
 

 

European Classical Literature PYQ 2018 

 

Q1. Contextualise and comment critically on the following:  

(i) The tension between tradition and military glory in The Iliad. 

Ans. In Homer's epic poem, "The Iliad," the tension between tradition and military glory is a central 

and recurring theme. This tension is reflected in the actions and motivations of the characters, 

particularly Achilles, and it carries significant implications for the overarching narrative of the Trojan 

War. Let's contextualize and comment critically on this theme: 

Context: 

"The Iliad" is set during the Trojan War, a legendary conflict between the Greeks (Achaeans) and the 

Trojans. The epic explores the events of the war, focusing on the anger and wrath of Achilles, one of 

the Greek heroes. Achilles is a central character whose pursuit of personal glory and honor clashes 

with the traditional values and social order of ancient Greece. 

 

Tension between Tradition and Military Glory: 

Traditional Values: 

Ancient Greek society was deeply rooted in tradition and hierarchy. Honor, respect for authority, and 

adherence to social norms were highly valued. 

The epic portrays these traditional values through characters like Hector, who is a symbol of honor, 

family duty, and patriotism. Hector fights to defend his city of Troy and fulfill his role as a husband, 

father, and son. 

Achilles' Pursuit of Glory: 

Achilles, on the other hand, represents the pursuit of personal military glory and individual honor. He 

is motivated by the desire for immortal fame (kleos) rather than adherence to traditional societal 

roles. 

His decision to withdraw from battle due to a perceived slight by Agamemnon sets the stage for the 

tension. Achilles prioritizes his personal honor above his duty to the Greek army and society. 

Impact on the War: 

Achilles' absence from the battlefield has a profound impact on the course of the war. Without his 

strength and leadership, the Greeks struggle against the Trojans. 

Achilles' pursuit of glory ultimately leads to a crisis in which his close friend Patroclus is killed, 

prompting Achilles to rejoin the battle with a vengeance. 

Critical Commentary: 

Conflict of Values: The tension between tradition and military glory reflects a broader conflict of 

values in the epic. It raises questions about the price of personal ambition and the impact of 

individual actions on society. 



 

 

Human Complexity: "The Iliad" presents its characters, including Achilles, with complexity. While 

Achilles' pursuit of glory can be seen as selfish, it also highlights the human desire for recognition 

and the struggle between personal aspirations and societal norms. 

Tragic Consequences: The tension between tradition and military glory ultimately leads to tragic 

consequences. Achilles' rage and Hector's heroism demonstrate the high stakes of this conflict. 

Hector's death and Achilles' eventual recognition of the importance of tradition and human 

connection serve as poignant moments in the narrative. 

Reconciliation: The resolution of the tension between tradition and military glory is complex and 

multifaceted. Achilles' return to the battlefield and his treatment of Hector's body reflect a 

reconciliation of his personal ambitions with the values of honor and humanity. 

In conclusion, the tension between tradition and military glory in "The Iliad" serves as a rich and 

multifaceted thematic exploration. It raises profound questions about the nature of heroism, 

individuality, and the impact of personal actions on society. The conflict between Achilles' pursuit of 

glory and the traditional values of honor and duty adds depth and complexity to the epic, making it a 

timeless work that continues to provoke critical analysis and discussion. 

 

(ii) The significance of the death of Patroclus.  

Ans. The death of Patroclus is a pivotal and emotionally charged moment in Homer's epic poem "The 

Iliad." Its significance reverberates throughout the narrative and has profound implications for the 

characters and the course of the Trojan War. Here's a short note on the significance of Patroclus' 

death: 

Turning Point in the Epic: Patroclus' death marks a crucial turning point in "The Iliad." It serves as the 

catalyst for Achilles' return to the battlefield. Up to this point, Achilles had been in self-imposed exile 

from the war due to a dispute with Agamemnon. Patroclus, his dear friend and companion, dons 

Achilles' armor and leads the Myrmidons into battle to aid the beleaguered Greeks. 

