
 

 

Agrarian Sociology PYQ 2020 

 

Q1. In what ways Agriculture transformed the Rural Environment? 

Ans. Agriculture has been a fundamental human activity for thousands of years, and its impact on 

the rural environment has been profound. Here are some of the ways in which agriculture has 

transformed the rural environment: 

1. Land Use Changes: 

Agriculture involves the clearing of land for cultivation, leading to changes in land use. Forests, 

grasslands, and wetlands have often been converted into agricultural fields, altering the natural 

landscape. 

2. Terracing and Irrigation: 

In regions with challenging terrain or limited water availability, farmers have developed 

techniques like terracing and irrigation to make land suitable for cultivation. These practices can 

reshape the landscape and promote agricultural productivity. 

3. Monoculture and Crop Selection: 

Agriculture often involves the cultivation of a limited number of crop species or even 

monoculture (the cultivation of a single crop). This can lead to a reduction in biodiversity in rural 

areas. 

4. Infrastructure Development: 

Agriculture necessitates the construction of infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and irrigation 

canals to support farming activities. These developments can alter the rural environment. 

5. Use of Chemicals and Pesticides: 

Modern agriculture relies on the use of fertilizers and pesticides to enhance crop yields. The 

application of these chemicals can have environmental impacts, including soil and water 

pollution. 

6. Livestock Farming: 

Livestock farming is an integral part of agriculture. It can lead to changes in the rural landscape, 

including the construction of barns, pastures, and feedlots. It also generates animal waste that 

can impact water quality. 

7. Deforestation and Habitat Loss: 

The expansion of agriculture often leads to deforestation and habitat loss, which can have 

detrimental effects on wildlife and biodiversity. 

8. Soil Erosion: 

Unsustainable farming practices, such as overgrazing and improper land management, can lead 

to soil erosion. This can result in the degradation of agricultural land and the alteration of 

landscapes. 

9. Water Usage and Alteration: 

Agriculture is a major consumer of freshwater resources. The construction of irrigation systems 

and the extraction of groundwater can alter local hydrology and impact aquatic ecosystems. 

10. Urbanization and Rural-Urban Interface: 

As agriculture has modernized and urbanized, rural areas have often experienced increased 

urban encroachment. This leads to changes in land use, housing development, and the 

coexistence of urban and rural environments. 

11. Cultural and Social Changes: 



 

 

Agriculture has shaped rural communities and cultures. It has influenced settlement patterns, 

lifestyles, and traditions in rural areas. 

12. Technological Advancements: 

Advances in agricultural technology, such as mechanization and genetically modified crops, have 

transformed the rural environment by increasing agricultural efficiency and changing farming 

practices. 

13. Conservation Efforts: 

In some cases, agriculture has also led to conservation efforts to protect natural habitats, 

promote sustainable farming practices, and reduce environmental impacts. 

In summary, agriculture has had a profound and multifaceted impact on the rural environment. 

While it has contributed to human sustenance and economic development, it has also raised 

important environmental and sustainability challenges that need to be addressed through 

responsible farming practices and environmental conservation efforts. 

 

 

Q2. Write an essay on the Economic Sociology of Subsistence Ethic among the peasantry. 

Ans. The economic sociology of subsistence ethic among the peasantry is a complex and 

multifaceted topic that explores the interplay between economic behavior, social norms, and cultural 

values within rural farming communities. The concept of a subsistence ethic refers to the set of 

economic principles and practices adopted by peasant societies primarily focused on securing basic 

necessities for survival, such as food, shelter, and clothing. This essay delves into the economic 

sociology of subsistence ethic among the peasantry, highlighting its key aspects, drivers, and 

implications. 

Key Aspects of Subsistence Ethic: 

1. Self-Sufficiency: Subsistence economies prioritize self-sufficiency, where peasants aim to 

produce enough to meet their immediate needs and those of their families. This often involves 

diversified farming to reduce reliance on external markets. 

