
 

 

Women’s writing PYQ 2019 

 

Q1. Identify and critically comment on the following:  

How odd the girl's life looks  

Behind this soft eclipse!  

I think that earth seems so  

To those in heaven now.  

Ans. The lines "How odd the girl's life looks Behind this soft eclipse! I think that earth seems so To 

those in heaven now" are from the poem "How Odd" by Emily Dickinson. In this poem, Emily 

Dickinson reflects on the perception of life from different vantage points, particularly from the 

perspective of those in heaven observing life on Earth. Here's a critical commentary on these lines: 

1. Contrast Between Earth and Heaven: 

The lines convey a stark contrast between the girl's life on Earth and the vantage point of those in 

heaven. The girl's life is described as "odd," suggesting that it may seem peculiar or unusual when 

viewed from a celestial perspective. This contrast sets the tone for the poem's exploration of the 

differences between earthly existence and a heavenly realm. 

2. Soft Eclipse Imagery: 

The phrase "soft eclipse" is intriguing and metaphorical. An eclipse typically involves the blocking or 

obscuring of one celestial body by another. In this context, the "soft eclipse" might symbolize the 

limitations and obscurities that shroud human existence. It hints at the idea that life on Earth may 

appear dim or enigmatic when seen from a heavenly standpoint. 

3. Heavenly Observation: 

The speaker imagines that those in heaven might be observing life on Earth with a sense of curiosity 

or wonder. This perspective underscores the idea that life, with all its complexities, might be viewed 

as foreign or inexplicable by celestial beings. It invites readers to contemplate the idea of divine or 

transcendent perspectives on human existence. 

4. Dickinson's Exploration of Mysteries: 

Emily Dickinson is known for her profound exploration of existential and metaphysical themes. In this 

poem, she delves into the mystery of life, suggesting that there are aspects of human existence that 

may remain inscrutable even to those in heaven. Her poetry often challenges conventional beliefs 

and invites readers to contemplate the enigmatic nature of the universe. 

5. Open-Ended Interpretation: 

As with many of Emily Dickinson's poems, these lines are open to interpretation. They can be seen as 

an exploration of the human condition, the limitations of earthly existence, or a meditation on the 

unknowable aspects of the divine. The poem's brevity and suggestive language leave room for 

multiple interpretations and reflections. 



 

 

In summary, these lines from Emily Dickinson's poem "How Odd" encapsulate her unique style of 

exploring profound themes through concise and thought-provoking language. They invite readers to 

ponder the contrasts between earthly life and heavenly perspectives, emphasizing the mysterious 

and enigmatic nature of existence. Emily Dickinson's poetry continues to engage readers with its rich 

and contemplative themes. 

 

 

OR 

Herr God, Herr Lucifer  

Beware  

Beware  

Out of the ash  

I rise with my red hair  

And I eat men like air.  

Ans. The lines you've provided are from the poem "Lady Lazarus" by Sylvia Plath. This poem is known 

for its powerful and often haunting imagery. Here's a brief commentary on these lines: 

1. Invocation and Ambiguity: 

The opening lines, "Herr God, Herr Lucifer Beware Beware," serve as an invocation or address to 

both God and Lucifer (the devil). This sets a tone of confrontation and ambiguity, as the speaker 

seems to challenge both divine and diabolical forces. 

2. Resilience and Rebirth: 

The next lines, "Out of the ash I rise with my red hair," convey a sense of resilience and rebirth. The 

image of rising from the ashes is often associated with renewal and regeneration, while the mention 

of "red hair" may symbolize vitality and passion. 

3. Voracious Hunger: 

The closing lines, "And I eat men like air," are particularly striking. They suggest a consuming and 

voracious appetite. The use of "men" as the object of consumption can be interpreted in multiple 

ways—metaphorically as a commentary on power dynamics, or even as a representation of the 

speaker's defiance against societal norms. 

4. Ambivalence and Complexity: 

"Lady Lazarus" is a poem filled with ambiguity and complex emotions. The speaker grapples with 

themes of death, resurrection, identity, and agency. The poem can be seen as a defiant declaration of 

survival and self-determination in the face of adversity. 

5. Plath's Exploration of Identity: 

Sylvia Plath, known for her confessional style of poetry, often delved into the complexities of identity, 

mental health, and societal expectations in her work. "Lady Lazarus" is a prime example of her ability 

to use vivid and often unsettling imagery to explore these themes. 



