
 

 

Creative Writing PYQ 2020 

 

Q1. What is the role of inspiration in creativity? Discuss with examples from the world around you.  

Ans. Inspiration plays a pivotal role in creativity, acting as the spark that ignites the creative process 

and fuels innovation. It serves as the catalyst that encourages individuals to generate new ideas, 

think outside the box, and produce novel solutions to problems. Here's a closer look at the role of 

inspiration in creativity, along with examples from the world around us: 

Stimulates Idea Generation: Inspiration often comes from various sources such as nature, art, 

literature, experiences, or even other creative works. When individuals encounter something 

inspiring, it triggers their minds to explore related ideas and possibilities. For example, the intricate 

patterns in a spider's web might inspire an architect to design a unique building facade. 

Motivates Action: Inspiration is a powerful motivator. It propels individuals to take action on their 

ideas and turn them into tangible creations. An example of this can be seen in the story of Elon 

Musk, who was inspired by science fiction literature to pursue ambitious projects like SpaceX and 

Tesla. 

Enhances Problem Solving: When faced with a challenge or problem, inspiration can provide a fresh 

perspective. For instance, the natural world has inspired numerous inventions, such as Velcro, which 

was inspired by the way burrs cling to clothing. 

Fosters Innovation: Inspirational experiences can lead to innovative solutions in various fields. The 

development of the iPod by Steve Jobs and Apple, for example, was inspired by a desire for a more 

convenient and portable music player. 

Promotes Collaborative Creativity: Inspirational experiences can be shared among individuals, 

leading to collaborative creativity. Many scientific breakthroughs, such as the discovery of the 

structure of DNA by James Watson and Francis Crick, were the result of collaborative inspiration. 

Cross-Pollination of Ideas: Inspiration often involves connecting ideas from different domains. For 

instance, the idea of using GPS technology for tracking wildlife movements was inspired by its 

original use in navigation. 

Cultural and Artistic Expression: Art and culture are often born from inspiration. Paintings, literature, 

music, and other creative expressions are deeply rooted in the inspiration drawn from the world 

around us. For example, Vincent van Gogh's paintings were inspired by the natural landscapes he 

encountered. 

Impact on Entrepreneurship: Entrepreneurs are often inspired to start businesses based on 

identified needs or opportunities. The founders of Airbnb, inspired by a shortage of lodging during a 

conference, created a platform that transformed the hospitality industry. 

Scientific Discovery: Many scientific breakthroughs have been influenced by inspiration. For 

example, the theory of evolution by Charles Darwin was inspired by observations of diverse species 

during his voyage on the HMS Beagle. 

Social Change: Inspirational leaders and figures often drive social change. Figures like Martin Luther 

King Jr., inspired by the idea of racial equality, played a crucial role in the civil rights movement. 



 

 

In summary, inspiration serves as a vital catalyst for creativity and innovation across various 

domains. It stimulates idea generation, motivates action, enhances problem-solving abilities, fosters 

innovation, promotes collaboration, and has a profound impact on culture, art, entrepreneurship, 

scientific discovery, and social change. Recognizing and actively seeking sources of inspiration can 

greatly enhance one's ability to think creatively and make meaningful contributions to the world. 

 

 

Q2. Write a narrative paragraph OR a short scene on a topic/theme of your choice, using any 5 of 

the following: metaphor, hyperbole, homophones, irony, oxymoron, synecdoche, and 

personification. 

Ans. As the sun dipped below the horizon, casting long shadows over the quiet town of 

Harmonyville, the evening sky painted itself in shades of burnt orange and rosy pink, creating a 

canvas of serenity. The cicadas, like a well-rehearsed orchestra, filled the air with their melodious 

hum, turning the surrounding forest into a symphony hall of nature's grand design. In the distance, 

the river whispered its secrets to the moon, its waters a shimmering ribbon of liquid silver. The stars 

above, like celestial diamonds, winked and twinkled in their cosmic dance. 

As the townspeople gathered for their weekly community bonfire, a flicker of anticipation ignited in 

their hearts. It was a night of storytelling, where tales grew taller than the tallest trees, and laughter 

echoed like ripples on the water. Old Mr. Johnson, known for his penchant for hyperbole, swore he 

had seen a fish in the river that was as big as a house, and the whole town laughed as they imagined 

a colossal trout swimming beneath the moonlit surface. 