2. Communal Cooperation: Peasant communities often engage in cooperative labor and resource-

sharing practices. This can include collective farming, communal land ownership, and the sharing 

of tools and equipment. 

3. Risk Aversion: Due to their vulnerability to external shocks, such as natural disasters or price 

fluctuations, subsistence-oriented peasants tend to be risk-averse. They prioritize stability and 

security over profit maximization. 

4. Limited Market Engagement: Subsistence economies are less integrated into broader markets 

compared to commercial economies. Peasants may participate in markets primarily to exchange 

surplus production or acquire goods they cannot produce themselves. 

5. Cultural Values: Subsistence ethic is often embedded in cultural values, including a strong 

connection to the land, intergenerational transmission of agricultural knowledge, and a sense of 

community. 

Drivers of Subsistence Ethic: 

1. Historical Context: Many subsistence-oriented peasant communities have historical roots that 

predate the rise of industrial capitalism. Their economic practices have been shaped by centuries 

of agrarian traditions. 



 

 

2. Resource Constraints: Limited access to land, capital, and technology can constrain peasants' 

ability to engage in commercial agriculture. Subsistence strategies emerge as pragmatic 

responses to resource scarcity. 

3. Social Norms and Identity: Social norms and cultural identity play a significant role in reinforcing 

subsistence-oriented behaviors. Peasants often take pride in their self-reliance and connection to 

the land. 

4. Economic Vulnerability: The unpredictable nature of agriculture and the potential for external 

exploitation can drive peasants to prioritize subsistence. Economic vulnerability reinforces the 

importance of self-sufficiency. 

Implications of Subsistence Ethic: 

1. Low Productivity: Subsistence-oriented agriculture tends to have lower productivity levels 

compared to commercial farming. This can limit income generation and economic growth in rural 

areas. 

2. Resilience: Subsistence strategies can confer a degree of resilience to economic and 

environmental shocks. Peasants' focus on diversified production and risk aversion can help them 

weather crises. 

3. Limited Market Integration: The limited engagement with markets can hinder rural development 

and economic diversification. It may also result in limited access to credit and modern 

technology. 

4. Cultural Preservation: Subsistence ethic is closely tied to cultural values and traditions. Efforts to 

modernize or commercialize agriculture must be sensitive to these cultural aspects. 

5. Sustainability: Subsistence-oriented farming practices often prioritize sustainability and 

ecological balance. This can contribute to environmentally friendly agricultural methods. 

In conclusion, the economic sociology of subsistence ethic among the peasantry is a dynamic and 

context-specific phenomenon. It reflects a complex interplay of historical, cultural, economic, and 

social factors. While subsistence-oriented peasants face challenges related to low productivity and 

limited market engagement, their practices also offer resilience, cultural preservation, and 

sustainable approaches to agriculture. Understanding the economic sociology of subsistence ethic is 

crucial for policymakers, development practitioners, and scholars working in rural and agricultural 

contexts. It highlights the importance of balancing economic development with the preservation of 

cultural and environmental values in peasant communities. 

 

 

Q3. Write an essay on the social Consequences of Green revolution. 

Ans. The Green Revolution, a series of agricultural innovations and practices that began in the mid-

20th century, aimed to significantly increase agricultural productivity and food production globally. 

While the Green Revolution achieved its goal of increasing crop yields, it also had far-reaching social 

consequences, both positive and negative, that transformed rural societies in many parts of the 

world. This essay explores the social consequences of the Green Revolution. 

Positive Social Consequences: 

1. Increased Food Security: One of the primary positive outcomes of the Green Revolution was 

increased food production. Higher crop yields ensured a more reliable food supply, reducing the 

risk of famine and food shortages in many regions. 



 

 

2. Income Generation: The Green Revolution often resulted in higher incomes for farmers who 

adopted modern agricultural practices. Increased productivity allowed them to sell surplus crops, 

generating additional revenue. 

