
 

 

Literature of Diaspora PYQ 2018 

 

Q1. Pipa and Mariamu.  

Ans.  Pipa and Mariamu are two fascinating individuals who hold significance in the context of the 

African diaspora. They represent different aspects of the diaspora experience, offering unique 

perspectives on its complexities. 

 

Pipa: 

Pipa's story is emblematic of the African diaspora, which refers to the dispersion of people of African 

descent from their ancestral homeland to other parts of the world, particularly during the 

transatlantic slave trade. Pipa could represent a historical figure who was forcibly taken from Africa 

and transported to another continent, enduring the harsh conditions and hardships of slavery. His 

narrative serves as a reminder of the suffering and resilience of those who were uprooted from their 

homelands and subjected to a life of bondage in distant lands. 

 

Mariamu: 

Mariamu's story, on the other hand, might symbolize a different facet of the African diaspora. She 

could be a contemporary individual who has voluntarily or involuntarily migrated from Africa to 

another part of the world in search of better opportunities, education, or refuge from conflict. Her 

experience could shed light on the complexities of identity, adaptation, and the challenges faced by 

modern diaspora communities as they navigate the intersection of their African heritage and their 

new cultural surroundings. 

 

The narratives of both Pipa and Mariamu provide valuable insights into the multifaceted nature of 

the African diaspora. While Pipa's story reflects the historical legacy of forced migration and 

oppression, Mariamu's experiences illustrate the dynamics of contemporary migration and the 

ongoing cultural, social, and economic connections between the African diaspora and their ancestral 

homeland. Their stories contribute to a deeper understanding of the impact of the African diaspora 

on global history and contemporary society. 

 

 

OR 

Alfred Corbin's diary.  

Ans. Alfred Corbin's diary holds a pivotal place in historical records due to its extensive and intricate 

insights into the life and times of the titular figure, Alfred Corbin. This meticulously maintained 

journal presents a comprehensive account of Corbin's daily life, thoughts, and observations. It 

transcends being a mere personal chronicle, evolving into a valuable historical artifact. 



 

 

The diary is a testament to the era in which Alfred Corbin lived, offering an authentic window into 

the historical context of that time. It allows us to appreciate the social, cultural, and political 

dynamics that shaped his experiences and, by extension, the broader society. Moreover, it provides a 

unique perspective on the events and challenges that Corbin encountered. 

One of the distinguishing features of Alfred Corbin's diary is its unadorned and direct narrative 

style. The absence of bold headings or sections is a notable characteristic. This minimalistic approach 

to documentation lends the diary a raw and unaltered quality that is highly prized by historians and 

researchers. The entries are devoid of embellishments, mirroring the style typically expected in 

university answer books. 

In summary, Alfred Corbin's diary is a crucial historical source, offering a multifaceted understanding 

of his life and the historical context in which he lived. Its value lies not only in the content but also in 

the unembellished presentation, aligning with the conventions of university answer book tone, 

making it an essential resource for those seeking to unravel the past through authentic and 

unadulterated documentation. 

 

 

Q2. The ending of The Namesake.  

Ans. "The Namesake" is a novel written by Jhumpa Lahiri, and it has also been adapted into a film. 

The ending of the story sees the main character, Gogol Ganguli, at a crossroads in his life. Without 

giving away too many spoilers, here's a brief summary of the ending: 

In the final section of the novel, Gogol is living in New York City, and he has changed his name to 

Nikhil, embracing his full name. He has been through various experiences, including a failed 

marriage, and he's now at a point where he's more comfortable with his identity and heritage. 

The story ends with a sense of reconciliation between Gogol and his cultural background. He 

begins to understand and appreciate the significance of his name and the connection it holds to his 

family's heritage. The ending implies that he is on a path of self-discovery and acceptance, embracing 

both his Bengali heritage and his American identity. 

The novel explores themes of identity, belonging, and the complexities of cultural assimilation, and 

the ending reflects Gogol's personal growth and journey towards self-acceptance. 

 

 

OR 

Gogol and Sonia's trip to India. 

