
 

 

Understanding Political Theory PYQ 2020 

 

Q1. Do you think, understanding of power is essential for understanding politics? Give reasons for 

your answer. 

Ans. Yes, understanding the concept of power is essential for comprehending politics. Power is a 

fundamental element that shapes political dynamics, decision-making processes, and the 

interactions within any political system. Here are reasons why understanding power is crucial for 

understanding politics: 

1. Basis of Political Relationships: 

Power is at the core of political relationships. Political actors, whether individuals, groups, or 

institutions, engage in interactions to gain, exercise, or protect power. The distribution of power 

among these actors determines their roles, influence, and ability to shape policies and outcomes. 

2. Decision-Making Processes: 

Political decisions are often made through negotiations, compromises, and contests for influence. 

Understanding power dynamics helps explain why certain decisions are made, who holds the 

authority to make them, and how interests are balanced or compromised to achieve collective goals. 

3. Allocation of Resources and Benefits: 

Politics involves the distribution of resources, benefits, and opportunities within a society. Power 

plays a crucial role in determining who gains access to these resources, which groups receive 

benefits, and how disparities are managed or perpetuated. 

4. Authority and Governance: 

Understanding power clarifies the sources of authority and legitimacy in political systems. Leaders 

and governments derive their authority from the power they hold, and the acceptance of this 

authority by the population is influenced by their perception of the fairness and effectiveness of 

power distribution. 

5. Conflict and Cooperation: 

Power dynamics often lead to conflicts and collaborations in politics. Competing interests and 

differing viewpoints can result in struggles for control and influence. Conversely, cooperation among 

political actors may be motivated by shared interests in maximizing power or achieving common 

goals. 

6. Influence on Policies and Laws: 

The distribution of power shapes the formulation, implementation, and enforcement of policies and 

laws. Powerful groups or individuals often influence policy agendas and outcomes, reflecting their 

interests and priorities. 

7. Accountability and Transparency: 



 

 

Power can affect the degree of accountability and transparency in political systems. Understanding 

who holds power helps assess whether decision-makers are held accountable for their actions and 

whether political processes are transparent and responsive to citizens' needs. 

8. Political Change and Stability: 

Power dynamics influence processes of political change and stability. Shifts in power may lead to 

shifts in policies, regimes, or even political systems. Stability can be maintained when power is 

distributed equitably or when mechanisms for peaceful power transition exist. 

In conclusion, power is a central concept that permeates all aspects of politics. To grasp the 

intricacies of political systems, policies, and interactions, one must understand the dynamics of 

power. Power shapes relationships, decisions, resource allocation, governance, and much more 

within the realm of politics. 

 

 

Q2. Analyze normative and empirical approaches to Political theory. 

Ans. Normative and empirical approaches are two distinct methodologies within political theory that 

offer different ways of understanding and analyzing political phenomena. Let's delve into each 

approach and highlight their key characteristics: 

Normative Approach: 

The normative approach to political theory is concerned with questions of how things ought to be. It 

deals with ethical principles, values, and ideals that guide political thinking and decision-making. 

Normative theories aim to provide prescriptions for creating a just and equitable society. Here are 

some key aspects of the normative approach: 

1. Ethical Foundations: Normative theories are grounded in ethical principles such as justice, 

equality, freedom, and rights. They seek to identify and justify moral norms that should guide 

political behavior. 

2. Prescriptive Nature: Normative theories propose normative principles, ideals, or frameworks for 

evaluating and shaping political systems, institutions, and policies. They offer recommendations for 

improving society based on moral considerations. 

3. Philosophical Exploration: Normative theories often involve philosophical reasoning and reflection 

on fundamental questions about human nature, morality, and the good society. Thinkers like John 

Locke, Immanuel Kant, and John Rawls are known for their contributions to normative political 

theory. 

4. Value Conflicts: Normative approaches acknowledge that different individuals and cultures may 

have varying conceptions of justice and the good life. Debates arise over which normative principles 

should take precedence in a pluralistic society. 

Empirical Approach: 

The empirical approach to political theory focuses on studying political phenomena based on 

observable facts and data. It seeks to understand how political systems operate in practice, how 



 

 

institutions function, and how individuals behave within these systems. Here are key characteristics 

of the empirical approach: 

1. Empirical Analysis: Empirical political theory uses empirical methods such as data collection, 

statistical analysis, case studies, and observations to study political behavior, institutions, and 

processes. 

2. Descriptive and Analytical: Instead of prescribing how things should be, empirical theories aim to 

describe, explain, and analyze political phenomena as they exist in the real world. This approach 

emphasizes understanding over normative judgment. 

