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Q1. Patriarchy and Gender are very important concepts. Analyse one of the two. 

Ans. Gender: 

Gender refers to the roles, behaviors, activities, expectations, and norms that societies construct 

based on perceived differences between individuals labeled as "male" and "female." Unlike sex, 

which is biologically determined, gender is a socially constructed and culturally specific concept that 

varies across different societies and historical periods. Gender is not just a binary concept; it 

encompasses a spectrum of identities and expressions beyond the traditional male-female 

dichotomy. Here are key aspects to consider: 

1. Social Construction: Gender is not an inherent trait but a social construct that societies create and 

perpetuate through norms, expectations, and behaviors associated with masculinity and femininity. 

It is learned and internalized from a young age through socialization. 

2. Gender Identity: Gender identity refers to an individual's deeply-felt sense of their own gender, 

which may or may not align with the sex assigned to them at birth. This includes transgender and 

non-binary identities, challenging the rigid binary of male and female. 

3. Gender Roles and Stereotypes: Societies assign certain roles, responsibilities, and expectations 

based on gender. These roles can be restrictive and reinforce stereotypes, such as the expectation 

that men are assertive and women are nurturing. 

4. Gender Inequality: Gender norms often result in unequal power dynamics between men and 

women. This can manifest in various forms, including the gender pay gap, limited political 

representation for women, and unequal access to education and healthcare. 

5. Intersectionality: Gender intersects with other social identities, such as race, class, and sexual 

orientation. These intersections compound experiences of discrimination and privilege, leading to 

diverse and complex experiences. 

6. Gender-Based Violence: Gender-based violence, including domestic violence, sexual harassment, 

and gender-based discrimination, is a pervasive issue often rooted in unequal power dynamics and 

traditional gender norms. 

7. Gender Equity and Feminism: Gender equity aims to achieve fairness and justice in how men and 

women are treated. Feminism is a movement that seeks to challenge and transform patriarchal 

norms and structures, advocating for gender equality. 

8. Changing Gender Landscape: Societal awareness and understanding of gender have evolved. 

Movements advocating for LGBTQ+ rights and the recognition of non-binary and transgender 

identities have gained momentum, leading to a more inclusive understanding of gender. 

9. Positive Change: Efforts are being made globally to challenge harmful gender norms and promote 

gender equality. Laws, policies, and educational initiatives are being implemented to address gender-

based discrimination and violence. 

In conclusion, the concept of gender is complex and multifaceted, involving social, cultural, 

psychological, and political dimensions. Understanding gender requires acknowledging its fluidity, 



 

the impact of gender norms on individuals and societies, and the importance of promoting gender 

equality and inclusivity. Gender is a crucial lens through which to analyze social dynamics and work 

towards creating more just and equitable societies. 

 

 

Q2. Discuss the evolution of writing on women in Indian history from the time of early nationalists 

to recent scholarship.  

Ans. The writing on women in Indian history has evolved significantly over the years, reflecting 

changes in societal perspectives, academic approaches, and the recognition of women's 

contributions. The evolution can be traced from the time of early nationalists to recent scholarship, 

highlighting shifts in focus, methodology, and understanding. Here's a general overview of this 

evolution: 

1. Early Nationalist Period (Late 19th and Early 20th Century): 

During this period, the focus of writing on women was often aligned with the broader nationalist 

movement. Women were portrayed as symbols of virtue and sacrifice, supporting the cause of 

independence. However, their agency and diverse roles were often overlooked in favor of their roles 

as wives, mothers, and martyrs. Works by authors like Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay and Sarojini 

Naidu highlighted women's virtues while reinforcing traditional gender roles. 

2. Social Reform Movements (Late 19th and Early 20th Century): 

The social reform movements of this period, led by figures like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ishwar 

Chandra Vidyasagar, advocated for women's education, widow remarriage, and other social changes. 

Some writings during this time began to discuss issues related to women's rights, highlighting their 

social and economic challenges. 

3. Early Feminist Writing (Late 19th and Early 20th Century): 

Some pioneering women like Kamini Roy and Pandita Ramabai began writing and speaking about 

women's rights and empowerment. They challenged traditional norms and called for gender 

equality. However, their works were often limited in reach and impact due to societal constraints. 

4. Post-Independence Period (1947 Onward): 

With India's independence, there was a renewed interest in women's issues and gender equality. 

Academic research on women's history gained momentum, shedding light on the experiences and 

contributions of women in various fields. Scholars like Vina Mazumdar, Uma Chakravarti, and Romila 

Thapar began exploring women's roles in politics, society, and culture. 