Achilles' Grief and Rage: Upon learning of Patroclus' death at the hands of Hector, Achilles is 

consumed by grief, guilt, and rage. His reaction is a stark contrast to his earlier withdrawal from the 

war. This emotional turmoil prompts Achilles to rejoin the battle, driven by a thirst for vengeance and 

the desire to avenge Patroclus. 

Redemption and Reconciliation: Patroclus' death becomes the catalyst for Achilles' redemption. He 

reconciles with Agamemnon and the Greek forces and returns to combat with renewed 

determination. Achilles' earlier pride and stubbornness give way to a more selfless and noble pursuit 

of victory for the Greeks. 

Symbol of Friendship: Patroclus' death underscores the depth of the friendship between him and 

Achilles. Their bond is portrayed as one of profound love and camaraderie. Patroclus' willingness to 

risk his life for Achilles, and Achilles' anguish over his death, highlight the theme of enduring 

friendship. 

Hector's Moment of Glory: Hector, the Trojan hero, achieves a moment of glory by killing Patroclus. 

This act enhances Hector's reputation as a formidable warrior. However, it also seals his fate, as it 

prompts Achilles to return to the battlefield with a single-minded determination to avenge Patroclus' 

death. 



 

 

Moral Complexity: Patroclus' death adds moral complexity to the epic. It raises questions about the 

cost of heroism and the consequences of war. Achilles' wrath, initially sparked by his anger with 

Agamemnon, is redirected toward Hector and the Trojans in the aftermath of Patroclus' death. 

In summary, the death of Patroclus in "The Iliad" is a pivotal event that drives the narrative forward 

and shapes the development of key characters, particularly Achilles. It serves as a powerful symbol of 

friendship, redemption, and the emotional toll of war. Patroclus' tragic fate has far-reaching 

consequences, ultimately influencing the outcome of the Trojan War and the moral landscape of the 

epic. 

 

 

Q2. Write a short note on the following:  

(i) The power of prophecy in Oedipus the King.  

Ans. In the ancient Greek tragedy "Oedipus the King" (also known as "Oedipus Rex") by Sophocles, 

the power of prophecy plays a central and tragic role in the narrative. The story revolves around 

Oedipus, who becomes the unwitting victim of a prophecy, highlighting the theme of fate and free 

will. Here's a short note on the power of prophecy in the play: 

1. The Oracle of Delphi: 

   - The power of prophecy is embodied in the Oracle of Delphi, a revered seeress in ancient Greece. 

King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes consult the Oracle, which foretells that their son, Oedipus, 

will grow up to kill his father and marry his mother. 

2. Oedipus's Attempt to Escape Fate: 

   - When Oedipus learns of the prophecy, he tries to avoid his foretold destiny by leaving Corinth, 

believing that Polybus and Merope are his real parents. In doing so, he believes he can escape the 

tragic prophecy. 

3. Irony of Oedipus's Actions: 

   - Despite Oedipus's attempts to thwart the prophecy, he unknowingly fulfills it. He encounters King 

Laius on the road to Thebes and unknowingly kills him in a dispute. He later marries Queen Jocasta, 

his own mother, as he ascends to the throne of Thebes. This irony illustrates the concept of tragic 

fate in the play. 

4. The Inescapable Nature of Prophecy: 

   - "Oedipus the King" underscores the idea that fate, as foretold by prophecy, is inescapable. 

Oedipus's determination to defy his destiny only leads him to fulfill it, highlighting the powerlessness 

of individuals in the face of divine prophecies. 

5. Tragic Catharsis: 

   - The power of prophecy contributes to the tragic catharsis in the play. Oedipus's journey to 

uncover the truth and his eventual self-blinding and exile evoke a sense of pity and fear in the 

audience. The play serves as a cautionary tale about the limitations of human agency in the face of 

preordained fate. 



 

 

In "Oedipus the King," the power of prophecy serves as a driving force in the tragic unfolding of 

events. It explores the complex interplay between fate and free will, leaving the audience with a 

profound sense of the consequences of attempting to defy one's destiny. 

 

(ii) The role of the plebeian in Pot of Gold.  

