
 

 

Indian Classical Literature PYQ 2018 

 

Q1. Critically comment on Vidura's effort in averting the game of dice between the Kauravas and 

the Pandavas. 

Ans. Vidura's efforts to avert the game of dice between the Kauravas and the Pandavas in the Indian 

epic, the Mahabharata, are indeed significant and reflective of his wisdom and concern for justice. 

Vidura, as one of the key advisors in the Kuru court, plays a pivotal role in trying to prevent the 

disastrous events that ultimately lead to the Kurukshetra War. Here are some critical comments on 

Vidura's efforts: 

1. Wisdom and Moral Compass: 

Vidura is known for his wisdom and unwavering moral compass. He recognizes the inherent injustice 

in the game of dice planned by Duryodhana and Shakuni to rob the Pandavas of their kingdom. 

Vidura understands the consequences of this act and is deeply troubled by it. His wisdom allows him 

to see the long-term implications of such a deceitful and unjust act. 

2. Advising Dhritarashtra: 

Vidura consistently advises King Dhritarashtra, his half-brother, against the game of dice. He cautions 

the king about the dangers of engaging in such treacherous schemes and the potential for dire 

consequences. Vidura's counsel is rooted in ethical principles and his genuine concern for the well-

being of the kingdom. 

3. Bold and Uncompromising Stance: 

Vidura's stance against the game of dice is bold and uncompromising. He openly condemns the 

actions of Duryodhana and Shakuni, even though they hold powerful positions in the Kuru court. 

Vidura's unwavering commitment to justice and righteousness is evident in his willingness to speak 

truth to power, regardless of the consequences. 

4. Frustration and Powerlessness: 

Despite Vidura's best efforts and sage advice, he is ultimately powerless to prevent the game of dice. 

His frustration and helplessness in the face of the Kauravas' arrogance and Dhritarashtra's indecision 

highlight the tragic inevitability of the events that follow. This underscores the tragic dimension of 

the Mahabharata. 

5. Symbol of Conscience: 

Vidura can be seen as the conscience of the Kuru court. His character represents the voice of reason, 

justice, and morality in a court plagued by intrigue and power struggles. His role serves as a contrast 

to the moral decline and ethical ambiguity of many other characters in the epic. 

6. Tragic Irony: 

One of the tragic ironies of Vidura's character is that, despite his efforts to prevent the game of dice 

and the ensuing injustices, he cannot change the course of fate. The epic illustrates the complex 

interplay between free will and destiny, with Vidura representing the forces of righteousness 

struggling against the inevitable. 



 

 

In conclusion, Vidura's efforts to avert the game of dice in the Mahabharata are a testament to his 

wisdom, moral integrity, and commitment to justice. His character serves as a moral anchor in a 

narrative filled with complex characters and moral dilemmas. Vidura's role highlights the timeless 

themes of ethics, duty, and the consequences of human actions that are central to the 

Mahabharata's enduring appeal. 

 

 

OR 

Write a short note on Marica's celestial hermitage in Abhijnänasäkuntalam.  

Ans. In the Sanskrit play "Abhijnanasakuntalam" (commonly known as "Shakuntala"), written by the 

ancient Indian playwright Kalidasa, Marica's celestial hermitage plays a significant role in the 

unfolding of the narrative. Marica is a sage and the father of Shakuntala, the play's protagonist. His 

celestial hermitage serves as an important setting in the play and is associated with several key 

events: 

1. Birth of Shakuntala: 

Shakuntala, the daughter of Menaka (a celestial nymph) and Vishwamitra (a sage), is born in Marica's 

hermitage. Her celestial lineage is significant in the story, and her upbringing in this serene and 

otherworldly environment shapes her character. 

2. Meeting with Dushyanta: 

The hermitage becomes the backdrop for the fateful encounter between Shakuntala and King 

Dushyanta. Dushyanta, while on a hunting expedition, stumbles upon Marica's hermitage and is 

captivated by Shakuntala's beauty and grace. This meeting sets the stage for their romance and 

eventual union. 

