Detective Literatures PYQ 2018

Section-A
Write short notes on the following:
Q1. Comment on the significance of Watson's meeting with Stamford.

Ans. Watson's meeting with Stamford is a pivotal moment in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's "A Study in
Scarlet," marking the beginning of the legendary partnership between Dr. John Watson.and Sherlock
Holmes. The significance of this meeting can be understood in the following ways:

Introduction of the Protagonists:

The meeting introduces readers to the two central characters of the Sherlock Holmes series—Dr.
John Watson and Sherlock Holmes himself. It provides essential background information about their
respective backgrounds and personalities.

Establishment of the Partnership:

Stamford plays a crucial role in bringing Watson and Holmes together. He recognizes Watson's need
for suitable lodgings and introduces him to Holmes, who is in need of a roommate. This chance
meeting leads to their partnership as flatmates and later as a detective duo.

Stamford's role as a facilitator highlights the'role of fate and coincidence in the story. If not for
Stamford's introduction, Watson and Holmes might never have crossed paths.

Character Introduction:

Stamford briefly describes Holmes to Watson, giving readers a glimpse into Holmes's eccentric and
enigmatic nature. Stamford's mention of Holmes's scientific prowess and his occasional forays into
detective work pique Watson's curiosity and the readers'.

Setting the Tone:

The meeting sets the tone for the entire series. It establishes the dynamic between Watson, the
narrator and relatable figure, and Holmes, the brilliant but eccentric detective. This dynamic,
characterized by Watson's admiration and Holmes's unique deductive skills, becomes a defining
feature of the series.

Foreshadowing of Adventures:

Stamford mentions that Holmes is involved in some "research work" of his own, hinting at the
intriguing and often mysterious cases that Watson will become entangled in as Holmes's confidant
and chronicler.

This foreshadowing adds an element of anticipation and excitement for readers, who know they are
about to embark on a series of thrilling adventures with Watson and Holmes.

In summary, Watson's meeting with Stamford is a significant moment in "A Study in Scarlet" as it
marks the beginning of the iconic partnership between Watson and Sherlock Holmes. This meeting



introduces the characters, sets the tone for the series, and foreshadows the captivating adventures
that await readers in the world of Sherlock Holmes.

OR
Adolphe Le Bon's innocence in Poe's 'Murders at Rue Morgue.'

Ans. It appears there is some confusion in your question. "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is a short
story by Edgar Allan Poe, and Adolphe Le Bon is a character who is wrongfully accused in the story.
Adolphe Le Bon is not the perpetrator of the murders but rather a victim of mistaken identity and
circumstantial evidence. Here is a brief explanation of Adolphe Le Bon's innocence in the story:

In "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," a brutal double murder occurs in a locked room in the Rue
Morgue in Paris. The murders are particularly mysterious because witnesses hear strange voices and
noises from the room during the night, and the room is found locked from the inside. Initially,
Adolphe Le Bon, the son of the murdered woman, Madame L'Espanaye, is arrested and accused of
the murders.

Adolphe Le Bon's innocence becomes apparent as the story unfolds. The evidence against him is
purely circumstantial, and there are several key factors that support his innocence:

Alibi: Adolphe Le Bon has a solid alibi. He was seen by multiple witnesses at the time of the murders,
which places him far from the crime scene.

Physical Evidence: The physical evidence found on the crime scene, including the strength and agility
required to commit the murders, does not match Adolphe Le Bon's physical attributes.

Witness Testimonies: Witnesses testify to seeing two voices—one in French and one in a foreign
language—coming from the crime scene. This indicates the presence of at least two individuals in the
locked room, further/exonerating Le Bon.

Orangutan: The ultimate resolution of the mystery reveals that an escaped orangutan from a sailor is
responsible forthe murders. The animal's strength, aggression, and unfamiliarity with the
environment explain the violent and chaotic scene in the locked room.

In the end, Adolphe/Le Bon is released, and his innocence is established. The story serves as an early
example of a locked-room mystery, where the solution to the crime lies in unconventional and
unexpected circumstances, ultimately exonerating the wrongly accused Adolphe Le Bon.

Q2. Detective Inspector Craddock in A Murder is Announced.