3. Rural Employment: The adoption of high-yielding crop varieties and mechanized farming 

methods created new employment opportunities in rural areas. This helped reduce urban 

migration by providing employment options within the agricultural sector. 

4. Education and Awareness: The Green Revolution promoted education and awareness among 

farmers. Training programs, agricultural extension services, and the dissemination of agricultural 

knowledge led to improved farming practices. 

5. Women's Empowerment: In some cases, the Green Revolution empowered women by involving 

them in agricultural activities and income generation. This contributed to gender equality in 

farming communities. 

Negative Social Consequences: 

1. Income Disparities: While some farmers benefited from the Green Revolution, others did not. 

Income disparities widened as those who could afford modern inputs and technology reaped the 

benefits, while smallholders faced challenges in accessing these resources. 

2. Land Concentration: The Green Revolution sometimes led to land concentration in the hands of 

wealthier farmers or agribusinesses, displacing smaller landholders and tenant farmers. 

3. Environmental Degradation: Intensive farming practices associated with the Green Revolution, 

such as heavy use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, led to environmental degradation. Soil 

erosion, water pollution, and loss of biodiversity were common consequences. 

4. Dependency on Inputs: The adoption of high-yielding crop varieties often required farmers to 

purchase costly inputs like fertilizers and pesticides. This created dependency on external inputs 

and increased the financial burden on farmers. 

5. Loss of Traditional Crops: The focus on high-yield varieties led to the neglect and sometimes 

abandonment of traditional, locally adapted crops and varieties. This loss of agricultural diversity 

could have long-term consequences for food security. 

6. Social Dislocation: In some cases, the Green Revolution disrupted traditional social structures 

and cultural practices. For example, communal farming systems were replaced by individualized 

farming practices, leading to social dislocation. 

7. Health Concerns: The use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides raised health concerns among 

farmworkers and nearby communities due to exposure to toxic substances. 

8. Market Dependency: As agriculture became more market-oriented, farmers became increasingly 

dependent on market fluctuations. Price volatility could lead to financial instability and 

vulnerability for some farmers. 

In conclusion, the Green Revolution had both positive and negative social consequences, and its 

impact varied depending on the context and region. While it significantly increased agricultural 

productivity and food availability, it also brought about income disparities, environmental challenges, 

and changes in social structures. Understanding these social consequences is essential for 

policymakers, as it highlights the need for sustainable and equitable agricultural development 

strategies that address the challenges while retaining the benefits of increased food production. 

 

 

Q4. Delineate the progression of Land Reform in India since Independence. 



 

 

Ans. Land reform in India has been a long and complex process that has evolved since the country 

gained independence in 1947. The objectives of land reform in India include the redistribution of 

land from large landowners to landless or marginal farmers, the abolition of intermediaries, the 

consolidation of landholdings, and improving the socio-economic conditions of rural communities. 

Here is an overview of the progression of land reform in India since independence: 

Phase 1: Early Initiatives (1950s-1960s): 

• Immediately after independence, several states in India initiated land reform measures. 

• The Zamindari Abolition Acts were passed to abolish the Zamindari system, under which 

intermediaries collected land revenue from peasants. 

• The Land Ceiling Acts aimed to limit the maximum amount of land an individual or family could 

own to prevent excessive land concentration. 

• Tenancy reforms were introduced to protect the rights of tenants and provide security of tenure. 

Phase 2: Acceleration and Expansion (late 1960s-1970s): 

• The Green Revolution, which started in the late 1960s, led to increased agricultural productivity. 

However, it also accentuated the need for land reform to ensure equitable distribution of 

benefits. 

• The government of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi pushed for more comprehensive land reforms. 

• Many states enacted laws to impose land ceilings more strictly and initiated land redistribution 

programs. 

• Land Tribunals were established to adjudicate disputes related to land reform. 

Phase 3: Decline and Stagnation (1980s-1990s): 

• The momentum of land reform initiatives slowed down in the 1980s and 1990s. 