3. Departure of Dushyanta: 

After falling in love and marrying Shakuntala, King Dushyanta returns to his kingdom but promises to 

send for her. However, due to a curse, he forgets her. This moment of separation and the subsequent 

challenges Shakuntala faces form a crucial part of the play's plot. 

4. Shakuntala's Anguish: 

Shakuntala's anguish and the heartache she experiences while residing in Marica's hermitage are 

central to the narrative's emotional depth. Her pining for Dushyanta and the trials she undergoes are 

depicted in this tranquil natural setting. 

5. Recognition Scene: 

The hermitage also serves as the location for the climactic recognition scene in the play. Shakuntala's 

ring, which Dushyanta had given her as a token of their love, is lost and found by a fisherman. This 

ring becomes the key to the eventual recognition of Shakuntala by Dushyanta. 

Marica's celestial hermitage, with its idyllic and ethereal surroundings, contrasts with the 

tumultuous events and emotional drama that unfold within it. It is a place of both love and 

separation, happiness and sorrow, making it a crucial setting in the narrative of 



 

 

"Abhijnanasakuntalam." The hermitage serves as a symbolic backdrop for the play's exploration of 

love, destiny, memory, and the human experience. 

 

 

Q2. Critically examine the following lines from "The Book of Vanci" Since you ascended the throne 

you perform The sacrifice of war but not religious sacrifices.  

Ans. The lines "Since you ascended the throne you perform The sacrifice of war but not religious 

sacrifices" from "The Book of Vanci" highlight an important thematic element in the context of the 

poem. These lines draw attention to the actions and priorities of a ruler who has come to power. 

Let's examine these lines critically: 

Duality of Sacrifice: The lines suggest a duality in the concept of sacrifice. On one hand, there is the 

"sacrifice of war," which refers to the ruler's willingness to engage in battles and conflicts to protect 

or expand their kingdom. On the other hand, there are "religious sacrifices," which symbolize the 

ruler's commitment to upholding traditional rituals and religious duties. 

Political Power vs. Spiritual Duties: The contrast between the "sacrifice of war" and "religious 

sacrifices" reflects a tension often present in the rule of monarchs. It raises questions about the 

ruler's priorities—whether they prioritize the pursuit of power, conquest, and military might over the 

spiritual and religious aspects of their role as a leader. 

Critique of the Ruler: The lines can be seen as a critique of the ruler's focus on military endeavors at 

the expense of religious and moral obligations. It suggests that the ruler may have neglected their 

duties to the divine and the spiritual well-being of their kingdom in favor of pursuing a more 

militaristic and expansionist agenda. 

Symbolism: The mention of "religious sacrifices" goes beyond mere rituals; it symbolizes the moral 

and ethical responsibilities that come with leadership. It implies that the ruler may be neglecting 

their moral obligations to their subjects and to the divine in the pursuit of power. 

Irony: There is an element of irony in these lines. While the ruler may see themselves as performing 

a noble duty through the "sacrifice of war," the poem implies that they are missing a more 

fundamental duty to uphold religious and spiritual values, which could lead to a more just and 

harmonious society. 

In conclusion, these lines from "The Book of Vanci" highlight the complex relationship between 

political power and spiritual obligations. They suggest that a ruler's focus on military conquest and 

warfare may come at the cost of neglecting their moral and religious responsibilities, leading to a 

critique of their priorities and actions as a leader. 

 

 

OR 

Critically analyse the notion of kingship in "The Book of Vanci". 

Ans. "The Book of Vanci" is a Tamil epic poem that explores various aspects of kingship, leadership, 

and governance. The notion of kingship in the poem is multifaceted and offers a rich tapestry of 



 

 

ideas and ideals associated with rulership. Let's critically analyze the notion of kingship in "The 

Book of Vanci": 

Duties and Responsibilities: 

The poem emphasizes the duties and responsibilities of a king. Kingship is not merely about wielding 

power but about fulfilling certain obligations towards the people and the kingdom. The king is 

expected to protect his subjects, ensure justice, and uphold dharma (righteousness). 