Ans.  In Plautus's comedy "The Pot of Gold" (Aulularia), the role of the plebeian, represented by the 

character Staphyla, is significant in several ways. This character reflects the social dynamics and 

comedic elements of the play. Here's a short note on the role of the plebeian in "The Pot of Gold": 

Social Commentary: Staphyla, a slave and plebeian, provides social commentary and insight into the 

lives of lower-class individuals in ancient Rome. Through her character, the audience gains a glimpse 

into the challenges and aspirations of those who occupy lower rungs of society. 

Comic Relief: As is common in Roman comedies, including those by Plautus, lower-class characters 

like Staphyla often serve as sources of comic relief. Staphyla's interactions with the other characters, 

her language, and her witty retorts contribute to the humor of the play. 

Conflict and Plot Development: Staphyla's character is integral to the plot's development. Her 

actions and involvement with Euclio, the play's central character, create conflict and drive the 

narrative forward. Her knowledge of the stolen pot of gold and her attempts to outsmart Euclio add 

layers of complexity to the story. 

Contrast and Irony: Staphyla's interactions with Euclio, a miserly and socially superior character, 

highlight the stark contrast between their positions in society. This contrast adds an element of irony 

to the play, as Staphyla's cleverness often outshines Euclio's attempts to maintain control over his 

wealth. 

Resourcefulness: Staphyla's resourcefulness and determination to protect her interests, including 

her relationship with the soldier Pythodicus, demonstrate the resilience of plebeian characters in the 

face of challenging circumstances. 

Symbol of Freedom: Staphyla's character also represents the theme of freedom. In Roman society, 

slaves were a significant portion of the population, and their desire for freedom was a common 

theme in literature. Staphyla's actions and decisions hint at the desire for liberty that many slaves 

harbored. 

In "The Pot of Gold," the plebeian character of Staphyla contributes to the comedic elements of the 

play, offers social commentary on Roman society, and plays a pivotal role in the plot's development. 

Her presence adds depth and complexity to the interactions between characters, making her an 

essential figure in the comedic narrative crafted by Plautus. 

 

 

Q3. Comment critically on one of the following:  

(i) The transformation of Pentheus into a wild boar. 

Ans. The transformation of Pentheus into a wild boar is a dramatic and pivotal moment in Euripides' 

tragedy "The Bacchae." This transformation is a result of the god Dionysus's wrath and serves as a 



 

 

powerful commentary on the themes of hubris, divine retribution, and the destructive force of 

unbridled passion. Let's comment critically on this transformation: 

Symbolism of Transformation: 

Hubris and Divine Retribution: Pentheus, the king of Thebes, exhibits extreme hubris by attempting 

to suppress the worship of Dionysus and denying his divine nature. His arrogant defiance of the god's 

power and refusal to acknowledge the god's divinity represent the height of human pride. The 

transformation serves as a divine punishment for this hubris. 

The Power of Dionysus: The transformation underscores the god Dionysus's immense power. In 

Greek mythology, Dionysus is associated with ecstasy, wine, and revelry, but he also embodies the 

dualities of creation and destruction. By turning Pentheus into a wild boar, Dionysus demonstrates 

his ability to unleash chaos and madness upon those who resist his influence. 

Metaphor for Unleashed Desires: The transformation is symbolic of the unleashed desires and 

passions that Pentheus had been repressing. Dionysus represents the liberation of these primal 

instincts, and the transformation reflects the consequences of attempting to suppress and control 

them. Pentheus's metamorphosis into a wild, untamed creature represents his descent into madness 

and the loss of his humanity. 

Catharsis and Tragedy: The transformation contributes to the overall tragic arc of the play. It evokes 

pity and fear in the audience, a key component of Aristotle's concept of catharsis. Pentheus's fate 

serves as a cautionary tale, illustrating the destructive consequences of human arrogance and the 

refusal to acknowledge the divine. 

Irony and Dramatic Tension: The transformation is a moment of intense irony and dramatic tension. 

The audience is aware of Pentheus's impending doom, but the character remains oblivious until it is 

too late. This dramatic irony heightens the emotional impact of the scene. 