Young Billy, a master of homophones, delighted in reciting riddles that left the crowd both puzzled 

and amused. "Why did the scarecrow win an award?" he quizzed with a mischievous grin. "Because 

he was outstanding in his field!" 

But the most enchanting part of the evening was when the town's storyteller, Miss Abigail, spun her 

tales with such poetic irony that even the fireflies paused to listen. She spoke of a love so fierce it 

could melt the coldest heart, of a world where the night and day danced an eternal tango, and of a 

tree that whispered secrets to those who dared to listen. 

In this small town, under the vast, star-studded sky, synecdoche was at play as each person 

represented the whole, and personification breathed life into the very essence of Harmonyville. This 

was a place where the ordinary became extraordinary, and the beauty of life was found not only in 

the stories told but in the very act of coming together, like fireflies in the night, to share in the magic 

of the moment. 

 

 

Q3. What is the difference between free verse, blank verse and rhymed verse?  

Ans. Free verse, blank verse, and rhymed verse are three different forms of poetry, each with 

distinct characteristics: 

Free Verse: 



 

 

Structure: Free verse is characterized by its lack of a regular rhyme scheme or meter. It does not 

adhere to any specific rules regarding rhyme, rhythm, or line length. 

Flexibility: Free verse provides poets with the most freedom in terms of structure and form. Poets 

can use line breaks, punctuation, and other stylistic devices to create their desired effect. 

Natural Speech: Free verse often aims to mimic the natural flow of speech and thought. It allows for 

a more relaxed and conversational tone. 

Examples: Walt Whitman's "Leaves of Grass" and T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land" are notable examples 

of free verse. 

Blank Verse: 

Structure: Blank verse is unrhymed poetry that adheres to a specific meter, most commonly iambic 

pentameter. Iambic pentameter consists of lines with ten syllables, where each syllable alternates in 

stress, with the stress falling on every second syllable (da-DUM, da-DUM, da-DUM). 

Rhythm: While blank verse does not have a rhyme scheme, it does have a regular rhythm due to its 

meter, which gives it a structured and formal quality. 

Versatility: Blank verse is versatile and is commonly used in both dramatic works (such as 

Shakespearean plays) and narrative poetry. 

Examples: William Shakespeare's plays, including "Hamlet" and "Macbeth," are famous examples of 

blank verse. 

Rhymed Verse: 

Structure: Rhymed verse is poetry that follows a specific rhyme scheme. The rhyme scheme can vary 

from poem to poem, and it can be quite simple (e.g., AABB, ABAB) or more complex (e.g., sonnet 

forms like ABABCDCDEFEFGG). 

Rhythm: Rhymed verse can have a regular or irregular rhythm, depending on the poet's preference. 

It does not have a specific meter requirement like blank verse. 

Musical Quality: Rhymed verse often has a musical quality due to the repetition of sounds, and it is 

often used in lyrical and emotionally charged poetry. 

Examples: Shakespeare's sonnets are well-known examples of rhymed verse, as are the poems of 

Robert Frost, such as "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening." 

In summary, the main differences between these three forms of poetry are in their approach to 

rhyme, meter, and structure: 

• Free verse is unstructured and does not adhere to specific rhyme or meter. 

• Blank verse is unrhymed but follows a specific meter, usually iambic pentameter. 

• Rhymed verse adheres to a specific rhyme scheme but does not have a required meter, allowing 

for more flexibility in rhythm. 

• Each form offers poets a unique way to express their thoughts and emotions through the use of 

language and poetic devices. 

 

 



 

 

Q4. Explain the concept of characterization in drama.  

Ans. Characterization in drama refers to the process by which playwrights and actors create and 

develop characters within a theatrical work. It involves providing depth, complexity, and distinct 

qualities to the characters so that they come to life on stage and engage the audience. 

Characterization is essential for making the characters relatable, believable, and emotionally 

resonant with the audience. 

Here are some key aspects of characterization in drama: 

1. Physical Attributes: Characterization often begins with physical attributes, including a character's 

age, gender, appearance, and clothing. These elements help the audience form initial impressions of 

the character. 