 

 

In summary, these lines from "Lady Lazarus" by Sylvia Plath capture the intense and confrontational 

nature of the poem. They evoke a sense of defiance, resilience, and perhaps even a darker, more 

unsettling aspect of human existence. The poem as a whole delves into the multifaceted aspects of 

identity and self-expression, making it a thought-provoking and emotionally charged piece of 

literature. 

 

 

Q2. I think it pisses God off if you walk by the colour purple in a field somewhere and don't notice 

it. 

Ans. The line you've provided is from the novel "The Color Purple" by Alice Walker. This line is spoken 

by the character Shug Avery, and it carries significant thematic and philosophical weight in the novel. 

Here's a brief commentary on this line: 

1. Connection to Nature and Spirituality: 

Shug Avery's statement highlights the importance of recognizing and appreciating the beauty and 

wonder of the natural world. The "color purple" symbolizes the vibrant and diverse elements of 

nature. In this context, "God" represents a connection to spirituality or a higher power. Shug's 

assertion suggests that failing to appreciate the beauty of nature is akin to neglecting a spiritual 

connection. 

2. Mindfulness and Presence: 

The line emphasizes the idea of mindfulness and being fully present in the world. It suggests that 

overlooking or ignoring the beauty of the world around us is a missed opportunity for spiritual and 

emotional growth. Shug encourages a sense of wonder and attentiveness to the small and 

extraordinary moments in life. 

3. Resonance with the Novel's Themes: 

"The Color Purple" is a novel that explores themes of identity, self-discovery, and empowerment, 

particularly for African American women in the early 20th century. Shug's statement aligns with the 

broader themes of the novel by encouraging characters and readers to embrace their individuality 

and find beauty in their lives, despite the challenges they face. 

4. Symbolism of Purple: 

Purple is often associated with nobility, creativity, and spirituality. In the novel, the color purple 

carries symbolic significance as a representation of the beauty and strength found within 

marginalized individuals. Shug's statement reinforces this symbolism, emphasizing the importance of 

recognizing and celebrating one's unique qualities. 

5. Invitation to Appreciate Life: 

Shug's statement can be seen as an invitation to appreciate and celebrate the richness of life. It 

encourages readers to find joy in the world's beauty, even in the midst of adversity. It aligns with the 

novel's message of resilience and the capacity for transformation. 

In summary, Shug Avery's line from "The Color Purple" speaks to the significance of noticing and 

appreciating the beauty of the natural world as a source of spiritual connection and personal growth. 



 

 

It resonates with the novel's broader themes of empowerment and self-discovery, urging characters 

and readers alike to be mindful and present in their lives. 

 

 

OR 

Rassundari Debi's dreams in Amar Jiban. 

Ans. Rassundari Debi's autobiography, "Amar Jiban" (My Life), is a significant work in Bengali 

literature. It provides a glimpse into the life of a woman from the 19th century, offering insights into 

her dreams, aspirations, and struggles. While Rassundari Debi's dreams may not be as explicitly 

poetic as the lines from the previous quotes you provided, they are nonetheless profound and 

meaningful in the context of her life and the society in which she lived. Here are some key aspects of 

Rassundari Debi's dreams in "Amar Jiban": 

1. Educational Dreams: Rassundari Debi's most prominent dream was her desire for education. In a 

society where education for women was uncommon, if not actively discouraged, her dream of 

learning to read and write was a significant aspiration. Her journey to realize this dream is a 

central theme of her autobiography. 

2. Intellectual Growth: Beyond mere literacy, Rassundari Debi's dreams included intellectual 

growth and self-improvement. She wanted to expand her horizons, gain knowledge, and engage 

in intellectual pursuits, despite the prevailing social norms that limited women's access to 

education. 

3. Spiritual and Religious Aspirations: Rassundari Debi's dreams were also intertwined with her 

spiritual and religious beliefs. Her autobiography reflects her deep faith and her longing for 

spiritual fulfillment. Her dreams often revolved around her devotion to God and her desire to 

lead a righteous and pious life. 

4. Empowerment and Self-Expression: Through her writings, Rassundari Debi realized her dream of 

self-expression and empowerment. She used her autobiographical work to share her 

experiences, thoughts, and aspirations, making her voice heard in a society where women's 

voices were often marginalized. 

