
 

 

Indian Classical Literature PYQ 2019 

 

Q1. Identify, contextualise and critically comment on the following lines:  

(a) "I alone am the thief! Through my error  

I have failed to protect the people  

Of the southern kingdom. Let my life crumble in the dust."  

Ans. The lines you've provided are not associated with a specific literary work or author in my 

current knowledge base, which is up to September 2021. It's possible that these lines are from a less 

well-known or contemporary source or may not be widely documented. To provide a critical 

comment on these lines, I would need additional context, such as the title of the work, the author, 

and the specific scene or situation in which these lines are spoken. 

If you could provide more information or context about these lines, I would be happy to offer a more 

detailed analysis or commentary. 

 

 

OR 

Q1. (b) "the king offered grants  

To the temple of the immortal Pattini who  

had wrenched off  

Her breast and set fire to the noisy city  

Of the great Pantiya kingdom that poets  

have sung about."  

Ans. The lines you've presented appear to be part of a narrative or description related to a cultural or 

historical context. These lines reference a king offering grants to the temple of the deity Pattini and 

mention an event involving the removal of Pattini's breast and the destruction of a city in the Pantiya 

kingdom. Here is a critical comment on these lines: 

1. Cultural and Religious Context: The lines seem to be embedded in a cultural and religious 

context, possibly drawing from a myth or legend. The reference to Pattini, the temple, and the 

city's destruction suggests a connection to a religious or mythological narrative that holds 

significance in a particular culture or tradition. 

2. Pattini as a Deity: Pattini appears to be a significant deity in this context, and the mention of her 

having "wrenched off Her breast" suggests a potentially dramatic or symbolic aspect of her 

character or mythology. Further exploration of Pattini's role and symbolism within this cultural 

framework would be necessary to understand the full context. 



 

 

3. Historical Allusion: The lines also allude to a historical event involving the destruction of a city in 

the Pantiya kingdom. This event may be of historical or legendary importance, and poets may 

have sung about it, emphasizing its cultural significance. 

4. The Role of the King: The mention of the king offering grants to Pattini's temple suggests his 

devotion or commitment to the deity. It may also signify a form of royal patronage for religious 

institutions, a practice found in various cultures throughout history. 

5. Narrative or Poetic Element: These lines may be part of a larger narrative, poem, or story that 

explores themes related to religion, mythology, history, or cultural identity. The inclusion of these 

lines could serve to set the stage for the broader narrative or to convey a particular theme or 

message. 

In conclusion, the lines you've provided offer a glimpse into a cultural and religious context where 

deities like Pattini hold significance, and historical or legendary events are intertwined with religious 

devotion. To fully appreciate the meaning and significance of these lines, one would need to explore 

the broader context of the work from which they are drawn and the cultural or religious traditions 

they represent. 

 

 

Q2. Identify, contextualise and critically comment on the following lines:  

(a) Madam, her ladyship Dhuta says: "This is given to you by my husband as a mark of his favour. 

So it would not be right for me to take it. And please be it known to you that my husband is my 

best ornament."  

Ans. The lines you've provided appear to be a dialogue or statement made by a character named 

Dhuta. Based on the content of the lines, it seems to revolve around themes of favor, gifts, and the 

relationship between spouses. Here is a critical comment on these lines: 

1. Contextualizing the Lines: These lines likely belong to a work of literature or a dramatic script, as 

they are presented as dialogue spoken by a character, Madam, to another character, Dhuta. The 

context in which these lines occur is crucial to understanding their significance fully. 

2. Themes of Favor and Gift-Giving: Dhuta's statement begins by acknowledging that the item in 

question has been given to her by Madam's husband as a mark of his favor. This indicates the act 

of gift-giving and suggests that the husband may hold Dhuta in high regard or wish to express his 

appreciation. 

3. Spousal Loyalty and Respect: Dhuta's response to the gift is notable. She declines to accept it, 

explaining that it would not be right for her to do so. Instead, she emphasizes that her husband is 

her best ornament. This statement underscores the importance of spousal loyalty and respect 

within the cultural or social context of the narrative. 

4. Gender Roles and Values: Dhuta's words may reflect traditional gender roles and values that 

prioritize the husband-wife relationship above material possessions. In this context, the 

husband's favor and love are considered the most precious "ornament" a wife can possess. 

