
 

 

American Literature PYQ 2019 

 

Q1. (a) Identify, contextualize and critically comment on the following lines : "Love is or it ain't. 

Thin love ain't love at all."  

Ans. The lines "Love is or it ain't. Thin love ain't love at all" are a concise and powerful expression of 

the nature of love and its depth. Let's break down these lines: 

"Love is or it ain't": This part of the statement suggests that love is an all-or-nothing emotion. It 

either exists in its true form or it doesn't exist at all. Love is often seen as a complex and profound 

feeling, and the idea here is that there's no middle ground when it comes to genuine love. It can't be 

half-hearted or superficial. 

"Thin love ain't love at all": The term "thin love" refers to a shallow or insincere form of love. It's 

love that lacks depth, substance, or authenticity. The statement implies that such shallow love 

cannot truly be called love because it doesn't meet the criteria of what love should be. Love, in its 

truest sense, is deep, meaningful, and profound. 

Contextualization: 

These lines appear to be a straightforward commentary on the nature of love, and they can be 

interpreted in various contexts. It's possible that they are part of a poem, song lyrics, or a work of 

literature where the author is exploring the theme of love. These lines might also be used in 

conversations about relationships, emphasizing the importance of genuine, profound love as 

opposed to superficial or half-hearted affections. 

Critical Commentary: 

The statement "Love is or it ain't. Thin love ain't love at all" reflects a common sentiment about 

love's authenticity and depth. It suggests that love should be wholehearted, deep, and genuine to 

truly qualify as love. This perspective aligns with the idea that love is a profound emotion that goes 

beyond mere infatuation or attraction. 

However, it's essential to acknowledge that the nature of love is subjective and can vary greatly from 

person to person. What one person considers deep and genuine love might differ from another's 

perspective. Additionally, the statement doesn't delve into the complexities of different types of love, 

such as romantic love, familial love, or platonic love, which can manifest in various ways and depths. 

In summary, these lines offer a straightforward and thought-provoking perspective on love, 

emphasizing the need for depth and authenticity in our understanding of this complex emotion. 

However, love is a multifaceted concept, and its interpretation can be highly individualized, making it 

challenging to define love definitively as either "is or it ain't." 

 

 

Q1. (b) Write a note on the importance of Baby Suggs, focussing on her role as an "unchurched 

preacher" 



 

 

Ans. Baby Suggs, a character from Toni Morrison's novel "Beloved," plays a crucial and multifaceted 

role in the story, with her role as an "unchurched preacher" being a central aspect of her character. 

Here, we'll explore the importance of Baby Suggs and her role as an "unchurched preacher" in the 

novel: 

Spiritual Resilience and Healing: Baby Suggs serves as a spiritual and emotional anchor for the 

African American community in the novel. As an "unchurched preacher," she doesn't adhere to 

traditional religious doctrines but instead offers a unique and personal form of spirituality. Her 

gatherings in the "Clearing" are spaces of healing and spiritual rejuvenation for the formerly enslaved 

individuals who seek refuge there. She provides them with a sense of belonging, purpose, and hope 

in a world scarred by the horrors of slavery. 

Emancipation and Freedom: Baby Suggs represents the idea of spiritual emancipation and freedom. 

Her rejection of conventional religious practices mirrors the broader theme of liberation from 

oppressive systems, including slavery and religious dogma. By embracing a more personal and 

unstructured spirituality, she encourages others to find their own paths to freedom and self-

discovery. 

Resistance to White Supremacy: Baby Suggs' role as an "unchurched preacher" challenges the 

religious norms of the time, particularly the white-dominated Christian institutions. Her unorthodox 

approach to spirituality is an act of resistance against the religious hierarchy imposed by the white 

slave-owning class. It symbolizes the rejection of the religious justifications used to perpetuate 

slavery and oppression. 

Empowerment of Women: Baby Suggs is a strong and empowering female character in the novel. 

