
 

 

Understanding Heritage PYQ 2021 

 

Q1. Distinguish between tangible and intangible heritage. Do you think they are mutually 

exclusive?  

Ans. Tangible and intangible heritage are two distinct categories that encompass different aspects of 

cultural and historical significance. While they have their differences, they are not necessarily 

mutually exclusive and often complement each other in representing a holistic understanding of a 

culture's heritage. 

Tangible Heritage: 

Tangible heritage refers to physical objects, structures, artifacts, and sites that have historical, 

cultural, or artistic value. These are material aspects of heritage that can be touched, seen, and 

physically interacted with. Examples of tangible heritage include historical buildings, monuments, 

artworks, manuscripts, tools, clothing, and archaeological artifacts. 

Intangible Heritage: 

Intangible heritage, on the other hand, encompasses cultural practices, traditions, knowledge, 

rituals, languages, oral histories, performing arts, and other non-material elements that are passed 

down from generation to generation. Intangible heritage is often expressed through social 

interactions, cultural expressions, and community practices. 

Distinctions: 

• Physical Presence: Tangible heritage has a physical presence and can be observed directly 

through sight or touch. Intangible heritage lacks a physical form and is expressed through cultural 

practices and expressions. 

• Material vs. Non-material: Tangible heritage consists of physical objects and structures, while 

intangible heritage focuses on non-material aspects like traditions, rituals, and knowledge. 

• Preservation: Tangible heritage may require conservation efforts to preserve physical objects and 

structures. Intangible heritage preservation focuses on maintaining cultural practices and 

traditions within communities. 

• Permanence: Tangible heritage tends to be more permanent and tangible, whereas intangible 

heritage can be ephemeral and transient. 

Mutual Influence: 

Tangible and intangible heritage are often interlinked and influence each other. For example: 

• Tangible heritage sites may have associated intangible elements such as rituals, performances, or 

stories that contribute to their cultural significance. 

• Intangible heritage, such as traditional craftsmanship, may produce tangible objects like 

handcrafted textiles or pottery. 

• The preservation of tangible heritage sites can involve maintaining associated intangible 

practices, such as traditional rituals performed at historical sites. 

Not Mutually Exclusive: 



 

 

Tangible and intangible heritage are not mutually exclusive; they often coexist within a cultural 

context. For example, a historical monument (tangible heritage) may have cultural rituals (intangible 

heritage) associated with its history. The two categories provide complementary perspectives on a 

culture's identity, history, and traditions. 

In conclusion, tangible and intangible heritage are distinct but interconnected aspects of cultural 

heritage. They provide different dimensions to our understanding of cultures and histories, and their 

coexistence enriches our appreciation of the richness and diversity of human heritage. 

 

 

Q2. Highlighting the role of Archaeology Survey of India, discuss the institutional framework for 

conservation of heritage sites in India. 

Ans. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) plays a crucial role in the conservation of heritage sites 

in India. Established in 1861, ASI is a government agency under the Ministry of Culture that is 

responsible for the protection, preservation, and promotion of cultural heritage, including 

archaeological sites, monuments, and remains. ASI's role is pivotal in the institutional framework for 

the conservation of heritage sites in India. 

Role of Archaeological Survey of India: 

1. Documentation and Research: ASI conducts extensive archaeological research, surveys, and 

excavations to unearth historical information and artifacts. This research contributes to a deeper 

understanding of India's cultural history. 

2. Conservation and Restoration: ASI is responsible for conserving and restoring archaeological 

sites, monuments, and historical structures. This includes activities such as repairing and 

maintaining structures, restoring artwork, and preventing further decay. 

3. Site Management: ASI manages a vast number of archaeological sites and monuments across 

India. This involves proper site planning, maintenance, and infrastructure development to ensure 

visitor access and safety. 

4. Listing and Protection: ASI maintains a list of protected monuments under the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958. It designates certain sites as 

"monuments of national importance" and ensures their protection. 

5. Awareness and Public Outreach: ASI organizes exhibitions, lectures, seminars, and workshops to 

raise public awareness about India's cultural heritage. It also promotes heritage tourism, 

allowing people to appreciate and learn from these sites. 

6. Conservation Guidelines: ASI formulates conservation and restoration guidelines to ensure that 

heritage sites are preserved in accordance with internationally accepted standards. 