5. Character Insight: Dhuta's response provides insight into her character and values. She appears 

to be a character who values her husband's affection and loyalty above material possessions and 

is committed to upholding the integrity of their relationship. 

6. Cultural or Social Significance: These lines may also carry cultural or social significance, reflecting 

the norms, values, or customs of a particular society or time period. The idea that a husband's 



 

 

favor is the greatest gift to a wife may be a reflection of cultural ideals surrounding marriage and 

partnership. 

In conclusion, these lines capture a moment in which Dhuta declines a gift from Madam's husband, 

emphasizing the importance of her husband's favor and love as her most cherished possession. The 

context in which these lines appear would provide a deeper understanding of the narrative's themes 

and the characters involved, shedding light on the cultural and social values that shape their actions 

and beliefs. 

 

 

OR 

Q2. (b) ‘Ah! It is a fine looking hole!-  

This breach, formed with the bricks pulled out from the upper part (downwards), which is narrow 

at the top and wide in the central part looks as if it were the heart of our stately mansion, burst in 

fear at coming in contact of an unworthy person.  

How! There is a certain skill even in such kind of work!"  

Ans. The lines you've provided seem to describe a hole or breach in a structure and the observations 

of the speaker regarding its appearance and construction. These lines are likely part of a narrative or 

description within a larger work. Here is a critical comment on these lines: 

1. Observation and Description: The lines capture the speaker's detailed observation of the hole or 

breach in a structure. The speaker remarks on its appearance, shape, and the materials used in 

its construction. This suggests a keen eye for detail and an appreciation for craftsmanship. 

2. Metaphorical Interpretation: The description of the breach as if it were "the heart of our stately 

mansion" adds a metaphorical layer to the text. It implies that this hole or breach is a significant 

and symbolic element within the larger context of the narrative. It may represent a point of 

vulnerability or a breach in the integrity of something larger, such as a relationship or a structure. 

3. Construction and Craftsmanship: The speaker notes the construction of the breach, mentioning 

that it was formed with bricks pulled out from the upper part and describing its narrowing and 

widening shape. This attention to the craftsmanship and skill involved in creating the breach 

highlights the speaker's appreciation for the artistry or technique involved. 

4. Symbolism: The lines may carry symbolic significance within the narrative. The breach could 

symbolize a moment of rupture, change, or transformation. The idea that it was formed by 

removing bricks from the upper part and widening in the central part may symbolize a deliberate 

act or a process of change. 

5. Narrative Context: To fully understand the meaning and significance of these lines, it would be 

necessary to consider the broader narrative or context in which they appear. The observations 

about the breach may relate to a larger theme or plot point within the story. 

In conclusion, these lines offer a detailed and metaphorical description of a breach or hole within a 

structure, emphasizing the speaker's observation skills and their appreciation for craftsmanship. The 

metaphorical interpretation of the breach's significance and its role within the narrative context 

would likely provide deeper insights into the overall meaning of the text. 

 



 

 

 

Q3. (a) Write a short note about the relationship between Madanika and Vasantasena.  

Ans. The relationship between Madanika and Vasantasena is a significant aspect of the classical 

Sanskrit play "Mṛcchakaṭika" (The Little Clay Cart), written by Shudraka, a renowned playwright from 

ancient India. Their relationship is central to the plot and serves as a key element in the development 

of the narrative. 

Madanika is a courtesan, a dancer, and a close friend of Vasantasena, who is also a courtesan known 

for her beauty and grace. Their relationship is characterized by mutual respect, camaraderie, and 

genuine friendship. Here are some key aspects of their relationship: 

1. Friendship and Trust: Madanika and Vasantasena share a deep bond of friendship and trust. 

Madanika is not only Vasantasena's confidante but also her protector and advisor. They trust 

each other implicitly, and this trust is essential to the unfolding of the plot. 

2. Support and Loyalty: Madanika is fiercely loyal to Vasantasena. She goes to great lengths to help 

and protect her friend, even risking her own safety and reputation. Madanika's unwavering 

support is a testament to the strength of their friendship. 

3. Conflict Resolution: At certain points in the play, Madanika plays a crucial role in resolving 

conflicts and misunderstandings involving Vasantasena. Her level-headedness and wisdom are 

invaluable in navigating the challenges that arise in their lives. 