Her position as a spiritual leader, despite not being part of a formal church, highlights the agency and 

resilience of Black women during a period marked by racism and sexism. Her gatherings in the 

Clearing provide a safe space for women to express their feelings and experiences, emphasizing the 

importance of women's voices and community support. 

Narrative Complexity: Baby Suggs' character adds depth and complexity to the novel's narrative. Her 

spiritual beliefs and practices contribute to the rich tapestry of beliefs and cultures within the African 

American community, showcasing the diversity of experiences and perspectives among its members. 

In summary, Baby Suggs' role as an "unchurched preacher" in Toni Morrison's "Beloved" is essential 

for several reasons. She embodies resilience, freedom, resistance, and empowerment while 

challenging conventional religious norms. Through her character, the novel explores the importance 

of personal spirituality and community support as tools for healing and survival in the face of 

historical trauma and oppression. Baby Suggs is a vital figure in the novel, symbolizing the strength 

and resilience of the African American community during a tumultuous period in American history. 

 

 

Q2. (a) "So what are we going to do the rest of our lives? Stay home and watch the parades go by? 

Amuse ourselves with the glass menagerie, darling? ... What is there left but dependency all our 

lives?" Identify the lines and discuss the significance of this statement in the context of the play 

The Glass Menagerie. 

Ans. The lines you've quoted are from Tennessee Williams' play "The Glass Menagerie." These lines 

are spoken by Amanda Wingfield, the mother of the family, in Act II. 



 

 

In this statement, Amanda is expressing her concerns and anxieties about her children, Tom and 

Laura, and their future prospects. Let's discuss the significance of these lines in the context of the 

play: 

Amanda's Desperation: Amanda is a character who is deeply concerned about her children's well-

being and future. She's worried that they will be stuck in a life of monotony and dependence, just 

like her. These lines reveal her desperation and anxiety about the direction her family is heading in. 

Dependency and Stagnation: Amanda's fear of "dependency all our lives" reflects a central theme in 

the play — the idea of being trapped in a life of dependency and stagnation. The Wingfield family is 

struggling economically and emotionally, and Amanda worries that her children won't be able to 

break free from the circumstances that bind them to their small apartment and unfulfilling lives. 

Tom's Desire for Freedom: Tom, Amanda's son, is a significant character in the play who yearns for 

adventure and escape. He feels suffocated by his responsibilities at home and his unfulfilling 

warehouse job. Amanda's concerns further emphasize Tom's desire for a life beyond the apartment 

and the mundane routine, which drives much of the play's conflict. 

Laura's Fragility: Laura, Amanda's daughter, is another important character. She's physically and 

emotionally fragile, and Amanda's concerns about dependency highlight her worries about Laura's 

ability to function independently in the world. Amanda's reference to the "glass menagerie" also 

alludes to Laura's fragility and the delicate nature of her existence. 

The Theme of Illusion vs. Reality: Throughout the play, there is a tension between illusion and 

reality. Amanda's dreams of her children's success and happiness, symbolized by the glass 

menagerie, clash with the harsh realities they face. These lines underscore this theme, as Amanda 

questions whether their dreams and aspirations are mere illusions. 

The Generation Gap: There is a noticeable generation gap between Amanda and her children. She 

comes from a different time and has different expectations and values. Her concerns about 

dependency reflect her own experiences as a Southern belle and her desire for her children to have a 

better life, but her expectations clash with their desires for independence. 

In conclusion, Amanda's statement reflects her anxieties and fears about her family's future in "The 

Glass Menagerie." It highlights the central themes of dependency, stagnation, and the tension 

between dreams and reality in the lives of the Wingfield family. The play explores how each family 

member grapples with these issues and seeks their own path to fulfillment and escape from the 

confines of their circumstances. 

 

 

Q2. (b) In Tom's opening speech of The Glass Menagerie, what does he reveal about the nature of 

the play?  