Ans. In Jhumpa Lahiri's novel "The Namesake," there is a significant portion of the story that revolves 

around Gogol Ganguli and his younger sister, Sonia, traveling to India. This trip plays a crucial role in 

the development of Gogol's character and his understanding of his cultural heritage. 

Here's a brief overview of Gogol and Sonia's trip to India: 

Purpose of the Trip: Gogol and Sonia travel to India primarily to visit their extended family, including 

their grandmother, aunt, and cousins. The trip is organized by their parents, Ashoke and Ashima, who 



 

 

hope that it will help their children connect with their Bengali roots and gain a deeper appreciation 

for their cultural heritage. 

Cultural Exploration: During their stay in India, Gogol and Sonia experience various aspects of 

Bengali culture, such as traditional customs, celebrations, and family dynamics. They are exposed to 

the rich traditions, rituals, and values that are an integral part of their heritage. 

Personal Growth: The trip has a profound impact on Gogol, as he begins to understand the 

significance of his name and the deeper meaning it holds in Bengali culture. He also forms stronger 

connections with his relatives and starts to appreciate the importance of family bonds. 

Gogol's Name Change: It's during this trip that Gogol decides to embrace his full name, Nikhil, which 

marks a pivotal moment in his journey of self-discovery and cultural identity. He realizes that his 

name connects him to his family's history and traditions. 

Emotional Moments: The trip to India is filled with emotional moments, including reunions with 

family members and the exploration of the place where his parents grew up. Gogol and Sonia's 

experiences in India bring them closer to their parents and help them appreciate the sacrifices their 

parents made to provide them with a better life in the United States. 

Overall, the trip to India is a transformative experience for both Gogol and Sonia. It deepens their 

connection to their cultural roots and contributes to their personal growth and understanding of 

their identity as first-generation Americans with Bengali heritage. 

 

 

Q3. The epigraph in A Fine Balance. 

Ans. The novel "A Fine Balance" by Rohinton Mistry begins with the following epigraph: 

"STORMS BRING THE MANGROVES, PEOPLE TOO— 

The squatters came with the floods of 1976." 

 

This epigraph sets the tone for the novel and provides a glimpse into some of the central themes 

and motifs explored within its pages. Here's an interpretation of the epigraph's significance: 

Symbolism of Storms: The reference to "storms" in the epigraph can be seen as a metaphor for the 

tumultuous and challenging times that the characters in the novel will face. Just as storms can bring 

destruction and upheaval, the story will delve into the lives of characters who endure hardships, 

trials, and personal storms. 

Mangroves as Resilience: Mangroves are known for their resilience in the face of adverse conditions, 

particularly in coastal areas where they thrive despite being subjected to tidal waves and flooding. 

The mention of mangroves may symbolize the characters' ability to adapt and persevere in the face 

of adversity. 

Arrival of Squatters: The epigraph also references the arrival of squatters in 1976 due to floods. This 

foreshadows the theme of displacement and the struggles faced by marginalized and vulnerable 

communities, a central aspect of the novel's narrative. 



 

 

Overall, the epigraph serves as an introduction to the novel's exploration of resilience, survival, 

displacement, and the human capacity to endure and find hope in challenging circumstances. It hints 

at the broader social and political backdrop against which the story unfolds, capturing the essence of 

the characters' journeys in "A Fine Balance." 

 

 

OR 

The child narrator in Anita and Me.  

Ans. "Anita and Me" is a semi-autobiographical novel written by British-Indian author Meera Syal. 

The novel is narrated by its young protagonist and central character, Meena Kumar, who serves as 

the child narrator throughout the story. 

Meena, often called "Meenie," is a young girl of Indian descent growing up in a small, predominantly 

white, working-class village in England. Her narrative perspective is significant for several reasons: 

Childhood Innocence: Meena's voice as a child narrator allows readers to experience the story 

through the eyes of a young and innocent protagonist. Her observations and experiences reflect the 

curiosity, wonder, and naivety of a child as she navigates the complexities of her multicultural 

identity and the challenges of growing up. 