4. Comic Relief: Madanika also serves as a source of comic relief in the play. Her witty and 

humorous interactions with other characters add lighthearted moments to the narrative, 

balancing the more serious themes. 

5. Character Foil: Madanika's character serves as a foil to Vasantasena. While Vasantasena 

represents beauty, grace, and charm, Madanika is portrayed as more practical, down-to-earth, 

and quick-witted. This contrast enhances the depth and complexity of both characters. 

In "Mṛcchakaṭika," the relationship between Madanika and Vasantasena is not just about their roles 

as courtesans but also about the genuine connection they share as friends. Their friendship is tested 

and strengthened throughout the play, contributing to the overall richness of the narrative. It 

underscores the importance of trust, loyalty, and camaraderie in the face of adversity, making it a 

memorable and enduring aspect of the story. 

 

 

OR 

Q3. (b) Write a short note about the significance of chastity in Cilappatikaram.  

Ans. "Cilappatikaram," also known as "Silappadikaram," is an ancient Tamil epic poem written by 

Ilango Adigal. It is one of the most celebrated literary works in Tamil literature and is considered a 

classic of Indian literature. The poem explores various themes, including the significance of chastity, 

which holds a central place in the narrative. Here's a short note on the significance of chastity in 

"Cilappatikaram": 

1. Chastity as a Virtue: Chastity, or "Pativratyam" in Tamil, is depicted as a highly esteemed and 

virtuous quality in "Cilappatikaram." The poem upholds the idea that a woman's devotion and 

faithfulness to her husband are integral to her character and honor. 



 

 

2. Kannagi's Chastity: The character of Kannagi, the central protagonist of the epic, embodies the 

concept of chastity. Kannagi is portrayed as the epitome of devotion to her husband, Kovalan. 

Her unwavering loyalty and purity of heart are central to her character and her actions 

throughout the narrative. 

3. Conflict and Redemption: The narrative of "Cilappatikaram" revolves around the injustices 

suffered by Kannagi and Kovalan, leading to a series of tragic events. Kannagi's chastity is put to 

the test when she is falsely accused of theft and her husband's infidelity. Her steadfast devotion 

and commitment to her husband become the driving force behind her quest for justice and 

revenge. 

4. Moral Compass: Chastity serves as a moral compass in the epic, guiding characters' actions and 

determining their fates. The consequences of actions that challenge the virtue of chastity are 

portrayed as severe and tragic, emphasizing its significance in the moral landscape of the 

narrative. 

5. Symbol of Female Honor: Chastity is not only a personal virtue but also a symbol of a woman's 

honor and integrity within the society depicted in the poem. A woman's reputation and honor 

are closely tied to her fidelity to her husband, and any perceived deviation from this ideal has 

profound consequences. 

6. Cultural and Societal Values: "Cilappatikaram" reflects the cultural and societal values of ancient 

Tamil society, where the preservation of family honor and the sanctity of marriage were highly 

regarded. Chastity was seen as a cornerstone of these values. 

In conclusion, the significance of chastity in "Cilappatikaram" is deeply intertwined with the themes 

of honor, justice, and morality. The character of Kannagi, as a paragon of chastity, exemplifies the 

epic's exploration of the moral and societal implications of this virtue. Chastity is not merely a 

personal quality but a fundamental element of the epic's narrative and cultural context, shaping the 

actions and destinies of its characters. 

 

 

Q4. (a) Discuss the conventions of Akam and Puram in classical Tamil literature.  

Ans. The conventions of Akam and Puram are essential aspects of classical Tamil literature, 

particularly in Sangam poetry, and they categorize the themes and subject matter explored in these 

literary works. These conventions provide a framework for understanding the different types of 

poetry and the range of human experiences depicted in Tamil literature. 

Akam: 

1. Internal World: Akam refers to the "interior" or "inner" aspects of human life and emotions. It 

delves into the personal and emotional realms of human existence, focusing on themes related 

to love, relationships, and individual experiences. 

2. Love and Relationships: The Akam poetry explores the complexities of love and relationships. It 

often depicts the emotions, desires, and conflicts of lovers, both in romantic and familial 

contexts. The expression of love, longing, separation, and reconciliation are common themes in 

Akam poetry. 

3. Nature and Landscape: While Akam primarily deals with internal emotions, it also draws on the 

natural world and landscapes to symbolically represent the emotional states of the characters. 