Ans. In Tom's opening speech in Tennessee Williams' play "The Glass Menagerie," he reveals several 

key aspects about the nature of the play, setting the tone and providing insight into its themes and 

style. Tom's opening speech is not just an introduction but also a reflection on the play itself. Here 

are some elements he reveals about the nature of the play: 

Memory and Nostalgia: Tom mentions that the play is a "memory play," indicating that it is being 

presented as a recollection of past events. This immediately suggests that the play will delve into the 



 

 

realm of memory and nostalgia, with a focus on how the characters remember and interpret their 

past experiences. 

Subjectivity and Perspective: Tom acknowledges that "being a memory play, it is dimly lighted, it is 

sentimental." This statement signals that the audience should expect a subjective and emotionally 

charged narrative. The events and characters will be seen through the lens of personal memory, 

which can be hazy and influenced by emotions. 

Escape and Reality: Tom also hints at the central conflict of the play when he mentions, "I have tricks 

in my pocket, I have things up my sleeve." This suggests that Tom, as a character, uses tricks and 

illusions to escape the harsh reality of his life. This theme of escape from reality will be a central 

element of the play. 

The Role of the Narrator: Tom functions both as a character within the play and as its narrator. He 

mentions that he is the "narrator as well as the character." This dual role means that the audience 

will see events through Tom's perspective and hear his commentary on them, adding depth to the 

storytelling. 

Family Dynamics: Tom introduces the other members of his family, including his mother, Amanda, 

and his sister, Laura. He provides a brief description of each character, hinting at the family dynamics 

and their relationships, which will be explored throughout the play. 

The Importance of the Father's Absence: Tom mentions that his father "was a telephone man who 

fell in love with long distances," emphasizing the absence of their father figure. This absence has a 

significant impact on the family and serves as a catalyst for the events of the play. 

Conflict and Tension: Tom's opening speech hints at the tension and conflict within the family. He 

mentions that Amanda "is always fussing" and that he and his mother "clash" frequently, setting the 

stage for the interpersonal conflicts that will unfold. 

In summary, Tom's opening speech in "The Glass Menagerie" reveals that the play is a memory-

driven narrative with a focus on nostalgia, subjectivity, escape, family dynamics, and the impact of 

the father's absence. It sets the stage for a deeply emotional and reflective exploration of the 

characters' lives and relationships, with Tom as both a character and a narrator guiding the audience 

through their memories and experiences. 

 

 

Q3. (a) Critically comment. "The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed 

ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function."  

Ans. F. Scott Fitzgerald's statement, "The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two 

opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function," is a thought-

provoking reflection on the complexity of human cognition and the capacity for intellectual flexibility. 

Here is a critical commentary on this quote: 

Intellectual Flexibility: Fitzgerald's statement underscores the idea that intelligence is not just about 

the acquisition of knowledge or the ability to solve problems but also about the capacity to navigate 

ambiguity and paradox. In a world where ideas and situations can be multifaceted and contradictory, 

the ability to grapple with opposing concepts reflects intellectual adaptability and open-mindedness. 



 

 

Cognitive Dissonance: Holding two opposing ideas simultaneously can create cognitive dissonance, a 

state of mental discomfort that arises when one is confronted with conflicting beliefs or values. The 

capacity to endure this discomfort and continue functioning suggests a willingness to confront 

challenging ideas and engage in critical thinking. 

Complexity of Thought: This quote highlights the complexity of human thought processes. It 

acknowledges that reality is often nuanced and that simplistic, black-and-white thinking may not be 

sufficient for understanding it fully. First-rate intelligence, according to Fitzgerald, can embrace and 

navigate this complexity. 

Practical Application: The ability to hold opposing ideas can have practical benefits in various fields, 

including science, philosophy, politics, and ethics. Scientists, for example, often need to reconcile 

contradictory evidence or theories in their research. Similarly, political leaders may need to weigh 

conflicting interests and viewpoints when making decisions. 

Limitations: While the quote extols the virtues of holding opposing ideas, it's important to 

acknowledge that this ability, like any other, has its limitations. It may not necessarily guarantee 

effective decision-making or problem-solving in all situations. Some problems may require clarity and 

decisiveness rather than prolonged contemplation of opposing ideas. 