• Political factors, including opposition from influential landowners and a shift toward market-

oriented economic policies, contributed to the decline. 

• Implementation of land reform measures became weak, leading to limited land redistribution. 

• Land consolidation efforts also faced challenges. 

Phase 4: Recent Developments (2000s-Present): 

• In the 21st century, some states revived land reform efforts, acknowledging the need to address 

landlessness and inequality. 

• Digital land records and surveys have been introduced to improve land governance and reduce 

land disputes. 

• Some states have explored innovative models, such as community-based land reforms and land 

banks. 

• The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation, and 

Resettlement Act (2013) was enacted to regulate land acquisition for infrastructure and industrial 

projects, emphasizing fair compensation and the consent of affected communities. 

Challenges and Remaining Issues: 

• Despite decades of land reform efforts, landlessness and unequal land distribution persist in 

many parts of India. 

• Land disputes and litigation are common, often leading to delays in land redistribution. 

• The implementation of land reform measures varies widely from state to state. 



 

 

• Land acquisition for development projects remains a contentious issue, with concerns about 

displacement and inadequate compensation. 

In conclusion, the progression of land reform in India has been characterized by phases of 

acceleration, stagnation, and recent revival. While some progress has been made in addressing land 

inequality and landlessness, challenges remain, and the success of land reform initiatives depends on 

effective implementation, political will, and a commitment to equitable land distribution and social 

justice. 

 

 

Q5. What could Gender Analysis of Land contribute to our understanding of Indian agriculture?  

Ans. A gender analysis of land in the context of Indian agriculture is crucial for gaining a 

comprehensive understanding of the sector. Such an analysis contributes valuable insights into the 

complex interplay of gender roles, landownership, and agricultural productivity. Here are several 

ways in which gender analysis of land enhances our understanding of Indian agriculture: 

1. Ownership and Access to Land: 

• Gender analysis reveals disparities in landownership between men and women. In many parts of 

India, women have limited access to and control over land, either due to legal restrictions or 

customary practices. 

• Understanding these disparities helps identify the challenges women face in accessing land for 

agricultural purposes and the implications for their economic well-being. 

2. Agricultural Productivity: 

• Gender disparities in land ownership and access influence agricultural productivity. Women who 

have secure land rights are more likely to invest in sustainable farming practices and make long-

term improvements to their land. 

• Assessing the impact of gender on agricultural productivity provides insights into the potential 

benefits of women's land rights. 

3. Labor and Decision-Making: 

Gender analysis considers the division of labor in agriculture. Women often contribute significantly 

to agricultural work but may have limited decision-making power regarding farming practices or 

access to resources. 

Examining the roles of women and men in agricultural labor and decision-making informs strategies 

for enhancing agricultural efficiency and equity. 

4. Income and Livelihoods: 

• Gender disparities in land ownership directly affect women's income and livelihoods. Secure land 

rights can empower women economically and improve their well-being. 

• Analyzing the role of land in women's livelihoods provides insights into poverty alleviation and 

food security. 

5. Sustainable Agriculture: 



 

 

• Gender analysis highlights the role of women in sustainable agriculture and natural resource 

management. Women often have valuable traditional knowledge related to sustainable farming 

practices and biodiversity conservation. 

• Recognizing and supporting women's contributions to sustainable agriculture contributes to 

environmental conservation and food security. 

6. Legal and Policy Frameworks: 

• Gender analysis sheds light on the effectiveness of legal and policy frameworks related to land 

ownership and access. It identifies gaps in gender-sensitive land policies and implementation. 

• Advocacy for gender-responsive land policies and legal reforms is informed by such analysis. 

7. Social Dynamics and Empowerment: 

• Gender analysis delves into the social dynamics of land ownership and access, including the role 

of customary practices, norms, and institutions. 

• Understanding these dynamics informs strategies for empowering women and challenging 

discriminatory practices. 