Dionysian Themes: The transformation embodies the central themes of the play related to 

Dionysus's cult, including the celebration of irrationality, the breaking of social norms, and the 

blurring of boundaries between the human and the divine. Pentheus's transformation is a 

manifestation of these themes. 

In conclusion, the transformation of Pentheus into a wild boar in "The Bacchae" serves as a striking 

and symbolic climax in the tragedy. It highlights the consequences of human arrogance, the power of 

the divine, and the destructive force of suppressed desires. This dramatic moment encapsulates the 

core themes of the play and leaves a lasting impact on both the characters and the audience, 

underscoring the enduring relevance of ancient Greek tragedy. 

 

 (ii) The death of Thisbe.  

Ans. The death of Thisbe is a tragic and poignant event in the ancient Roman myth of "Pyramus and 

Thisbe," which is often associated with the works of Ovid and forms the basis for the tragic love story 

of "Romeo and Juliet" by William Shakespeare. This tragic event is marked by miscommunication, 

love, and sacrifice, and it serves as a powerful commentary on the consequences of 

misunderstandings and the enduring nature of true love. Let's comment critically on the death of 

Thisbe: 

Miscommunication and Irony: 



 

 

Tragic Misunderstanding: Thisbe's death is the result of a tragic misunderstanding. She arrives at the 

agreed-upon meeting place, a mulberry tree, only to discover a lioness with bloodstained jaws. 

Unbeknownst to Thisbe, the lioness had killed a nearby animal and returned to the tree to rest. 

Irony of the Veil: The miscommunication is compounded by the presence of Thisbe's veil, which she 

had dropped while fleeing from the lioness. Pyramus later finds the blood-stained veil, mistakenly 

believing that Thisbe has been killed. The veil, intended as a symbol of love and identity, becomes a 

symbol of tragedy. 

Themes of Love and Sacrifice: 

Undying Love: Thisbe's death underscores the depth of her love for Pyramus. She is willing to brave 

the darkness of night and the dangers of the outside world to meet him secretly. Her determination 

to be with Pyramus even in the face of danger highlights the enduring nature of true love. 

Sacrifice for Love: Thisbe's death is a sacrifice for love. When she sees Pyramus's lifeless body, she 

chooses to end her own life with the same dagger he had used. This act of self-sacrifice 

demonstrates the intensity of their love and their desire to be united in death if not in life. 

Role in the Pyramus and Thisbe Myth: 

Tragic Catalyst: Thisbe's death serves as a tragic catalyst for the events of the myth. It sets the stage 

for Pyramus's arrival, his discovery of her veil, and his own tragic suicide, resulting in a double 

tragedy that echoes through the ages. 

Narrative Structure: Thisbe's death contributes to the narrative structure of the myth, which is 

characterized by a sequence of unfortunate events driven by miscommunication, symbolism, and 

dramatic irony. 

In conclusion, the death of Thisbe in the myth of Pyramus and Thisbe is a poignant and 

heartbreaking moment that encapsulates themes of love, sacrifice, and tragic miscommunication. 

Her fate, intertwined with that of Pyramus, exemplifies the enduring power of love and the 

devastating consequences of misunderstandings and misfortunes. This tragic episode has inspired 

countless works of literature and continues to resonate with audiences, emphasizing the timeless 

nature of tragic love stories. 

 

 

Q4. In the light of the relationship between gods and human beings in The lad, discuss the idea of 

religion in ancient Greece. 

Ans. "The Iliad" by Homer provides a window into the concept of religion in ancient Greece and the 

complex relationship between gods and human beings. In ancient Greece, religion played a central 

role in the lives of the people, influencing their beliefs, values, and actions. Here, we'll discuss the 

idea of religion in ancient Greece as reflected in "The Iliad": 

Polytheism and Anthropomorphic Gods: 

Polytheism: Ancient Greece was a polytheistic society, meaning they believed in and worshipped 

multiple gods and goddesses. "The Iliad" reflects this polytheistic worldview by featuring a pantheon 

of gods and goddesses, each with their own domains and powers. The gods were deeply intertwined 

with all aspects of life, including war, politics, and daily affairs. 