Justice and Fairness: 

The concept of justice is central to the notion of kingship in the poem. A good king is one who 

dispenses justice fairly and impartially. The poem underscores that a king should not favor the rich or 

the powerful but should ensure justice for all, regardless of their social status. 

Moral Authority: 

Kingship in "The Book of Vanci" is associated with moral authority. A king is expected to lead by 

example and adhere to a code of ethics. His actions should inspire the people to follow the path of 

righteousness. Moral authority enhances a king's legitimacy. 

Humility and Compassion: 

The poem portrays a virtuous king as one who is humble and compassionate. While the king holds a 

position of authority, he should not be arrogant or tyrannical. Compassion towards the suffering of 

his subjects is seen as a sign of a great king. 

Balance of Power: 

The poem reflects the idea that a king's power should be balanced. Excessive use of power or 

tyranny is condemned. Instead, a wise king governs with prudence and restraint, recognizing that 

unchecked power can lead to the downfall of a kingdom. 

Consultative Leadership: 

The notion of kingship in the poem also acknowledges the importance of consultation and advice. A 

king is encouraged to seek counsel from wise ministers and scholars to make informed decisions that 

benefit the kingdom. 

Legacy and Memory: 

The poem suggests that a king's legacy is not determined solely by his conquests or achievements 

but by the enduring impact of his rule on the well-being of his people. A king's memory should be 

cherished for his virtues and contributions to society. 

Ethical Governance: 

Ethical governance is a recurring theme in the poem. Kingship is seen as an opportunity to establish 

an ethical and just order in society. The poem highlights the need for rulers to be guided by 

principles of dharma and righteousness. 

In conclusion, "The Book of Vanci" presents a nuanced and multifaceted notion of kingship that 

encompasses moral authority, justice, compassion, humility, and ethical governance. It underscores 

the idea that true kingship is not merely about power and conquest but about fulfilling one's duties 

and responsibilities towards the welfare of the kingdom and its people. 



 

 

 

 

Q3. Comment on the role of the Vidusaka in Mrichchhakatika.  

Ans. In the ancient Sanskrit play "Mrichchhakatika" (The Little Clay Cart), the Vidusaka is a significant 

character who plays a crucial role in the development of the plot and the overall dramatic structure. 

The Vidusaka is a common character archetype in Sanskrit drama and often serves as a comedic and 

loyal companion to the hero. Let's explore the role of the Vidusaka in "Mrichchhakatika": 

Comic Relief: 

The Vidusaka is primarily a comic character whose role is to provide humor and comic relief 

throughout the play. His actions, dialogues, and mannerisms are often characterized by wit, 

buffoonery, and light-heartedness. His comedic antics contrast with the more serious or dramatic 

elements of the plot, offering the audience moments of laughter and enjoyment. 

Friend and Confidant: 

The Vidusaka is typically portrayed as a close friend and confidant of the play's hero, Charudatta, in 

"Mrichchhakatika." He is loyal to Charudatta and supports him in various ways, including helping him 

navigate difficult situations. Their friendship is a central element of the play's emotional dynamics. 

Assistance in Plot Development: 

The Vidusaka often plays a practical role in advancing the plot. In "Mrichchhakatika," he is involved in 

key plot developments, such as helping Charudatta, hiding evidence, and aiding in the resolution of 

conflicts. His actions contribute to the intrigue and complexity of the storyline. 

Interactions with Other Characters: 

The Vidusaka's interactions with other characters, including the heroine Vasantasena and various 

comedic side characters, lead to humorous and entertaining situations. These interactions add layers 

to the play's comedic elements and contribute to its overall lighthearted tone. 

Social Commentary: 

While primarily a source of comedy, the Vidusaka character can also serve as a vehicle for social 

commentary and satire. Through his humorous observations and comments, the character may 

subtly critique social norms, customs, and human foibles. 