Institutional Framework for Conservation: 

The institutional framework for the conservation of heritage sites in India involves various 

governmental and non-governmental bodies, with ASI playing a central role: 

1. Ministry of Culture: ASI operates under the Ministry of Culture, which formulates policies, 

guidelines, and funding for heritage conservation and promotion. 

2. State Archaeology Departments: State-level agencies, often named State Archaeology 

Departments, work in collaboration with ASI to protect and promote cultural heritage within 

their respective states. 



 

 

3. Heritage Organizations: Various organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, 

collaborate with ASI for heritage conservation. For instance, INTACH (Indian National Trust for Art 

and Cultural Heritage) and other regional bodies are actively involved in preservation efforts. 

4. Local Communities: Local communities living around heritage sites also contribute to the 

conservation effort. Their involvement helps protect and maintain these sites as a part of their 

living heritage. 

5. International Collaboration: ASI collaborates with international bodies like UNESCO for the 

preservation of World Heritage Sites in India. 

In conclusion, the Archaeological Survey of India serves as a pivotal institution in the conservation of 

heritage sites in India. Its multifaceted roles, including documentation, research, conservation, site 

management, and public awareness, contribute significantly to preserving India's rich cultural 

heritage. The institutional framework also involves collaboration with various stakeholders to ensure 

the long-term protection and promotion of heritage sites. 

 

 

Q3. Write a note on UNESCO and ICOMOS efforts to preserve international heritage. 

Ans. UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and ICOMOS 

(International Council on Monuments and Sites) are two key international organizations that play a 

crucial role in efforts to preserve and protect cultural and natural heritage sites around the world. 

Their collaborative initiatives have contributed significantly to raising awareness, advocating for 

conservation, and promoting sustainable development of heritage sites. 

UNESCO's Efforts: 

UNESCO's World Heritage program aims to identify, protect, and promote cultural and natural 

heritage sites of outstanding universal value. Some key aspects of UNESCO's efforts include: 

1. World Heritage List: UNESCO maintains the World Heritage List, which includes cultural, natural, 

and mixed properties that hold significance for all of humanity. Sites listed as World Heritage are 

recognized for their exceptional value and are subject to international protection. 

2. Conservation and Preservation: UNESCO provides technical assistance, funding, and expertise to 

support conservation and preservation projects for World Heritage Sites. It offers guidelines and 

standards for site management, restoration, and sustainable development. 

3. Capacity Building: UNESCO conducts capacity-building programs, workshops, and training to 

enhance the skills of professionals involved in heritage conservation. This helps ensure the 

effective management and protection of heritage sites. 

4. Emergency Response: In the event of emergencies such as armed conflicts or natural disasters, 

UNESCO's Heritage Emergency Fund provides rapid response and support to safeguard heritage 

sites. 

5. Education and Public Awareness: UNESCO promotes public awareness about the importance of 

preserving cultural and natural heritage through educational programs, campaigns, and 

initiatives. 

ICOMOS's Efforts: 

ICOMOS is an international non-governmental organization that works closely with UNESCO to advise 

on matters related to cultural heritage conservation and site management. ICOMOS plays a key role 

in the evaluation and monitoring of World Heritage Sites. Some of its efforts include: 



 

 

1. Expertise and Consultation: ICOMOS provides expert advice and technical evaluations to 

UNESCO during the nomination process for World Heritage Sites. Its evaluations help UNESCO 

make informed decisions about the inclusion of sites on the World Heritage List. 

2. International Charters and Guidelines: ICOMOS develops international charters and guidelines 

for conservation and site management. These documents provide best practices and standards 

for the preservation of heritage sites. 

3. Capacity Building: ICOMOS conducts training programs, workshops, and conferences to enhance 

the knowledge and skills of professionals in the field of heritage conservation. 

4. International Collaboration: ICOMOS promotes international collaboration and exchange of 

expertise among heritage professionals, organizations, and governments. 

5. Advocacy and Public Engagement: ICOMOS advocates for the protection of heritage sites and 

raises awareness about the importance of preserving cultural and historical assets. 

In conclusion, UNESCO and ICOMOS are instrumental in global efforts to preserve and protect 

international heritage. Through their collaborative initiatives, expertise, and advocacy, they 

contribute significantly to the conservation, promotion, and sustainable development of cultural and 

natural heritage sites worldwide. 

 

 

Q4. How does community approach help in preservation of heritage? Support your answer with 

suitable example/examples.  