 

 

Anthropomorphic Gods: Greek gods were often depicted as anthropomorphic, possessing human-

like qualities and emotions. This anthropomorphism allowed the gods to be relatable to humans but 

also made them subject to human flaws and emotions such as jealousy, anger, and love. This dual 

nature of the gods is evident in their interactions with mortals in "The Iliad." 

Divine Intervention: 

Gods' Involvement in Mortal Affairs: The gods in "The Iliad" frequently intervene in the lives of 

mortals, especially in the context of the Trojan War. They take sides in the conflict, influencing the 

outcome of battles and the fates of individual warriors. For example, Zeus, Hera, Athena, and Apollo 

all play active roles in the war's progression. 

Favoritism and Personal Agendas: The gods' involvement often reflects their personal agendas and 

biases. For instance, Hera favors the Greeks due to her enmity with the Trojan prince Paris, while 

Apollo supports the Trojans. This divine favoritism contributes to the narrative's tension and conflict. 

Religious Rituals and Sacrifices: 

Importance of Rituals: Religious rituals and sacrifices were central to ancient Greek religious 

practices. "The Iliad" depicts characters performing sacrifices to appease the gods, seek their favor, 

or avert their wrath. These rituals were seen as essential for maintaining harmony and balance in the 

world. 

Role of Priests and Priestesses: Priests and priestesses served as intermediaries between mortals 

and the gods, conducting religious ceremonies and interpreting divine will. The characters in "The 

Iliad" often seek guidance from oracles and perform religious rites in times of crisis. 

Fate and Divine Will: 

Concept of Fate: In ancient Greek religion, the concept of fate (moira) was closely tied to divine will. 

Mortals believed that their destinies were predetermined by the gods, and attempts to alter fate 

often led to tragic consequences. 

Conflict Between Free Will and Destiny: "The Iliad" explores the tension between free will and 

destiny. While characters have agency in their actions, the gods' interference and the inexorable pull 

of fate ultimately shape the outcome of events. 

In summary, "The Iliad" provides a rich portrayal of religion in ancient Greece, characterized by 

polytheism, anthropomorphic gods, divine intervention, religious rituals, and the complex interplay 

between mortals and the divine. The beliefs and practices depicted in the epic reflect the spiritual 

and moral framework of ancient Greek society, offering insights into how religion influenced their 

understanding of the world and their place within it. 

 

 

OR 

The violation of the code of hospitality trigger, the conflict in The lad. Discuss with reference to the 

relationship between Helen and Paris. 



 

 

Ans. The violation of the code of hospitality is a significant trigger for conflict in "The Iliad," and it is 

closely tied to the relationship between Helen and Paris. This violation serves as one of the catalysts 

for the Trojan War, which is central to the epic's narrative. Let's discuss this dynamic in more detail: 

The Code of Hospitality (Xenia): 

In ancient Greek society, the code of hospitality, known as xenia, was a sacred and culturally 

ingrained practice. It involved offering hospitality to guests and strangers, which included providing 

them with food, shelter, and protection. Violating xenia was considered a grave offense and could 

lead to divine retribution or social ostracism. 

The Role of Paris and Helen: 

Paris's Visit to Sparta: Paris, a prince of Troy, violated the code of hospitality when he visited the 

court of Menelaus, the king of Sparta, as a guest. During his stay, Paris seduced and eloped with 

Menelaus's wife, Helen, effectively betraying his host's trust and violating the principles of xenia. 

Conflict and Retribution: Paris's actions in taking Helen back to Troy triggered a series of events that 

culminated in the Greek expedition to retrieve her, thus starting the Trojan War. Menelaus, as the 

aggrieved host, called upon his Greek allies to honor their oaths of xenia and assist in the recovery of 

his wife. 

Consequences and Conflict: 

Greek Retaliation: The violation of xenia by Paris and the subsequent abduction of Helen created a 

sense of outrage and a desire for revenge among the Greeks. Agamemnon, the brother of Menelaus 

and the Greek leader, assembled a coalition of Greek forces to sail to Troy. 