5. Feminist Scholarship (Late 20th Century Onward): 

Feminist scholars challenged the dominant narratives and delved deeper into women's history. They 

critiqued the patriarchal biases in historical accounts and aimed to uncover hidden stories and 

perspectives. Research expanded to cover diverse aspects of women's lives, including labor, sexuality, 

and agency. Writers like Kamala Das and Arundhati Roy also explored women's experiences through 

literature. 

6. Intersectionality and Global Perspective (Contemporary Era): 



 

Contemporary scholarship embraces intersectionality, recognizing that women's experiences are 

shaped by factors such as caste, class, religion, and sexuality. Researchers incorporate a global 

perspective, acknowledging connections between Indian women's experiences and international 

feminist movements. The field has expanded to include studies on gender in relation to globalization, 

urbanization, and technology. 

7. Recognition of Marginalized Voices: 

Recent scholarship places emphasis on recovering the stories of marginalized and subaltern women 

who were often excluded from mainstream historical narratives. Efforts are made to give voice to 

women from various regions, castes, and backgrounds. 

In conclusion, the evolution of writing on women in Indian history reflects broader societal changes, 

including shifts in gender norms, women's movements, and academic approaches. From being 

depicted primarily as symbols of virtue to being recognized as active agents in historical processes, 

women's stories have gained visibility and complexity over time. Contemporary scholarship 

continues to expand and diversify our understanding of women's experiences in Indian history. 

 

 

Q3. Study of sources has uncovered a great deal of information about women in the Mughal 

domain. Discuss either the public life of Jahanara Begum or the picture of the harem as seen in 

contemporary sources.  

Ans. Let's discuss the public life of Jahanara Begum, a prominent figure in the Mughal domain during 

the 17th century. 

Jahanara Begum: Her Public Life and Role 

Background: 

Jahanara Begum was the eldest daughter of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal. She 

was born in 1614 and lived during a significant period in Mughal history. Jahanara's life was marked 

by her active participation in various aspects of the Mughal court and society, and she held a 

prominent position even though she was not an empress. 

Sufi Inclinations and Patronage: 

Jahanara was known for her spiritual and Sufi inclinations. She became a disciple of the Sufi saint 

Mian Mir and was deeply involved in philanthropic activities. She established mosques, gardens, and 

sarais (rest houses) for travelers, demonstrating her commitment to social welfare. 

Literary and Intellectual Pursuits: 

Jahanara was well-educated and had a keen interest in literature and poetry. She wrote under the 

pen name "Lal Dede." Her literary work, "Mu'nis al-Arwāḥ" (The Confidant of Spirits), is a biography 

of the Sufi saint Mian Mir. This work showcases her intellectual capabilities and her involvement in 

literary circles. 

Political Influence: 

Jahanara played a political role in the Mughal court, especially during the later years of Shah Jahan's 

reign and during Aurangzeb's rule. She had a significant influence on her father's court and was often 



 

consulted on important matters. However, her political influence diminished during Aurangzeb's 

reign. 

Public Architecture and Patronage: 

Jahanara was a patron of architecture and commissioned several notable structures. She is credited 

with the construction of the Chandni Chowk market in Delhi, as well as a garden known as "Jahanara 

Bagh." Her architectural endeavors were an expression of her power and influence. 

Role During Shah Jahan's Illness: 

During Shah Jahan's illness in 1657, Jahanara played a crucial role in the power struggle between her 

brothers Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb. She supported Dara Shikoh's claim to the throne and was active 

in court politics during this tumultuous period. 

Legacy and Impact: 

Jahanara Begum's life highlights the complexities of women's roles in the Mughal court. She 

managed to carve out a public role for herself despite the patriarchal norms of the time. Her spiritual 

and philanthropic activities, literary pursuits, political influence, and architectural patronage 

showcase her multifaceted engagement in public life. 

Conclusion: 

Jahanara Begum's life provides insight into the diverse roles that women could play within the 

Mughal domain. Her contributions to various spheres of public life challenge traditional notions of 

women's roles in historical narratives. Her legacy serves as a reminder of the agency and impact that 

women could have in a society often dominated by men. 

 

 

Q4. Examine the poetry of Mirabai and Kabir through a gendered lens.  

