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Q1. Evaluate nature of planning in India over the last three decades. 

Ans. The nature of planning in India over the last three decades has evolved significantly, reflecting 

changes in economic policies, government priorities, and global economic trends. Here is an 

evaluation of the nature of planning in India during this period: 

1990s - Liberalization and Economic Reforms: 

• The early 1990s marked a significant turning point with the initiation of economic liberalization 

and reforms. 

• Planning shifted from a predominantly centralized and state-led model to a more market-

oriented and decentralized approach. 

• The Ninth Five-Year Plan (1997-2002) emphasized reforms, privatization, and opening up of the 

Indian economy to globalization. 

• There was a reduced focus on government control and a greater reliance on market forces to 

drive economic growth. 

2000s - Focus on Inclusive Growth: 

• The Tenth Five-Year Plan (2002-2007) continued to emphasize economic reforms but also 

highlighted the need for inclusive growth. 

• There was an increased focus on reducing poverty, improving healthcare and education, and 

addressing regional disparities. 

• Planning incorporated elements of social development and human development indicators. 

2010s - Shift towards Sustainable Development: 

• The Twelfth Five-Year Plan (2012-2017) emphasized sustainable development, environmental 

protection, and inclusive growth. 

• It recognized the importance of social sectors, infrastructure development, and environmental 

sustainability. 

• Planning also acknowledged the need for innovation and technology-driven growth. 

2020s - Adaptation to Global Challenges: 

• The planning approach in the 2020s has been shaped by global challenges, including the COVID-

19 pandemic and climate change. 

• There is a growing emphasis on building resilient healthcare systems, strengthening digital 

infrastructure, and addressing climate-related issues. 

• Planning also reflects the government's "Atmanirbhar Bharat" (self-reliant India) initiative, which 

seeks to promote domestic manufacturing and reduce dependence on imports. 

Challenges and Critiques: 

• Despite the evolution in planning approaches, India still faces challenges related to poverty, 

inequality, and regional disparities. 



 

 

• Critics argue that planning has often been inconsistent in its implementation, leading to gaps 

between policy intentions and outcomes. 

• There is a need for better coordination between central and state governments to ensure 

effective planning and implementation. 

In summary, the nature of planning in India over the last three decades has shifted from a 

centralized and state-led approach to a more market-oriented, inclusive, and sustainable 

development model. It continues to adapt to global challenges and remains a critical tool for 

addressing India's developmental goals. However, the effectiveness of planning depends on its 

implementation and the ability to address persistent challenges. 

 

 

Q2. Critically examine the argument that "The globalization process has led to informalization of 

workers in India.” 

Ans. The argument that "The globalization process has led to the informalization of workers in India" 

holds significant merit, as it reflects a complex and multifaceted reality in the country's labor market. 

Let's critically examine this argument: 

1. Expansion of the Informal Sector: 

a) Globalization and economic liberalization in India have led to increased economic activities, 

including foreign direct investment and the growth of multinational corporations. 

b) While this has contributed to economic growth, a substantial portion of this growth has been 

concentrated in the informal sector, which includes unregulated and low-wage labor. 

c) The informal sector has expanded to absorb a significant proportion of the labor force, leading to 

the informalization of workers. 

2. Job Insecurity: 

a) Many workers in the informal sector lack job security, employment benefits, and social 

protection. 

b) They often work in precarious conditions with irregular working hours and little to no access to 

healthcare, pensions, or other social security measures. 

c) This lack of formal employment contracts and protections characterizes the informalization of 

labor. 

3. Low Wages and Exploitation: 

a) Globalization has facilitated the movement of capital and industries to countries with cheaper 

labor, leading to wage suppression in labor-intensive sectors. 

b) Workers in the informal sector often receive lower wages compared to their counterparts in the 

formal sector, leading to economic exploitation. 

4. Informal Labor Practices: 

a) Informalization is also marked by informal labor practices such as daily wage labor, contract 

labor, and piece-rate work, which lack the benefits and protections of formal employment. 

5. Gender Disparities: 



 

 

a) Women workers are disproportionately affected by the informalization of labor. They often work 

in low-paying and vulnerable jobs with little job security or benefits. 

6. Lack of Unionization: 

a) Workers in the informal sector face challenges in unionization and collective bargaining, limiting 

their ability to demand better wages and working conditions. 

