors, power dynamics, and cultural contexts. 

4. Blurred Boundaries: 

While the categories of magic, science, and religion were initially seen as discrete, anthropologists 

later recognized that these categories often intersect and overlap in different cultural contexts. Many 

rituals and practices that were labeled as "magical" by early anthropologists are deeply embedded in 

religious and cultural traditions. Additionally, scientific practices can have ritualistic aspects, and 

religious beliefs may incorporate elements of empirical observation and explanation. 

5. Cultural Relativity: 

Modern anthropologists emphasize cultural relativity when analyzing magic, science, and religion. 

They recognize that these categories are not fixed and universal but are shaped by specific cultural 

worldviews and historical contexts. Anthropologists strive to avoid ethnocentric judgments and seek 

to understand how different societies conceptualize and practice magic, science, and religion. 

In conclusion, the conception of magic, science, and religion in Western anthropological thought has 

evolved over time, reflecting changing paradigms and growing recognition of cultural complexity. 

While these categories were once seen as distinct, contemporary anthropologists acknowledge their 

interplay and cultural relativity. This recognition underscores the importance of understanding how 

societies across the world interpret and engage with the supernatural, natural phenomena, and the 

cosmos in diverse and meaningful ways. 

 

 

Q4. Does secular politics require the abolition of religion? Explain with respect to Marx.  

Ans. Secular politics does not necessarily require the outright abolition of religion. This perspective is 

particularly evident in the writings of Karl Marx, who envisioned a society where religion would 

eventually decline naturally as a result of socioeconomic changes rather than being forcefully 

abolished. Marx's view on religion and its role in secular politics is complex and nuanced. Let's delve 

into this perspective: 

Marx's Critique of Religion: 

Marx famously described religion as the "opium of the people," suggesting that it functions as a form 

of ideological control that distracts individuals from the harsh realities of their material conditions. 



 

He argued that religion, along with other forms of ideology, serves to legitimize and perpetuate the 

existing social order, which often leads to exploitation and inequality. 

Role of Religion in Secular Politics: 

While Marx was critical of religion's role in maintaining social inequality and exploitation, he did not 

advocate for its immediate abolition through coercive measures. Instead, he believed that as 

societies progressed and achieved material abundance through the development of productive 

forces, religion's hold over people's minds would naturally weaken. 

Historical Materialism: 

Marx's theory of historical materialism posits that societal changes are driven by material conditions, 

including the modes of production, class struggles, and the development of productive forces. As 

societies transition from feudalism to capitalism and eventually to socialism, Marx believed that 

religion's influence would wane. 

Transformation of Consciousness: 

Marx anticipated that as class consciousness grew among the working class and as they became 

aware of their exploitation, religion's grip on their minds would loosen. The focus on material 

conditions and collective struggle would gradually replace the need for religious solace and 

explanations. 

Social Transformation: 

For Marx, the primary goal was the transformation of the socioeconomic structure from capitalism to 

socialism. He believed that addressing the root causes of inequality and exploitation would pave the 

way for the withering away of religion. 

State and Religion: 

In terms of secular politics, Marx advocated for the separation of church and state. He believed that 

the state should not be influenced or controlled by religious institutions, as this could undermine the 

potential for social change. 

In summary, Marx did not explicitly call for the abolition of religion through secular politics. Instead, 

he envisioned that the natural progression of societal development, driven by changes in material 

conditions and class consciousness, would lead to the eventual decline of religion. His focus was 

primarily on addressing socioeconomic inequality and transforming the economic and political 

structures. While Marx's perspective on religion was critical, his approach to secular politics centered 

on creating the conditions for social transformation rather than forcibly abolishing religious beliefs 

and practices. 

 

 

Q5. Examine Donald E. Smith’s views on the evolution and importance of the secular State. 

Ans. Donald E. Smith, a political scientist and scholar, has contributed significantly to the study of 

secularism and the role of the secular state. His views shed light on the evolution and importance of 

the secular state in modern societies. Smith's work emphasizes the separation of religion from the 



 

state, the protection of individual freedoms, and the promotion of a diverse and inclusive public 

sphere. Let's examine some of his key views on this topic: 

1. Separation of Religion and State: 

Smith emphasizes the importance of separating religion and state to ensure a clear distinction 

between religious authority and political governance. He argues that this separation is essential for 

upholding democratic principles, preventing religious domination, and protecting the rights of 

citizens to practice their beliefs freely. 