Context Matters: The effectiveness of holding opposing ideas also depends on the context and the 

specific ideas in question. Not all contradictory beliefs or notions are of equal merit or relevance. 

Critical thinking involves discerning when and how to apply this capacity judiciously. 

Emotional Intelligence: While Fitzgerald's quote focuses on cognitive intelligence, it's worth noting 

that emotional intelligence, which involves understanding and managing one's own emotions and 

the emotions of others, is equally important for functioning effectively in complex and contradictory 

situations. 

In conclusion, Fitzgerald's statement highlights the intellectual and cognitive challenges that 

individuals may encounter when dealing with opposing ideas. It emphasizes the importance of 

intellectual flexibility, open-mindedness, and the ability to grapple with complexity. However, it's 

important to recognize that this ability, while valuable, is just one aspect of intelligence and may 

need to be balanced with other cognitive and emotional skills to make sound decisions and function 

effectively in various contexts. 

 

 

Q3. (b) "What the hell difference does it make? Are you going to let the black sons get away with it 

until one really does it? 

Ans. The statement, "What the hell difference does it make? Are you going to let the black sons get 

away with it until one really does it?" appears to be a provocative and contentious statement that 

likely addresses issues related to race, justice, and prejudice. Let's break down and critically 

comment on this statement: 

Concerns about Bias and Prejudice: The statement seems to express frustration with a perceived 

bias or prejudice against black individuals, particularly black young men. It suggests that there is a 

tendency to unfairly scrutinize and hold them accountable for perceived wrongdoings, even when 

the consequences might be severe. 



 

 

Questioning Double Standards: The question, "What the hell difference does it make?" implies a 

challenge to a perceived double standard in how different racial or ethnic groups are treated by 

society or the justice system. The speaker appears to question why certain actions or behaviors are 

disproportionately scrutinized or punished when committed by black individuals compared to others. 

Fear and Stereotypes: The mention of "black sons" suggests that this statement may be addressing 

the stereotype of young black men being perceived as inherently more dangerous or prone to 

criminal behavior. It reflects concerns about the consequences of such stereotypes, including the 

potential for unjust treatment. 

Advocacy for Equality: The statement might be advocating for equal treatment and fairness in the 

justice system, suggesting that individuals should not be subjected to excessive scrutiny or 

punishment based on their race or ethnicity. 

Emotional Tone: The use of strong language like "What the hell" conveys a sense of anger, 

frustration, or urgency. It indicates that the speaker feels strongly about the issue at hand and 

believes that it needs immediate attention. 

Context Matters: The interpretation of this statement can vary greatly depending on the context in 

which it is used. It could be part of a broader discussion about racial injustice, police brutality, or 

societal attitudes toward minority communities. The speaker's intent and the specific circumstances 

surrounding the statement are essential for a complete understanding. 

Open for Discussion: The statement can serve as a starting point for a discussion about racial 

disparities in various aspects of society, including law enforcement, criminal justice, and public 

perception. It prompts individuals to reflect on the impact of bias and prejudice on different 

communities. 

In summary, this statement raises important questions about racial bias, prejudice, and the unequal 

treatment of individuals based on their race or ethnicity. It highlights concerns about the 

consequences of such biases and calls for a more equitable and just society. However, it is essential 

to consider the context and the specific issues being addressed to fully understand the message and 

intent behind this statement. 

 

 

Q4. (a) "Paul D's sufferings and sympathy make him a crucial participant in the moral debate 

staged in Toni Morrison's Beloved." Discuss.  

Ans. In Toni Morrison's novel "Beloved," Paul D is indeed a crucial participant in the moral debate 

that unfolds within the narrative. His sufferings and sympathy play a significant role in highlighting 

the complex moral issues central to the story. Let's explore how Paul D contributes to this moral 

debate: 

Paul D's Enslaved Past: Paul D, like other characters in the novel, has endured the horrors of slavery. 