Audience Engagement: 

The Vidusaka often directly addresses the audience, breaking the fourth wall. This engagement with 

the audience enhances the play's entertainment value and creates a sense of inclusivity, as if the 

audience is in on the jokes and comedic moments. 

Symbolism and Tradition: 

The Vidusaka character is deeply rooted in the tradition of Sanskrit drama and symbolizes the 

importance of humor and light-heartedness in theatrical performances. His presence reflects the 

idea that drama should offer a balance of emotions, including joy and laughter. 

In "Mrichchhakatika," as in many Sanskrit plays, the Vidusaka is a vital character who not only 

contributes to the comedic aspects of the play but also serves as a supportive friend to the hero and 



 

 

plays a practical role in the unfolding of the plot. His role enhances the overall theatrical experience 

and highlights the versatility of Sanskrit drama in combining various elements of storytelling, 

emotion, and entertainment. 

 

 

OR 

Discuss the role of Madanikä in Mrichchhakafika. 

Ans. In the Sanskrit play "Mrichchhakatika" (The Little Clay Cart) by Shudraka, the character of 

Madanikä holds a significant and intriguing role. Madanikä is a courtesan, and her character 

contributes to various aspects of the play's plot, themes, and dramatic structure. Here's an overview 

of the role of Madanikä in "Mrichchhakatika": 

Symbolism of Beauty and Desire: 

Madanikä symbolizes beauty, desire, and sensuality. She is depicted as an alluring and captivating 

courtesan, and her presence in the play underscores the theme of desire and its impact on the 

characters. Her beauty is described as enchanting and irresistible, which adds depth to the themes of 

love and attraction explored in the play. 

Love Interest: 

Madanikä becomes the love interest of Charudatta, the play's protagonist. Charudatta, a noble and 

virtuous man, falls in love with Madanikä despite the difference in their social statuses. Their love 

story forms a central part of the plot and highlights the theme of love transcending social 

boundaries. 

Conflict and Resolution: 

Madanikä's involvement in the plot introduces conflicts and challenges. Her relationship with 

Charudatta becomes a source of tension and intrigue, particularly when other characters, including 

the villainous Samsthanaka, also desire her. The resolution of these conflicts drives the plot forward 

and leads to dramatic developments in the play. 

Character Development: 

Madanikä's character undergoes development throughout the play. Initially portrayed as a 

courtesan, she reveals deeper layers of her personality as the story progresses. Her interactions with 

Charudatta and other characters reveal her emotions, vulnerabilities, and moral dilemmas, adding 

complexity to her character. 

Morality and Virtue: 

Madanikä's character invites discussions about morality and virtue. Her profession as a courtesan 

challenges societal norms and raises questions about ethics. Despite her profession, she is depicted 

as a compassionate and kind-hearted character, challenging stereotypes and highlighting the 

complexity of human nature. 

Influence on Other Characters: 



 

 

Madanikä's interactions with Charudatta, Vasantasena, and other characters have a profound 

influence on their decisions and actions. Her character serves as a catalyst for change and 

transformation in the lives of those she encounters. 

Entertainment and Drama: 

Madanikä contributes to the overall entertainment value of the play. Her presence adds elements of 

drama, romance, and intrigue, enhancing the theatrical experience for the audience. 

In conclusion, Madanikä in "Mrichchhakatika" embodies beauty, desire, and the complexities of 

human relationships. Her character's role extends beyond being a courtesan; she influences the plot, 

themes, and character dynamics in significant ways. Through her interactions and relationships, 

Madanikä adds depth and richness to the narrative of the play, making her a memorable and integral 

part of the story. 

 

 

Q4. Discuss the anklet as a symbol of Vengeance and Justice in the Cilappatikäram.  