2. Protection of Individual Freedoms: 

Smith highlights that a secular state is crucial for safeguarding individual freedoms of conscience, 

belief, and expression. In a secular framework, the state refrains from endorsing or favoring any 

particular religion, allowing individuals to exercise their right to hold diverse religious or non-

religious beliefs without fear of discrimination or coercion. 

3. Equal Treatment of Citizens: 

Smith's views emphasize that a secular state treats all citizens equally, regardless of their religious or 

non-religious affiliations. This ensures that public policies and laws are not influenced by religious 

doctrines that may marginalize certain groups based on their beliefs. 

4. Inclusive Public Sphere: 

According to Smith, a secular state helps create an inclusive public sphere where diverse voices can 

participate in civic discourse without being overshadowed by any particular religious perspective. 

This promotes social cohesion, tolerance, and the accommodation of various cultural and religious 

identities. 

5. Limiting Religious Influence in Politics: 

Smith argues that a secular state curbs the influence of religious groups on political decision-making, 

preventing religious dogma from shaping public policies that affect everyone. This separation fosters 

a rational, evidence-based approach to governance. 

6. Historical Evolution of the Secular State: 

Smith's work traces the historical evolution of the secular state, examining how it emerged in 

response to religious conflicts and the need to establish a neutral ground for governance. He 

analyzes the transformations in Western societies that led to the gradual separation of religion and 

political authority. 

7. Challenges and Realities: 

Smith acknowledges that the implementation of secularism faces challenges, particularly in societies 

where religion plays a significant role in public life. He recognizes that the secular state does not 

necessarily eliminate religious influence entirely, but rather seeks to minimize its impact on 

governance and uphold the rights of all citizens. 

In essence, Donald E. Smith's views emphasize the importance of the secular state as a framework 

that ensures religious freedom, individual rights, and the separation of religious and political 

authority. His work underscores the role of the secular state in maintaining a just and inclusive 



 

society that accommodates diverse belief systems while upholding democratic principles and 

protecting citizens from religious coercion or discrimination. 

 

 

Q6. write short notes on the following:  

i) Time reckoning system among the Nuer.  

ii) Ritual complex of Coorgs  

iii) Bodily asymmetry and symbolism of right and left hand  

iv) myth 

Ans. i) Time Reckoning System among the Nuer: 

The Nuer, a Nilotic ethnic group in South Sudan, have a unique time reckoning system based on their 

cattle-centric lifestyle. Their calendar revolves around the cattle, with months named after significant 

events in cattle herding. For example, "Dit" refers to the time when cattle give birth, "Gaat" is the 

period of abundant grazing, and "Bak" is the dry season when cattle are moved closer to water 

sources. This demonstrates how the Nuer's livelihood and cultural practices shape their perception 

of time. 

ii) Ritual Complex of Coorgs: 

The Coorgs, an indigenous community in the Kodagu district of India, have a rich ritual complex that 

reflects their cultural and social life. One prominent ritual is the "Kailpodhu" or "Puttari" festival, 

which celebrates the harvest season. Another significant ritual is the "Kunde Habba," dedicated to 

worshipping weapons and commemorating ancestors. These rituals not only have religious 

significance but also play a vital role in maintaining social cohesion and identity among the Coorgs. 

iii) Bodily Asymmetry and Symbolism of Right and Left Hand: 

The symbolism of the right and left hand varies across cultures. In many societies, the right hand is 

associated with positivity, cleanliness, and social acceptance, while the left hand may be associated 

with negativity or impurity. This is evident in gestures such as handshakes and the cultural 

prohibition of using the left hand for certain actions like eating. These symbolisms often have deep 

historical and cultural roots. 

iv) Myth: 

Myths are traditional narratives that explain the origin of the world, natural phenomena, cultural 

practices, and the relationship between humans and the divine. Myths often involve supernatural 

beings, gods, heroes, and symbolic elements. They serve to transmit cultural values, norms, and 

beliefs across generations. Myths can be found in various cultures and are significant for 

understanding a society's cosmology and worldview. 