3. Policy Implications: Empirical research can inform policy decisions by providing evidence-based 

insights into the effectiveness of policies, the impact of political decisions, and the behavior of 

political actors. 

4. Interdisciplinary: Empirical political theory often draws from various disciplines such as sociology, 

economics, psychology, and anthropology to analyze political behavior and institutions within 

broader societal contexts. 

5. Realism and Complexity: Empirical analysis recognizes the complexity of political systems and the 

limitations of achieving ideal outcomes. It aims to understand how political actors navigate these 

complexities. 

Integration and Synergy: 

While normative and empirical approaches are distinct, they can complement each other. Normative 

theories provide ethical frameworks for evaluating policies, while empirical research offers insights 

into the real-world implications of those policies. Combining both approaches allows for a more 

comprehensive understanding of political issues, informed by both ethical principles and practical 

observations. 

In conclusion, normative and empirical approaches in political theory offer different perspectives for 

understanding and analyzing political phenomena. The normative approach deals with ethical ideals 

and principles, while the empirical approach focuses on observing and analyzing real-world political 

behavior and institutions. These two approaches can be used in tandem to provide a well-rounded 

understanding of political systems and issues. 

 

 

Q3. Discuss Marx’s views on alienation. Is it relevant today? Give reasons. 

Ans. Karl Marx's concept of alienation is a central element of his critique of capitalism. He believed 

that in a capitalist society, individuals experience alienation from their labor, themselves, their fellow 

workers, and the products of their labor. While Marx's views on alienation were developed in the 

context of the 19th-century industrial society, many of his insights remain relevant in today's world. 

Let's examine Marx's views on alienation and its relevance today: 

Marx's Views on Alienation: 

1. Alienation from Labor: Marx argued that under capitalism, workers are alienated from their labor 

because they do not have control over the production process. Instead of working for their own 



 

 

fulfillment, workers are reduced to being mere tools in the production process, leading to a sense of 

detachment and dissatisfaction. 

2. Alienation from Self: According to Marx, workers are alienated from their own human essence 

and creativity. The repetitive and monotonous nature of work leads to a disconnection from their 

own abilities and potential. 

3. Alienation from Others: Capitalist competition and individualism can lead to alienation from 

fellow workers. Instead of experiencing a sense of community and solidarity, workers view each 

other as competitors in the pursuit of wages and jobs. 

4. Alienation from Products: In capitalist production, workers have no ownership over the products 

they create. The products become commodities that are bought and sold, leading to a sense of 

disconnection from the things they produce. 

Relevance Today: 

1. Modern Work Conditions: Many modern work environments still involve repetitive and 

monotonous tasks, leading to feelings of alienation from labor and self. The rise of assembly-line 

work and service industry jobs can exacerbate this sense of detachment. 

2. Gig Economy and Precarious Work: The gig economy and freelance work often lack stability and 

benefits, leading to a sense of alienation from both labor and society. Workers in such arrangements 

may feel disconnected from their colleagues and the broader workforce. 

3. Technological Advancements: While technology has brought efficiency to production, it has also 

contributed to the mechanization and dehumanization of work. Automation can lead to a feeling of 

alienation as workers are replaced by machines. 

4. Consumer Culture: The capitalist emphasis on consumption can contribute to a sense of alienation 

from products. Mass-produced goods and the disconnect between consumers and the production 

process can lead to a lack of attachment to material possessions. 

5. Mental Health and Well-being: Modern society's focus on productivity and economic success can 

lead to feelings of emptiness and disconnection. Mental health issues related to work-related stress, 

burnout, and a lack of fulfillment are reminiscent of Marx's concerns about alienation. 

In conclusion, Marx's views on alienation remain relevant today as many aspects of modern society 

still contribute to feelings of detachment, disconnection, and dissatisfaction. The rise of precarious 

work, technological changes, consumer culture, and the focus on productivity all contribute to 

varying degrees of alienation. While the context has evolved since Marx's time, his insights into the 

negative consequences of certain aspects of capitalism continue to resonate in today's world. 

 

 

Q4. What is libertarianism? How is it different from welfare liberalism? Explain. 

Ans. Libertarianism and welfare liberalism are two distinct political ideologies that offer contrasting 

views on the role of government, individual rights, and the distribution of resources within a society. 

Let's explore each ideology and highlight their key differences: 

Libertarianism: 



 

 

Libertarianism is a political philosophy that places a strong emphasis on individual liberty, limited 

government intervention, and personal autonomy. Libertarians believe that individuals should have 

maximum freedom to make their own choices and pursue their own interests without undue 

government interference. Here are some key aspects of libertarianism: 

1. Individual Liberty: Libertarians prioritize individual rights and freedoms, emphasizing the right to 

life, liberty, and property. They believe that individuals should be free to make decisions about their 

lives without coercion from the state. 