Ans. Detective Inspector Craddock is a fictional character in Agatha Christie's novel "A Murder is
Announced." He is a skilled detective who plays a central role in solving the murder mystery that
unfolds in the story. Here are some key points about Detective Inspector Craddock:



Professionalism: Detective Inspector Craddock is depicted as a dedicated and professional police
officer. He approaches his work with seriousness and a commitment to uncovering the truth behind
the murder.

Investigation: In "A Murder is Announced," Craddock is assigned to investigate the murder that
occurs during a seemingly innocent announcement in the local newspaper. He carefully examines the
evidence, interviews witnesses, and uses his detective skills to piece together the events leading up
to the murder.

Methodical Approach: Craddock employs a methodical approach to solving the mystery. He
systematically gathers information, considers various possibilities, and eliminates suspects based on
the evidence he uncovers.

Interaction with Miss Marple: Detective Inspector Craddock often collaborates with Miss Marple,
the beloved amateur detective created by Agatha Christie. Miss Marple assists him with her keen
observational skills and insights into human nature.

Respect for Miss Marple: Craddock respects Miss Marple's intelligence and contributions to the
investigation. He values her perspective and recognizes her abilities as a detective, even though she
is not a member of the police force.

Solving the Mystery: Throughout the novel, Craddock works diligently to.solve the murder mystery,
facing various twists and turns in the plot. His ultimate goal is to bring the perpetrator to justice and
ensure that the truth is revealed.

Without revealing any spoilers, Detective Inspector Craddock's character represents the archetype
of a competent and dedicated detective in the tradition of classic mystery fiction. His collaboration
with Miss Marple adds depth to the investigation and enhances the intrigue of the story. Readers of
Agatha Christie's novels often appreciate Craddock's role in helping to unravel the mysteries
presented in her works.

OR
The newspaper announcement.

Ans. The newspaper announcement is a central element in Agatha Christie's novel "A Murder is
Announced." It serves as the catalyst for the events that unfold in the story and sets the stage for the
murder mystery.-Here's an overview of the newspaper announcement and its significance:

The Announcement:

The novel opens with a startling notice in the Chipping Cleghorn Gazette, the local newspaper of the
English village of Chipping Cleghorn. The announcement reads, "A murder is announced and will take
place on Friday, October 29th, at Little Paddocks, at 6:30 p.m. Friends please accept this, the only
intimation."

Public Reaction:

The announcement both shocks and intrigues the residents of Chipping Cleghorn. Some believe it to
be a practical joke or a fictional event, while others are genuinely alarmed and curious.



Miss Marple, the novel's amateur detective, also takes notice of the announcement and becomes
interested in the case.

The Gathering:

The announcement leads to a gathering of curious neighbors at Little Paddocks, the residence
mentioned in the notice, on the specified date and time. The residents and visitors assemble,
expecting the murder to take place as announced.

The Murder:

As the clock strikes 6:30 p.m., the lights go out, gunshots are heard, and chaos ensues. When the
lights are restored, it becomes evident that a murder has indeed occurred. The victim_is identified as
Rudi Scherz, a Swiss immigrant who was visiting the house.

The Investigation:

Detective Inspector Craddock is called to the scene to investigate the murder. He, along with Miss
Marple, examines the evidence, interviews witnesses, and attempts to uncover the truth behind the
murder.

Deception and Secrets:

The newspaper announcement is just one layer of deception and intrigue in the novel. As the
investigation unfolds, it becomes clear that many of the characters in Chipping Cleghorn harbor
secrets, and their pasts are intertwined in unexpected ways.

Resolution:

Through the course of the novel, the mystery behind the newspaper announcement and the murder
is gradually unraveled. Miss Marple and Detective Inspector Craddock work together to solve the
case, revealing the truth about the events at Little Paddocks.

In summary, the newspaper.announcement in "A Murder is Announced" is a clever plot device that
draws readers into the story and sets the stage for a complex and intriguing murder mystery. It
creates an atmosphere of suspense and curiosity, leading to a series of unexpected events and
revelations as theinvestigation unfolds.

Q3. The "z00' in "The Menagerie.'

