Environmental Sociology PYQ 2020

Q1. How does realist and constructivist analyse an environmental issue? Explain with examples.

Ans. Realist and constructivist perspectives are two different schools of thought in international
relations that offer distinct ways of analyzing environmental issues. While realists focus on power,
state interests, and material factors, constructivists emphasize the role of ideas, norms, and social
constructs in shaping international politics. Let's explore how each of these perspectives analyzes
environmental issues with examples:

Realist Analysis of an Environmental Issue:

Realists, guided by the principles of realism in international relations, tend to view environmental
issues through the lens of state-centric interests, power politics, and the pursuit of national interests.
They argue that states prioritize their own survival and security, and environmental concerns are
often secondary to these core objectives. Here's how a realist might analyze an environmental
issue:

Example: Climate Change and Realism

In the context of climate change, realists might argue that powerful states prioritize their own
economic growth and security over global environmental concerns. They would point to instances
where states, particularly major emitters of greenhouse gases like the United States and China, have
resisted binding international agreements to reduce emissions or have prioritized economic interests
over environmental goals. Realists may contend that in the anarchic international system, states are
more likely to pursue short-term economic.interests-and engage in competitive behavior, even if it
exacerbates environmental problems:

Constructivist Analysis of an Environmental Issue:

Constructivists, on the-other hand, focus.on the role of ideas, norms, and social constructs in shaping
state behavior and.international relations. They argue that environmental issues can be understood
as socially constructed problems that are influenced by shared beliefs and norms. Here's how a
constructivist might analyze an environmental issue:

Example: Banning CFCs and Constructivism

In the case of the Montreal Protocol, which aimed to phase out the use of chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) due to their contribution to ozone depletion, constructivists would emphasize the role of
normative change. They might argue that the successful negotiation and implementation of the
protocol were driven by a change in the normative framework surrounding environmental
protection. Scientists, activists, and states came to recognize the global threat posed by ozone
depletion and the need for coordinated action. Constructivists would highlight how shared
understandings and normative shifts led to the adoption of the protocol and the subsequent
reduction in CFC production.

In summary, realist and constructivist analyses of environmental issues differ in their focus and
explanatory factors. Realists emphasize state interests, power, and material considerations, while
constructivists emphasize the role of ideas, norms, and social constructs. Both perspectives offer



valuable insights into understanding and addressing environmental challenges, but they approach
these issues from distinct theoretical standpoints.

Q2. Elucidate the Ecological Production thesis in accordance with development of environmental
sociology.

Ans. The Ecological Production thesis is a concept within environmental sociology that explores the
complex relationship between society, the economy, and the environment. This thesis emphasizes
the ways in which human societies produce, consume, and transform ecological resources and how
these processes impact both social and environmental outcomes. The development of this thesis
within environmental sociology has been instrumental in understanding the environmental
consequences of economic and industrial activities. Here, we'll elucidate the Ecological Production
thesis and its role in the development of environmental sociology:

Key Elements of the Ecological Production Thesis:

1. Production and Consumption: The thesis recognizes that human societies engage in various
forms of production and consumption that rely on natural resources and ecosystems. This
includes the extraction of raw materials, energy production, manufacturing, and agriculture.

2. Resource Dependency: It emphasizes that societies are fundamentally dependent on natural
resources for economic activities. This resource dependency.iscentral to understanding how
environmental changes can have significant societal impacts.

3. Environmental Degradation: The Ecological Production thesis acknowledges that many forms of
economic production and consumption'lead to environmental degradation, such as pollution,
resource depletion, and habitat destruction.

4. Feedback Loops: It highlights the existence of feedback loops in which environmental changes,
caused by human activities, can in turn affect society. For example, environmental degradation
can lead to food and water scarcity, displacement of populations, and health issues.

5. Social Inequalities: The thesis recognizes that the ecological consequences of production and
consumption are not evenly distributed. Vulnerable and marginalized groups often bear a
disproportionate burden of environmental harm.

6. Globalization: Globalization and interconnectedness are integral to the Ecological Production
thesis. It underscores how economic activities in one part of the world can have far-reaching
environmental consequences globally.

Development of Environmental Sociology with the Ecological Production Thesis:

The Ecological Production thesis has played a crucial role in the development of environmental
sociology by highlighting the following key aspects:

1. Interdisciplinary Perspective: Environmental sociology emerged as an interdisciplinary field that
bridges sociology, ecology, economics, and other disciplines. The Ecological Production thesis
fosters collaboration across these domains to understand the complex interactions between
society and the environment.

