
 

 

Understanding Ambedkar PYQ 2022 

 

Q1. Elucidate the arguments given by Ambedkar in his Essay 'Castes in India: Their Mechanism, 

Genesis and Development' on the origin of caste in India. 

Ans.  In his essay 'Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development', Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

presents a comprehensive analysis of the origin of caste in India. He contends that caste has its roots 

in the division of labor and occupation, a concept he refers to as "graded inequality." Ambedkar 

asserts that the establishment of caste was not due to racial or religious factors, but rather resulted 

from the socio-economic divisions prevalent in ancient Indian society. 

Ambedkar explicates that the Brahmins, being at the top of the caste hierarchy, wielded substantial 

power and used their authority to maintain their privileged position. This led to the creation of a 

rigid social structure where mobility between castes was extremely limited. The practice of 

endogamy, the restriction of marriage within one's caste, further solidified caste boundaries. 

Additionally, Ambedkar highlights the role of religious beliefs in perpetuating caste divisions. He 

observes that the religious texts of Hinduism, such as the Manusmriti, sanctioned the hierarchy of 

castes and legitimized the subordination of lower castes. This religious justification reinforced the 

existing inequalities and made it challenging for individuals to challenge the status quo. 

Ambedkar's analysis underscores that the origin of caste in India can be attributed to a complex 

interplay of socio-economic factors, the consolidation of power by certain groups, and the 

reinforcement of these divisions through religious beliefs. He emphasizes that caste-based 

inequalities are not inherent or natural, but rather constructed and maintained through social 

mechanisms. 

In summary, Ambedkar's essay provides a detailed exploration of the origins of caste in India, 

highlighting how socio-economic factors, power dynamics, and religious beliefs contributed to the 

formation and perpetuation of the caste system. 

 

 

Q2. Examine the views of Ambedkar on question of Women Liberation. 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's views on women's liberation were informed by his deep commitment to 

social justice and equality. He recognized the intersectionality of caste and gender oppression and 

advocated for the empowerment and liberation of women within the broader framework of social 

reform. 

Ambedkar firmly believed that the emancipation of women was essential for the overall progress 

of society. He criticized the discriminatory practices and norms that subjugated women in both the 

traditional Hindu society and the wider Indian society. Ambedkar's perspective on women's 

liberation can be summarized as follows: 

1. Education and Empowerment: Ambedkar stressed the significance of education for women. He 

believed that education would equip women with knowledge and skills to challenge traditional 



 

 

norms and assert their rights. Education, in his view, was a potent tool for empowering women and 

enabling them to participate actively in public life. 

2. Marriage and Family: Ambedkar critiqued the institution of marriage as it existed in traditional 

Indian society. He pointed out that women often faced unequal treatment within marriage and were 

subject to various forms of exploitation. He advocated for legal reforms to ensure women's rights 

within marriage, including provisions for divorce and property rights. 

3. Women's Participation in Public Sphere: Ambedkar encouraged women's participation in politics 

and public life. He believed that women's voices needed to be heard in decision-making processes 

and that their active involvement was crucial for bringing about social change. 

4. Social and Legal Reforms: Ambedkar called for legal reforms that would uplift women's status. He 

was a strong advocate for the codification of laws that would guarantee equal rights to women in 

matters of inheritance, property, and personal status. He believed that legal reforms were necessary 

to counteract the social and economic disparities faced by women. 

5. Caste and Gender: Ambedkar recognized the unique challenges faced by Dalit women who were 

at the intersection of both caste and gender discrimination. He emphasized the need to address the 

specific issues affecting Dalit women and highlighted their vulnerability to exploitation and violence. 

Ambedkar's views on women's liberation were grounded in his broader philosophy of social justice 

and equality. He saw the liberation of women as an integral part of the larger struggle against caste-

based discrimination and societal inequalities. His advocacy for women's rights and empowerment 

continues to inspire contemporary efforts for gender equality and social reform in India. 

 

 

Q3. In opinion of Ambedkar, what are the solutions of land and labour problems in India? 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar addressed the complex issues of land and labor problems in India through 

his writings and speeches, offering insights into potential solutions to these challenges. His views 

on these matters can be summarized as follows: 

Land Problem: 

1. Land Reforms: Ambedkar advocated for comprehensive land reforms to address the issue of 

landlessness and unequal land distribution. He believed that land should be distributed more 

equitably among landless and marginalized communities. He supported the implementation of 

policies that would provide land to those who were historically denied access to it. 

2. Agricultural Credit and Support: Ambedkar emphasized the need for providing adequate credit 

and support to small and marginal farmers. He believed that access to credit, modern farming 

techniques, and irrigation facilities would improve agricultural productivity and alleviate poverty in 

rural areas. 