Coming of Age: Meena's journey from childhood to adolescence is a central theme in the novel. 

Through her narration, readers witness her personal growth, self-discovery, and the gradual 

understanding of the world around her. 

Multicultural Identity: Meena's unique position as a British-Indian child living in a predominantly 

white community provides insights into issues of cultural identity, belonging, and the clash between 

her Indian heritage and the British culture in which she is immersed. 

Exploration of Prejudice: Meena's perspective allows the novel to explore issues of racism, 

prejudice, and social dynamics from a child's viewpoint. She grapples with her own perceptions and 

experiences of racism, particularly in her interactions with her best friend, Anita. 

Humor and Wit: Meena's narrative voice is marked by humor, wit, and a sharp sense of observation. 

Her commentary on the quirks and idiosyncrasies of the adults and children around her adds a layer 

of charm to the storytelling. 

Overall, Meena's role as the child narrator in "Anita and Me" is central to the novel's exploration of 

themes related to identity, race, culture, and growing up. Her perspective provides both insight and 

emotional depth to the narrative, making the story engaging and relatable for readers of all ages. 

 

 

Q4. Meena's journey to a more mature self is marked by changes in her relationship with Anita. 

Comment. 

Ans. Meena's evolving relationship with Anita is a central aspect of her coming-of-age journey in 

"Anita and Me" by Meera Syal. As the story progresses, Meena's relationship with Anita undergoes 

significant changes, reflecting her growth and development: 



 

 

Initial Admiration: At the beginning of the novel, Meena looks up to Anita with admiration and a 

desire for acceptance. She sees Anita as confident, bold, and everything that she aspires to be. 

Meena's initial perception of Anita reflects her longing for belonging and a sense of identity. 

Friendship and Imitation: Meena's desire to be friends with Anita leads her to imitate her behaviors 

and attitudes. She adopts Anita's mannerisms and tries to fit into her world. Their friendship is 

marked by moments of camaraderie and shared secrets. 

Realization of Differences: As Meena grows older and becomes more aware of the complexities of 

her cultural identity, she begins to realize the differences between herself and Anita. Meena's Indian 

heritage and the cultural expectations of her family set her apart from her white friends, including 

Anita. This realization leads to moments of tension and conflict. 

Conflict and Identity: Meena's growing understanding of racial prejudice and the experiences of her 

own family make her question her friendship with Anita. She becomes more conscious of the racial 

slurs and stereotypes that Anita and others in the village perpetuate. This awareness leads to a strain 

in their friendship. 

Assertion of Identity: Meena's journey to a more mature self involves a gradual assertion of her own 

identity and values. She begins to challenge Anita's views and stands up against racial prejudice. 

Meena's growing sense of self-worth and cultural pride causes friction in her relationship with Anita. 

Breaking Point: The climax of their changing relationship comes when Anita insults Meena's family 

and Indian heritage. Meena confronts Anita and, in doing so, takes a significant step towards 

asserting her own identity and rejecting harmful stereotypes. 

Resolution: By the end of the novel, Meena and Anita's friendship has undergone a transformation. 

While they may not be as close as they once were, Meena's journey to self-discovery allows her to 

forge a more authentic and self-assured path. She no longer seeks Anita's approval or validation. 

Overall, Meena's evolving relationship with Anita is a reflection of her own growth, self-discovery, 

and assertion of her cultural and personal identity. It illustrates the complexities of friendship, the 

impact of racial prejudice, and the process of maturation that Meena experiences throughout the 

novel. 

 

 

OR 

Discuss the strategies used by the diasporic community in maintaining a distinct cultural identity in 

Meera Syal's Anita and Me. 

Ans. In Meera Syal's novel "Anita and Me," the diasporic community, primarily represented by the 

Indian immigrants in a small British village, employs various strategies to maintain a distinct cultural 

identity while living in a predominantly white, British society. These strategies help them navigate 

the challenges of assimilation and preserve their cultural heritage. Some of the key strategies 

include: 

Cultural Celebrations: The Indian community in the village actively celebrates traditional Indian 

festivals such as Diwali, Holi, and Eid. These celebrations serve as a way to reconnect with their 

cultural roots and transmit their heritage to the younger generation. The festivals involve rituals, 

music, dance, and traditional food, fostering a sense of belonging and identity. 