5. Family and Community Dreams: Rassundari Debi's dreams were not limited to personal 

aspirations. She also had dreams for her family and community. She wished for the well-being 

and progress of her loved ones and her society as a whole, hoping for positive change and 

prosperity. 

6. Legacy and Inspiration: Rassundari Debi's life and her autobiography have become a source of 

inspiration for generations of women in Bengal and beyond. Her dreams of education, 

empowerment, and spiritual growth have left a lasting legacy, encouraging others to pursue their 

aspirations, regardless of societal constraints. 

In "Amar Jiban," Rassundari Debi's dreams are not articulated in poetic verses but are woven into 

the narrative of her life story. They reflect her resilience, determination, and the enduring human 

spirit that seeks personal and societal growth, even in the face of adversity. Her autobiography 

stands as a testament to the power of dreams and the ability to transcend limitations to achieve 

one's goals. 

 

 



 

 

Q3. It is the same woman, I know, for she is always creeping, and most women do not creep by 

daylight. I see her in that long shaded lane, creeping up and down. I see her in those dark grape 

arbors, creeping all around the garden.  

Ans. The lines you've provided are from the short story "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins 

Gilman. These lines are a significant part of the story and provide insight into the protagonist's 

deteriorating mental state and her growing obsession with the patterns in the wallpaper of her room. 

Here's a critical commentary on these lines: 

1. Symbolism of the Woman: In the story, the woman the protagonist sees in the wallpaper is a 

symbol of her own confinement and oppression. As she becomes increasingly isolated and 

restricted by societal norms and her husband's control, her perception of this woman trapped 

behind the wallpaper becomes more pronounced. 

2. Creeping as Metaphor: The repeated use of the word "creeping" carries both literal and 

metaphorical meanings. On one level, the woman behind the wallpaper is described as 

"creeping" because she is physically trapped or confined within the wallpaper's pattern. On 

another level, the word "creeping" symbolizes the protagonist's own creeping descent into 

madness as she becomes fixated on the wallpaper. 

3. Daylight and Darkness: The mention of the woman "creeping by daylight" contrasts with the 

idea that "most women do not creep by daylight." This contrast highlights the abnormality of the 

woman's behavior, which parallels the protagonist's own growing sense of being abnormal or 

deviating from societal norms. 

4. Isolation and Alienation: The woman's presence in the long shaded lane and the dark grape 

arbors emphasizes her isolation and confinement. Similarly, the protagonist's confinement to her 

room and her isolation from the outside world contribute to her growing sense of alienation and 

despair. 

5. The Wallpaper as a Metaphor: Throughout the story, the yellow wallpaper becomes a powerful 

metaphor for the protagonist's mental and emotional state. Her fixation on the woman behind 

the wallpaper mirrors her own growing sense of entrapment and powerlessness. 

6. Feminist Themes: "The Yellow Wallpaper" is often analyzed in the context of feminist literature. 

The story highlights the detrimental effects of patriarchal control and the suppression of 

women's voices and agency. The creeping woman in the wallpaper can be seen as a 

representation of the societal and psychological constraints placed on women during the time 

the story was written. 

In summary, the lines from "The Yellow Wallpaper" capture the protagonist's growing obsession with 

the wallpaper and the woman she believes is trapped within it. These lines serve as a metaphor for 

the protagonist's own deteriorating mental state and the oppressive societal norms that contribute 

to her descent into madness. Charlotte Perkins Gilman's story is a powerful exploration of the 

consequences of gendered oppression and the consequences of denying women agency and 

autonomy. 

 

 

OR 

Draupadi's black body comes even closer. Draupadi shakes with an indomitable laughter that 

Senanayak simply cannot understand. Her ravaged lips bleed as she begins laughing.  



 

 

Ans.  

Draupadi's Black Body: The reference to Draupadi's "black body" may carry symbolic or 

metaphorical significance. In the context of Indian mythology and the Mahabharata epic, Draupadi is 

traditionally described as having a dusky or dark complexion. Her skin color is often a point of 

discussion and symbolism in various retellings of the story. 

Indomitable Laughter: Draupadi's "indomitable laughter" suggests a strong and resilient spirit. It 

conveys a sense of defiance and inner strength, even in the face of adversity. This laughter could be a 

response to a challenging situation or a way for Draupadi to assert her agency and independence. 