3. Tenancy Reforms: Ambedkar highlighted the exploitative nature of tenant-landlord relationships 

prevalent in many parts of India. He proposed tenancy reforms that would protect the rights of 

tenants and prevent their exploitation by landlords. This would include fair rent practices and tenure 

security for tenant farmers. 

Labor Problem: 



 

 

1. Labor Rights and Legislation: Ambedkar stressed the importance of labor rights and protective 

labor legislation. He believed that workers needed legal safeguards to ensure fair wages, reasonable 

working hours, and safe working conditions. He advocated for the establishment of labor unions to 

collectively bargain for workers' rights. 

2. Minimum Wage: Ambedkar supported the concept of a minimum wage to prevent exploitation 

and ensure that workers were paid a decent and fair wage for their labor. He believed that setting a 

minimum wage would help uplift the living standards of workers and their families. 

3. Social Security: Ambedkar recognized the need for social security measures for workers. He 

advocated for policies that would provide workers with health benefits, insurance, and retirement 

benefits, ensuring their well-being even after their active working years. 

4. Industrialization and Economic Development: Ambedkar believed that industrialization and 

economic development were crucial for creating job opportunities and improving the overall 

economic condition of the country. He saw the expansion of industries as a means to absorb the 

surplus labor from the agricultural sector. 

Ambedkar's solutions to the land and labor problems in India were centered around social justice, 

equitable distribution of resources, and empowerment of marginalized communities. His ideas 

continue to influence discussions on land reforms, labor rights, and social welfare policies in 

contemporary India. 

 

 

Q4. "Social democracy must precede political democracy Examine Ambedkar's views on democracy in 
light of this statement. 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's views on democracy were deeply rooted in his understanding of social 

and political dynamics in India. He believed that social democracy, which entails social and 

economic equality, must be established before the full realization of political democracy. This 

perspective can be examined in light of the statement "Social democracy must precede political 

democracy" as follows: 

1. Socio-Economic Equality: 

Ambedkar recognized that India's social structure was characterized by deep-seated inequalities, 

particularly along lines of caste and class. He argued that these inequalities needed to be addressed 

first, as they hindered the effective functioning of political democracy. The existence of caste-based 

discrimination and economic disparities prevented marginalized sections of society from 

participating equally in the political process. 

2. Removal of Social Barriers: 

Ambedkar stressed the importance of removing social barriers to ensure equal participation in the 

democratic process. He believed that the caste system perpetuated social hierarchies, which in turn 

limited the access of certain groups to education, employment, and political representation. Only by 

dismantling these barriers could marginalized communities fully engage in political democracy. 

3. Empowerment Through Education: 



 

 

Ambedkar emphasized the transformative power of education in achieving social democracy. He saw 

education as a means to empower marginalized sections of society, enabling them to challenge 

traditional norms and assert their rights. Education would equip individuals with the knowledge and 

confidence to actively participate in the democratic process. 

4. Economic Empowerment: 

Ambedkar argued that economic empowerment was crucial for social democracy. Economic 

inequality not only perpetuated social divisions but also gave certain groups disproportionate power 

and influence. Without economic equality, political democracy could be easily manipulated by those 

with economic resources. 

5. Reservation and Representation: 

Ambedkar advocated for reservations in educational institutions and political bodies as a means to 

bridge the gap between marginalized communities and the mainstream. He believed that affirmative 

action was necessary to provide historically oppressed groups with the opportunities and 

representation they had been denied for centuries. 

6. Grassroots Empowerment: 

Ambedkar emphasized the importance of grassroots democracy as a stepping stone to political 

democracy. He believed that local self-governance and community participation were essential for 

building a strong foundation of democratic values and practices. 

In essence, Ambedkar's views on democracy aligned with the statement that social democracy must 

precede political democracy. He recognized that true political democracy could only flourish when 

social and economic inequalities were addressed, allowing all individuals, regardless of their social 

background, to participate equally in the democratic process. His advocacy for social justice, equal 

rights, and inclusive policies continues to influence discussions on democracy and equity in India. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss views of Ambedkar on the Nation and Nationalism. 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had nuanced views on the concepts of nation and nationalism, which were 

shaped by his understanding of social hierarchies, identity, and the political landscape of India. His 

perspectives on these matters can be explored as follows: 

1. Inclusive Nationalism: 

Ambedkar believed in a form of nationalism that was inclusive and transcended narrow divisions of 

caste, religion, and class. He emphasized the need for a united nation that recognized the diverse 

identities within it. He argued that nationalism should not be based solely on religious or cultural 

affiliations, but should accommodate the rights and aspirations of all communities. 

2. Critique of Cultural Nationalism: 

Ambedkar criticized what he referred to as "cultural nationalism," which often emphasized the 

dominance of a single cultural or religious group. He was wary of such forms of nationalism as they 

tended to marginalize and oppress minority communities. He believed that cultural nationalism 

could perpetuate social hierarchies and undermine the principles of equality and justice. 