2. Personality Traits: Characters are defined by their personalities, which encompass their 

temperament, attitudes, values, beliefs, desires, and flaws. Well-drawn characters have multifaceted 

personalities that evolve over the course of the play. 

3. Motivations and Goals: Understanding what drives a character is crucial for characterization. Their 

motivations, whether they seek love, power, revenge, or justice, inform their actions and decisions 

throughout the play. 

4. Background and History: A character's past experiences, family background, education, and life 

history can significantly impact their behavior and choices. This information helps create a more 

realistic character. 

5. Relationships: How characters interact with one another and the dynamics of their relationships 

contribute to their characterization. These interactions reveal aspects of their personalities and 

motivations. 

6. Dialogue and Speech: The way characters speak, including their tone, vocabulary, and speech 

patterns, can reveal much about their character. Dialogue is a powerful tool for conveying a 

character's emotions, intelligence, and social status. 

7. Actions and Behavior: Characters' actions and behavior provide insights into their personalities. 

The choices they make under different circumstances demonstrate their character traits and 

development. 

8. Character Arc: Many characters undergo a character arc throughout the play, experiencing 

personal growth or change. This arc can be positive (character development) or negative (character 

deterioration). 

9. Foils: Characters are often contrasted with one another to highlight their differences and 

similarities. Such foils help in character development and thematic exploration. 

10. Monologues and Soliloquies: In dramatic monologues or soliloquies, characters reveal their 

inner thoughts and emotions to the audience, providing a deeper understanding of their motivations 

and dilemmas. 

11. Symbolism: Characters may symbolize broader themes or ideas within the play. Their names, 

roles, and actions can carry symbolic meaning that adds depth to the drama. 

Effective characterization allows the audience to connect with and invest in the characters, making 

their struggles and conflicts more emotionally engaging. It also contributes to the overall themes and 



 

 

messages of the play by exploring human nature, society, and the human condition through the lens 

of the characters' experiences. 

In theater, characterization is a collaborative effort between the playwright, director, and actors. 

Playwrights provide the initial character descriptions and dialogue, directors guide actors in 

interpreting and embodying the characters, and actors use their skills and creativity to bring the 

characters to life on the stage. Ultimately, well-executed characterization enriches the theatrical 

experience and enhances the storytelling in drama. 

 

 

Q5. Do you think that the language of news is different from the language of creative writing? Why 

do you/don’t you think so?  

Ans. Yes, the language of news is typically different from the language of creative writing, and there 

are several reasons for this distinction: 

1. Objective vs. Subjective Tone: 

News: News reporting aims to be objective, factual, and impartial. Journalists use a neutral tone and 

avoid injecting personal opinions or emotions into their writing. The focus is on conveying 

information accurately and transparently. 

Creative Writing: Creative writing, on the other hand, often embraces subjectivity and personal 

expression. It may use language that evokes emotions, paints vivid imagery, and explores the inner 

thoughts and feelings of characters or the author. Creative writing can be highly stylized and may 

prioritize artistic or emotional impact over strict objectivity. 

 

2. Style and Structure: 

News: News articles typically follow a standardized structure, such as the "inverted pyramid" style, 

where the most important information is presented first, followed by less critical details. The 

language is concise, direct, and focused on answering the who, what, where, when, why, and how 

questions. 

Creative Writing: Creative works often have more freedom in structure and style. They may employ 

various literary techniques like metaphor, simile, symbolism, and extended description to create a 

unique and immersive reading experience. The focus is on storytelling, character development, and 

thematic exploration. 

 

3. Vocabulary and Tone: 

News: News writing uses a straightforward vocabulary and avoids overly complex or flowery 

language. The tone is matter-of-fact and aims to provide information efficiently. 

Creative Writing: Creative works allow for a broader vocabulary and more diverse linguistic choices. 

The tone can vary widely, from poetic and lyrical to humorous or dark, depending on the author's 

intent and the story being told. 



 

 

 

4. Objectivity vs. Artistic License: 

News: Journalists are expected to adhere to ethical standards of accuracy and impartiality. They are 

obligated to report facts objectively and verify information from multiple sources. 

Creative Writing: Creative writers have artistic license to bend or break rules, including the use of 

unreliable narrators, non-linear timelines, or fantastical elements. Their primary goal is to engage 

readers emotionally or intellectually, not necessarily to adhere to factual accuracy. 