2. Social Structures and Institutions: Environmental sociology explores how social structures,
institutions, and power dynamics shape ecological production and its outcomes. This includes
the role of governments, corporations, and civil society in influencing environmental practices.



3. Environmental Movements: The thesis has informed the study of environmental movements
and activism. It examines how social movements advocate for changes in ecological production
processes and policies to address environmental issues.

4. Sustainability and Alternatives: Environmental sociology has increasingly focused on
sustainability and alternative models of production and consumption. Researchers explore how
societies can transition toward more ecologically sustainable practices and economies.

5. Policy and Advocacy: Scholars in environmental sociology often engage in policy analysis and
advocacy to address ecological production challenges. They work to influence policies and
regulations that mitigate environmental harm and promote sustainability.

6. Environmental Justice: The thesis has been instrumental in the study of environmental justice,
which examines how marginalized communities are disproportionately affected by ecological
production processes and how they mobilize for equitable solutions.

In conclusion, the Ecological Production thesis is a fundamental concept in environmental sociology
that underscores the interconnectedness of society, the economy, and the environment. It has
contributed to the field's development by providing a framework to analyze the social and
environmental dimensions of ecological production and consumption; thus facilitating a deeper
understanding of the complex challenges and potential solutions in the face of environmental issues.

Q3. How does global environmental risk engagesin a critique with technological development of
modern life?

Ans. Global environmental risk engages in a critical examination of the technological development of
modern life by highlighting the potential. negative consequences and vulnerabilities associated with
the rapid advancement of technology. This engagement takes the form of a critique that questions
the assumptions, practices, and impacts of technological development on the environment and
society. Here's how global environmental risk engages in this critique:

1. Unintended Consequences:

Global environmental risk analysis highlights how technological innovations often come with
unintended environmental consequences. For example, the industrial revolution brought about
significant improvements in production and living standards but also led to widespread pollution,
resource depletion, and habitat destruction.

Critique: The critique questions whether society adequately considers and addresses these
unintended consequences when pursuing technological advancements.

2. Technological Dependence:

Modern life is increasingly dependent on technology for various aspects of daily living, from
communication and transportation to energy production and agriculture.

Critique: Environmental risk analysis raises concerns about society's vulnerability to technological
failures or disruptions, such as cyberattacks, power outages, or system failures, and their potential
cascading impacts on the environment and well-being.

3. Environmental Degradation:



Many technological developments contribute to environmental degradation, including air and water
pollution, deforestation, habitat destruction, and climate change.

Critique: This critique questions the sustainability of modern technological systems and their impacts
on ecological systems and biodiversity. It emphasizes the need for more responsible and sustainable
technological practices.

4. Resource Intensiveness:

The production and disposal of technological devices and infrastructure require significant amounts
of resources, including minerals, metals, and energy.

Critique: Environmental risk analysis raises concerns about the extraction, depletion, and
environmental damage associated with resource-intensive technological development, especially in
the context of finite global resources.

5. Inequities and Disparities:

The benefits of technological advancement are not equally distributed globally. Access to modern
technologies often exacerbates existing social and economic disparities.

Critique: The critique highlights the need to address technology-driven inequities and ensure that
the benefits of technological development are shared more equitably acress societies and regions.

6. Ethical Considerations:

Environmental risk analysis engages in ethical discussions regarding the moral responsibility of
technological development. It questions whether certain technological advancements, such as
military technologies or bioengineering, raise ethical dilemmas and potential risks to humanity and
the environment.

Critique: The critique underscores theiimportance of ethical considerations in shaping the trajectory
of technological development and.its impacts on the environment and society.

7. Long-Term Sustainability:

Global environmental risk analysis calls attention to the long-term sustainability of technological
systems and their compatibility with planetary boundaries.

Critique: This critigue emphasizes the need for a transition toward more sustainable technologies,
circular economies, and ecological approaches to development to minimize global environmental
risks.

In summary, the engagement of global environmental risk in a critique of technological development
of modern life underscores the importance of responsible, ethical, and sustainable technological
practices. It encourages a critical examination of the impacts and vulnerabilities associated with
technology-driven advancements and seeks to mitigate environmental risks while fostering a more
equitable and sustainable relationship between technology, society, and the environment.

Q4. Critically examine the ecofeminist understanding of the relationship between women and
nature?



Ans. Ecofeminism is a social and political movement that emerged in the late 20th century, seeking
to examine and address the interconnected oppressions of women and the environment. It offers a
critical perspective on the relationship between women and nature, emphasizing the ways in which
patriarchy and environmental degradation are interlinked. Here, we will critically examine the
ecofeminist understanding of this relationship:

Key Tenets of Ecofeminism:

1. Patriarchy and Domination: Ecofeminism argues that both women and nature have been
historically subjugated and dominated by patriarchal structures. This domination involves the
control and exploitation of women's bodies and the appropriation and degradation of natural
resources.