Ans. In the Tamil epic "Cilappatikaram," the anklet plays a symbolic role, representing both 

vengeance and justice. The epic, attributed to the Sangam era, is a profound work of Tamil literature 

that explores themes of love, morality, and justice. The anklet becomes a powerful symbol within this 

context. Here's how the anklet symbolizes vengeance and justice in the "Cilappatikaram": 

Loss and Vengeance: 

At the heart of the epic's narrative is the tragic love story of Kovalan and Kannagi. Kovalan falls in 

love with the courtesan Madhavi and abandons his virtuous wife, Kannagi. However, when Kovalan is 

unjustly accused of theft and executed by the Pandya king's unjust judgment, Kannagi is left 

bereaved and seeks vengeance for her husband's wrongful death. 

Kannagi's Wrath: 

Kannagi's rage and grief find expression when she discovers her husband's unjust execution. She 

tears off her left breast and hurls it into the city, cursing the entire city of Madurai. Her anger and 

curse lead to the destruction of the city, as it is consumed by flames. 

The Anklet as Evidence: 

The pivotal moment in the epic occurs when Kannagi confronts the Pandya king and presents her 

anklet as evidence of her husband's innocence. She compares the weight of her anklet to the weight 

of a similar anklet belonging to the queen. When it is proven that Kovalan was falsely accused, 

Kannagi's curse is realized, and justice is served. 

Symbol of Righteous Wrath: 

Kannagi's anklet becomes a symbol of her righteous wrath and quest for justice. It serves as a 

powerful testament to her determination to vindicate her husband and avenge his wrongful death. 

The anklet, in this context, represents the righteousness of her cause. 

Justice Prevails: 



 

 

The destruction of Madurai and the king's realization of his mistake illustrate the theme of justice 

prevailing over injustice. The epic ultimately upholds the idea that justice, though delayed, is 

inevitable. Kannagi's quest for justice is portrayed as a noble and morally upright act. 

Moral and Ethical Lessons: 

The symbolism of the anklet in "Cilappatikaram" conveys moral and ethical lessons about the 

consequences of injustice and the importance of seeking redress for wrongs committed. It 

underscores the idea that even the most powerful rulers are not above the principles of justice. 

In summary, the anklet in "Cilappatikaram" serves as a potent symbol of vengeance and justice. 

Kannagi's unwavering determination to seek justice for her husband's wrongful death, as 

demonstrated through the presentation of the anklet, highlights the central themes of morality, 

righteousness, and the consequences of injustice in the epic. It underscores the enduring value of 

justice as a fundamental principle of society. 

 

 

OR 

Discuss the politics involved in the deification of Kannagi in "The Book of Vanci".  

Ans. "The Book of Vanci" (Vanci Kathai) is a Tamil epic that serves as a sequel to the classic 

"Cilappatikaram." While "Cilappatikaram" primarily focuses on Kannagi's quest for justice and her 

deification, "The Book of Vanci" explores the politics and consequences surrounding her deification. 

Here's a discussion of the politics involved in the deification of Kannagi in "The Book of Vanci": 

Religious and Political Authority: 

Kannagi's deification carries significant religious and political implications. The rulers and religious 

authorities in the region recognize the power of Kannagi as a deity and seek to harness this power to 

legitimize their rule. Her deification is a way for political leaders to consolidate their authority and 

gain the support of the populace. 

Manipulation of Faith: 

The deification of Kannagi is used as a tool to manipulate the faith and beliefs of the people. Political 

leaders promote her worship to gain favor among the masses and to divert their attention from 

pressing issues or grievances. The deification process often involves the construction of temples and 

rituals that serve the interests of those in power. 

Competing Narratives: 

Different rulers and factions may promote their own narratives of Kannagi's deification, each with its 

own political agenda. This can lead to conflicts and rivalries among rulers who seek to claim her as 

their patron deity. The politics of Kannagi's deification can lead to tensions and even warfare 

between rival factions. 

Cultural Identity: 

Kannagi's deification also becomes intertwined with the cultural identity of the region. The political 

leaders and rulers who promote her as a deity may use this as a means to assert the cultural 



 

 

distinctiveness of their region and to distinguish themselves from neighboring powers. Her 

deification becomes a symbol of regional pride and identity. 