Divine Intervention: The involvement of the gods in the conflict further highlights the severity of the 

xenia violation. The gods, who themselves were bound by the principles of xenia, took sides in the 

war, further fueling the conflict. For example, Hera and Athena supported the Greeks, while 

Aphrodite favored the Trojans due to her connection with Paris. 

Epic Conflict: The Trojan War, at the heart of "The Iliad," serves as the backdrop for the epic's events. 

The epic narrative explores the consequences of Paris's actions, the cost of the war, and the impact 

on both mortal and divine characters. 

In summary, the violation of the code of hospitality (xenia) by Paris when he seduced and eloped 

with Helen triggers the conflict that forms the basis of "The Iliad." This breach of trust and the 

subsequent abduction of Helen lead to a series of events that result in the Greek expedition to Troy, 

marking the beginning of the epic conflict. The concept of xenia and its violation underscores the 

cultural and moral values of ancient Greek society, playing a pivotal role in shaping the narrative of 

the epic. 

 

 

Q5. Discuss Horace's idea of poets and poetry with reference to Satire  

Ans. Horace, the Roman poet, expressed his ideas about poets and poetry in his satires, particularly 

in his "Satires" and "Epistles." Horace's views on poets and poetry are characterized by a pragmatic 

and balanced approach, emphasizing the importance of both artistic talent and moral responsibility. 

Let's delve into Horace's ideas about poets and poetry with reference to his satires: 



 

 

1. Poet as a Teacher of Morality: 

Horace believed that poets had a moral duty to society. He saw poetry as a powerful medium 

through which poets could convey moral lessons, ethical values, and wisdom to their readers. In his 

satires, Horace often portrays himself as a mentor and a teacher who uses humor and satire to 

address ethical issues and societal shortcomings. He emphasizes the idea that poetry should not only 

entertain but also educate and improve the reader's character. 

2. Balance and Moderation: 

Horace championed the virtue of balance and moderation in both life and poetry. He believed that 

poets should avoid extremes and excesses, whether in their personal lives or in their artistic 

expression. In his satires, he often criticized poets who indulged in extravagant and bombastic 

language, advocating for a more measured and restrained approach to poetry. Horace's own poetic 

style reflects this preference for clarity, simplicity, and elegance. 

3. Artistic Skill and Craftsmanship: 

While Horace stressed the importance of morality in poetry, he also recognized the significance of 

artistic skill and craftsmanship. He believed that poets should be proficient in their craft and possess 

technical excellence. In his "Ars Poetica" (The Art of Poetry), Horace provides advice to aspiring poets 

on various aspects of poetic composition, including the choice of words, meter, and structure. He 

encourages poets to revise and refine their work, highlighting the importance of artistry in poetry. 

4. Satire as a Medium for Social Commentary: 

Horace is best known for his satires, where he uses humor and irony to critique the foibles and follies 

of contemporary society. Through satire, he addresses social, political, and cultural issues, often 

targeting the hypocrisy and pretentiousness of individuals and institutions. Horace's satirical 

approach allows him to convey his moral messages in a witty and engaging manner, making his 

poetry both entertaining and instructive. 

5. Poet's Role in Society: 

Horace saw poets as integral members of society who could contribute to the betterment of their 

community. He believed that poets had a responsibility to engage with the world around them and 

comment on the human condition. While he appreciated the pleasures of a peaceful and 

contemplative life, he also recognized that poets could not isolate themselves from the society they 

critiqued. 

In conclusion, Horace's ideas about poets and poetry, as reflected in his satires, emphasize the dual 

role of poets as both artists and moral educators. He advocates for a balanced approach to poetry 

that combines artistic excellence with ethical responsibility. Horace's legacy as a poet and satirist 

continues to influence discussions on the relationship between literature, ethics, and aesthetics in 

the Western literary tradition. 

 

 

OR 

In the seduction of Phaedria in Pot of Gold, the questions of consent and offence are overlooked. 

Do you agree ? What does it say about the Roman society?  