Physical Suffering: The mention of Draupadi's "ravaged lips bleed" indicates that she has undergone 

physical suffering or harm. This could be a reference to the trials and tribulations she faces in the 

Mahabharata, including her public humiliation in the Kaurava court where she is disrobed. 

Senanayak's Lack of Understanding: The passage also mentions that Senanayak "simply cannot 

understand" Draupadi's laughter. This could highlight a disconnect or lack of empathy between 

Senanayak and Draupadi. It might suggest that Senanayak fails to comprehend the depth of 

Draupadi's emotions or the significance of her actions. 

Symbolism and Interpretation: The passage could be interpreted in various ways, depending on the 

larger context of the work from which it is taken. Draupadi is a complex character in Indian 

mythology, often representing the struggle for justice and the resilience of women in the face of 

adversity. The bleeding lips and laughter may symbolize her endurance and her refusal to be silenced 

or defeated. 

 

 

Q4. Critically analyse the representation of rape in The Color Purple.  

Ans.  "The Color Purple" by Alice Walker is a powerful novel that explores various forms of abuse and 

oppression, including the theme of rape. Rape is a central element of the story, and its 

representation is both stark and significant. Here is a critical analysis of how rape is portrayed in the 

novel: 

Realism and Brutality: 

Alice Walker portrays rape in "The Color Purple" with a stark realism that does not shy away from the 

brutality and trauma associated with sexual violence. This unflinching depiction is a testament to the 

author's commitment to addressing the harsh realities faced by many women, particularly African 

American women, in the early 20th century. 

Impact on Victims: 

The novel delves into the profound physical and psychological impact of rape on the victims, 

primarily Celie and Sofia. Their experiences demonstrate the long-lasting scars and trauma that 

survivors carry with them. Celie's letters serve as a powerful medium through which readers witness 

her emotional turmoil and pain. 

Silencing and Power Dynamics: 



 

 

Rape is used as a tool of control and domination in the novel. The male characters, particularly 

Celie's stepfather and later her husband, use rape to silence and disempower the female characters. 

It highlights the power imbalances and systemic oppression faced by women during that period. 

Female Resilience and Solidarity: 

Despite the horrors of rape, "The Color Purple" also highlights the resilience and strength of its 

female characters. Celie, Sofia, and Shug Avery, among others, find ways to resist and fight back 

against their oppressors. Their solidarity and support for one another serve as a source of hope and 

empowerment. 

Narrative Voice and Healing: 

Celie's narrative voice is a crucial aspect of the novel's exploration of rape. Through her letters, 

readers witness her evolving understanding of sexuality, agency, and self-worth. Her eventual 

liberation from her abusers symbolizes a form of healing and empowerment that is deeply moving. 

Critique of Patriarchy and Racism: 

"The Color Purple" critiques not only the patriarchy but also the intersecting systems of oppression, 

including racism. The novel's portrayal of rape is situated within a broader context of discrimination 

and violence faced by African American women, which adds layers of complexity to the characters' 

experiences. 

Controversy and Impact: 

The novel's depiction of rape has generated both controversy and acclaim. Some critics argue that 

the novel's graphic portrayal is necessary to shed light on the issue, while others have criticized it for 

its explicitness. Regardless, it has sparked important discussions about gender violence and the 

importance of confronting difficult subject matter in literature. 

In summary, the representation of rape in "The Color Purple" is a central and powerful aspect of the 

novel's exploration of abuse, oppression, resilience, and healing. Alice Walker's unapologetic and 

realistic approach to depicting rape contributes to the novel's impact and its enduring relevance in 

discussions of women's rights, trauma, and empowerment. It serves as a stark reminder of the 

horrors faced by many women in history and the strength they find to overcome them. 

 

OR 

Discuss Walker's use of the epistolary form in The Color Purple.  

Ans. Alice Walker's use of the epistolary form in "The Color Purple" is a significant and stylistically 

distinctive aspect of the novel. Through letters, the characters communicate their thoughts, 

experiences, and emotions, allowing readers to engage deeply with their inner lives and personal 

growth. Here's a discussion of Walker's use of the epistolary form in the novel: 

Character Voice and Authenticity: 

Each character's voice is distinct and authentic in their letters. Celie, the primary letter-writer, begins 

her letters with "Dear God" and addresses them to her sister Nettie. Her language is initially marked 

by a lack of formal education, but as the novel progresses, her writing evolves, reflecting her 

personal growth and self-discovery. 