2. Limited Government: Libertarianism advocates for a minimal role of government in people's lives. 

Government intervention should be limited to protecting individual rights, enforcing contracts, and 

maintaining public order. 

3. Free Market: Libertarians typically support free-market capitalism, where economic transactions 

occur voluntarily between individuals and without government regulations. They believe that market 

forces are more efficient in allocating resources than government interventions. 

4. Individual Responsibility: Libertarians emphasize personal responsibility and self-reliance. They 

argue that individuals should bear the consequences of their actions and decisions. 

5. Opposition to Redistribution: Libertarians generally oppose government policies that involve 

wealth redistribution or social welfare programs. They argue that such policies infringe on individual 

property rights and can lead to inefficiencies. 

Welfare Liberalism: 

Welfare liberalism, also known as social liberalism, emphasizes the need for a combination of 

individual freedom and government intervention to ensure social justice and address inequalities. 

Welfare liberals believe that government has a role to play in promoting the well-being of all citizens. 

Here are some key aspects of welfare liberalism: 

1. Social Justice: Welfare liberals prioritize social justice and believe that government intervention is 

necessary to address economic and social inequalities. They advocate for policies that provide equal 

opportunities and a safety net for those in need. 

2. Mixed Economy: Welfare liberals support a mixed economy that combines elements of free-

market capitalism with government regulations and social welfare programs. They believe that 

government intervention is essential to prevent market failures and ensure fairness. 

3. Public Services: Welfare liberals argue for the provision of public services such as education, 

healthcare, and social security to ensure basic needs are met and to promote equal access to 

opportunities. 

4. Redistribution: Welfare liberals support progressive taxation and social programs aimed at 

redistributing wealth and resources to reduce poverty and provide a safety net for vulnerable 

populations. 

5. Individual and Collective Well-being: While valuing individual freedoms, welfare liberals also 

recognize the importance of collective well-being and the role of government in promoting the 

common good. 

Key Differences: 



 

 

1. Role of Government: Libertarianism advocates for a minimal government role, while welfare 

liberalism supports a more active government role in addressing societal issues. 

2. Economic Philosophy: Libertarians prioritize free-market capitalism, while welfare liberals support 

a mixed economy with regulations and social programs. 

3. Individual vs. Collective: Libertarians emphasize individual rights, while welfare liberals balance 

individual freedoms with the collective well-being of society. 

4. Redistribution: Libertarians oppose wealth redistribution, while welfare liberals support it to 

address economic disparities. 

In summary, libertarianism and welfare liberalism represent different approaches to the relationship 

between government, individual liberties, and social justice. While libertarians prioritize limited 

government and individual freedom, welfare liberals believe that government intervention is 

necessary to ensure equal opportunities and address societal inequalities. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss various schools of feminism. 

Ans. Feminism is a diverse and complex movement that encompasses a range of ideologies, 

perspectives, and approaches aimed at achieving gender equality and challenging patriarchy. Various 

schools of feminism have emerged over time, each with its own focus and objectives. Here are some 

of the major schools of feminism: 

1. Liberal Feminism: 

Liberal feminism seeks to achieve gender equality by advocating for legal and policy reforms within 

existing societal structures. It focuses on issues such as women's suffrage, equal pay, and legal rights. 

Liberal feminists believe that women's rights should be protected through laws and institutions and 

that gender discrimination can be addressed through legislative and policy changes. 

2. Radical Feminism: 

Radical feminism critiques the root causes of gender inequality and aims to fundamentally transform 

patriarchal structures. It views gender as a central axis of oppression and calls for the complete 

restructuring of society to eliminate patriarchy. Radical feminists emphasize women's autonomy, 

reproductive rights, and the need to challenge traditional gender roles and norms. 

3. Socialist Feminism: 

Socialist feminism analyzes the intersection of gender and class oppression. It contends that 

capitalism and patriarchy are intertwined systems that reinforce each other. Socialist feminists 

advocate for economic equality and social welfare policies, recognizing that women's liberation 

cannot be achieved without addressing economic disparities. 

4. Marxist Feminism: 

Marxist feminism extends the analysis of gender inequality within the framework of Marxist theory. 

It highlights how capitalism exploits both the labor of the working class and the unpaid domestic 

labor predominantly performed by women. Marxist feminists argue that true gender equality can 

only be achieved through the overthrow of capitalism. 