Nature is often used as a backdrop to convey the emotions of the protagonists. 



 

 

Puram: 

1. External World: Puram, on the other hand, deals with the "external" or "outer" aspects of 

human life and society. It shifts the focus from individual emotions to broader societal, political, 

and cultural themes. 

2. War and Heroism: Puram poetry often centers on themes related to war, heroism, and valor. It 

celebrates the courage and bravery of warriors, the battles they fought, and the honor they 

earned in the external world. 

3. Kingship and Governance: Puram poetry explores themes related to kingship, governance, and 

the socio-political structure of ancient Tamil society. It reflects the hierarchical and administrative 

aspects of the external world. 

Interplay and Integration: 

Akam and Puram are not rigidly separate categories but are interconnected. They often complement 

each other in Tamil poetry. For example, Akam themes of love and separation can be related to 

Puram themes of wars and conflicts when lovers are separated due to external factors like battles. 

The interplay between Akam and Puram allows for a nuanced exploration of human experiences. It 

reflects the interconnectedness of individual emotions and societal dynamics in classical Tamil 

society. 

In summary, the conventions of Akam and Puram in classical Tamil literature provide a 

comprehensive framework for categorizing and exploring the diverse themes and subject matter 

found in Sangam poetry. Akam delves into the personal and emotional aspects of human life, with a 

focus on love and relationships, while Puram addresses the broader societal, political, and external 

dimensions, including war, heroism, and governance. The interplay between these two categories 

enriches the depth and complexity of Tamil poetry, offering insights into the multifaceted nature of 

human existence. 

 

 

OR 

Q4. (a) Elucidate the main features of Nataka and Prakarana. 

Ans. Nataka and Prakarana are two important dramatic genres in classical Sanskrit literature, each 

with its distinct features and characteristics. Here, I'll elucidate the main features of Nataka and 

Prakarana: 

Nataka: 

1. High Themes and Aristocratic Characters: Nataka is the most elevated and sophisticated genre of 

classical Sanskrit drama. It typically deals with grand and noble themes, often centered around 

the lives and exploits of kings, gods, or legendary heroes. The characters in Nataka are usually 

from the upper echelons of society, such as kings, queens, gods, and courtiers. 

2. Five Acts Structure: Nataka follows the classical structure of Sanskrit drama, consisting of five 

acts (pancas or angas). Each act serves a specific dramatic purpose and contributes to the overall 

narrative progression. 



 

 

3. Sringara (Love) and Heroic Themes: Nataka often explores the theme of sringara (love) in its 

various forms, including divine love and human love. It also frequently features heroic themes, 

valor, and the triumph of dharma (righteousness). 

4. Use of Sanskrit Prakrit Mix: While Sanskrit is the dominant language in Nataka, characters may 

occasionally speak in Prakrit (a more colloquial language) to depict certain characters or 

situations. This linguistic variation adds depth to character portrayals. 

5. Elaborate Stagecraft and Costumes: Nataka productions are known for their elaborate 

stagecraft, including grand sets, intricate costumes, and opulent jewelry. The visual elements are 

designed to enhance the regal and majestic atmosphere of the play. 

6. Episodic Narrative: Nataka often features a complex, episodic narrative structure with multiple 

subplots and characters. These subplots may include themes of love, politics, and morality, 

contributing to the richness of the story. 

Prakarana: 

1. Middle-Class Themes and Characters: Prakarana is a more down-to-earth and realistic genre 

compared to Nataka. It typically focuses on middle-class or common people and their everyday 

lives. The characters are often merchants, Brahmins, courtesans, or other individuals from 

ordinary society. 

2. Three Acts Structure: Prakarana follows a simplified structure with three acts (trianga) instead of 

the five acts of Nataka. This concise structure is well-suited for exploring the simpler and more 

relatable themes of everyday life. 

3. Domestic and Social Themes: Prakarana often delves into domestic and social themes, including 

love, marriage, friendships, family dynamics, and societal norms. These themes resonate with 

the concerns of the middle-class audience. 

4. Use of Sanskrit: Unlike Nataka, Prakarana primarily uses classical Sanskrit as its language, 

reflecting the more common and everyday speech patterns of the characters. 

5. Humor and Satire: Prakarana frequently incorporates humor and satire into its narrative. The 

interactions and dialogues among characters often lead to comedic situations or satirical 

commentary on social issues. 