 

5. Audience and Purpose: 

News: News writing serves the primary purpose of informing the public about current events, often 

for a broad audience seeking facts and updates. 

Creative Writing: Creative works are designed for entertainment, artistic expression, and exploring 

complex themes. They often target a more specific or niche audience interested in storytelling and 

creativity. 

While the language of news and creative writing differs, it's important to note that there can be 

some overlap or blending of styles, especially in feature articles, long-form journalism, or opinion 

pieces within the realm of news writing. Additionally, some forms of creative nonfiction, such as 

literary journalism, bridge the gap between the two styles by incorporating storytelling techniques 

into factual reporting. Nonetheless, the fundamental distinction between the objective, factual 

language of news and the expressive, imaginative language of creative writing remains significant. 

 

 

Q6. Write a feature or a personal column on ‘Creativity in Everyday Life’. 

Ans. Title: Unleashing the Magic: Creativity in Everyday Life 

In the hustle and bustle of our daily routines, it's easy to overlook the innate human capacity for 

creativity. Many of us associate creativity with artists, musicians, or writers, believing that it's a gift 

bestowed upon a select few. However, the truth is that creativity resides within each of us, waiting to 

be awakened and harnessed in our everyday lives. 

Creativity is not limited to the realm of the arts; it's a powerful force that can be applied to every 

aspect of our existence. From problem-solving at work to finding innovative ways to spend quality 

time with our loved ones, creativity adds a touch of magic to the mundane. 

 

The Spark of Inspiration: 

Creativity begins with a spark of inspiration. It's that moment when an idea flashes into your mind, 

seemingly out of nowhere. It might be a solution to a work-related challenge, a unique recipe using 

the ingredients in your kitchen, or a creative way to surprise a friend on their birthday. 



 

 

Embracing creativity means being open to these sparks of inspiration and giving them room to 

flourish. It's about trusting your intuition and allowing yourself to explore uncharted territory, even if 

it feels a bit uncomfortable at first. 

 

Creativity in Problem-Solving: 

One of the most practical applications of creativity in everyday life is problem-solving. Whether 

you're faced with a complex project at work or a personal dilemma, a creative approach can lead to 

innovative solutions. 

Think about how you can reframe the problem, break it down into smaller parts, or approach it from 

a completely different angle. Sometimes, the most unconventional ideas are the ones that lead to 

breakthroughs. 

 

Creativity in Relationships: 

Creativity can also deepen our connections with others. In our fast-paced lives, finding meaningful 

ways to spend time with loved ones can be a challenge. Yet, creativity can transform seemingly 

ordinary moments into unforgettable experiences. 

Consider creating a themed dinner night at home, planning a surprise adventure, or simply writing a 

heartfelt letter to express your feelings. These small gestures can have a profound impact on your 

relationships and create lasting memories. 

 

Nurturing Your Creative Spirit: 

To harness creativity in your everyday life, it's essential to nurture your creative spirit. Here are 

some tips to help you unlock your creative potential: 

1. Embrace curiosity: Cultivate a sense of wonder and curiosity about the world around you. Ask 

questions, explore new interests, and seek inspiration from various sources. 

2. Make time for creativity: Dedicate time in your schedule for creative pursuits, whether it's 

painting, writing, gardening, or any other activity that sparks your imagination. 

3. Embrace failure: Don't be afraid to make mistakes or encounter setbacks. Failure is often a 

stepping stone to innovation and growth. 

4. Collaborate: Share your ideas and collaborate with others. Sometimes, the synergy of different 

perspectives can lead to extraordinary results. 

5. Practice mindfulness: Mindfulness techniques can help quiet your mind and create the mental 

space for creativity to flourish. 

6. Stay open-minded: Be receptive to new ideas and viewpoints, as they can broaden your creative 

horizons. 

Creativity in everyday life is not a luxury; it's a necessity for personal growth, problem-solving, and 

enriching our relationships. It's a reminder that we each possess a wellspring of imagination waiting 

to be tapped. So, the next time you find yourself facing a challenge or seeking to make ordinary 

moments extraordinary, remember that creativity is your secret weapon – use it liberally, and watch 

the magic unfold. 