 

 

3. Political Unity and Social Justice: 

Ambedkar saw the unity of the nation as crucial for its progress and development. However, he 

stressed that political unity should be accompanied by social justice. He argued that true nationalism 

required addressing the deep-seated inequalities in Indian society, particularly those rooted in the 

caste system. 

4. Nation and Social Reform: 

Ambedkar believed that the nation's progress hinged on social reform. He saw the caste system as a 

major obstacle to the unity and strength of the nation. He advocated for the annihilation of caste and 

the creation of a society based on principles of equality and social justice. He believed that a nation 

could not thrive if it remained divided along caste lines. 

5. Nation as a Political Entity: 

Ambedkar viewed the nation as a political entity that provided a common framework for governance 

and administration. He believed that the nation should be committed to safeguarding the rights and 

interests of all its citizens, ensuring that no community was marginalized or oppressed. 

6. Democracy and Nationalism: 

Ambedkar saw democracy as a vital component of nationalism. He believed that a democratic 

framework allowed for the representation and participation of diverse communities in the 

governance of the nation. He emphasized the importance of protecting minority rights within the 

democratic system. 

In summary, Ambedkar's views on nation and nationalism were informed by his commitment to 

social justice, equality, and inclusive governance. He advocated for a nationalism that transcended 

narrow identities and focused on the well-being of all citizens, particularly those historically 

marginalized. His ideas continue to resonate in contemporary discussions on nationalism and identity 

in India. 

 

 

Q6. What solutions did. Ambedkar offer for accommodating minority rights in India? 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a staunch advocate for the protection and accommodation of minority 

rights in India. He recognized the importance of safeguarding the rights and interests of minority 

communities to ensure a just and inclusive society. Some of the solutions he offered for 

accommodating minority rights include: 

1. Separate Electorates: 

Ambedkar believed that separate electorates for marginalized communities, especially Dalits, would 

help ensure their representation and participation in the political process. He saw separate 

electorates as a way to counter the historical exclusion of these communities from mainstream 

politics. However, he later reconsidered this stance in favor of reserved seats within a single 

electorate system. 

2. Reservation of Seats: 



 

 

Ambedkar supported the idea of reserving a certain number of seats in legislative bodies and 

government institutions for minority communities. He believed that reserved seats would enable 

minorities to have a direct say in decision-making and policy formulation, ensuring their concerns 

were adequately addressed. 

3. Affirmative Action and Reservations: 

Ambedkar advocated for affirmative action policies, commonly known as reservations, to uplift 

marginalized communities in education, employment, and other spheres. He believed that 

reservations were necessary to rectify historical injustices and provide equal opportunities for social 

and economic advancement. 

4. Cultural and Educational Rights: 

Ambedkar stressed the importance of preserving and promoting the cultural and educational rights 

of minority communities. He believed that these rights were crucial for maintaining the diversity of 

the nation and preventing the dominance of any particular cultural or religious group. 

5. Constitutional Safeguards: 

Ambedkar played a pivotal role in drafting the Indian Constitution, which includes various provisions 

to protect minority rights. He ensured that the Constitution guaranteed fundamental rights, equality, 

and nondiscrimination for all citizens, regardless of their background. 

6. Autonomy for Minority Groups: 

Ambedkar recognized the need to grant certain degree of autonomy to minority communities in 

matters that directly affected their cultural, religious, and social practices. This would allow these 

communities to manage their affairs in accordance with their beliefs and traditions. 

7. Dialogue and Communication: 

Ambedkar believed that open dialogue and communication between different communities were 

essential for fostering understanding and harmony. He advocated for the exchange of ideas and 

perspectives as a means to bridge gaps and build a cohesive society. 

Ambedkar's solutions for accommodating minority rights were grounded in his commitment to 

social justice, equality, and the principles of democracy. His efforts to secure these rights in the 

Indian Constitution have had a lasting impact on the country's governance and legal framework. 

 

 

Q7. Ambedkar was a champion of Constitutional morality Elucidate. 

Ans. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's advocacy for constitutional morality underscores his commitment to 

building a just and equitable society based on the principles enshrined in the Constitution of India. 

His efforts to establish constitutional morality were integral to his vision of eradicating social 

inequalities, promoting fundamental rights, and upholding democratic values. Here's how he 

championed constitutional morality: 

1. Embracing Democratic Values: 



 

 

Ambedkar believed in the supremacy of the Constitution and its role in guiding the nation. He 

recognized that constitutional morality required individuals and institutions to adhere to democratic 

principles, such as equality, justice, and the rule of law. He saw the Constitution as a tool to ensure 

that these values were upheld. 

2. Overcoming Social Hierarchies: 

Ambedkar's primary concern was addressing the deep-seated inequalities stemming from the caste 

system. He viewed constitutional morality as a means to overcome the oppressive social hierarchies 

prevalent in Indian society. He believed that the Constitution's provisions could be used to challenge 

discriminatory practices and promote social justice. 