His experiences as a slave in Sweet Home and the trauma he carries from those years are central to 

the moral exploration in the novel. His suffering becomes a powerful symbol of the moral bankruptcy 

of a society that perpetuated such cruelty and dehumanization. 

Survivor's Guilt and Complicity: Paul D grapples with feelings of survivor's guilt, especially regarding 

his relationship with Sethe and her traumatic past. His moral dilemma is whether he is complicit in 



 

 

the suffering of others, including Sethe and her family, by not preventing the violence they endured. 

His internal conflict raises questions about individual responsibility and complicity in a morally 

corrupt system. 

Sympathy and Empathy: Paul D is a character marked by his sympathy and empathy for others. He is 

deeply compassionate toward Sethe and her children, and his emotional support becomes a source 

of solace for them. His capacity for empathy contrasts with the cruelty and dehumanization of 

slavery, emphasizing the moral divide between those who inflict suffering and those who offer 

compassion. 

Betrayal of Brotherly Love: Paul D's relationship with his best friend, Halle, who was also enslaved at 

Sweet Home, becomes another moral quandary. Paul D feels betrayed by Halle's apparent 

abandonment of him and Sethe, which raises questions about loyalty, sacrifice, and the lengths to 

which individuals will go to survive under oppressive conditions. 

Search for Identity and Freedom: Paul D's journey to find his own identity and regain his freedom 

reflects the broader moral theme of self-determination and the desire for autonomy. His quest 

parallels the struggles of other characters in the novel, including Sethe and Beloved, as they seek to 

define themselves in a world that has denied them humanity. 

Conflict between Personal and Collective Morality: Paul D's internal conflict often centers on 

balancing his personal moral code with the demands of the collective. He must decide whether to 

prioritize his individual happiness and freedom or remain with Sethe and her family to provide 

emotional support and stability. This internal struggle highlights the complexities of moral decision-

making in the context of systemic oppression. 

In "Beloved," Paul D's character represents the intersection of individual suffering and collective 

trauma. His experiences and moral dilemmas shed light on the larger moral debate surrounding 

slavery, its legacy, and the ethical responsibilities of those who have endured it. Through his 

character, Toni Morrison explores questions of guilt, responsibility, compassion, and the enduring 

impact of a history steeped in injustice. Paul D's journey and moral struggles contribute significantly 

to the novel's exploration of these profound ethical issues. 

 

 

Q4. (b) "Beloved's two endings encapsulate two incompatible models for memory". Do you agree? 

Discuss the lack of closure at the conclusion of Beloved.  

Ans. Yes, I agree that the two endings of Toni Morrison's novel "Beloved" encapsulate two 

incompatible models for memory. The novel concludes with two distinct endings, each representing 

a different perspective on how to deal with the haunting legacy of slavery and trauma. Let's explore 

these two endings and the lack of closure in the context of the novel: 

The First Ending - Beloved's Disappearance: In the first ending, Beloved, the mysterious and ghostly 

character representing the past and the trauma of slavery, disappears. Her disappearance signifies a 

departure from the literal and supernatural presence of the past. This ending suggests a desire to 

forget or suppress the painful memories associated with slavery, to move on, and to find a sense of 

closure by banishing the haunting specter of history. 

The Second Ending - Sethe's Resolve: In the second ending, Sethe confronts the ghostly presence of 

Beloved and finally finds the strength to say, "You are mine. You are mine." This ending represents a 



 

 

willingness to acknowledge and take ownership of the painful past. It suggests that facing and 

embracing one's history and trauma is a necessary step towards healing and reconciliation. 

The incompatibility between these two endings lies in the tension between forgetting and 

remembering, between denying the past and confronting it. This duality reflects the broader theme 

of memory and its role in the lives of the characters in the novel. 