 

 

Intimate and Personal Insights: 

The epistolary form provides readers with intimate access to the characters' inner thoughts and 

emotions. Through their letters, they reveal their fears, desires, traumas, and hopes. This deepens 

readers' emotional connections with the characters and enhances their understanding of their 

struggles. 

Development of Characters: 

The letters enable readers to witness the characters' development and transformation over time. 

Celie, in particular, undergoes a profound evolution from a voiceless and oppressed woman to an 

empowered individual who learns to assert herself. This transformation is conveyed through her 

letters. 

Shifts in Perspective: 

The epistolary form allows for shifts in perspective. Initially, Celie's letters focus on her personal 

suffering and the abuse she endures. However, as Nettie's letters become a part of the narrative, the 

readers gain insights into the broader context of African American experiences, including Nettie's 

missionary work in Africa. 

Themes of Connection and Isolation: 

The exchange of letters highlights the themes of connection and isolation. Celie and Nettie's 

correspondence serves as a lifeline that keeps them emotionally connected even when they are 

physically separated. Conversely, Celie's letters to God convey her sense of isolation and alienation. 

Rebellion and Self-Expression: 

For Celie, writing letters becomes an act of rebellion and self-expression. It is a way for her to assert 

her identity and voice in a world that seeks to silence her. Her letters to God are initially submissive 

but evolve into more assertive and self-affirming expressions. 

The Power of Narrative: 

Walker uses the epistolary form to explore the power of narrative. The act of writing allows the 

characters to reclaim their stories and experiences. It empowers them to challenge societal norms 

and assert their right to self-determination. 

Reader Engagement and Empathy: 

The epistolary form engages readers in a deeply empathetic manner. Readers become active 

participants in the characters' lives, forging emotional connections and gaining insights into their 

struggles and triumphs. 

In summary, Alice Walker's use of the epistolary form in "The Color Purple" is a narrative technique 

that enriches the novel's themes of identity, empowerment, connection, and resilience. Through 

letters, the characters' voices come to life, and their personal journeys of growth and self-discovery 

are intimately shared with the readers. This stylistic choice contributes to the novel's enduring 

impact and its ability to foster empathy and understanding among its readers. 

 

 



 

 

Q5. Discuss the symbols in Mansfield's story Bliss within the ambit of sexuality and desire.  

Ans. Katherine Mansfield's short story "Bliss" is known for its nuanced exploration of sexuality and 

desire through symbolism and subtext. Several symbols in the story contribute to the themes of 

sexual awakening and emotional complexity: 

Pear Tree: The pear tree in Bertha's garden is a prominent symbol in the story. It represents Bertha's 

burgeoning sexual desire and her yearning for a more fulfilling life. The tree is described as "covered 

with silver... like smoke," which creates an atmosphere of sensuality. Bertha's gaze lingers on the 

tree, and she finds it intoxicating, symbolizing her longing for a deeper, more passionate connection. 

Fruit: The fruit on the pear tree, particularly the ripe pears, is a symbol of sensuality and fertility. 

Bertha is drawn to the fruit, and her desire for it mirrors her desire for a more fulfilling sexual and 

emotional life. The act of plucking and eating the pear later in the story can be interpreted as a 

symbolic representation of Bertha's sexual awakening and exploration. 

The Dinner Party: The dinner party at the beginning of the story symbolizes the facade of 

respectability and societal norms that often conceal the complexities of human desire. The 

interactions among the characters, particularly the flirtatiousness between Pearl and Eddie, serve as 

a contrast to Bertha's inner turmoil. The party itself becomes a stage for hidden desires and 

emotions. 

Pearl Fulton: The character of Pearl Fulton is a symbol of forbidden desire and a catalyst for Bertha's 

awakening. Bertha is strongly attracted to Pearl, and their intimate conversations and physical 

closeness suggest a same-sex attraction. Pearl's name also connects her to the pear tree, reinforcing 

the sensuous and forbidden nature of their connection. 

Music: Music, particularly the Schubert piece played at the dinner party, represents the emotional 

intensity and complexity of desire. The music heightens Bertha's emotions and sets the tone for her 

burgeoning desire. It symbolizes the beauty and richness of her inner life that she has suppressed. 