Ans. "The Menagerie" is a two-part episode of the original "Star Trek" television series that originally
aired during its first season in 1966. In this episode, the term "zoo" is used metaphorically to
describe a unique and ethically complex situation involving a group of characters known as the
Talosians. Here's an overview of the "z00" concept in "The Menagerie":

The Talosians:

The Talosians are an alien species encountered by Captain Christopher Pike and the USS Enterprise
crew. They inhabit the planet Talos IV. These beings possess powerful telepathic abilities that allow
them to create realistic illusions in the minds of others.

The Illlusions:



The Talosians are known for their ability to create highly convincing illusions. They can project these
illusions into the minds of their visitors, making them believe they are experiencing real events and
environments. This is where the concept of the "zoo" comes into play.

Captain Pike's Situation:

In "The Menagerie," it is revealed that Captain Pike had visited Talos IV years before the events of the
episode. During his visit, he was captured by the Talosians, who sought to use his mental abilities to
help repopulate their dying civilization.

To achieve this, the Talosians created an illusion for Pike in which he was living a peaceful and idyllic
life with a woman named Vina, who had been similarly captured. In this illusion, they believed that
Pike and Vina would mate and produce offspring.

The "Zoo" Concept:

The term "zoo" is used metaphorically to describe the Talosians' practice of keeping Pike.and Vina in
a mental illusion of a perfect life, which they cannot escape. To the Talosians, this illusion serves as a
kind of "zoo" or habitat where Pike and Vina are content and under-the Talosians' control.

The Talosians' intentions are not malevolent; they genuinely believe they are providing a better life
for their captives by creating a perfect illusion. However, it raises ethical questions about the limits of
free will and the consequences of controlling others' perceptions and experiences.

The Moral Dilemma:

"The Menagerie" explores a moral dilemma: s it ethical to keep someone in an illusionary paradise
against their will, even if it is intended for their own happiness? Captain Pike's situation raises
guestions about autonomy and the right to make one's own choices, even if those choices lead to
suffering.

In summary, the "zo00" concept in "The Menagerie" refers to the Talosians' practice of creating
elaborate mental illusions for their captives, effectively trapping them in an idyllic but controlled
environment. This concept raises ethical and philosophical questions about the limits of free will and
the consequences of manipulating others' perceptions and experiences for what is perceived as their
own well-being.

SECTION-B
Q4. Elaborate upon the detective techniques used by Miss Maple in A Murder is Announced.

Ans. Miss Marple, a recurring character in Agatha Christie's novels, is known for her sharp
observational skills, attention to detail, and ability to draw conclusions from seemingly unrelated
information. In "A Murder is Announced," she employs several detective techniques to unravel the
mystery:

Observation and Deduction: Miss Marple carefully observes people, their behavior, and their
reactions. She often makes insightful deductions about their characters based on seemingly minor
details. Her ability to spot inconsistencies and recognize hidden motives is a key aspect of her
detective technique.



Questioning: Miss Marple frequently engages in conversations with various characters to gather
information. She asks probing questions and listens attentively to their responses, searching for clues
and inconsistencies in their accounts.

Comparative Analysis: Miss Marple draws on her extensive knowledge of human nature and her
experiences in the village of St. Mary Mead. She often compares the behaviors and actions of the
characters in the current case with those she has encountered in the past, helping her identify
patterns and motives.

Psychological Insight: Miss Marple has a deep understanding of psychology and human behavior. She
often analyzes the psychological motivations behind the characters' actions and uses this insight to
piece together the puzzle of the murder.

Reconstruction of Events: Miss Marple reconstructs the sequence of events leading up to the
murder by carefully considering the available evidence, timelines, and witness testimonies. She uses
this reconstruction to identify potential suspects and motives.

Contextual Knowledge: Miss Marple's knowledge of the village's social dynamics, relationships, and
histories is invaluable. She understands how these factors influence people's behavior and uses this
knowledge to uncover hidden agendas.

Collaboration with the Police: While Miss Marple is not a‘police officer; she often collaborates with
law enforcement, such as Detective Inspector Craddock in this<€ase.Her insights and discoveries
contribute significantly to the investigation.

Attention to Small Details: Miss Marple pays close attention to seemingly insignificant details, such
as the choice of words in conversations or the placement of objects. These small details often hold
the key to solving the mystery.