2. Dualisms and Hierarchies: Ecofeminists critique dualistic thinking that has traditionally placed
men over women and culture over nature. They argue that such hierarchies have enabled the
oppression of both women and the environment.

3. Connection to the Earth: Ecofeminism emphasizes the idea that women, historically associated
with nurturing and caregiving, have a special connection to the earth and natural cycles. This
connection is often seen as a source of empowerment and a basis for environmental
stewardship.

4. Respect for Diversity: Ecofeminists advocate for a more-helistic and inclusive worldview that
respects the diversity of life forms and recognizes the'intrinsic value of all beings.

Critique and Analysis of Ecofeminism:

While ecofeminism has contributed valuable insights to environmental and feminist thought, it has
also faced criticism and scholarly debate:

1. Essentialism: Some critics argue that ecofeminism risks essentializing women and nature,
assuming a universal connection between them. This oversimplification can overlook the
diversity of women's experiences and.the complex relationship between gender and nature.

2. Intersectionality: Ecofeminism has been critiqued for its failure to adequately address
intersectionality, which considers how gender, race, class, and other factors intersect to shape
individuals' experiences of oppression. Critics argue that a more intersectional approach is
needed.to understand the diverse experiences of women and their relationship to nature.

3. Political Strategy: Some critics question the practicality and effectiveness of ecofeminism as a
political strategy for environmental and gender justice. They argue that it may not provide
concrete solutions for addressing the complex issues of patriarchy and environmental
degradation.

4. Diversity of Perspectives: Ecofeminism encompasses a wide range of perspectives, and not all
ecofeminists agree on key concepts and strategies. This diversity can make it challenging to
define a unified ecofeminist approach.

5. Agency and Empowerment: Critics argue that ecofeminism sometimes portrays women
primarily as victims of environmental degradation rather than as agents of change. They call for a
more balanced portrayal that highlights women's agency and activism in environmental and
social movements.

In conclusion, ecofeminism offers a critical perspective on the relationship between women and
nature, emphasizing the interconnectedness of patriarchal oppression and environmental
degradation. While it has contributed valuable insights, it is not without its critiques and debates. It



is important to recognize the diversity of perspectives within ecofeminism and to engage in ongoing
dialogue to address the complex issues of gender, nature, and social justice.

Q5. Write an essay on development induced displacement and prospect environmental crisis with
reference to Dam building.

Ans. Development-induced displacement refers to the forced relocation of communities and
individuals as a result of large-scale development projects, with dam construction being a prominent
example. These projects are often undertaken for economic development, energy production, or
water management purposes. While they can have various benefits, such as increased electricity
generation and improved irrigation, they can also lead to significant environmental and social
consequences, giving rise to a prospect of environmental crisis. This essay explores development-
induced displacement in the context of dam building and its potential environmental implications.

Development-Induced Displacement:

Development-induced displacement occurs when infrastructure projects, like dam construction,
require the relocation of communities living in the project'svicinity. The displaced populations are
often indigenous or marginalized communities that rely on their natural surroundings for their
livelihoods. The reasons for displacement can include:

a) Reservoir Creation: Large dams often involve the creation of reservoirs, which inundate vast
areas of land, displacing people who live'in these areas.

b) Infrastructure Construction: Dam projects necessitate the construction of access roads, power
lines, and other infrastructure, leading to additional displacement.

c) Environmental Impact: Dam construction can have profound ecological impacts, such as altering
river ecosystems and water flow, which-may displace local communities dependent on these
ecosystems.

Prospects of Environmental Crisis:

While dams have been essential for meeting energy and water resource needs, they can also lead
to environmental crises, primarily due to the following factors:

a) “Habitat Destruction: The inundation of large land areas to create reservoirs can result in the loss
of valuable habitats, disruption of ecosystems, and loss of biodiversity. This habitat destruction
can have long-term environmental consequences.

b) Altered River Dynamics: Dams alter river flow and sediment transport, affecting downstream
habitats and potentially leading to erosion and sedimentation issues, which, in turn, harm
aquatic ecosystems.

c) Water Quality: Dams can impact water quality by altering the temperature, oxygen levels, and
nutrient content of downstream waters. This can lead to reduced water quality and harm aquatic
life.

d) Climate Change: Some dams can contribute to greenhouse gas emissions by trapping organic
matter in reservoirs, which decomposes and releases methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

e) Indirect Effects: Displacement and resettlement of communities can lead to deforestation,
increased agriculture, and urbanization, further stressing ecosystems.