6. Situational and Character-Driven: Prakarana relies heavily on the situations and interactions 

between characters to drive the plot. The conflicts and resolutions are rooted in the characters' 

personalities and social contexts. 

In summary, Nataka and Prakarana are two distinct dramatic genres in classical Sanskrit literature, 

each with its own set of themes, characters, linguistic features, and structural elements. Nataka is 

known for its grandeur, noble characters, and exploration of divine and heroic themes, while 

Prakarana focuses on the lives of everyday people, their social interactions, and domestic situations, 

often infused with humor and satire. These two genres provide a rich and diverse landscape within 

classical Sanskrit drama. 

 

 

Q4. (b) "Draupadi's question was not only foolish, it was terrible." Do you agree or disagree with 

this assessment by Iravati Karve? 

Ans. The statement, "Draupadi's question was not only foolish, it was terrible," is an assessment 

made by Iravati Karve in her book "Yuganta: The End of an Epoch." This assessment pertains to the 

character of Draupadi from the Indian epic, the Mahabharata. Whether one agrees or disagrees with 



 

 

this assessment can depend on individual interpretations of Draupadi's character and actions within 

the epic. 

Draupadi is a complex character in the Mahabharata, and her actions and words can be viewed 

from various perspectives: 

Agreeing with the Assessment: 

1. Context of the Assessment: Iravati Karve's assessment should be understood in the context of 

her interpretation of the Mahabharata. She may have seen Draupadi's actions, particularly her 

question in the court after her humiliation, as ill-advised given the circumstances. 

2. Consequences of Her Question: Some readers may agree with the assessment because 

Draupadi's question in the court, which challenged the Kuru elders, contributed to the escalation 

of tensions and ultimately led to the great war of the Mahabharata. From this perspective, her 

question can be seen as having far-reaching and devastating consequences. 

Disagreeing with the Assessment: 

1. Defending Draupadi's Dignity: Others may argue that Draupadi's question was a response to her 

humiliation and an attempt to defend her dignity. She had been subjected to a grave injustice in 

the court, and her question could be seen as a courageous act of self-assertion. 

2. Challenging the Status Quo: Draupadi's question can also be interpreted as a challenge to the 

existing social and political order, where justice was being undermined. In this view, her question 

can be seen as an act of resistance against oppression. 

3. Complex Character: Draupadi is a multidimensional character in the Mahabharata, and her 

actions should be considered within the broader context of her character development. While 

some actions may be viewed critically, others may be seen as heroic and principled. 

Ultimately, whether one agrees or disagrees with Iravati Karve's assessment of Draupadi's question 

as foolish and terrible is a matter of personal interpretation and perspective. The Mahabharata is a 

rich epic with characters who evoke a wide range of emotions and opinions, and Draupadi's 

character, in particular, has been a subject of extensive discussion and debate for centuries. 

 

 

OR 

Q4. (b) Discuss the centrality of the simile in classical Sanskrit literature.  

Ans. The simile is a central and significant literary device in classical Sanskrit literature. It plays a 

crucial role in enhancing the beauty, vividness, and depth of Sanskrit poetry and prose. Here, we'll 

discuss the centrality of the simile in classical Sanskrit literature: 

1. Enhancement of Imagery: The simile is used to create striking and vivid imagery in classical 

Sanskrit texts. It accomplishes this by comparing one element (the subject) to another (the 

object) in a way that brings out the object's qualities more vividly. This helps readers or listeners 

to visualize and appreciate the nuances of the subject. 

2. Poetic Beauty: Sanskrit literature places a strong emphasis on aesthetics and poetic beauty. 

Similes are employed to add a lyrical and artistic dimension to the text. They contribute to the 

overall elegance and musicality of Sanskrit poetry. 



 

 

3. Aid to Comprehension: In complex or abstract descriptions, similes serve as a bridge between 

the unfamiliar and the familiar. They help readers or listeners grasp the intended meaning by 

comparing it to something they can more readily understand. This aids in comprehension, 

especially when dealing with philosophical or metaphysical concepts. 

4. Emotional Resonance: Similes are used to evoke emotions and feelings in the audience. By 

comparing a subject to something with known emotional connotations, the writer or speaker can 

convey a specific mood or sentiment. For example, the comparison of a lover's eyes to lotus 

petals may evoke a sense of beauty and purity. 