The Color Red: The color red is used symbolically throughout the story to represent passion and 

desire. It is associated with Bertha's feelings and experiences, from the red carnations she wears to 

the red light of the pear tree at night. The color red underscores the sensuality and intensity of her 

emotions. 

Bertha's Bliss: The title itself, "Bliss," is ironic and symbolic. Bertha initially believes she is 

experiencing bliss in her seemingly perfect life, but as the story progresses, it becomes clear that her 

definition of bliss is shifting. Her bliss is no longer confined to societal expectations but is instead 

linked to her burgeoning desires and newfound sense of self. 

In "Bliss," Katherine Mansfield skillfully employs these symbols to convey the complex and often 

hidden aspects of human sexuality and desire. Through Bertha's internal journey and her interactions 

with the world around her, the story explores themes of awakening, passion, and the tension 

between societal norms and personal fulfillment. 

 

 

OR 

Discuss the poetry of Eunice de Souza as an example of the confessional mode of women's voices.  



 

 

Ans. Eunice de Souza, an Indian English poet, is known for her poetry that often falls into the 

confessional mode. The confessional mode in poetry is characterized by personal and emotional 

revelations, often delving into the poet's own life, experiences, and inner thoughts. De Souza's 

poetry stands as a compelling example of this mode, particularly in the context of women's voices. 

Here's a discussion of her work in this light: 

1. Exploration of Female Identity: De Souza's poetry frequently explores the complexities of female 

identity, sexuality, and societal expectations. She unapologetically delves into the inner lives of 

women, addressing their desires, frustrations, and the challenges they face in a patriarchal 

society. 

2. Personal Narratives: De Souza's poems are replete with personal narratives, where she often 

draws from her own experiences. These narratives are not just autobiographical but serve as a 

means to voice the shared experiences and struggles of many women. Her candidness in 

discussing issues such as body image, sexuality, and relationships is a hallmark of the 

confessional mode. 

3. Rebellion Against Norms: In her confessional poetry, de Souza often rebels against societal 

norms and conventions that limit women's freedom and agency. She challenges the double 

standards and hypocrisies imposed on women and questions the traditional roles they are 

expected to fulfill. 

4. Sexuality and Desire: De Souza's poems openly address themes of sexuality and desire, often 

challenging the taboos surrounding these topics. Her poetry explores the complexity of women's 

sexual experiences and desires, offering a candid and unfiltered perspective. 

5. Intimate Language: The language in de Souza's poetry is intimate and personal. She employs 

colloquial language and a conversational tone, making her work accessible and relatable to 

readers. This approach allows her to establish a direct and honest connection with her audience. 

6. Voicing Marginalized Experiences: Through her confessional poetry, de Souza also gives voice to 

the marginalized and silenced experiences of women in India. She addresses issues such as 

domestic violence, societal pressure, and the challenges faced by women in both urban and rural 

settings. 

7. Challenges of Tradition: De Souza's work often navigates the tensions between tradition and 

modernity. She examines how traditional cultural norms can restrict women's choices and 

desires while advocating for a more progressive and inclusive society. 

8. Feminist Perspective: Her poetry is undeniably feminist in nature. It questions the established 

gender roles, expectations, and stereotypes that women contend with and advocates for gender 

equality and empowerment. 

Overall, Eunice de Souza's confessional poetry serves as a significant example of women's voices in 

the literary realm. Her willingness to address taboo subjects and her candid exploration of female 

experiences make her work a valuable contribution to both the confessional mode and the broader 

discourse on gender, identity, and society. Her poetry provides a platform for women's voices to be 

heard, acknowledged, and understood in all their complexity and diversity. 

 

 

Q6. A Vindication of the Rights of Women addresses both other women and 'intellectuals like 

Rousseau who endorse double standards. Elaborate.  



 

 

Ans. Mary Wollstonecraft's "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" is a pioneering work in feminist 

literature that addresses various audiences, including women and intellectuals like Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau, who endorsed double standards in their views of gender and education. Here's an 

elaboration on how Wollstonecraft's text addresses these audiences: 

Addressing Women: 

• Wollstonecraft directs a significant portion of her text toward women themselves. She urges 

women to recognize their own agency and potential for intellectual and moral growth. She 

argues that women should not passively accept the societal norms that restrict their education 

and opportunities. Instead, they should actively seek self-improvement and engage in intellectual 

pursuits. 