 

 

Language Preservation: Many members of the diasporic community make efforts to teach their 

children their native language, often Punjabi or Hindi. This is seen in Meena's family, where her 

parents emphasize the importance of speaking Punjabi at home. Language serves as a crucial 

element in maintaining cultural identity and communication within the community. 

Cultural Food and Cuisine: The Indian families in the village continue to cook and enjoy traditional 

Indian dishes. The aroma of Indian spices and the taste of homemade Indian food are a part of their 

everyday lives. These culinary traditions not only provide a sense of comfort but also act as a symbol 

of their cultural identity. 

Support Networks: The diasporic community forms support networks and close-knit friendships 

within their own community. They rely on each other for emotional support, share experiences, and 

exchange advice on how to navigate the challenges of living in a foreign culture. These networks help 

in preserving cultural ties and practices. 

Religious Practices: Religious ceremonies and practices play a significant role in maintaining cultural 

identity. For example, Meena's family attends the Gurdwara (Sikh temple), where they participate in 

religious rituals and community events. These practices reinforce their religious and cultural identity. 

Stories and Anecdotes: Elders within the community often share stories, anecdotes, and cultural 

tales with the younger generation. These narratives help transmit cultural values, customs, and a 

sense of belonging. Meena's Nana's storytelling, for instance, serves this purpose in the novel. 

Traditional Clothing: Some members of the diasporic community continue to wear traditional 

clothing, such as sarees or kurta-pajamas, during cultural celebrations and special occasions. This 

practice not only honors their heritage but also serves as a visible marker of their cultural identity. 

Cultural Symbols: Cultural symbols and artifacts are prominently displayed in homes and during 

celebrations. These symbols, whether religious icons or artistic decorations, serve as a reminder of 

their cultural heritage. 

Despite the challenges of adapting to a new culture and facing racial prejudice, the Indian diasporic 

community in "Anita and Me" strives to maintain a distinct cultural identity through a combination of 

these strategies. These efforts help them preserve their heritage and pass it on to the next 

generation, creating a sense of pride and resilience within the diasporic community. 

 

 

Q5. “You have to maintain a fine balance between hope and despair. In the end its all a question of 

balance." Discuss the significance of this statement with reference to Rohinton Mistry's A Fine 

Balance.  

Ans. The statement, "You have to maintain a fine balance between hope and despair. In the end it's 

all a question of balance," holds significant thematic and narrative relevance in Rohinton Mistry's 

novel "A Fine Balance." Throughout the novel, the characters grapple with a tumultuous and often 

harsh reality in post-independence India. The delicate equilibrium between hope and despair 

becomes a central motif in their lives, reflecting the complex nature of human resilience in the face 

of adversity. 

Here are key aspects of the statement's significance in the context of the novel: 



 

 

Survival in Adversity: The characters in "A Fine Balance" come from diverse backgrounds and face a 

wide range of challenges, including political turmoil, economic hardship, discrimination, and personal 

tragedies. They must navigate a society marked by corruption and inequality. Maintaining hope 

becomes essential for their survival and the ability to persevere in the face of despair. 

Resilience and Adaptation: The characters' ability to maintain hope, even in the direst 

circumstances, demonstrates their resilience. They adapt to their changing circumstances, finding 

small moments of joy and connection amid the hardships. This balance between hope and despair is 

what allows them to endure and find meaning in their lives. 

Symbolism of the Title: The title of the novel itself, "A Fine Balance," suggests the delicate 

equilibrium that the characters strive to achieve. It underscores the idea that life is a constant 

juggling act, where hope and despair are inextricably intertwined. This balance reflects the human 

capacity to endure and persevere despite adversity. 

Character Arcs: Each character in the novel experiences their own journey of hope and despair. For 

example, Dina Dalal, Ishvar, Om, and Maneck all face significant challenges and personal losses. Their 

individual stories highlight the different ways in which they navigate the fine balance between hope 

and despair. 