5. Cultural and Mythological Significance: Many similes in Sanskrit literature draw on cultural and 

mythological references. These references add depth and cultural richness to the text, making it 

more resonant with the audience who shares these cultural touchpoints. 

6. Expressing Complex Ideas: Sanskrit texts often explore intricate philosophical and spiritual 

concepts. Similes are used to elucidate these ideas by making abstract or complex notions more 

accessible. For instance, similes can be employed to explain the nature of the self or the cosmos. 

7. Narrative Enrichment: In Sanskrit epics and narratives, similes serve to enrich the storytelling by 

providing vivid descriptions of characters, settings, and events. They contribute to the immersive 

quality of the narrative. 

8. Rhetorical Devices: Similes are also valuable rhetorical devices, used to persuade, convince, or 

emphasize a point. They add rhetorical flair to speeches and dialogues in Sanskrit texts. 

9. Variety and Creativity: Sanskrit literature exhibits a wide range of similes, showcasing the 

creativity and imagination of its authors. These similes often draw on elements of nature, 

mythology, and everyday life. 

In classical Sanskrit literature, similes are not mere embellishments but integral components of the 

text's structure and expression. They serve as powerful tools for conveying meaning, emotion, and 

beauty, making them central to the rich literary tradition of Sanskrit. Sanskrit poets and authors have 

employed similes masterfully to engage their audience, illuminate complex ideas, and create 

enduring works of art. 

 

 

Q5. (a) Examine Dushyanta as a king and a husband. Does Kalidasa present him as an ideal lover 

and an ideal ruler.  

Ans. In Kalidasa's play "Shakuntala," Dushyanta is portrayed as both a king and a husband. Kalidasa 

presents various facets of Dushyanta's character, depicting him as an ideal lover but also highlighting 

the complexities of his role as a ruler. Let's examine Dushyanta as a king and a husband in the play 

and whether he is presented as an ideal lover and ruler: 

As a King: 

1. Strength and Valor: Dushyanta is depicted as a strong and valiant king. He is a skilled hunter, and 

his bravery is evident in his encounter with Shakuntala in the forest. This portrayal aligns with the 

traditional qualities expected of a king in classical Sanskrit literature. 

2. Responsibility: As a king, Dushyanta is responsible for the welfare and governance of his 

kingdom. His initial encounter with Shakuntala and their subsequent marriage create a conflict 

between his duty as a ruler and his personal desires. 



 

 

3. Justice and Fairness: Dushyanta's actions in the court, where he fails to recognize Shakuntala as 

his wife due to a curse, raise questions about his sense of justice and fairness. His hasty 

judgment and treatment of Shakuntala reflect a momentary lapse in his kingly virtues. 

4. Reconciliation: Ultimately, Dushyanta's sense of justice is restored, and he is depicted as a king 

who reconciles with Shakuntala and acknowledges his responsibilities. This aspect aligns with the 

idea of a just and honorable king. 

As a Husband: 

1. Romantic and Compassionate: Dushyanta is portrayed as a romantic and compassionate lover. 

His initial attraction to Shakuntala in the forest is marked by love and tenderness, making him an 

ideal lover in that context. 

2. Marital Conflict: However, Dushyanta's failure to recognize Shakuntala in the court leads to a 

significant marital conflict. This conflict challenges his status as an ideal husband, as he initially 

abandons Shakuntala and their unborn child. 

3. Reconciliation and Redemption: Dushyanta's eventual recognition of Shakuntala and their 

reunion demonstrate his capacity for redemption and his commitment to their marriage. This 

reconciliation is a key element of the play's resolution. 

In conclusion, Dushyanta is a complex character in Kalidasa's "Shakuntala." He is presented as both 

an ideal lover and an ideal ruler, but his character undergoes a transformation throughout the play. 

While he initially faces moral and ethical challenges in his roles as a king and a husband, he 

ultimately redeems himself through his recognition of Shakuntala and their reunion. Kalidasa's 

portrayal of Dushyanta highlights the complexities of human nature and the tension between 

personal desires and kingly responsibilities. Dushyanta's character development serves as a central 

theme in the play, exploring the dynamics of love, duty, and redemption. 

 

 

OR 

Q5. (b) The king's insistence on proofs and evidence is at variance with Sakuntala's understanding 

of love and marriage. Discuss.  