• Wollstonecraft believes that women should not be content with superficial accomplishments, 

such as beauty or charm, which were often emphasized in her time. Instead, she encourages 

women to cultivate their minds, develop reason, and strive for independence. She contends that 

educated and empowered women will make better mothers and citizens. 

Addressing Intellectuals like Rousseau: 

• Mary Wollstonecraft's critique extends to prominent thinkers of her time, including Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau, whose views on gender were influential. Rousseau's work, "Emile, or On Education," 

endorsed a stark division of gender roles, advocating for women's domesticity and passivity. 

• Wollstonecraft takes aim at Rousseau's ideas in "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman." She 

argues that Rousseau's beliefs perpetuate double standards, where men are educated to be 

rational and active citizens while women are trained for submission and obedience. She asserts 

that these double standards are detrimental to both women and society as a whole. 

• Wollstonecraft criticizes Rousseau for propagating the idea that women should be charming and 

decorative rather than educated and intellectually capable. She contends that such views 

devalue women's potential and relegate them to a subordinate and dependent status. 

Championing Gender Equality: 

• Throughout "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," Wollstonecraft champions the cause of 

gender equality. She argues that both men and women have rational minds and moral capacities 

that should be cultivated through education and equal opportunities. 

• Wollstonecraft's appeal to intellectuals like Rousseau is a call for them to reevaluate their views 

and recognize the harm that double standards inflict on women. She contends that true progress 

and social harmony can only be achieved when both genders are educated and treated as 

equals. 

In summary, Mary Wollstonecraft's "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" addresses both women 

and intellectuals like Rousseau, who endorsed double standards in gender roles and education. Her 

work advocates for women's rights, education, and empowerment, challenging prevailing societal 

norms and arguing for a more just and equitable society where women are recognized as rational 

and capable beings. 

 

 

OR 



 

 

Pandita Ramabai's My Testimony puts conversion at the heart of her narrative. Discuss. 

Ans. "Pandita Ramabai's My Testimony" is indeed a narrative that places the theme of conversion at 

its heart. This autobiographical work by Pandita Ramabai, a prominent Indian social reformer and 

Christian missionary, chronicles her life, her spiritual journey, and her conversion to Christianity. 

Here's a discussion of how conversion plays a central role in the narrative: 

Religious Conversion: 

The most obvious form of conversion in the narrative is Pandita Ramabai's religious conversion to 

Christianity. She describes her early exposure to different religious traditions in India, including 

Hinduism, and how she ultimately embraced Christianity as her faith of choice. Her conversion 

experience is a profound and transformative event in her life, and it shapes her personal identity and 

mission. 

Rejection of Social Norms: 

Ramabai's conversion to Christianity also involves a rejection of some traditional Hindu social norms 

and practices. She critiques aspects of Hinduism that she sees as oppressive to women, such as child 

marriage, widowhood, and restrictions on education for girls. Her conversion represents a break 

from these customs and an embrace of Christian teachings that she believes offer greater equality 

and justice. 

Christian Missionary Work: 

Conversion is not only a personal choice for Ramabai but also the foundation of her missionary work. 

She establishes the Mukti Mission, a Christian organization that aims to uplift and educate 

marginalized and oppressed women and children in India. Her conversion is instrumental in her 

efforts to promote social reform, education, and empowerment among women. 

Encounter with Western Culture: 

Ramabai's conversion also leads to her engagement with Western culture, particularly British and 

American Christianity. Her interactions with Western missionaries and their support for her work in 

India play a significant role in her life story. Her narrative reflects the intersection of cultures and 

ideologies that conversion often entails. 

Empowerment and Advocacy: 

Ramabai's conversion empowers her to advocate for the rights and well-being of women and 

marginalized communities in India. Her Christian faith becomes a driving force behind her efforts to 

challenge oppressive social structures and promote gender equality, education, and social justice. 

Spiritual Growth and Transformation: 

Throughout the narrative, Ramabai describes her spiritual growth and transformation as a result of 

her conversion. She sees her faith as a source of strength, resilience, and purpose. Her journey 

reflects how conversion can lead to personal and spiritual growth. 

In "My Testimony," Pandita Ramabai's conversion to Christianity is not just a personal choice but a 

central theme that informs her life's mission and her advocacy for social reform and gender equality 

in India. Her narrative serves as a testimony to the transformative power of faith and the role of 

conversion in shaping individual destinies and driving social change. 