7. Policy and Legal Frameworks: 

a) The Indian government's policies and labor laws have not kept pace with the changing nature of 

work in the globalized economy, leaving many workers without legal protection. 

8. Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic: 

a) The COVID-19 pandemic further exposed the vulnerabilities of informal workers, as many lost 

their livelihoods without access to unemployment benefits or healthcare. 

In conclusion, the argument that globalization has led to the informalization of workers in India is 

supported by evidence of the growing informal sector, job insecurity, low wages, and the absence of 

social protections. While globalization has brought economic growth, it has also exacerbated income 

inequality and left a significant portion of the labor force in vulnerable and precarious working 

conditions. Addressing the informalization of labor requires comprehensive labor reforms, social 

safety nets, and policies that prioritize decent work and social justice. 

 

 

Q3. Make an assessment of the spread and impact of Green Revolution in India. 

Ans. The Green Revolution in India was a series of agricultural innovations and initiatives that aimed 

to increase agricultural productivity and food production. It had a significant impact on Indian 

agriculture and society. Here's an assessment of the spread and impact of the Green Revolution in 

India: 

Spread: 

1. Geographical Spread: The Green Revolution was first introduced in the 1960s and initially 

focused on the northern states of Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh. Over time, its 

success led to its expansion to other states, including Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and 

Maharashtra. 

2. Crop Varieties: The introduction of high-yielding varieties (HYVs) of wheat and rice, such as IR8 

and Sona Masuri, played a pivotal role in the Green Revolution's success. These varieties were 

more resistant to pests and diseases and had higher yields. 

3. Technological Inputs: The Green Revolution promoted the use of modern farming techniques, 

including the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and irrigation. 

Impact: 

1. Increase in Food Production: One of the most significant impacts of the Green Revolution was 

the substantial increase in food grain production, particularly in wheat and rice. India 

transformed from a food-deficit nation to a food-surplus nation. 



 

 

2. Poverty Reduction: Increased agricultural productivity led to higher incomes for many farmers, 

contributing to poverty reduction in rural areas. 

3. Reduced Food Prices: Increased food production helped stabilize food prices, making essential 

food items more affordable for consumers. 

4. Technological Adoption: The Green Revolution encouraged the adoption of modern agricultural 

technologies, which contributed to improved efficiency and productivity in the agricultural 

sector. 

5. Infrastructure Development: To support the Green Revolution, there was significant investment 

in irrigation, rural infrastructure, and research and development in agriculture. 

6. Regional Disparities: The benefits of the Green Revolution were not evenly distributed. States 

like Punjab and Haryana witnessed more significant gains, while some other regions lagged 

behind. 

Challenges and Concerns: 

1. Environmental Impact: The extensive use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides raised 

environmental concerns, including soil degradation and water pollution. 

2. Sustainability: Some argue that the Green Revolution's focus on high-yielding varieties and 

chemical inputs may not be sustainable in the long term, given concerns about soil health and 

water resources. 

3. Income Inequality: The benefits of the Green Revolution were not equitably distributed, leading 

to income disparities between those who could afford modern inputs and those who couldn't. 

4. Crop Diversity: The emphasis on a few high-yielding crops led to a decline in traditional crop 

diversity, which has implications for food security and biodiversity. 

In conclusion, the Green Revolution had a significant impact on India's agricultural landscape, 

leading to increased food production, poverty reduction, and the adoption of modern farming 

techniques. However, it also raised concerns about environmental sustainability, income inequality, 

and crop diversity. To address these challenges, there is a need for sustainable agricultural practices, 

equitable distribution of benefits, and the promotion of agricultural diversification. 

 

 

Q4. Analyse different forms and major issues of the women’s movement in India after 

Independence.  

Ans. The women's movement in India after Independence has been diverse and dynamic, addressing 

a range of issues related to gender equality and women's rights. Here's an analysis of different 

forms and major issues within the women's movement in post-Independence India: 

Forms of the Women's Movement: 

1. Social Reform Movements: In the immediate post-Independence period, social reform 

movements like the All India Women's Conference (AIWC) focused on issues such as women's 

education, healthcare, and legal rights. They played a crucial role in advocating for legislative 

reforms that improved the status of women. 