Ans. The variance between King Dushyanta's insistence on proofs and evidence and Shakuntala's 

understanding of love and marriage is a central conflict in Kalidasa's play "Shakuntala." This conflict 

arises from differing perspectives on the nature of love and the expectations surrounding marriage. 

Let's discuss this variance: 

King Dushyanta's Perspective: 

1. Duty and Responsibility: As a king, Dushyanta is bound by his duties and responsibilities to his 

kingdom. He has to ensure that his actions, including marriage, are in accordance with dharma 

(duty) and that his heirs are legitimate. 

2. Skepticism and Caution: Dushyanta's initial skepticism about his marriage to Shakuntala stems 

from his desire to be cautious and avoid any possible deception or misconduct. He believes in 

the importance of verifying her claims to maintain the integrity of his rule. 

3. Importance of Evidence: In his role as a ruler, Dushyanta places a high value on evidence and 

proof. He seeks tangible verification, such as the signet ring, to confirm Shakuntala's identity and 

the legitimacy of their marriage. 



 

 

Shakuntala's Perspective: 

1. Love and Trust: Shakuntala's perspective on love and marriage is rooted in trust and emotional 

connection. She believes that love transcends material evidence and is based on the purity of 

emotions and intentions. 

2. Nurturing Love: Shakuntala views her love for Dushyanta as genuine and pure. She nurtures this 

love in the idyllic setting of the hermitage, where societal norms and formalities are secondary to 

the emotional bond between them. 

3. Misunderstanding: Shakuntala's perspective is rooted in her genuine belief that her relationship 

with Dushyanta is valid and sacred. Her shock and despair upon being rejected in the court result 

from the misunderstanding between her understanding of their love and Dushyanta's insistence 

on evidence. 

Conflict and Resolution: 

The conflict between Dushyanta's insistence on evidence and Shakuntala's understanding of love and 

marriage creates a dramatic tension in the play. It leads to Shakuntala's initial abandonment and 

separation from Dushyanta. 

However, the play ultimately resolves this conflict by highlighting the redemptive power of love. 

Dushyanta's recognition of Shakuntala and their reunion serve as a testament to the transformative 

and transcendent nature of love. The play emphasizes that love and trust, when genuine, can 

overcome even the most stringent demands for proof and evidence. 

In conclusion, the variance between Dushyanta's insistence on proofs and evidence and Shakuntala's 

understanding of love and marriage serves as a central theme in Kalidasa's "Shakuntala." This conflict 

highlights the tension between duty and emotion, skepticism and trust, and the transformative 

power of love in the context of a royal court. The ultimate resolution underscores the enduring 

significance of genuine love and trust in the narrative. 

 

 

Q6. (a) Critically analyse the interaction between Karna and Kunti in 'The Temptation of Karna'.  

Ans. The interaction between Karna and Kunti in "The Temptation of Karna" is a pivotal and 

emotionally charged moment in the Mahabharata. It explores themes of identity, destiny, maternal 

love, and the consequences of choices. Let's critically analyze this interaction: 

1. Kunti's Confession: 

At this juncture in the Mahabharata, Kunti reveals to Karna that she is his birth mother. This 

revelation comes after Karna's chariot wheel gets stuck in the battlefield, and Kunti approaches him 

to reveal the truth. Her confession carries significant weight for several reasons: 

1. Maternal Love and Guilt: Kunti's confession is driven by her maternal love for Karna. She 

acknowledges him as her son and expresses deep regret and guilt for having abandoned him at 

birth. Her confession is a desperate attempt to save her son's life and to rectify the wrong she 

committed by abandoning him as a baby. 

2. Conflict of Loyalties: Kunti's confession also underscores her inner conflict. She has sons on both 

sides of the war, with Karna fighting on the Kaurava side and her other sons, the Pandavas, on 

the opposing side. She is torn between her duty as a mother and her loyalty to her other sons. 



 

 

2. Karna's Reaction: 

Karna's response to Kunti's confession is complex and reflects the inner turmoil he experiences: 

1. Mixed Emotions: Karna is deeply moved by the revelation of his true parentage. He experiences 

a range of emotions, including shock, anger, sadness, and confusion. His entire life, he had 

believed himself to be the son of a charioteer, and this revelation shatters his identity. 