Resistance and Critique: 

Not all characters in "The Book of Vanci" may support or accept Kannagi's deification. Some may 

view it as a cynical manipulation of faith for political gain and may resist or critique the process. 

These dissenting voices may highlight the tension between genuine religious devotion and political 

exploitation. 

Social Consequences: 

The politics surrounding Kannagi's deification can have social consequences. It can influence the 

hierarchy and structure of religious institutions, impact the lives of priests and devotees, and shape 

the cultural practices and traditions of the region. 

Legacy and Historical Memory: 

The deification of Kannagi leaves a lasting legacy and shapes the historical memory of the region. It 

becomes part of the collective memory and cultural heritage, influencing the way subsequent 

generations perceive their history and identity. 

In "The Book of Vanci," Kannagi's deification serves as a complex and multifaceted phenomenon 

that involves the intersection of religion, politics, culture, and identity. It reflects the intricate 

interplay between faith and power and highlights the ways in which the deification of a historical 

figure can be shaped and manipulated to serve various political agendas. 

 

 

Q5. Analyse the treatment of Virrasa in Abhijnanasakuntalam, with reference to Dusyanta as the 

epitome of ideal Kingship.  

Ans. In Kalidasa's play "Abhijnanasakuntalam" (The Recognition of Shakuntala), King Dusyanta is 

indeed portrayed as the epitome of ideal kingship, and the treatment of Virrasa, his son with 

Shakuntala, plays a significant role in the narrative. Dusyanta's actions and decisions regarding 

Virrasa reveal key aspects of his character as a king and a father. Here's an analysis of the treatment 

of Virrasa and its connection to Dusyanta's ideal kingship: 

Recognition and Responsibility: 

Dusyanta's initial treatment of Virrasa is emblematic of his role as a responsible king. When 

Shakuntala comes to the court, pregnant with his child, and presents the ring, Dusyanta does 

recognize her and acknowledges the ring. This recognition of his own child is a significant act of 

responsibility and honor on the part of a king. 

Commitment to Truth and Justice: 

Dusyanta's temporary lapse of memory regarding Shakuntala is not due to negligence but is caused 

by a curse. However, once the curse is lifted, Dusyanta's commitment to truth and justice becomes 

evident. He immediately recognizes Shakuntala as his wife and Virrasa as his son, validating their 

status and lineage. 

Ideal Kingship: 



 

 

Dusyanta's treatment of Virrasa exemplifies the qualities of an ideal king in Indian literature. He 

upholds dharma (righteousness) by acknowledging his son and ensuring his rightful place in the royal 

lineage. This adherence to dharma is a crucial characteristic of an ideal king in ancient Indian society. 

Family and Succession: 

Dusyanta's acceptance of Virrasa is vital for the continuation of the royal lineage. Ideal kings in Indian 

tradition are not only responsible for the welfare of their subjects but also for ensuring the stability 

of the dynasty. By recognizing Virrasa, Dusyanta secures the royal succession, fulfilling his duty as a 

king. 

Moral Integrity: 

Dusyanta's treatment of Virrasa reflects his moral integrity. He is not willing to abandon his 

responsibilities as a father or disregard his past actions. This moral steadfastness aligns with the 

qualities of nobility expected from an ideal king. 

Emotional Connection: 

Dusyanta's emotional connection to Virrasa is evident when they are finally reunited. The joy and 

love he feels for his son are portrayed in the play. This emotional bond humanizes Dusyanta and 

underscores the importance of familial ties even for kings. 

Reconciliation and Happiness: 

The reunion of Virrasa with his father brings happiness and closure to the characters. This 

reconciliation is a crucial element in the play, symbolizing the restoration of order and justice. 

In conclusion, Dusyanta's treatment of Virrasa in "Abhijnanasakuntalam" demonstrates his 

embodiment of ideal kingship, characterized by adherence to dharma, moral integrity, commitment 

to justice, and a strong sense of responsibility. His recognition and acceptance of Virrasa contribute 

to the resolution of the narrative and underscore the play's themes of love, family, and the virtuous 

qualities expected of an ideal king in ancient Indian literature. 