 

 

5. Intersectional Feminism: 

Intersectional feminism acknowledges that individuals experience multiple forms of oppression and 

discrimination based on their race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and other factors. This school of 

thought emphasizes the interconnectedness of various social identities and seeks to address the 

unique experiences of marginalized groups within the feminist movement. 

6. Ecofeminism: 

Ecofeminism explores the connections between gender oppression and environmental degradation. 

It suggests that the domination of women and nature are interconnected and critiques the 

exploitation of both. Ecofeminists advocate for an approach that values both women's rights and 

environmental sustainability. 

7. Postcolonial Feminism: 

Postcolonial feminism examines the impact of colonialism, imperialism, and globalization on 

women's experiences in different cultures and societies. It critiques Western-centric feminism and 

seeks to amplify the voices and concerns of women from the Global South. Postcolonial feminists 

analyze how colonial histories continue to influence gender relations. 

8. Queer Feminism: 

Queer feminism challenges heteronormativity and advocates for the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals. It 

recognizes the intersections of gender and sexual orientation and promotes inclusivity within the 

feminist movement. 

9. Cultural Feminism: 

Cultural feminism celebrates and values feminine qualities and attributes, challenging the 

devaluation of traditionally feminine traits. It argues that women should embrace their differences 

and promote female-centric cultures. 

10. Third Wave Feminism: 

Emerging in the 1990s, third wave feminism builds on the achievements and critiques of earlier 

waves. It focuses on issues like reproductive rights, body image, and sexual autonomy. Third wave 

feminists seek to address the complexities of gender and challenge stereotypes. 

These are just a few examples of the many schools of feminism. Each school offers a unique 

perspective on the fight for gender equality, highlighting different aspects of the struggle and 

proposing various strategies for achieving social change. The diversity of feminist thought reflects the 

complexity of gender issues and the need for multifaceted approaches to achieving a more just and 

equitable society. 

 

 

Q6. Write an essay on the idea of political community. 

Ans. The Idea of Political Community: Nurturing Unity Amid Diversity 

The concept of a political community embodies the collective identity, shared values, and common 

aspirations that bind individuals together within a specific geographic and social context. This notion 



 

 

transcends mere geographical proximity, delving into the realm of social, cultural, and political 

connections that give rise to a sense of belonging and solidarity. The idea of a political community 

has evolved over time, shaped by historical, cultural, and philosophical influences, and continues to 

be a subject of profound significance in the modern world. 

At its core, a political community encompasses a group of individuals who recognize their mutual 

interdependence and their collective interests in governing themselves and shaping their shared 

destiny. This recognition fosters a sense of citizenship, where rights and responsibilities are not 

merely individual but are linked to the well-being of the entire community. The political community 

serves as a foundational unit upon which governments are established, institutions are formed, and 

policies are crafted. 

Historically, political communities emerged through common languages, cultural traditions, and 

geographical ties. Tribes, city-states, and nations formed political bonds based on a shared history 

and identity. As societies became more complex and interconnected, political communities expanded 

to encompass diverse ethnicities, religions, and ideologies. This expansion challenges the notion of 

homogeneity and highlights the importance of fostering unity amid diversity. 

In modern times, the idea of political community intersects with concepts of democracy, citizenship, 

and social cohesion. A functioning democracy requires active participation and engagement from 

citizens who see themselves as integral to the political process. Citizens contribute to shaping 

policies, electing leaders, and advocating for social justice, all of which contribute to the health and 

vitality of the political community. 

The challenge lies in cultivating a sense of political community that embraces diversity and 

inclusivity. As societies become more multicultural and globalized, the importance of recognizing 

and respecting the rights and identities of marginalized groups becomes paramount. Achieving unity 

amid diversity necessitates embracing a pluralistic ethos where different voices are heard, different 

perspectives are valued, and the rights of all citizens are protected. 

The rise of digital connectivity and globalization has transformed the idea of political community. 

Online spaces enable individuals from diverse backgrounds to engage in discussions, collaborate on 

initiatives, and advocate for change on a global scale. While this virtual connectedness offers new 

avenues for political engagement, it also raises questions about the boundaries and responsibilities 

of political communities in the digital age. 

In conclusion, the idea of a political community encapsulates the shared bonds, values, and 

aspirations that unite individuals within a specific social and geographic context. While historical, 

cultural, and philosophical influences have shaped this concept, it continues to evolve in response to 

changing societal dynamics. Fostering unity amid diversity, recognizing the rights of marginalized 

groups, and embracing a global perspective are essential elements in nurturing strong and inclusive 

political communities. As the world becomes more interconnected, the notion of a political 

community remains a cornerstone of civic engagement, social cohesion, and collective progress. 

 