Now, let's discuss the lack of closure at the conclusion of "Beloved": 

Open-Ended Conclusion: The novel intentionally leaves the reader with a sense of ambiguity and 

open-endedness. The two endings, while offering different resolutions, do not provide a neat and 

definitive closure to the story. This lack of closure mirrors the ongoing struggle to come to terms with 

the legacy of slavery, both for the characters and for society as a whole. 

Unresolved Trauma: The lack of closure underscores the idea that the trauma of slavery is not 

something that can be neatly wrapped up or forgotten. It lingers and continues to affect the lives of 

the characters long after the Civil War has ended. This unresolved trauma is a reflection of the real 

historical legacy of slavery, which continues to impact African American communities and the 

broader American society. 

Complexity of Memory: "Beloved" challenges simplistic notions of memory and history. It suggests 

that memory is not a linear or easily compartmentalized concept. Instead, it is messy, fragmented, 

and intertwined with emotions, making it difficult to neatly resolve or bury. 

Interpretive Freedom: The lack of closure at the end of the novel allows readers to interpret the 

story and its themes in various ways. It invites readers to grapple with the unresolved questions and 

moral dilemmas presented in the narrative, fostering deeper engagement and contemplation. 

In conclusion, the two endings of "Beloved" represent opposing models for memory, highlighting the 

tension between forgetting and remembering, denial and confrontation. The lack of closure in the 

novel serves as a powerful narrative device that mirrors the ongoing struggle to reckon with the 

painful legacy of slavery and the complexities of memory. It challenges readers to confront 

uncomfortable truths and grapple with the enduring impact of historical trauma. 

 

 

Q5. (a) The final scene depicts Laura as "she blows the candle out." What does this act represent 

and what message is it sending in the play The Glass Menagerie?  

Ans. In the final scene of Tennessee Williams' play "The Glass Menagerie," the act of Laura blowing 

out the candle holds symbolic significance and conveys several messages within the context of the 

play. Let's explore what this act represents and the messages it sends: 

Symbol of Closure: Laura blowing out the candle marks the end of the play and symbolizes closure. It 

signals the conclusion of the narrative and the characters' stories, particularly Laura's. Throughout 

the play, the candle represents hope and aspiration, and blowing it out can be seen as a metaphor 

for letting go of unrealistic dreams and facing reality. 

The End of Illusion: The candlelight has been associated with the illusory world of Amanda and 

Laura's fantasies and dreams. Laura's glass menagerie, which is also illuminated by the candle, 

represents her fragile and unrealistic world. Blowing out the candle signifies the end of these 



 

 

illusions, as Laura, Tom, and Amanda confront the harshness of their circumstances and the need to 

move on with their lives. 

Laura's Growth: Laura blowing out the candle can be interpreted as a symbol of her personal growth 

and acceptance. She has been living in a world of isolation and fear, but now she takes an active step 

in extinguishing the candle, indicating her willingness to face the challenges of the real world and 

perhaps pursue a more independent life. 

Tom's Departure: Tom, Laura's brother and the play's narrator, has made the difficult decision to 

leave his family and pursue his own dreams. The act of Laura blowing out the candle can be seen as a 

farewell gesture, signifying Tom's departure and the family's dissolution. 

A Message of Realism: The play as a whole conveys a message of realism, emphasizing the 

importance of facing reality rather than retreating into fantasies or illusions. Laura blowing out the 

candle aligns with this message, as it represents a break from the idealized, fantastical world in which 

the characters have been living. 

A Bittersweet Ending: The act of blowing out the candle can be viewed as bittersweet. While it 

symbolizes the end of illusions and the beginning of a more realistic journey for Laura and the family, 

it also carries a sense of loss and melancholy. It acknowledges the sacrifices and hardships they have 

faced. 

In summary, Laura blowing out the candle in the final scene of "The Glass Menagerie" is a symbolic 

act that represents closure, the end of illusions, and the characters' readiness to confront the real 

world. It carries messages of growth, departure, and the bittersweet nature of letting go of dreams. It 

serves as a poignant and powerful conclusion to the play, highlighting the complex emotions and 

themes explored throughout the narrative. 