 

 

OR 

Compare and contrast the nayikas to Mrichchhakatika and Abhijnanasakuntalam.  

Ans. The nayikas in "Mrichchhakatika" (The Little Clay Cart) and "Abhijnanasakuntalam" (The 

Recognition of Shakuntala) are central female characters who play important roles in the respective 

narratives. While they share some similarities as nayikas, they also exhibit distinct characteristics and 

experiences due to the differences in the plots, contexts, and themes of the two plays. Here, we'll 

compare and contrast the nayikas in these two classical Indian plays: 

Similarities: 

Love and Passion: Both nayikas, Vasantsena in "Mrichchhakatika" and Shakuntala in 

"Abhijnanasakuntalam," experience profound love and passion for their respective beloveds. Their 

intense emotions are central to the plots of both plays. 



 

 

Beauty and Charm: Vasantsena and Shakuntala are described as exceptionally beautiful and 

charming women. Their physical attractiveness is one of the reasons for the admiration and desire 

they evoke in the male characters. 

Moral Virtue: Both nayikas are portrayed as morally virtuous and honorable women. Vasantsena is a 

courtesan with a kind and generous heart, while Shakuntala is depicted as a virtuous and pious 

young woman. 

Resilience: Vasantsena and Shakuntala both face challenges and adversities in their respective 

journeys. They exhibit resilience and determination in overcoming obstacles to be with their 

beloveds. 

 

Differences: 

Social Status: Vasantsena is a courtesan, a woman of relatively lower social status in the society of 

"Mrichchhakatika." In contrast, Shakuntala is a noblewoman and the daughter of a sage in 

"Abhijnanasakuntalam." Their differing social statuses significantly impact their interactions and 

societal roles. 

Plot and Conflict: The nayika's roles in the two plays are driven by different plotlines. In 

"Mrichchhakatika," Vasantsena's story is intertwined with a murder, theft, and political intrigue. In 

"Abhijnanasakuntalam," Shakuntala's narrative revolves around love, memory loss, and reunion. 

These contrasting plots shape the nayikas' experiences and challenges. 

Love Interests: Vasantsena's love interest, Charudatta, is a Brahmin and a man of honor. Shakuntala's 

beloved, King Dusyanta, is a powerful monarch. The differing backgrounds and social positions of 

their beloveds further differentiate the nayikas' experiences. 

Character Development: Shakuntala's character development is primarily centered on her love for 

Dusyanta and the challenges she faces as a mother. Vasantsena, on the other hand, undergoes a 

more complex character development, involving her relationships with various characters and her 

journey from a courtesan to a respected figure. 

Themes: "Mrichchhakatika" explores themes of justice, honor, and social order, while 

"Abhijnanasakuntalam" focuses on themes of love, memory, and reunion. The nayikas' experiences 

are shaped by these thematic differences. 

In summary, while both Vasantsena and Shakuntala are nayikas who experience love and passion, 

their differences in social status, plot context, love interests, character development, and thematic 

emphasis make them distinct and unique characters within their respective plays. These variations 

highlight the versatility of the nayika archetype in classical Indian literature. 

 

 

Q6. "Once challenged, I will not desist ...." Why does Yudhisthir accept the challenge to play the 

Dice Game in the Mahabharata? Comment. 

Ans. Yudhishthira's decision to accept the challenge to play the Dice Game in the Mahabharata is a 

pivotal moment in the epic, and it reflects his complex character, sense of honor, and adherence to 

dharma (righteousness). Several factors contribute to Yudhishthira's acceptance of the challenge: 



 

 

 

Sense of Duty: Yudhishthira is known for his unwavering commitment to his duties and 

responsibilities as a Kshatriya (warrior) and a king. When challenged by Duryodhana to the game of 

dice, he believes that refusing to play would be seen as an act of cowardice and a failure to fulfill his 

duty as a prince. 