2. Autonomous Women's Organizations: Autonomous women's organizations, such as the National 

Federation of Indian Women (NFIW) and the All India Democratic Women's Association (AIDWA), 

emerged as significant players in the women's movement. They addressed various issues like 

dowry, domestic violence, and gender-based discrimination. 



 

 

3. Women's Studies: The establishment of women's studies departments in universities and 

research institutions contributed to the academic dimension of the women's movement. It 

provided a platform for feminist research, scholarship, and activism. 

4. Mass Movements: Grassroots movements like the Chipko movement, the Narmada Bachao 

Andolan, and the anti-liquor movements in various states included women and addressed their 

specific concerns. These movements showcased women's active participation in environmental 

and social justice causes. 

Major Issues of the Women's Movement: 

1. Legal Reforms: The women's movement in India has consistently advocated for legal reforms to 

improve women's rights. Key legislations include the Dowry Prohibition Act, the Equal 

Remuneration Act, the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, and amendments to 

rape laws. 

2. Violence Against Women: Addressing violence against women has been a central concern. 

Movements and organizations have campaigned against dowry-related violence, acid attacks, 

honor killings, and sexual harassment. The Nirbhaya case in 2012 galvanized nationwide protests 

and calls for stricter laws. 

3. Women's Economic Empowerment: The women's movement has advocated for equal pay for 

equal work, access to economic opportunities, and entrepreneurship development for women. 

Microfinance and self-help groups have played a role in economic empowerment. 

4. Political Representation: Women's organizations have campaigned for increased political 

representation, leading to the introduction of reservations for women in local panchayats and 

municipal bodies. However, the struggle for greater representation at the state and national 

levels continues. 

5. Health and Reproductive Rights: The women's movement has fought for women's reproductive 

rights, access to healthcare, and family planning services. Advocacy for safe abortion and 

maternal health has been prominent. 

6. Education and Literacy: Ensuring access to quality education for girls and reducing the gender 

gap in literacy rates have been consistent objectives of the women's movement. 

7. Intersectionality: Modern feminist movements in India acknowledge the intersectionality of 

gender with other factors like caste, class, and religion. There is a growing emphasis on 

addressing these multiple axes of oppression. 

In summary, the women's movement in India after Independence has taken various forms and 

tackled a wide range of issues. It has been instrumental in securing legal reforms, addressing violence 

against women, promoting economic empowerment, advocating for political representation, and 

advancing reproductive rights. The movement's resilience and adaptability have contributed to 

progress in women's rights and gender equality in the country. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss the issues involved in movements against alienation of tribal land in contemporary 

India.  

Ans. Movements against the alienation of tribal land in contemporary India are often centered 

around issues of land rights, displacement, and the violation of tribal communities' traditional rights 

and way of life. Here are the key issues involved in these movements: 



 

 

1. Land Alienation: Tribal communities have historically faced land alienation due to various 

factors, including colonial policies, forest laws, and development projects. This process continues 

today, as tribal lands are often taken for industrial, mining, infrastructure, and urbanization 

projects, leaving tribal communities dispossessed and marginalized. 

2. Forest Rights: Forest rights and access to forest resources are critical for tribal livelihoods. The 

Forest Rights Act (2006) sought to recognize and vest forest rights in tribal and other forest-

dwelling communities. However, the implementation of this law has been slow and uneven, 

leading to ongoing conflicts over forest land and resources. 

3. Displacement and Rehabilitation: Large-scale development projects such as dams, mining, and 

infrastructure development often result in the displacement of tribal communities from their 

ancestral lands. In many cases, the promised rehabilitation and compensation are inadequate or 

not provided at all, leading to a loss of livelihoods and cultural disruption. 

4. Violence and Intimidation: Tribal activists and communities protesting against land alienation 

often face violence, intimidation, and harassment from state authorities, private companies, and 

even local communities with vested interests. These incidents can deter activism and create an 

atmosphere of fear. 

5. Cultural Preservation: Land is intrinsically tied to the cultural identity of tribal communities. 

Displacement and alienation threaten their cultural practices, traditional knowledge, and 

spiritual beliefs. These movements aim to protect and preserve these aspects of tribal life. 

6. Economic Exploitation: Tribal communities are often economically exploited due to their lack of 

awareness about their legal rights, limited access to education and healthcare, and unfair labor 

practices. These movements seek to address economic exploitation and advocate for fair wages 

and working conditions. 