Ans. Examining the poetry of Mirabai and Kabir through a gendered lens reveals insights into their 

perspectives on gender roles, societal norms, and the search for spiritual truth. Both Mirabai and 

Kabir lived in India during the 15th and 16th centuries and were known for their devotional poetry 

that challenged established conventions. Here's a gendered analysis of their poetry: 

Mirabai: 

Challenge to Patriarchal Norms: 

Mirabai's poetry reflects her defiance of patriarchal norms and her assertion of her own agency. She 

rejected the roles assigned to women in her society, particularly those of obedient wives, and 

expressed her longing for union with Lord Krishna. Her poems often depict her desire to break free 

from societal constraints and seek a direct connection with the divine. 

Challenging Marital Expectations: 

Mirabai's poems express her dissatisfaction with her marital duties and societal expectations. Her 

poems often highlight her yearning for spiritual fulfillment over traditional roles as a wife. She 

portrays herself as a lover of Krishna rather than a dutiful wife, subverting the dominant paradigm of 

women's roles. 



 

Empowerment and Identity: 

Mirabai's poetry showcases her empowerment and her ability to carve her own identity. By aligning 

herself with Krishna, she transcended societal norms and found a sense of self-worth and 

empowerment that went beyond traditional gender roles. 

Kabir: 

Gender Equality: 

Kabir's poetry, while not overtly focused on gender, does promote a sense of gender equality. His 

verses emphasize the idea of the divine as all-encompassing, beyond gender distinctions. This 

suggests a transcendence of the gender binary and underscores the universality of spiritual truth. 

Critique of Social Divisions: 

Kabir's poetry often criticizes societal divisions and hierarchies, including those based on caste and 

gender. His emphasis on the oneness of humanity and the divine implies a rejection of any form of 

discrimination, including gender-based discrimination. 

Spiritual Unity: 

Kabir's poems point to a spiritual unity that transcends gender. By focusing on the inner journey and 

the quest for truth, he highlights a dimension of spirituality that goes beyond external identities, 

including gender. 

Shared Themes: 

Spiritual Longing: Both Mirabai and Kabir's poetry reflects a deep yearning for spiritual connection 

and transcendence. Their verses are filled with expressions of longing for union with the divine. 

Challenging Norms: Both poets challenge conventional societal norms and expectations. While 

Mirabai's focus is more explicitly on challenging gender norms, Kabir's broader critique of social 

divisions includes questioning gender-based distinctions. 

Seeking Liberation: Both poets express a desire for liberation from worldly attachments and societal 

limitations. This shared aspiration for spiritual liberation underscores their common spiritual journey. 

In conclusion, examining the poetry of Mirabai and Kabir through a gendered lens reveals their 

distinct but intertwined perspectives on gender roles, societal norms, and spirituality. Mirabai's 

poetry challenges gender norms and affirms her identity as a seeker of spiritual truth. Kabir's poetry, 

while not exclusively focused on gender, promotes ideas of equality, unity, and the transcendence of 

societal divisions. Both poets offer valuable insights into the complexities of gender and spirituality in 

their respective historical and cultural contexts. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss the role of women in the national movement.  

Ans. The role of women in the Indian national movement was significant and multifaceted. Women 

contributed to various aspects of the movement, including political activism, social reform, and 

raising awareness about national issues. Despite societal constraints and patriarchal norms, women 



 

played an instrumental role in shaping India's struggle for independence. Here are some key ways in 

which women contributed to the national movement: 

1. Political Activism: 

Women actively participated in various political activities, including protests, marches, and boycott 

movements. They joined the non-cooperation movement, civil disobedience movement, and other 

mass protests against British rule. Their participation demonstrated their commitment to the cause 

of freedom and their willingness to endure hardships and repression. 

2. Leadership and Representation: 

Women leaders emerged as prominent figures in the national movement. Notable figures like 

Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant, Kamala Nehru, and Aruna Asaf Ali were instrumental in mobilizing 

women and leading political campaigns. They represented India at international forums and raised 

awareness about the country's struggle for independence. 

3. Formation of Women's Organizations: 

Women formed various organizations to promote social and political change. The All India Women's 

Conference (AIWC) was one such organization that advocated for women's rights, education, and 

participation in the national movement. These organizations provided platforms for women to voice 

their concerns and contribute to the broader movement. 

4. Mass Mobilization: 

Women played a crucial role in mobilizing masses. They organized picketing of liquor and foreign 

cloth shops during the non-cooperation movement, participated in salt satyagrahas, and engaged in 

acts of civil disobedience. Their active involvement in these actions added strength to the 

movement. 