 

 

Q5. (b) The theme of abandonment runs throughout the play. Comment upon its significance in 

The Glass Menagerie.  

Ans. The theme of abandonment is indeed a significant and pervasive one in Tennessee Williams' 

play "The Glass Menagerie." It plays a central role in shaping the characters and driving the narrative. 

Here's a discussion of the theme's significance in the play: 

Tom's Abandonment: Tom's abandonment of his family is a critical element of the plot. He leaves 

both physically and emotionally, seeking his own dreams and desires, which he perceives as being 

outside of the stifling environment of his mother's home. His abandonment of Amanda and Laura 

sets the events of the play in motion and serves as the catalyst for their struggles. 

Amanda's Fear of Abandonment: Amanda, the mother, lives in constant fear of abandonment. Her 

husband, Mr. Wingfield, abandoned the family long ago, and she worries that her children will also 

leave her. This fear drives her overbearing and controlling behavior, as she desperately tries to hold 

onto her family. 

Laura's Abandonment by Jim: Laura, the fragile daughter, experiences a traumatic form of 

abandonment when her high school crush, Jim O'Connor, who initially seems interested in her, 

ultimately abandons her emotionally when he reveals that he is engaged to someone else. This 

reinforces her sense of inadequacy and unworthiness. 



 

 

The Wingfield Family's Isolation: The theme of abandonment contributes to the family's isolation. 

They are socially isolated, with no friends or visitors, and this isolation is a result of their past 

experiences of abandonment and disappointment. It also underscores their shared loneliness and 

vulnerability. 

Escapism as a Response to Abandonment: Each family member responds to abandonment in 

different ways. Tom escapes through his job, Amanda through her romanticized memories of her 

youth, and Laura through her glass menagerie. These coping mechanisms are a response to the pain 

of abandonment and serve as ways to avoid facing reality. 

Legacy of Abandonment: The theme of abandonment is not limited to the immediate family. It 

extends to the broader context of the American Dream and the disillusionment faced by many during 

the Great Depression. The characters' personal experiences of abandonment parallel the larger 

societal feeling of abandonment and disillusionment during this period. 

Universal Themes: The theme of abandonment in "The Glass Menagerie" resonates with audiences 

because it taps into universal emotions. The fear of being abandoned or left alone, the pain of 

unfulfilled dreams, and the longing for connection are experiences that many people can relate to. 

In summary, the theme of abandonment is of paramount importance in "The Glass Menagerie." It 

shapes the characters' motivations, actions, and interactions, and it serves as a lens through which 

the play explores the complexities of family dynamics, isolation, dreams, and disappointments. The 

characters' shared experiences of abandonment contribute to the emotional depth and resonance of 

the play, making it a poignant exploration of human vulnerability and resilience in the face of 

abandonment and loss. 

 

 

Q6. (a) Whitman's "Passage to India" seems to celebrate America. Do you agree? Give a reasoned 

answer. 

Ans. Walt Whitman's poem "Passage to India" is often interpreted in various ways, and whether it 

celebrates America or not depends on one's perspective and interpretation of the poem's themes 

and imagery. To some extent, "Passage to India" can be seen as a celebration of America, but it also 

contains elements that suggest a more complex and nuanced portrayal of the nation. Here is a 

reasoned answer to the question: 

Celebration of America: 

1. Positive Imagery: Throughout the poem, Whitman uses positive and grandiose imagery to 

describe America. He refers to America as the "most ample nation of time" and "the greatest 

nation," suggesting a sense of pride and celebration of the country's vastness and potential. 

2. Inclusivity and Diversity: Whitman's emphasis on inclusivity and diversity, a recurring theme in 

his poetry, can be interpreted as a celebration of America's multicultural and democratic ideals. 

He envisions America as a place where people from all backgrounds and walks of life come 

together in harmony. 