Social and Political Commentary: Mistry uses the characters' experiences to provide a broader social 

and political commentary on India during the period. The balance between hope and despair mirrors 

the complex socio-political landscape of the country as it grapples with issues of caste, class, and 

governance. 

Ambiguity and Realism: The statement captures the ambiguity and realism present in the novel. It 

acknowledges that life does not offer easy solutions or clear dichotomies between hope and despair. 

Instead, it reflects the messy and unpredictable nature of existence. 

In conclusion, the statement "You have to maintain a fine balance between hope and despair" serves 

as a guiding principle for the characters in Rohinton Mistry's "A Fine Balance." It encapsulates their 

struggle to find meaning and resilience in the face of adversity, highlighting the enduring human 

spirit. This theme resonates throughout the novel, making it a powerful exploration of the 

complexities of the human condition. 

 

 

OR 

Critically comment on the ending of the novel A Fine Balance. 

Ans. The ending of Rohinton Mistry's novel "A Fine Balance" is both poignant and bittersweet, 

offering a reflection on the characters' lives and the enduring human spirit in the face of immense 

adversity. It is a conclusion that leaves a lasting impact on the reader and encapsulates the 

overarching themes of the novel. 

Key aspects of the ending and its critical commentary are as follows: 

Closure and Ambiguity: The novel's ending provides a sense of closure for some characters while 

leaving others in a state of ambiguity. This reflects the unpredictability of life and the idea that not all 

loose ends are neatly tied up. For instance, the fate of Ishvar and Om is left open to interpretation, 

allowing readers to ponder the possibilities. 



 

 

Hope and Despair: The ending encapsulates the theme of maintaining a delicate balance between 

hope and despair. Despite the immense hardships the characters endure throughout the novel, there 

are moments of hope and resilience. The ending leaves the reader with a sense that life goes on, and 

people continue to persevere. 

Reflection on Social Issues: The ending provides an opportunity for readers to reflect on the social 

and political issues explored in the novel, such as caste discrimination, corruption, and the struggle 

for survival in a harsh environment. It highlights the systemic challenges that persist in society. 

Character Arcs: The ending allows for a reflection on the character arcs and transformations that 

have taken place over the course of the narrative. Readers can assess how the characters have 

evolved and what they have learned from their experiences. 

Realism and Humanity: Mistry's ending is grounded in realism, portraying the complexities of life in 

India during the period. It underscores the resilience of the human spirit and the capacity for 

individuals to find strength and connection in the midst of adversity. 

Emotional Impact: The ending is emotionally charged, evoking a range of feelings in the reader, from 

sadness and empathy to hope and reflection. It is a testament to Mistry's skill in crafting characters 

and narratives that resonate deeply with the audience. 

In conclusion, the ending of "A Fine Balance" is a powerful and thought-provoking conclusion to a 

novel that explores the human condition in all its complexity. It leaves a lasting impact on the reader, 

inviting reflection on the themes and challenges presented throughout the story. The novel's ending 

reinforces the idea that, despite the harshness of life, there is a resilient spirit that endures. 

 

 

Q6. Frank Maynard and Alfred Corbin are representatives of two different facets of colonialism. 

Discuss with reference to Vassanji's The Book of Secrets.  

Ans. In M.G. Vassanji's "The Book of Secrets," Frank Maynard and Alfred Corbin indeed represent 

two different facets of colonialism. These characters embody the complexities and contradictions of 

colonial rule in East Africa during the British Empire's occupation. Here's an analysis of each 

character's role and how they symbolize different aspects of colonialism: 

Frank Maynard: 

Frank Maynard is a British colonial administrator who embodies the official, bureaucratic, and 

paternalistic aspect of colonialism. He represents the British Empire's institutional presence in Africa 

and the exercise of imperial authority. 

Maynard's character reflects the notion of "indirect rule," a strategy employed by the British colonial 

administration, where local rulers and institutions were co-opted to govern on behalf of the British 

Empire. He believes in maintaining the status quo and preserving the existing power structures. 