Mitigating Environmental Crisis:



To mitigate the potential environmental crisis associated with dam building and development-
induced displacement, various strategies can be employed:

a) Environmental Impact Assessment: Rigorous environmental impact assessments (EIAs) must be
conducted before dam construction. These assessments should consider ecological and social
factors, including potential displacement.

b) Resettlement Planning: Proper resettlement and rehabilitation of displaced communities are
crucial. This includes providing alternative livelihoods, access to education, healthcare, and basic
amenities.

c) Ecosystem Restoration: Efforts should be made to restore and rehabilitate affected ecosystems
to mitigate habitat loss and ecological disruption.

d) Hydropower Efficiency: The development of more efficient hydropower technologies, such as
run-of-river and small-scale hydropower, can minimize environmental.impacts.

e) Transparency and Accountability: There should be transparency in decision-making processes,
and affected communities should have a say in project planning and implementation.

f) Alternative Energy Sources: Exploring alternative and renewable energy sources, suchas solar
and wind power, can reduce the need for large dams.

In conclusion, development-induced displacement, often associated with dam building, poses a
significant environmental challenge. While dams have undeniable benefits, their construction and
operation can lead to environmental crises, including habitat destruction, altered river dynamics, and
water quality issues. Mitigating these consequences requires.comprehensive planning, sustainable
practices, and a commitment to environmental and social responsibility. Balancing the need for
development with environmental preservation.is.crucial for addressing the prospect of an
environmental crisis in the wake of dam construction and associated displacement.

Q6. Third world environmental movements are inseparable from struggle for social justice.
Substantiate with appropriate case studies from India.

Ans. Environmental movements in the Third World, including India, are often intertwined with the
broader struggle for social justice. These movements recognize that environmental degradation
disproportionately affects marginalized and vulnerable communities, and they advocate for both
ecological sustainability and social equity. Here, we substantiate this relationship with case studies
from India:

1. Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA):

The NBA is one of India's most prominent environmental and social justice movements, focusing on
the Sardar Sarovar Dam project on the Narmada River. The project aimed to provide water and
electricity but would displace thousands of people, primarily tribal communities.

a) Social Justice Aspect: NBA argued that the dam disproportionately affected marginalized
communities. Displaced villagers faced landlessness, loss of livelihoods, and inadequate
resettlement.

b) Ecological Sustainability: The movement raised concerns about the environmental impact of the
dam on river ecosystems and forests.

2. Chipko Movement:



The Chipko Movement began in the 1970s in Uttarakhand, India, as a protest against deforestation.
Local villagers, primarily women, hugged trees to prevent them from being felled by loggers.

a) Social Justice Aspect: Chipko was not only about ecological conservation but also about
preserving the livelihoods of forest-dependent communities. It aimed to prevent the exploitation
of these communities by commercial logging interests.

b) Ecological Sustainability: The movement sought to protect the Himalayan forests, which play a
critical role in water conservation and preventing landslides.

3. Bhopal Gas Tragedy and Aftermath:

The Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984, when a chemical leak from a pesticide plant killed thousands and
injured many more, highlighted the dire consequences of industrial pollution.

a) Social Justice Aspect: The tragedy disproportionately affected the impoverished residents of
Bhopal. The survivors have been fighting for justice, compensation, and proper healthcare for
decades.

b) Ecological Sustainability: The disaster revealed the environmental hazards of unchecked
industrialization and the need for stringent regulations.

4. Anti-mining Movements:

Various regions in India have witnessed anti-mining movements; where local communities resist
mining activities due to their adverse social and environmental impacts.

a) Social Justice Aspect: These movements often involve indigenous or tribal communities whose
land and livelihoods are threatened. They demand compensation, land rights, and sustainable
development alternatives.

b) Ecological Sustainability: The movements highlight the environmental destruction caused by
mining, including deforestation, water pollution, and habitat degradation.

5. Save Western Ghats Movement:

The Western Ghats in India face multiple environmental threats, including deforestation, mining, and
infrastructure development.

a) Social Justice Aspect: The movement advocates for the rights of local communities, including
tribal populations, to protect their livelihoods and cultural heritage.

b) “Ecological Sustainability: It seeks to conserve the rich biodiversity of the Western Ghats, which is
crucial for ecological balance and water resources.

In all these case studies, the environmental movements in India not only address ecological
concerns but also advocate for social justice, equity, and the protection of marginalized communities.
They recognize that environmental degradation often exacerbates existing inequalities and that
sustainable development must prioritize the well-being of both people and the planet. This
inseparable link between environmental and social justice is a hallmark of Third World environmental
movements in India and beyond.