7. Legal Framework: Despite legal safeguards and constitutional provisions like the Fifth and Sixth 

Schedules, tribal land rights continue to be undermined. Many tribal activists and organizations 

demand stricter implementation of these legal protections and the recognition of customary and 

community land rights. 

8. Environmental Concerns: Some tribal movements are linked to broader environmental concerns. 

Tribal communities often serve as stewards of ecologically sensitive areas and are concerned 

about the environmental impacts of industrial and developmental projects on their land. 

9. Role of NGOs and Civil Society: Many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society 

groups support tribal movements by providing legal aid, advocacy, and a platform for raising 

awareness about land rights issues. 

10. Government Policies and Programs: Tribal movements also engage with government policies 

and programs related to tribal welfare and development. They advocate for policies that respect 

the autonomy and self-governance of tribal communities. 

In conclusion, movements against the alienation of tribal land in contemporary India revolve around 

a complex interplay of historical injustices, economic interests, cultural preservation, and legal rights. 

These movements seek to address these issues and ensure that tribal communities have control over 

their lands and resources, allowing them to lead dignified and empowered lives while preserving 

their unique cultures and identities. 

 

 

Q6. Trace the historical evolution of civil liberties and democratic rights movements in India. 



 

 

Ans. The historical evolution of civil liberties and democratic rights movements in India is marked by 

a series of struggles, events, and legal developments. These movements have played a crucial role in 

upholding democratic principles, individual freedoms, and social justice. Here is an overview of their 

evolution: 

Pre-Independence Era (Before 1947): 

1. The struggle for civil liberties in colonial India was closely linked to the broader fight for 

independence from British colonial rule. 

2. The Indian National Congress and other political organizations championed civil liberties as part 

of their demand for self-rule. 

3. Key milestones included the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922) and the Civil 

Disobedience Movement (1930-1934), which emphasized civil disobedience as a form of protest 

against unjust laws. 

Post-Independence Era (1947 Onward): 

1. After gaining independence, India adopted a democratic constitution that enshrined 

fundamental rights and freedoms. 

2. The Indian Constitution, adopted in 1950, included the right to equality, freedom of speech and 

expression, freedom of religion, and other civil liberties. 

3. The first major challenge to civil liberties in independent India was the imposition of Emergency 

Rule by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1975, which led to the suspension of several civil 

liberties. 

4. The Navnirman Movement in Gujarat in the 1970s and the Naxalite movements in various states 

also raised concerns about civil liberties. 

Emergency Period (1975-1977): 

1. The 21-month-long Emergency, declared by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, saw the suspension of 

civil liberties, arrests of political activists, and censorship of the press. 

2. This period witnessed a significant resistance movement against the erosion of civil liberties, 

with various political and social groups coming together to oppose authoritarianism. 

Civil Liberties Movements in Various States: 

1. States like Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir witnessed civil liberties movements, often linked to 

demands for regional autonomy or independence. 

2. In Punjab, the Khalistan movement in the 1980s and 1990s and the subsequent 

counterinsurgency operations raised concerns about human rights violations. 

Human Rights Organizations: 

1. Various human rights organizations and activists have played a pivotal role in advocating for civil 

liberties and democratic rights. 

2. Organizations like the People's Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) and the People's Union for 

Democratic Rights (PUDR) have been active in documenting violations and seeking legal redress. 

Legal Interventions and Judicial Activism: 

1. The Indian judiciary has often played a role in upholding civil liberties through its judgments. 

Landmark cases, such as Keshavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973), have reinforced the 

supremacy of the Constitution. 



 

 

2. The Supreme Court's activism in safeguarding civil liberties, including the right to privacy and the 

decriminalization of homosexuality (Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, 2018), has been 

significant. 

Contemporary Issues: 

1. Civil liberties and democratic rights continue to be debated and contested in contemporary India. 

Issues related to freedom of speech and expression, dissent, internet censorship, and 

surveillance are prominent in public discourse. 

In conclusion, the evolution of civil liberties and democratic rights movements in India reflects the 

country's ongoing struggle to protect individual freedoms and uphold democratic values. While 

progress has been made, challenges persist, and the movements continue to play a crucial role in 

shaping India's democratic landscape. 