In "A Murder is Announced," Miss Marple's detective techniques lead her to uncover the truth
behind the murder announced in the newspaper, ultimately solving the complex case. Her unique
approach, combining astute observation, deductive reasoning, and an understanding of human
psychology, sets her apart as a formidable amateur detective in the world of mystery fiction.

OR
Elaborate on the title of the story "The Menagerie'

Ans. The word "menagerie" typically refers to a collection of animals, especially in a confined space
like a zoo or an exhibition. However, when used as the title of a story or play, it often carries deeper
symbolic and thematic meanings. In the context of a literary work, "The Menagerie" could signify
several things:

1. Symbol of Captivity and Confinement: In literature, a menagerie can symbolize the idea of
captivity and confinement. Animals in a menagerie are often held in enclosures, and they are
separated from their natural habitats. This can be a metaphor for characters in the story who might
feel trapped or confined in their circumstances, unable to live freely or pursue their desires.

2. Metaphor for a Diverse Cast of Characters: Just as a menagerie houses a diverse collection of
animals, the title could suggest that the story features a wide range of characters with different



backgrounds, personalities, and characteristics. Each character may be unique, much like the various
animals in a menagerie.

3. Exploration of Human Nature: A menagerie can also be used as a microcosm to explore human
nature and behavior. The interactions between the animals in a menagerie can be a reflection of the
dynamics between the characters in the story. It may highlight themes of competition, cooperation,
and conflict among the characters.

4. Metaphor for Curiosity and Exploration: Menageries are often places of curiosity and exploration.
They attract visitors who are eager to observe and learn about exotic or unusual creatures. In the
context of a story, "The Menagerie" might symbolize the reader's or characters' curiosity about the
world, its mysteries, and the diverse individuals they encounter.

5. Conflict Between Nature and Civilization: Menageries can represent the tension between the
wild, untamed natural world and the controlled, civilized human world. The story may explore how
characters navigate this conflict, whether by embracing their wild instincts or conforming to societal
norms.

Overall, "The Menagerie" as a title suggests a complex interplay of themes, including captivity,
diversity, human nature, curiosity, and the clash between the natural and civilized worlds. The title
invites readers to delve into a narrative that likely explores these themes through its characters and
plot, making it a compelling and thought-provoking choice.

Q5. Is Watson the ideal foil for the brilliance of Sherlock Holmes ? Discuss their relationship and its
significance in Doyle's 'A Study in Scarlet'.

Ans. Dr. John Watson is indeed the ideal foil for the brilliance of Sherlock Holmes in Arthur Conan
Doyle's "A Study in Scarlet," and their unique relationship is a fundamental aspect of the novel's
success. Here's a discussion of their relationship and its significance in the story:

Complementary Qualities:

Sherlock Holmes is portrayed as a genius detective with remarkable powers of observation,
deduction, and analytical thinking. He possesses a highly logical and methodical mind.

In contrast, Dr. John Watson is characterized as a more ordinary, practical, and down-to-earth
individual. He is a trained physician and army veteran, offering medical knowledge and a sense of
compassion.

The two characters complement each other perfectly. Holmes provides the intellectual brilliance and
deductive reasoning, while Watson brings a sense of humanity and relatability to the narrative.

Narrative Device:

"A Study in Scarlet" is structured as a narrative told from Watson's perspective. Watson serves as
both a narrator and a participant in the events. His role as a narrator allows readers to see the world
through his eyes and experience Holmes's genius indirectly.

Watson's role as a chronicler adds an extra layer of authenticity and credibility to Holmes's cases. As
a medical doctor, he records details meticulously and objectively.



Holmes's Eccentricities:

Holmes's eccentricities, including his brilliant but aloof nature, can make him a challenging character
for readers to relate to directly. Watson serves as a bridge between Holmes and the audience,
humanizing Holmes and making his character more accessible.

Watson as Everyman:

Watson often represents the "everyman" or the average person. His reactions to Holmes's
deductions and methods mirror those of the readers. He asks the questions readers might ask and
expresses the wonder and amazement that readers likely feel.

Through Watson, readers can marvel at Holmes's intellect and unravel the intricacies of the cases
alongside him.

Friendship and Loyalty:

The relationship between Holmes and Watson is characterized by deep mutual respect, trust, and
loyalty. Despite their differences, they form a strong bond of friendship and partnership.