3. Spiritual and Philosophical Exploration: "Passage to India" also explores spiritual and 

philosophical themes, suggesting that America is a place where individuals can engage in 

profound intellectual and spiritual journeys. This can be seen as a celebration of the intellectual 

and spiritual freedom that America offers. 



 

 

Complex Portrayal: 

1. Ambiguity: While Whitman celebrates America in many ways, the poem also contains moments 

of ambiguity and questioning. He acknowledges that America is "unfinished," implying that there 

is still work to be done. This suggests a more nuanced view that recognizes both America's 

potential and its imperfections. 

2. Global Perspective: The poem's title, "Passage to India," suggests a broader, global perspective. 

Whitman's exploration of distant lands and cultures can be interpreted as a recognition of 

America's place in the world and its connection to the broader human experience. This goes 

beyond a narrow celebration of America alone. 

3. Critique of Materialism: At various points in the poem, Whitman critiques materialism and 

consumerism, suggesting that America's relentless pursuit of wealth and progress may have its 

drawbacks. This adds a layer of complexity to his portrayal of the country. 

In conclusion, "Passage to India" by Walt Whitman can be seen as both a celebration of America and 

a more complex and nuanced exploration of the nation's ideals and realities. While it celebrates 

America's vastness, diversity, and potential, it also acknowledges its imperfections and challenges. 

The poem's global perspective and philosophical themes invite readers to contemplate America's 

place in the world and its ongoing journey towards self-realization and self-improvement. 

 

 

Q6. (b) Sherman Alexie's poems describe a history of pain and trauma of the natives in America. 

Illustrate with suitable examples from the poems that you have read. 

Ans. Sherman Alexie, a Native American writer, often addresses the history of pain and trauma 

experienced by Indigenous peoples in America in his poems. His work delves into the impact of 

colonization, cultural displacement, and the ongoing struggles faced by Native communities. Here 

are some examples from his poems that illustrate this theme: 

From "The Powwow at the End of the World": 

"I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall after an Indian woman puts her shoulder 

to the Grand Coulee Dam and topples it. I am told by many of you that I must forgive and so I shall 

after the floodwaters burst each successive dam downriver from the Grand Coulee." 

In this poem, Alexie uses vivid imagery of the Grand Coulee Dam and its destruction to symbolize the 

historical trauma and displacement suffered by Native Americans due to the construction of dams 

and other infrastructure projects. The call for forgiveness highlights the enduring pain and injustice 

experienced by Indigenous communities. 

From "How to Write the Great American Indian Novel": 

"Take your cue from Barthelme, from Woolf, from Orwell, from Borges. 

Remember, in this dream, you are always happy. 

There are no bullet wounds, no rapes, no beer bottles thrown at you in alleys." 

In this poem, Alexie satirizes the stereotype of the "happy Indian" and the romanticized portrayal of 

Native Americans in literature. He points out the erasure of the painful historical realities and the 

trauma experienced by Native communities. 



 

 

From "In the Year of the Dawes Act": 

"A President of the United States 

Is standing at the bar 

I am digging my twenty-dollar boots 

Into the soft, wet earth." 

This poem references the Dawes Act of 1887, which led to the forced division and allotment of 

Native lands. The poem juxtaposes the President's privilege with the boots digging into the earth, 

symbolizing the dispossession and suffering of Native people due to government policies. 

From "The Business of Fancydancing": 

"They post the trespass signs 

With their names on them 

And they hang a flag 

On the top of their casino 

And wave it, wave it." 

This poem critiques the commercialization of Native culture, including the establishment of casinos 

on reservations. The waving of the flag and the naming of casinos with Indigenous imagery symbolize 

the commodification of Native identity, which can be seen as a form of cultural trauma. 

In Sherman Alexie's poetry, these examples and others demonstrate a keen awareness of the 

historical pain and trauma endured by Native Americans. He uses his poetry to challenge 

stereotypes, question historical injustices, and shed light on the ongoing struggles faced by 

Indigenous communities in America. Through his work, he seeks to give voice to their experiences 

and advocate for social and cultural justice. 