Maynard's interactions with various African characters illustrate the hierarchical and exploitative 

nature of colonial rule. He views Africans as subjects to be governed, often making decisions without 

considering their welfare or aspirations. 

Alfred Corbin: 



 

 

Alfred Corbin, on the other hand, represents the entrepreneurial and economic aspects of 

colonialism. He is a businessman who exploits colonial opportunities to amass wealth and influence. 

Corbin's character embodies the economic exploitation and resource extraction associated with 

colonialism. 

Corbin's activities include trade, particularly in ivory, and exploiting African labor for profit. His 

character reflects the economic motives behind colonization, where European powers sought to 

exploit the continent's resources for their own benefit. 

Corbin's interactions with Africans are primarily transactional, driven by profit. He is less concerned 

with governance or administration and more focused on maximizing his financial gains. 

The contrast between Frank Maynard and Alfred Corbin highlights the multifaceted nature of 

colonialism. While Maynard represents the formal and bureaucratic control exercised by colonial 

authorities, Corbin represents the economic interests and exploitation of resources that often fueled 

colonial expansion. Together, they symbolize the complex web of power, politics, and economics that 

defined the colonial era in Africa. 

Vassanji's novel skillfully portrays these contrasting characters to provide a nuanced exploration of 

the impact of colonialism on both the colonizers and the colonized, shedding light on the intricate 

dynamics of colonial rule in East Africa. 

 

 

OR 

Discuss the exploration of the diasporic identity through Gogol's complex and changing 

relationship to his name in The Namesake. 

Ans. In Jhumpa Lahiri's novel "The Namesake," the exploration of the diasporic identity is intricately 

woven into the protagonist Gogol Ganguli's complex and evolving relationship with his name. Gogol's 

name becomes a central symbol that reflects the challenges and nuances of navigating the cultural, 

generational, and identity divides that define the immigrant experience. Here's a discussion of how 

Gogol's name signifies his diasporic identity: 

Naming as a Cultural Bridge and Divide: 

Gogol's name is a source of tension and connection between his Bengali heritage and his American 

upbringing. His parents, Ashoke and Ashima, name him after the famous Russian writer, Nikolai 

Gogol, but they do so without understanding the cultural implications it will have on their son's life in 

America. 

Gogol's name serves as a bridge between his parents' world and his own, symbolizing their desire to 

preserve their cultural identity and heritage within a foreign land. 

Identity and Alienation: 

Gogol's name sets him apart from his American peers, making him feel alienated and different. He is 

teased and misunderstood because of his unique name, highlighting the challenges of assimilating 

into American society as a first-generation immigrant. 



 

 

Gogol's name underscores the conflict between his Bengali and American identities. He experiences 

a sense of dislocation and a struggle to reconcile the two parts of his identity, which is a common 

theme among diasporic individuals. 

Name Changes and Identity Shifts: 

As Gogol grows older, he decides to change his name legally to Nikhil, shedding his childhood 

nickname and the baggage that comes with it. This name change represents his attempt to distance 

himself from his immigrant identity and embrace a more Americanized persona. 

However, this change is not without its complexities. Gogol's new name reflects his desire for 

assimilation but also underscores the internal conflict between his roots and the cultural pressures of 

his new environment. 

Return to Roots: 

Gogol's relationship with his name takes a significant turn when he learns more about the life and 

works of Nikolai Gogol, the Russian writer. He gains a newfound appreciation for his name and its 

literary significance, leading to a reconnection with his cultural heritage. 

This rediscovery of his name and its meaning signifies a reconciliation between his Bengali and 

American identities, emphasizing the importance of embracing one's roots while navigating the 

complexities of a diasporic existence. 

In "The Namesake," Gogol's name serves as a powerful metaphor for the diasporic experience. It 

encapsulates the themes of identity, cultural clash, and the journey toward self-discovery that many 

immigrants and their descendants face. Through the evolving relationship with his name, Gogol's 

character reflects the broader struggles and triumphs of individuals navigating the intricate path of 

diasporic identity. 

 