 

 

Ans. In Plautus's comedy "Pot of Gold" (also known as "Aulularia"), the seduction of Phaedria is 

indeed a central plot point, and it raises important questions about consent and offense. While the 

play is a work of comedy and is not intended to be a serious examination of these issues, it does 

reflect certain aspects of Roman society and attitudes towards such matters. Let's delve into this 

aspect of the play: 

1. Seduction and Consent: 

In the play, Phaedria is the young lover of Strobilus, a slave. However, Strobilus becomes enamored 

with Phaedria's neighbor, Palaestra, and attempts to seduce her. The issue of consent comes into 

play when Phaedria, who is in love with Strobilus, agrees to help him woo Palaestra. Phaedria 

consents to assist Strobilus in his seduction efforts, but her motivations are driven by her own desire 

to win Strobilus back. 

2. Comedy and Social Commentary: 

It's important to remember that "Pot of Gold" is a comedic play, and Plautus uses humor, mistaken 

identities, and absurd situations to entertain the audience. While the play does involve the theme of 

seduction, its primary purpose is to provide comedic relief and amusement. 

3. Reflection of Roman Society: 

In Roman society, gender roles, relationships, and attitudes toward consent were different from 

contemporary standards. Women often had limited agency, and their actions were often 

circumscribed by societal norms and expectations. In "Pot of Gold," Phaedria's willingness to assist in 

the seduction of another woman may reflect the complexities of relationships and societal 

expectations in ancient Rome. 

4. Interpretation and Critique: 

The play's treatment of consent can be viewed through various lenses. Some may argue that 

Phaedria's participation in Strobilus's plan raises questions about the agency and choices available to 

women in Roman society. Others may view it as a humorous exaggeration of the romantic 

entanglements and deceptions that are common in comedic literature. 

In conclusion, "Pot of Gold" does touch upon issues of consent and seduction, but it does so within 

the comedic framework of the play. While it may not provide a nuanced exploration of these issues, 

it does offer a glimpse into the social dynamics and attitudes of Roman society, particularly regarding 

romantic relationships and the agency of women. The play's primary aim, however, is to entertain 

through humor and farcical situations rather than to engage in a serious discussion of consent and 

offense. 

 

 

Q6. Why and how does the myth of Oedipus become a landmark in the study of literature? Answer 

with reference to Oedipus the King. 

Ans. The myth of Oedipus, as depicted in Sophocles' "Oedipus the King" (also known as "Oedipus 

Rex"), has become a landmark in the study of literature for several compelling reasons. This tragic 

narrative, rooted in Greek mythology, continues to captivate readers and scholars alike due to its 

profound exploration of human themes and its enduring relevance. Here's why and how the myth of 

Oedipus stands as a literary landmark: 



 

 

1. Complex and Universal Themes: 

The Oedipus myth delves into timeless and universal themes that resonate with readers across 

cultures and time periods. These themes include fate, free will, destiny, hubris, truth, identity, and 

the consequences of one's actions. These enduring themes make the story of Oedipus a rich source 

of literary exploration and philosophical contemplation. 

2. Sophocles' Mastery of Tragedy: 

Sophocles, one of the greatest Greek playwrights, crafted "Oedipus the King" with unparalleled skill. 

The play exemplifies the structure and elements of classical Greek tragedy, featuring a tragic hero, a 

reversal of fortune (peripeteia), and a moment of recognition (anagnorisis). Oedipus's journey from 

ignorance to self-awareness and tragic downfall showcases Sophocles' mastery of the tragic form. 

3. The Irony of Fate: 

Oedipus's tragic fate, as foretold by the oracle, is a prime example of dramatic irony. The audience 

knows the prophecy and the truth about Oedipus's parentage, while Oedipus remains ignorant of 

these facts. This dramatic irony intensifies the audience's engagement with the play and underscores 

the theme of inexorable fate. 

4. Psychological Depth and Character Development: 

The character of Oedipus undergoes profound psychological transformation throughout the play. His 

relentless pursuit of truth, the unraveling of his identity, and his ultimate realization of his tragic 

actions make him a compelling and complex character. The depth of Oedipus's character contributes 

to the enduring fascination with the myth. 

5. Moral and Ethical Questions: 

The myth of Oedipus raises profound moral and ethical questions. It invites readers to contemplate 

issues such as moral responsibility, the consequences of one's actions, and the limits of human 

knowledge. Oedipus's moral journey and his confrontation with the consequences of his actions 

invite ethical introspection. 