3. Upholding Fundamental Rights: 

Ambedkar emphasized the importance of protecting fundamental rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution. He saw constitutional morality as a way to safeguard the rights and dignity of all 

citizens, regardless of their caste, religion, or background. He believed that the Constitution provided 

a framework to prevent the infringement of these rights. 

4. Challenging Discrimination: 

Ambedkar recognized that societal norms and practices often contradicted the principles of the 

Constitution. He encouraged individuals and communities to challenge discriminatory customs and 

beliefs that were incompatible with constitutional morality. He believed that change could be 

achieved through legal means and awareness campaigns. 

5. Codifying Laws and Rights: 

Ambedkar played a pivotal role in drafting the Indian Constitution. He saw this process as an 

opportunity to codify laws and rights that would help establish a just and inclusive society. He 

believed that constitutional morality required the creation of a legal framework that aligned with 

democratic ideals. 

6. Social Reforms: 

Ambedkar's advocacy for social reforms was closely tied to his concept of constitutional morality. He 

believed that social change was necessary to bring about a society where individuals respected each 

other's rights and treated each other with equality and dignity. 

7. Educating the Masses: 

Ambedkar emphasized the importance of educating the masses about their constitutional rights and 

responsibilities. He believed that an informed citizenry would be better equipped to hold institutions 

accountable and demand justice based on constitutional principles. 

In essence, Ambedkar's championing of constitutional morality revolved around his conviction that 

the Constitution should serve as a moral compass guiding the nation towards a just and equitable 

future. His efforts to establish a legal and social framework rooted in democratic values continue to 

inspire movements for social justice and equality in India. 

 

 

Q8. Write short notes on Any Two of the following: 



 

 

(a) Untouchability an extreme form of cruelty 

Ans. Untouchability, as practiced within the caste system, was a deeply entrenched form of 

discrimination and cruelty that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar vehemently opposed. He viewed untouchability as 

one of the most degrading and inhumane practices, where certain communities were considered 

"untouchable" and subjected to severe social and economic exclusion. Ambedkar saw untouchability 

as a blatant violation of human rights, a denial of dignity, and a reflection of the worst forms of 

prejudice. He worked relentlessly to eradicate untouchability through social reforms, legal measures, 

and his efforts culminated in the inclusion of provisions against untouchability in the Indian 

Constitution. Ambedkar's fight against untouchability was a central part of his struggle for social 

justice and equality. 

 

 

(b) Ambedkar's Views on Religion: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's views on religion were complex and evolved over time. He was born into a Hindu 

family, but he came to see the caste system as a product of Hinduism that perpetuated inequality 

and discrimination. As a result, he decided to embrace Buddhism, which he believed offered a more 

egalitarian and ethical framework. Ambedkar criticized certain aspects of Hinduism, such as its 

rigidity and hierarchy, and he believed that religious conversion was a way for oppressed 

communities to escape the clutches of caste-based discrimination. However, Ambedkar also 

recognized the role of religion in providing solace and guidance to many, and he advocated for 

religious tolerance and the separation of religion from politics. 

These notes provide a brief overview of Ambedkar's perspectives on the topics of untouchability and 

religion. If you'd like more detailed information on any of these topics, feel free to ask. 

 

 

(c) Ambedkar's Ideal Society: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's vision of an ideal society was one that was characterized by social justice, 

equality, and the absence of discrimination. He aimed to create a society where individuals were not 

judged based on their caste, religion, or background, but rather on their abilities and merits. 

Ambedkar's ideal society would ensure equal access to education, employment, and opportunities 

for all, regardless of their social status. He believed in a society that upheld the principles of liberty, 

fraternity, and equality, and where every citizen enjoyed the same rights and privileges. Ambedkar's 

emphasis on social reforms, reservation policies, and his advocacy for the annihilation of caste were 

all integral parts of his quest to create an ideal society free from systemic inequalities. 

 

 

(d) Ambedkar as a Political Actor: 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was not only a social reformer and scholar but also a significant political actor in 

India's history. He played a crucial role in the drafting of the Indian Constitution as the chairman of 

the Drafting Committee. Ambedkar's political philosophy was centered on social justice and the 



 

 

empowerment of marginalized communities. He founded the "Scheduled Castes Federation" to 

represent Dalit interests and worked towards securing political rights and representation for the 

oppressed. He believed in using the political arena to bring about substantive change, and his efforts 

led to important provisions in the Constitution, such as reservations for backward classes. 

Ambedkar's political legacy continues to influence social and political movements for equality and 

justice in India. 

These notes provide a brief overview of Ambedkar's views on his ideal society and his role as a 

political actor. If you have any further questions or need more details, feel free to ask. 

 

 