Watson's unwavering support and willingness to accompany Holmes on.dangerous investigations
highlight the loyalty and camaraderie between them.

Holmes's Dependence on Watson:

While Holmes is a brilliant detective, he occasionally relies on Watson's practical skills and insights.
Watson's medical expertise proves invaluable in certain cases.

Holmes's occasional reliance on Watson reinforces the idea that even the most brilliant individuals
may need assistance from others.

In "A Study in Scarlet," theiddynamic between Sherlock Holmes and Dr. John Watson is essential to
the narrative's success.\Watson's role as the ideal foil not only enhances the storytelling but also
allows readers to appreciate. Holmes's genius from a relatable perspective. Their friendship and
collaboration serve as a central theme throughout Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories, making them a
beloved and enduring literary duo.

OR

It is said that London itself is a character in Doyle's Holmes novels. Do you agree with this view ?
Give a reasoned answer.

Ans. Yes, | agree that London is often considered a character in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock
Holmes novels, and this view is supported by several compelling reasons:

Setting as a Character: In many of the Sherlock Holmes stories, London is more than just a backdrop;
it becomes a living, breathing entity with its own unique personality. Doyle's vivid descriptions of
various London neighborhoods, landmarks, and streets help readers feel as though they are
exploring the city alongside Holmes and Watson.

Atmosphere and Mood: London's diverse neighborhoods, from the bustling streets of the West End
to the foggy alleys of the East End, contribute to the atmosphere and mood of each story. Doyle
skillfully uses London's changing weather, lighting, and urban landscapes to create the right



ambiance for different cases. The city's ever-shifting moods reflect the shifting tones of the
narratives.

Cultural Diversity: London's multiculturalism is highlighted in the stories. Holmes's clients and
suspects often come from various social backgrounds and cultural communities within the city. This
diversity adds depth to the characters and plotlines and reflects the rich tapestry of Victorian-era
London.

Transportation: The use of various modes of transportation, including horse-drawn carriages,
hansom cabs, and trains, is integral to many plots. London's extensive transportation network plays a
crucial role in the detectives' ability to solve cases and move swiftly around the city.

Landmarks and Landscapes: Iconic landmarks such as 221B Baker Street (Holmes's residence),
Scotland Yard, and the Diogenes Club are recurring elements in the stories. These locations become
synonymous with the characters and are instantly recognizable to readers.

Social Commentary: London's stark contrasts between wealth and poverty, the opulent upper class
and the downtrodden lower class, are frequently explored. Doyle uses the city as a backdrop to
comment on social issues and class disparities of the Victorian era:

Urban Challenges: London's challenges, such as crime, overcrowding, and the anonymity of city life,
provide the backdrop for many mysteries. Holmes's ability to navigate these challenges and solve
crimes in the urban jungle demonstrates his exceptional skills.

Historical Context: The stories are firmly rooted in‘the historical context of late 19th-century London,
including events, technologies, and societal norms.of the time. Readers gain insights into the city's
evolving landscape during this period.

In summary, London is not merely a setting in the Sherlock Holmes stories; it is a dynamic and
multifaceted character in its’own right. Its influence on the stories' plots, characters, and atmosphere
is undeniable. Doyle's masterful use of London as a literary device enhances the richness and
authenticity of the narratives, making the city an integral part of the Sherlock Holmes legacy.

Q6. How does Dupin, through his use of 'rateocination’, emerge as the ideal detective figure in
Poe's "Murders at Rue Morgue" ?

Ans. In Edgar Allan Poe's "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," C. Auguste Dupin emerges as the ideal
detective figure through his unique method of "ratiocination," which sets him apart as a brilliant and
deductive detective. Here's how Dupin embodies the characteristics of the ideal detective in the
story:

Logical Deduction: Dupin's ratiocination is marked by his exceptional ability to engage in logical
deduction. He meticulously analyzes facts and evidence, seeking rational explanations for seemingly
inexplicable events. His thought process is methodical and structured.

Attention to Detail: Dupin is extraordinarily observant, and he pays close attention to even the
smallest details. He examines evidence thoroughly, considering its significance in the context of the
crime. His keen eye for detail allows him to uncover clues that others might overlook.



Creative Thinking: While Dupin relies on logic, he also employs creative and imaginative thinking. He
is not bound by conventional or linear thought processes. Instead, he explores unconventional
avenues of inquiry and considers multiple possibilities.