2. Resentment and Ambivalence: Karna's initial reaction is one of resentment towards Kunti for her 

abandonment and for not acknowledging him as her son earlier. He questions why she is 

approaching him now, on the battlefield, when they are on opposite sides. 

3. Dharma and Loyalty: Despite his anger and pain, Karna's sense of dharma (duty) and loyalty to 

Duryodhana, who had treated him as a brother, prevent him from changing sides in the war. He 

refuses to abandon the Kauravas and joins his half-brothers, the Pandavas, only in death. 

3. Themes and Consequences: 

The interaction between Karna and Kunti explores several themes: 

1. Identity and Destiny: Karna's discovery of his true identity challenges his sense of self and 

destiny. It raises questions about whether one's birth determines their fate or if individual 

choices can alter their path. 

2. Maternal Love and Sacrifice: Kunti's confession highlights the sacrifices and dilemmas faced by 

mothers. She is willing to reveal her secret to save her son's life, even though it comes at the cost 

of betraying her other sons. 

3. Tragic Irony: The interaction is tragically ironic as it occurs on the battlefield, where Karna is 

ultimately killed. Kunti's confession, though driven by love, cannot change the course of fate or 

prevent the tragic outcome. 

In conclusion, the interaction between Karna and Kunti in "The Temptation of Karna" is a powerful 

and emotionally charged moment in the Mahabharata. It delves into complex themes of identity, 

destiny, maternal love, and the consequences of choices. It showcases the inner conflicts and moral 

dilemmas faced by both characters and contributes to the overall tragic narrative of the epic. 

 

 

OR 

Q6. (b) The conducts of both Kauravas and Pandavas are far from ideal. Discuss with reference to 

the Dicing episode in the Mahabharata. 

Ans. The Dicing episode, also known as the "Game of Dice" or "Dyutakrida," in the Mahabharata is a 

critical and morally complex episode that highlights the conduct of both the Kauravas and the 

Pandavas. This episode showcases the flaws and moral shortcomings of both factions, challenging 

the notion of ideal conduct. Let's discuss the conduct of the Kauravas and the Pandavas in the 

Dicing episode: 

Conduct of the Kauravas: 

1. Deceit and Manipulation: The Kauravas, led by Duryodhana, employ deceit and manipulation to 

invite the Pandavas to the game of dice. They conspire to take advantage of Yudhishthira's 

weakness for gambling. 



 

 

2. Unfair Dicing: During the game, the Kauravas resort to unfair practices, such as using loaded dice 

and cheating. Duryodhana and his brothers orchestrate the game to ensure the Pandavas' 

defeat. 

3. Humiliation: The Kauravas subject the Pandavas to humiliation and verbal abuse during the 

game. Duryodhana specifically targets Draupadi, leading to her public disrobing in the Kaurava 

court. 

4. Lack of Compassion: Despite witnessing Draupadi's plight, the Kauravas show a lack of 

compassion and empathy. They remain unrepentant and unyielding in the face of her suffering. 

Conduct of the Pandavas: 

1. Gambling Addiction: Yudhishthira's excessive fondness for gambling is a major character flaw 

among the Pandavas. He disregards the warnings of his brothers and falls into the trap set by the 

Kauravas. 

2. Failure to Protect Draupadi: During Draupadi's public humiliation, the Pandavas, who are bound 

by their own code of conduct, fail to protect her adequately. Yudhishthira's gambling addiction 

and the subsequent loss of himself and his brothers compromise their ability to defend her 

honor. 

3. Oath of Revenge: While the Pandavas vow to take revenge for Draupadi's humiliation, their 

commitment to righteousness is tested. They are willing to wage a war to regain their kingdom 

but must grapple with the ethical implications of their actions. 

4. Recklessness: The Pandavas' desire for vengeance leads to the Kurukshetra War, resulting in 

widespread destruction and loss of life. Their pursuit of justice is marked by a willingness to 

engage in a violent conflict. 

In summary, the Dicing episode in the Mahabharata reveals the moral imperfections and ethical 

complexities of both the Kauravas and the Pandavas. It challenges the idea of ideal conduct and 

righteousness in the face of ambition, pride, and revenge. The episode serves as a cautionary tale 

about the consequences of human frailties and the potential for moral compromises, even among 

noble individuals. It sets the stage for the epic's larger exploration of dharma (duty), justice, and the 

price of power. 