8. Vulnerability and Resilience: 

• Gender analysis helps identify vulnerabilities faced by women in agriculture, such as those 

related to landlessness or land insecurity. It also highlights the resilience strategies employed by 

women. 

• Addressing vulnerabilities and building on resilience contributes to more inclusive and 

sustainable agricultural development. 

In summary, a gender analysis of land in Indian agriculture is essential for a holistic understanding of 

the sector. It reveals disparities in landownership, access, and control, shedding light on the complex 

gender dynamics within agricultural systems. Such analysis informs policy and interventions aimed at 

promoting gender equality, improving agricultural productivity, and fostering sustainable and 

inclusive agricultural development in India. 

 

 

Q6. What are the consequences of World Bank programs for third world peasantry? 

Ans. World Bank programs in third-world countries, particularly those related to development 

projects and economic reforms, have had significant consequences for peasantry and rural 

communities. While the World Bank's objectives often include poverty reduction and economic 

development, the impact of its programs on rural populations, including peasants, has been a subject 

of debate. The consequences can vary depending on the specific programs, country context, and 

implementation. Here are some of the key consequences of World Bank programs for third-world 

peasantry: 

1. Displacement and Land Disputes: 

Many World Bank-funded projects, such as infrastructure development and large-scale agricultural 

initiatives, have led to land acquisition and resettlement. Peasant communities often face 

displacement and land disputes as a result. 



 

 

In some cases, peasants lose access to their traditional lands, affecting their livelihoods and food 

security. 

2. Environmental Impact: 

Development projects financed by the World Bank, such as dam construction and mining, can have 

adverse environmental effects. Peasant communities often bear the brunt of environmental 

degradation, including reduced access to clean water, arable land, and natural resources. 

3. Agricultural Transformation: 

World Bank programs in agriculture have aimed to modernize farming practices. While this can 

increase agricultural productivity, it may also lead to the displacement of traditional subsistence 

agriculture and the loss of traditional knowledge. 

Some peasants may struggle to adapt to new technologies and market-oriented agricultural 

practices. 

4. Economic Vulnerability: 

Economic reforms and structural adjustment programs (SAPs) supported by the World Bank have 

sometimes led to the removal of subsidies, devaluation of currencies, and reduced government 

spending. These policies can result in increased economic vulnerability for rural communities. 

Peasants may face challenges in accessing credit, inputs, and markets under these reforms. 

5. Market Integration: 

World Bank programs often encourage market-oriented reforms, which can increase peasants' 

exposure to global markets. While this may create opportunities for income generation, it can also 

make them vulnerable to market fluctuations and price volatility. 

6. Social Impacts: 

Development-induced changes can disrupt traditional social structures and community cohesion. For 

example, resettled peasants may lose access to social support networks and cultural practices. 

7. Inequality and Social Exclusion: 

Some World Bank-funded programs have been criticized for exacerbating income and wealth 

inequality. Large-scale commercial projects may benefit a few elite actors at the expense of 

marginalized peasants. 

8. Health and Well-being: 

Changes in the environment, access to resources, and livelihoods can affect the health and well-

being of peasant communities. Reduced access to clean water or increased exposure to pollution can 

have detrimental health consequences. 

9. Resistance and Social Movements: 

In response to the consequences of World Bank programs, some peasant communities have 

organized resistance movements and protests. They may demand land rights, environmental 

protection, and social justice. 

10. Mixed Outcomes: 



 

 

- It's important to note that the consequences of World Bank programs are not uniformly negative. 

Some programs have led to positive outcomes, such as improved infrastructure, access to education, 

and poverty reduction in certain areas. 

In conclusion, the consequences of World Bank programs for third-world peasantry are complex and 

context-dependent. While some programs have contributed to economic development and poverty 

reduction, others have had adverse impacts on land rights, livelihoods, and the well-being of rural 

communities. Effective and equitable development requires careful consideration of the specific 

needs and rights of peasant populations, along with mechanisms to ensure their participation in 

decision-making processes related to development projects and policies. 