Analysis of Human Behavior: Dupin's ratiocination extends beyond physical evidence. He delves into
the psychology and behavior of individuals involved in the case. He considers motives, emotions, and
human nature in his quest for solutions.

Independence and Self-Reliance: Dupin works independently and relies on his own intellectual
abilities. He does not conform to established investigative procedures or rely on law enforcement
authorities. His self-reliance and confidence set him apart.

Use of Logic and Science: Dupin applies principles of logic and science to solve the mystery. He
employs mathematics, analysis, and deductive reasoning as powerful tools.in his.investigative toolkit.

Holistic Approach: Dupin takes a holistic approach to solving the crime. He looks beyond the obvious
and considers all aspects of the case, including the physical evidence, witness testimonies; and the
wider context in which the events occurred.

Patient Persistence: Dupin is patient and persistent in his pursuit of the truth. He does not rush to
hasty conclusions but meticulously pieces together the puzzle over time. His dedication to solving
the mystery is unwavering.

Elegance and Poise: Dupin embodies a sense of elegance and poise in his demeanor. He maintains a
calm and composed demeanor even in the face of'gruesome and.perplexing crimes. His intellectual
elegance complements his deductive abilities.

Solving the Unsolvable: Perhaps most impartantly, Dupin's ratiocination enables him to solve
seemingly unsolvable mysteries. In "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," he unravels a perplexing
double murder case that had confounded the police and the public.

Overall, Dupin's use of ratiocination in Poe's "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" elevates him as the
guintessential detective figure. His combination of logical deduction, attention to detail, creative
thinking, and profound understanding of human behavior sets a standard for detective characters in
the genre of mystery and detective fiction. Dupin's success in solving complex cases cements his
status as an iconic detective in the history of literature.

OR

Poe's stories are a reflection of modern day Paris at the time of writing. Discuss with reference to
'Murders at Rue Morgue.

Ans. Edgar Allan Poe's "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is set in Paris and provides a window into
the urban landscape and societal aspects of the city during the 19th century. While Poe himself
never visited Paris, his portrayal of the city in the story reflects the general perception and
fascination with Paris as a cultural and intellectual center of the time. Here's how the story serves as
a reflection of modern-day Paris in the early 19th century:



Urban Setting: "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is set in the heart of Paris, specifically in the Rue
Morgue, a central and well-known street in the city. The urban setting is integral to the story, as it
places the gruesome murders in a densely populated and bustling part of the city.

Social Diversity: The story presents a diverse cast of characters, including Monsieur C. Auguste
Dupin, a cultured and intelligent Frenchman, and the neighbors in the Rue Morgue, who represent
various social classes. This diversity mirrors the cosmopolitan nature of Paris, which attracted people
from different backgrounds and nationalities.

Intellectual Atmosphere: Paris was renowned for its intellectual and artistic vibrancy during the 19th
century. In "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," Dupin is portrayed as an intellectual and a man of
culture. His deductive abilities and intellectual pursuits align with the city's reputation for fostering
creative and intellectual endeavors.

Cultural References: The story references cultural elements of the time, such.as references to the
French language and French literature. These cultural references anchor the narrative in.a French
context and reflect the cultural richness of Paris.

Class Disparities: Paris was a city marked by stark class disparities; and this theme is reflected in the
story. The Rue Morgue neighborhood includes both affluent residents-and working-class individuals,
highlighting the socioeconomic divisions present in the city.

Crime and Mystery: Paris was known for its crime and mystery stories, and "The Murders in the Rue
Morgue" is a prime example of this genre. The story taps into the fascination with crime and
detection that was prevalent in Parisian literature and society of the time.

Architectural Details: The narrative.includes descriptions of the architecture of the Rue Morgue and
the layout of the building where the murders occur. These details provide a sense of place and
contribute to the story's atmosphere.

While Poe's depiction of Paris in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is not a literal reflection of the
city, it captures the essence.of Paris as a cultural and intellectual hub with a complex urban
landscape. The story's urban setting, diverse characters, intellectual atmosphere, and exploration of
societal themes make'it a reflection of the spirit and character of Paris during the early 19th century,
even if it is presented in the context of a gripping detective tale.