6. Influence on Literature and Drama: 

The Oedipus myth has had a profound influence on literature and drama for centuries. It has inspired 

countless adaptations, reinterpretations, and modern retellings, demonstrating its enduring cultural 

impact. Writers and playwrights continue to draw upon the themes and narrative elements of 

Oedipus in their creative works. 

7. Exploration of Human Tragedy: 

Ultimately, the myth of Oedipus stands as a landmark because it offers a powerful exploration of the 

human experience and the capacity for tragedy in life. It forces readers to confront the harsh realities 

of fate, human frailty, and the inevitability of suffering. 

In summary, the myth of Oedipus, particularly as portrayed in Sophocles' "Oedipus the King," 

remains a literary landmark due to its exploration of complex and enduring themes, its masterful 

storytelling, its psychological depth, and its profound moral and ethical questions. Its influence on 

literature and its ability to provoke introspection about the human condition ensure its lasting 

significance in the study of literature. 



 

 

 

 

OR 

Critically comment on the importance of chorus in Greek tragedy with reference to Oedipus the 

King. 

Ans. The chorus in Greek tragedy, including its role in "Oedipus the King" by Sophocles, holds 

significant importance in several ways. In the context of the play, the chorus serves multiple 

functions that contribute to the overall impact and thematic depth of the tragedy: 

1. Bridge Between Audience and Action: 

The chorus acts as a bridge between the audience and the dramatic action on stage. Through their 

choral odes and dialogues, they provide commentary, interpretation, and emotional context for the 

unfolding events. They often express the feelings and reactions that the audience may have but 

cannot directly convey to the characters. In "Oedipus the King," the chorus helps the audience 

navigate the complex emotional terrain of the tragedy. 

2. Reflection of Civic Identity: 

In ancient Greece, the chorus represented a group of citizens, often elders or representatives of the 

city-state. Their presence on stage reflects the collective voice and concerns of the community. In 

"Oedipus the King," the chorus embodies the people of Thebes and their anxieties regarding the 

city's plague and the revelation of Oedipus's true identity. The chorus's reactions reflect the broader 

societal impact of the unfolding tragedy. 

3. Moral and Ethical Commentary: 

The chorus frequently offers moral and ethical commentary on the characters' actions and the 

consequences of their choices. They articulate the broader implications of the events and the moral 

lessons to be drawn from them. In "Oedipus the King," the chorus reflects on the theme of hubris, 

the limits of human knowledge, and the tragic inevitability of fate, contributing to the play's 

exploration of these themes. 

4. Foreshadowing and Irony: 

The chorus often engages in foreshadowing and dramatic irony, hinting at future developments and 

highlighting the gap between what the characters know and what the audience knows. In "Oedipus 

the King," the chorus's warnings and allusions to the past and the gods serve to create dramatic 

tension and heighten the audience's anticipation of the tragic revelations. 

5. Emotional Catharsis: 

The choral odes in Greek tragedy, including those in "Oedipus the King," serve as moments of 

emotional catharsis for both the characters and the audience. Through their lyrical and evocative 

language, the chorus expresses grief, sorrow, pity, and other powerful emotions, helping the 

audience connect with the characters' experiences and eliciting a cathartic release of emotions. 

6. Artistic and Poetic Elements: 



 

 

Greek choruses contribute to the artistic and poetic richness of the plays. Their choral odes often 

feature intricate metrical and lyrical patterns, adding to the aesthetic appeal of the tragedy. The 

choral interludes provide moments of musical and poetic beauty amid the unfolding drama. 

In summary, the chorus in Greek tragedy, exemplified in "Oedipus the King," serves as a multifaceted 

and integral element of the dramatic form. It acts as a conduit for the audience's engagement with 

the play, provides moral and ethical commentary, enhances dramatic tension through foreshadowing 

and irony, and offers emotional catharsis. The chorus enriches the overall experience of the tragedy, 

making it a crucial and enduring feature of Greek dramatic tradition. 