Ans. The community approach is a participatory and inclusive strategy that involves local 

communities in the preservation, management, and promotion of heritage sites. This approach 

recognizes that heritage is not just a collection of physical structures, but also a living cultural 

expression that holds significance for the people who inhabit or are connected to the area. Involving 

the community in heritage preservation helps ensure the sustainability of efforts, fosters a sense of 

ownership, and integrates local knowledge and traditions. Here's how the community approach 

helps in the preservation of heritage, along with suitable examples: 

1. Sense of Ownership: 

When local communities are actively involved in the preservation of heritage, they develop a sense 

of ownership and responsibility. They see themselves as custodians of their cultural and historical 

legacy, leading to better care and maintenance of heritage sites. 

Example: The town of Bhaktapur in Nepal has a rich cultural heritage with traditional architecture 

and historic sites. The local community actively participates in preservation efforts, such as 

maintaining traditional building techniques and organizing cultural festivals, to ensure the integrity of 

their heritage. 

 

2. Local Knowledge and Traditions: 

Local communities possess valuable traditional knowledge and practices related to heritage sites. 

Involving them allows for the integration of indigenous techniques and practices that may not be 

known to external experts. 



 

 

Example: The Ifugao rice terraces in the Philippines are a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 

indigenous Ifugao people have preserved and maintained these terraces for centuries using their 

traditional knowledge of irrigation systems and sustainable farming practices. 

 

3. Sustainability: 

Heritage preservation becomes more sustainable when the community is actively engaged. They can 

monitor and address issues in real-time, preventing deterioration and ensuring the longevity of 

heritage sites. 

Example: The community of Ouro Preto in Brazil takes part in preserving its historic architecture and 

churches. Local artisans use traditional techniques to restore buildings, and the community is 

involved in regular maintenance to keep the structures in good condition. 

 

4. Cultural Revival and Identity: 

Involving the community can lead to the revival of cultural practices and traditions associated with 

heritage sites. This strengthens local identities and cultural bonds. 

Example: The Kumbh Mela in India is a religious and cultural gathering that brings millions of people 

together. The local community plays a pivotal role in organizing and managing the event, which has 

been recognized by UNESCO as an intangible cultural heritage. 

 

5. Economic Benefits: 

Heritage sites often attract tourism, which can contribute to the local economy. When the 

community is involved, they can benefit from the economic opportunities while ensuring sustainable 

tourism practices. 

Example: The city of Fez in Morocco is known for its historic medina. The local community engages in 

tourism-related activities, such as guiding and craft-making, which contribute to the economy while 

promoting the preservation of the medina's heritage. 

In conclusion, the community approach is a powerful strategy that harnesses the collective efforts, 

knowledge, and dedication of local residents to preserve heritage sites. This approach not only 

ensures the physical conservation of sites but also fosters cultural continuity, economic benefits, and 

a deep sense of pride in the community's heritage. 

 

 

Q5. How has unplanned urban development impacted our built heritage? Give reason citing 

specific case studies.  

Ans. Unplanned urban development has had a significant negative impact on built heritage around 

the world. As cities expand and modernize, historic buildings, monuments, and cultural sites often 

face threats such as demolition, neglect, alteration, and encroachment. Here are some reasons and 

case studies illustrating how unplanned urban development has impacted built heritage: 



 

 

1. Demolition and Loss of Cultural Identity: 

Unplanned urbanization can lead to the demolition of historic structures to make way for modern 

developments. This results in the loss of cultural identity and the erasure of historical narratives 

associated with these structures. 

Case Study - Bamiyan Buddhas, Afghanistan: 

The Bamiyan Buddhas, ancient giant statues carved into cliffs in Afghanistan, were destroyed by the 

Taliban in 2001 as part of their campaign against cultural heritage. The demolition of these UNESCO 

World Heritage-listed structures was a loss to global cultural heritage. 

 

2. Neglect and Deterioration: 

Unplanned development can lead to the neglect of historic sites due to insufficient maintenance and 

infrastructure. Lack of proper care accelerates the deterioration of heritage structures. 

Case Study - Old Delhi, India: 

Many historic buildings and narrow alleys in Old Delhi suffer from neglect due to rapid urbanization. 

Overcrowding, inadequate infrastructure, and pollution have contributed to the degradation of this 

historic area. 

 

3. Encroachment and Disruption: 

Unplanned urbanization can lead to encroachments around heritage sites, disrupting their context 

and visual integrity. Encroachments may result in altered landscapes and diminished aesthetic 

values. 