Kshatriya Code: In ancient India, the Kshatriya code of honor and valor was deeply ingrained in the 

warrior class. Accepting challenges, even when the odds were unfavorable, was seen as an 

expression of bravery and adherence to the code. 

Invitation to the Court: The game of dice was organized in the court of Hastinapura, and 

Yudhishthira was a guest in Duryodhana's palace. Refusing the challenge could have been perceived 

as an insult to the Kuru elders and royalty present at the court. 

Arrogance of Duryodhana: Yudhishthira may have underestimated the extent of Duryodhana's 

deceit and trickery. He might have believed that he could outsmart his opponent in a fair game and 

that Duryodhana would not resort to cheating. 

Overconfidence: Yudhishthira's own overconfidence in his skills as a gambler may have played a role. 

He believed in his ability to control the outcome of the game through his knowledge and strategies. 

Yudhishthira's Flaw: Yudhishthira had a character flaw of being excessively fond of gambling. This 

weakness is exploited by Duryodhana, who knew about Yudhishthira's inclination towards dice 

games. 

Misguidance: Yudhishthira may have been misinformed or manipulated regarding the true intentions 

behind the game. Duryodhana and Shakuni, who were orchestrating the deceitful game, might have 

concealed their ulterior motives. 

In hindsight, Yudhishthira's decision to play the Dice Game proved disastrous for the Pandavas, 

leading to their exile, loss of wealth, and eventual war with the Kauravas. However, it is essential to 

understand that Yudhishthira's acceptance of the challenge was rooted in his values, sense of honor, 

and duty as a Kshatriya. His adherence to dharma, even in the face of adversity, is a central aspect of 

his character throughout the Mahabharata. 

 

 

OR 

Comment on the significance of the three questions posed by Draupadi, in the Dicing episode. 

Ans. The three questions posed by Draupadi during the Dicing episode in the Mahabharata hold 

immense significance, both in the context of the epic narrative and in terms of the broader themes 

of dharma, justice, and the treatment of women in society. These questions are a crucial turning 

point in the story and highlight several key aspects: 

Question of Righteousness (Dharma): Draupadi's first question revolves around the concept of 

righteousness and dharma. She asks whether Yudhishthira had already lost himself before he staked 

her in the game. This question challenges the fairness of the entire gambling match. Draupadi 

emphasizes the importance of adhering to dharma, which includes fair play, honesty, and moral 

conduct. 



 

 

Question of Ownership and Slavery: The second question posed by Draupadi relates to her own 

status. She asks if a wife can be won or lost in a gambling match after her husband has lost himself. 

This question underscores the issue of treating women as property and objects that can be gambled 

away. It questions the morality of such actions and raises the issue of women's rights and dignity. 

Question of Accountability: Draupadi's third question is a profound one. She asks whether there is 

anyone in the assembly who is free from sin. This question highlights the collective responsibility of 

those present, including the elders and respected figures, who allowed the unfair game to take place. 

It challenges their moral integrity and calls for accountability. 

The significance of these questions lies in their moral and ethical dimensions. Draupadi, as a symbol 

of righteousness and justice, challenges the actions of the Kuru elders and the moral decay of the 

assembly. Her questions force the assembly to confront the injustice and wrongdoing that has taken 

place. 

Furthermore, these questions set the stage for the unfolding of the epic's central conflict—the 

Kurukshetra War. The refusal or inability of the assembly to provide satisfactory answers to 

Draupadi's questions leads to the Pandavas' exile and eventually to the war between the Pandavas 

and the Kauravas. Draupadi's questions serve as a catalyst for the events that follow and highlight the 

fundamental themes of dharma, justice, and the consequences of unrighteous actions. 

In summary, Draupadi's three questions in the Dicing episode are pivotal in the Mahabharata, as 

they challenge the morality and ethics of the characters involved, raise critical issues related to 

women's rights, and set the stage for the epic's central conflict. They symbolize the importance of 

dharma and justice in a society where these values are under threat. 