5. Propagation of Nationalist Ideas: 

Women contributed to the dissemination of nationalist ideas through their participation in public 

speeches, writings, and pamphlets. They used literature, songs, and slogans to inspire people and 

spread awareness about the need for independence. 

6. Socio-Religious Reform: 

Women leaders like Annie Besant and Rukmini Devi Arundale were involved in socio-religious reform 

movements, advocating for women's rights, education, and eradication of harmful practices. These 

reform efforts were intertwined with the broader national movement's goals. 

7. Sacrifice and Symbolism: 

Several women participated in hunger strikes, courted arrests, and endured imprisonment alongside 

male activists. Their sacrifices and courage symbolized their commitment to the national cause and 

inspired others to join the struggle. 

8. Role in Mass Mobilization: 

Women actively participated in the Quit India Movement of 1942. They engaged in strikes, 

demonstrations, and acts of civil disobedience, challenging British authority and contributing to the 

intensification of the movement. 



 

9. Contribution to Education and Awareness: 

Women's contribution extended to the realm of education and awareness. They worked to spread 

education, particularly among women, and emphasized the importance of an enlightened citizenry 

for a free India. 

10. Post-Independence Contributions: 

Many women who were active in the national movement continued to contribute to the nation-

building process after independence, holding important positions in politics, administration, and 

social reform. 

In conclusion, women played a crucial and multifaceted role in the Indian national movement. Their 

contributions encompassed political activism, leadership, social reform, and raising awareness about 

the need for independence. Despite facing societal norms that restricted their roles, women defied 

these constraints and demonstrated their dedication to the cause of a free and sovereign India. Their 

efforts and sacrifices continue to be celebrated as integral to the nation's struggle for independence 

and its subsequent journey toward self-determination. 

 

 

Q6. Discuss the impact on women of the Partition of 1947 and the process of recovery of abducted 

women. 

Ans. The Partition of India in 1947 had a profound impact on women, leading to immense suffering, 

displacement, violence, and trauma. Women became victims of sexual violence, abduction, and 

forced migration during this tumultuous period. The recovery of abducted women was a complex 

and challenging process that aimed to address their plight and provide them with support and 

rehabilitation. Here's an overview of the impact on women and the recovery process: 

Impact on Women: 

Violence and Abduction: The Partition was marked by communal violence, and women often 

became targets of sexual violence and abduction. Many women were abducted, raped, and forced 

into marriage or servitude against their will. 

Trauma and Psychological Impact: The traumatic experiences of violence, loss, and displacement 

had long-lasting psychological effects on women. Many survivors carried the scars of their 

experiences throughout their lives. 

Displacement and Loss: Millions of women were displaced from their homes and communities due 

to the Partition. They lost their homes, families, and social support systems, leaving them vulnerable 

and in dire need of assistance. 

Social Stigma: Women who had been abducted or subjected to sexual violence faced social stigma 

within their own communities. This added to their difficulties in seeking support and justice. 

Family Disruption: Many families were torn apart by the violence and displacement, leaving women 

as the sole breadwinners or caregivers for their children. 

Recovery of Abducted Women: 



 

Efforts by Governments: The governments of India and Pakistan initiated efforts to recover abducted 

women and reunite them with their families. The governments established committees and agencies 

dedicated to this task. 

Rehabilitation Centers: Rehabilitation centers were set up to provide shelter, medical care, and 

psychological support to recovered women. These centers aimed to help women rebuild their lives 

and reintegrate into society. 

Legal Measures: Legal mechanisms were put in place to facilitate the identification, recovery, and 

repatriation of abducted women. These measures included the registration of missing persons and 

the issuance of identity certificates. 

Community Support: Social workers, activists, and organizations worked to raise awareness about 

the plight of abducted women and provide them with support. Community efforts were crucial in 

reuniting families and addressing the needs of survivors. 

Challenges: The recovery process faced numerous challenges, including the reluctance of some 

women to return due to fear of social stigma or threats from their abductors. The lack of proper 

documentation and the sheer scale of displacement also posed obstacles. 

Long-Term Impact: While the recovery process aimed to provide support and justice to abducted 

women, many survivors continued to face challenges in reintegrating into society, dealing with 

trauma, and reclaiming their lives. 

In conclusion, the Partition of 1947 had a devastating impact on women, subjecting them to 

violence, displacement, and trauma. The recovery of abducted women was a complex process that 

involved efforts by governments, organizations, and communities to provide support, rehabilitation, 

and justice. While these efforts aimed to address the immediate needs of survivors, the long-term 

impact of the Partition on women's lives and well-being continued to reverberate for generations. 