Case Study - Machu Picchu, Peru: 

The ancient Inca city of Machu Picchu in Peru faces challenges due to encroachments and 

infrastructure development in the nearby town of Aguas Calientes. This development affects the 

site's visual setting and poses threats to its preservation. 

 

4. Alteration and Modernization: 

Unplanned development often involves alterations to historic buildings to accommodate 

contemporary needs. These changes can compromise the architectural integrity and authenticity of 

heritage structures. 

Case Study - Venice, Italy: 

The city of Venice faces issues of unplanned development and tourism-related pressures. Some 

historic buildings have been converted into hotels or modern establishments, altering the traditional 

character of the city. 

 

5. Infrastructure Development: 



 

 

Unplanned urbanization may prioritize new infrastructure over heritage preservation. Construction 

of highways, railways, and other infrastructure projects can impact historic sites. 

Case Study - Petra, Jordan: 

The archaeological site of Petra faces challenges from urban development and infrastructure projects 

that affect the surrounding area. These projects can potentially impact the site's visual and 

environmental qualities. 

In conclusion, unplanned urban development has had adverse effects on built heritage across the 

globe. The loss of cultural identity, neglect, encroachments, alteration, and disruptions are some of 

the consequences of rapid and unregulated urbanization. These case studies illustrate the challenges 

heritage sites face when urban development is not carefully planned and balanced with the 

preservation of historical and cultural assets. 

 

 

Q6. Monuments and heritage sites are part of urban ecology and its cultural geography. Elucidate. 

Ans. Monuments and heritage sites are integral components of urban ecology and cultural 

geography, as they contribute to the physical, social, and cultural fabric of cities. These sites not only 

hold historical and artistic value but also play a significant role in shaping the environment, identity, 

and experiences of urban spaces. Here's how monuments and heritage sites are intertwined with 

urban ecology and cultural geography: 

1. Physical Environment and Aesthetics: 

Monuments and heritage sites contribute to the aesthetics and visual landscape of cities. Their 

architectural styles, designs, and historical significance add character and uniqueness to urban 

environments. These sites become landmarks that help define the city's physical identity. 

2. Urban Ecology and Biodiversity: 

Heritage sites often include green spaces, gardens, and historic landscapes that contribute to urban 

ecology. These spaces provide habitats for plants and animals and help mitigate the urban heat 

island effect, enhancing biodiversity in urban areas. 

3. Cultural Identity and Sense of Place: 

Monuments and heritage sites are symbols of cultural identity and historical continuity. They reflect 

the heritage, values, and stories of a community, fostering a sense of pride and belonging among 

residents. They contribute to the unique identity of a place and shape its cultural geography. 

4. Social Interaction and Gathering Spaces: 

Heritage sites often serve as gathering spaces for cultural events, festivals, and public interactions. 

They become focal points for community engagement, social interactions, and cultural exchanges, 

enhancing the social fabric of urban areas. 

5. Tourism and Economic Impact: 

Monuments and heritage sites attract tourists, contributing to the local economy and supporting 

businesses such as hotels, restaurants, and artisan markets. This economic activity can revitalize 

urban neighborhoods and support sustainable development. 



 

 

6. Educational and Research Opportunities: 

Heritage sites provide educational and research opportunities for students, scholars, and visitors 

interested in history, architecture, art, and culture. They serve as living classrooms for learning about 

the past and the evolution of urban environments. 

7. Conservation and Sustainable Development: 

The preservation of heritage sites promotes sustainable urban development by recognizing the value 

of historic buildings and landscapes. Adaptive reuse and conservation efforts can revitalize old 

structures, contributing to urban renewal. 

8. Cultural Tourism and Cultural Geography: 

Heritage sites attract cultural tourists who seek authentic experiences and connections with the local 

culture. Cultural tourism enhances the cultural geography of a place by encouraging visitors to 

explore its history, traditions, and stories. 

9. Intangible Cultural Heritage: 

In addition to physical structures, heritage sites often preserve intangible cultural heritage such as 

traditions, rituals, and oral histories. These elements contribute to the cultural richness and diversity 

of urban areas. 

In conclusion, monuments and heritage sites are not only markers of historical significance but also 

integral components of urban ecology and cultural geography. They shape the physical environment, 

cultural identity, and social interactions within cities, contributing to their unique character and 

offering multiple benefits to both residents and visitors. 


